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stract

e performance of students in a particular examination must have the abilty to predict or be
d as a yardstick for measuring their performance in another examination. This study focuses
a comparative analysis of Arabic students’ performance in Mock and Basic Education
" Certificate Examination (BECE) in llorin-metropolis, Kwara State. All the Junior Secondary
- School lll students in the metropolis constituted the study population, while all Arabic students
I that sat for both mock and BECE constituted the target population. Purposive and stratified
. sampling techniques were used to select the results of candidates that sat for Arabic in both the
¢ Mock and Basic Education Certificate Examination. Proforma wes used fo collect 1,256
candidates’ results in the Mock and the BECE. The percentage was used fo describe the
‘demographic data of the respondents. Mean and standard deviation were used to answer the
research questions while the null hypotheses were tested with the t-test statistics. The findings
‘revealed that the students’ general performance in both the MOCK and BECE Arabic is at credit
~ level, and that significant difference exists between the performance of Arabic students’ in the
\Mock and BECE. Generally, students’ performance in both the MOCK and BECE was relatively
high. The study recommended that Teachers of Arabic should put mare efforts to sustain their
tudents' performance in the subject. The students are encouraged not o take both the Mock
nd the Basic Education Certificate Examination (BECE) with levity. They should complement
efforts of their parents, teachers, school administration and gom-nrlm! ’Ey studving
raciously in order to sustain their performance so that they can come out with flying colours.

Key words: Arabic, Performance, Mock, Basic Education Certificate Examination

The term “academic performance”™ has been
described as the scholarstic standing of a
student at a given moment (Adeyemi, 2018).
It refers to how an individual is able to
demonstrate his/her intellectual abilities. It is
the actual accomplishment showing the
learner's ability as measured by a score or an
achicvement test. It is the level of
achievement a student attains. Adu, Ojelabi

troduction

he performance of students in a particular
Xamination must have the ability to predict
t be used as a yardstick for measuring their
rformance in another examination. As
Such, the performance of Junior Secondary
hool M students in the internal
aminations (MOCK) could be used to

edic theupetﬁ)mlaﬂoe in the exj[‘cate and Adeyanju (2019) asserted that academic
aminations Basic Examination Cer performance can be viewed as an outcome
) ,,,, EECE~ of all academic tasks or rigours of a person
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(Busarl 2012, Nwokocha & Amadie,
2015).

Students’ performance in examinations is an
indication of the success or otherwise of the
teaching-learning process. The factors that
determine the academic performances of
students are classified into two broad
categories, namely:  biological and
environmental factors. Biological factor
describes how intelligence affects academic
performance while environmental factors
describe how parents’ socio-economic and
educational status affect performance. In
connection with the environmental factor,
Olubadewo (2015) noted that the provision
and maintenance of school facilities can
have serious effects on students’
performance.

Academic performance or achievement is a
pedagogical term used to determine
students’ success in a formal school setting.
It provides information about the learning
abilities and capabilities of the learners
(Denga, 1998). Olutola (2011) observed that
students’ academic performance can be
considered in relation to their attitude,
aptitude, ability or mental capability with co-
students. Academic performance is an area
that parents, teachers and national leaders
have keen interests in. Nwokocha and
Amadike (2015) opined that students’
academic performance is the yardstick for
testing the educational quality of a nation.
Hence, it is expedient to maintain a high
performance in both internal and external
examinations.

The history of the Arabic Language in
Nigeria is traceable to the centuries

preceding the colonial era. The role of the
ﬂaenaus&'xgmpiresmﬁerestemSudan

21 Page

Caliphate, the old Hausa Kingdc
old llorin Emirate. The Arabic Lan
a medium of record keeping
domains (Shittu, 2012). These
status of Arabic in the then empl
is corroborated by the fact that
acquired and spoken as a moti
(MT) by the Shuwa Arabs of Bor
Nigeria (Abdullahi, 2020).

The National Policy on Education
one of the objectives of secondary



 pducation Certificate (BEC), Junior Arabie

and lslamic Studies  Cortiffente (JASC)
gentor  Islamie  Studies  Cartificate
- pxaminations (SISCE) and National Board
for Arable and Islamic Studies (NBAIS) with
~ the opportunity for education at a higher
- level, imespective of gender, soclal status,
religtous or ethnie backgrounds, This can be
achieved through the placement of an
individual learner in an appropriate career
opportunity  such  as  Sclence  and
Mathematics, Technology, Humanities and
Business Studies (FRN, 2013),

To achieve this specific objective, individual
learners have to be assessed so as 1o
ascertain the level at which the stated
educational objectives were met, This
assessment is in the form of formative and
summative evaluation, Formative evaluation
Is the type of assessment conducted by
indivdual institutions for thelr own use in
evaluating the progress of the students in
their custody. This assessment is in the form
of  tests, assignments, end-of-term
examinations and end-of-session
examinations which are used in most schools
for making an internal decision, The
stustion with other levels of education
(primary & tertiary) is not vastly different,

The second type of evaluation that operates
N postprimary schools s the summative
“aluation that is conducted by the agencies
“rlermal 1o the school systerm, Gender 1s an
mportant  variable that s commonly
Maocinted  with  students'  academic
”‘"”ﬂ"mncyﬂ

- Cender is the natural attributes and qualities
- Waciated with belng male or female and the
- Mutual relationship that connects the sexes
ohnadjaipor,  2016). Saghtr, Ashiad
§ (2015) dofined gender as the roles and

Tesponsibilitias of man and women and the
"entionship between them. Gender does not

responsibilities and needs connected to
belng masculing or femining (CERMI, 2012),
Gender and sex are af times used
Interchangeably but are distinet terms, Sex
on the other hand describes the biological
differences between male and female, which
are universal and determined at birth with

certain identifiable physical features which
are fixed,

According to Olorundare and Derogba
(2014), gender is referred to as stereotyping
and it refers to a collection of commonly held
beliefs or opinions about what are
“appropriate” behaviours and activities for
males and females, Studies that have been
conducted on the influence of gender on
students’ academic performance arrived at
different findings. Some found that gender
has significant influence on students’
academic  performance, while others
discovered that gender has no influence on
students’ performance. For example,
Yahaya (2018), Abdullahi (2011) and (2020)
found that gender has a significant influence
on students' performance. To Olorundare
and Derogba (2014) and Ashikhia (2010),
gender has no significant influence on the
performance of male and fermale students.
On the basls of these inconsistencies in
rescarch findings, the researchers examined
(he relationship between students” academic
performance In Arabic MOCK and BECE in

Kwara State, Nigeria based on. School type
s another variable that influences students’

performance.

The Influgnce of school type on students’
performance has generated various opinions
from scholars, Some scholars are of the
apinion that one of the things that influences

8| Page




Scheds are organised in ordef to create the
conditions in which all members of the
community come to see themselves as
learners. Basically, there are two types of
school which are public and private schools.
Private schools are such that the government
licensed enterprising individuals, religious
bodies and organisations to operate with
little or no control whereas public schools are
the schools managed and controlled by the
government. It has been discovered that
private schools to some extent have good
supply of instructional resources, good
organisation, adequate planning and funding
while the reverse is the case in most public
schools.

There is a widely-held view that students who
attended private schools perform better than
those who attended public schools in diverse
parts of the world. Adamako (2014) and
Asante (2015) observed that the academic
performance of private schools™ students in
Ghana has always been better than that of
their counterparts in the public schools at the
elementary level. The present study,

. therefore, intends to affirm or refute the
*assertion that the academic performance of
private schools students is always better than
their counterparts in public schools in Kwara
state.

Research Questions

The following questions were raised to gulde

the study:

1. What is the general performance of
Junior Secondary Arabic students in the
Mock examination in  llorin-
metropolis, Kwara State, Nigeria?

2. What is the general performance of
~ Junior Secondary in Arabic students in
the Basic Education Certificate

4 | Page

the Mock and the BECE in |
metropolis, Kwara State. ‘
Hos. There is no significant diffes
between Arabic
performance in the private sct
the Mock and BECE in
metropolis, Kwara State.

which was considered appropriate
researchers to give systematic descri
the comparative analysis of Arabic
performance in the Mock and the
Education Certificate Examination (BEC
llorin-metropolis, Kwara State.

Researchers’ designed Proforma was
collect candidates’ grades in both the
and BECE 2018/2019 academic ¢
The grades of both Mock and B
assumed to be products of stand
examinations norm reference.



580
Total 1286 100.0
School
| g
~ Public 1057 820
| Private 229 18.0
. Total 1286 100.0
* Sample and Sampling Techniques

All the Junior Secondary School 11l students
comprised the total population while all JSS
[l students that sat for Arabic in the MOCK
and BECE constituted the target population.
Purposive and stratified sampling techniques
were used to select forty-three schools of
which twenty-five are public and eighteen
are private schools where students sat for
Arabic in both the MOCK and BECE in the

~ metropolis. Proforma was used to collect
both MOCK and BECE Arabic results
1,286 students’ results were collected by the
researchers and 3 research assistants.
Percentage was used to describe the
demographic data of the respondents. Mean
and standard deviation were used to answer

% the research questions while the hypotheses

sampled for the study, 544 (42%) of the
were females. This implies that the majority
of the respondents were females. Also,
1,057 (82%) of the respondents were from
public schools and 229 (18%) were from
private schools. This shows that majority of
the respondents were from public schools.

Research Questions

Students who had A, C, P and F grades in
Arabic in the Mock and the BECE
examinations were scored 4, 3, 2 and 1
respectively. The statistics of the students’
performance in the Mock and BECE were
used to provide answers to the research
questions generated for the study.

Research Question One: What 5 the
general performance of Arabic students in
the Mock examination in Arabic in llorin-

metropols, Kwara State?
Table 2: General Performance of Students in the Arabic Mock Exammahm ;
Performanct N Mean S.D. Minimum Maximum
R Vo 1286 2.81 0.72 1.00 4.00

- Valid (listwise) 1286

As shown in Table 2, the mean score of
2-81witha“'n:-.n;ixrmlmsv:.or\'aof“lal"d.a
Minimum score of 1 was recorded. n“.s
performancem

Question Two: What i the general
performance of Arabic students in Basic
Wopcﬁs.lfua!aﬁ'atep

5 | Page




Vald N 1286
(stwise)

As shown in Table 3, the mean score of
2.86 with a maximum score of 4 and a
minimum score of 1 was recorded. This
shows that the general performance of
students in (BECE) Arabic examination is
relatively high (Credlt) in llorin-metropolis,

Table 4: Paired t-test Showing the Difference between Students’ Performance in the Mock .i

performance in the Mock ﬂdh“ _
Education Certificate Examination (BECE,

df tvalue Sig. Remark

Kwara State,
Hypotheses Testing
(BECE) Arabic
Variables N Mean SD
Mock 1286 2.81
BECE 1286 2.86

1284 783 0.00 S

*Significant at P<0.05

As shown in Table 4, the cal. t-value of 7. 83
was obtained with a p-wvalue of 000
computed at 0.05 alpha level. Since the p-
value of 0.00 is less than 0.05 level of

mean score of students’ performance i
Basic Education Certificate Examhﬁﬁm
(BECE) which was higher (2.86) than the
Mock Examination (2.81) in lorin

etropolis,
p significance, the null hypothesis is rejected. metropolls, Kuara State.
This signifies that there is a statistically Hypothesis Two: There is no significan
significant  difference between students’ difference in Arabic male students
performance in Mock and Basic Education performance in Mock and Basic Educz st_',f
Certificate Examination (t (289 = 7.83, Certificate Fxamination (BECE) :
\i p<0.05). This difference was made by the |
Table 5: Paired t-test Showing the Difference between Arabic Male Students’ performance n
the Mock and BECE | ; o
Male N Mean SD df tvalue Sig. Remark
Mock 544 274 0.77
\l 542 584 0.00 -
BECE 544 281 0.73 :
k' *Significant, P<0.05 —
1‘ »

As shown in Table 5, the cal. t-value of 5.84
;‘ was obtained with a p-value of .00

6 | Page

computed at 0.05 alpha level. Since ::5

value of 0.00 is less than 0.05



by the mean score of male students’

-5.84,P<005i Tiiscﬁemum

-,,,', ance in the Basic Education Certificate
Table 6: Pwadt#eﬁMhDﬁauuMM“&duM

in the Mock and BECE
Female N Mean SD Df tvalue Sig. Remar
Mock 742 285 068
740 5.24 0.00 ~
BECE 742 3.00 0.65

*Significant, P<0.05

s shown in Table 6, the cal. t-value of 5.24
as obtained with a p-value of 0.00
puted at 0.05 alpha level. Since the p-
lue of 0.00 is less than 0.05 level of
gnificance, the null hypothesis is rejected.
signifies that there is a statistically
jnificant difference between Arabic female
udents' performance in the Mock and
asic Education Certificate Examination (t
= 5.24, p<0.05). This difference was
e by the mean score of the female

students’ performance in Basic Education
Certificate Examination (BECE) which was
higher (3.00) than in Mock Examination
(2.85) in the Metropolis, Kwara State.

Hypothesis Four: 7here is no significant
difference in the public Arabic School
students’ performance in the Mock and
Basic Education Certificate Examination
(BECE)

e 7: Paired t-test Showing the Difference between Public Arabic School Students’
Performance in the Mock and Basic Education Certificate Examination (BECE)

Public N Mean SD df  t-cal Sig. Remark

value

Mock 1057 278 0.73

- BECE 1057 2.84 069

1055 8.25 0.00 S

*Significant, P<0.05

2Shown in Table 7, the cal. t-value of 8.25
°btamed with a pvalue of 0.00
uted at 0.05 alpha level. Since the p-
°f 0.00 is less than 0.05 level of

school students’ performance in the Mock
(t aoss = 8-25, p<0.05). This difference was
made by the mean score of public school
students’ performance in Basic Education
Certificate Examination (BECE) which was

7 e e o e PRSI S IR
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Private N Mean SD Df tvalue

Mock 229 29 073
BECE 229 29 069
“Significant at P>0.05

As shown in Table 8, the t-value 2.23 was
obtained with a p-value 1.00 computed at
0.05 alpha level. Since the p-value of 1.00
is greater than 0.05 level of significance, the
null hypothesis five is accepted. This shows
that there is no statistically significant
difference between private Arabic school
students’ performance in the Mock and
Basic Education Certificate Examination (1
228 = 2.23, p>0.05).

Discussion
The first finding of the study showed that the
general performance of students in the Mock
l Arabic Examination was relatively high
(Credit) in Tlorin-metropolis, Kwara State.
This is supported by Adeyemi (2018) who
found that students perform well in internal
examinations. The finding also aligned with
the submission of Abdullahi (2011) Yahaya
\ (2018) and Abdullahi (2020) that students’
performance in Arabic Language was
generally good. Saadu (2017) found that the
general knowledge of Arabic Language
-~ among mdetgradmtes in the Umvatsitxes of
Ilonn was rela&vely hrgh



: \ﬂhlhzﬁligd and
foha (ZOIQWIEOMMM
a significant difference in the
erformance of male students in internal and
xternal examination. They opined that

e students perform better than the

ale.

e fifth finding revealed that there was a
ficant difference in female students’
serformance in Arabic Mock and BECE in
-metropolis, Kwara State. This finding
grees with that of Musa and Abdullahi
018) that there is a difference in the female
students’ performance in languages. They
urther stressed that females perform better
n their male counterpart academically.

The sixth finding revealed that there was a
. significant  difference in public school
- students’ performance in Mock and BECE in
llorin-metropolis, Kwara State. The finding
- Degates that of Suleiman (2015) that there is
 asignificant relationship between the overall
‘Performance of students in external
Xaminations and internal examinations as
public students’ performance of this
in Mock is significantly different
that of the Basic Education Certificate
ination.

ke seventh finding revealed that there was
O stafistically significant difference in
Vate school students’ performance in
“ock and BECE in Ilorin-metropolis, Kwara
fate. The finding agrees with the finding of
Nedion and Epumepu (2011) that there
Private school students in Ovia South
A of Edo State, Nigeria.

in Mock will more often than score
above average in (BECE). There is a notable
inflence of gender on the academic
performance of students in Arabic language.
The school type of students also influences
their performance: Private school students’
better performance may be as a result of
more challenging grounds for academic
Hence, the performance of private school
students in both Mock and BECE tend to be
constant.

Recommendations

Based on the findings of this study, the

following recommendations were made:

1. The teachers should keep up their good
work as the findings of this research
proved that the teachers are working in
that students’ performance in Basic
Education Certificate = Examination
(BECE) surpasses that of the Mock. The
teachers should therefore intensify their
efforts most especially in the area of
Mock. They should use past questions
Examination (BECE) to set their Mock
examinations and coach the students
: mpepanngthanfmaax
Mﬁd'm Certificate = Examination

9 Teachers of Arabic should put more
offorts to sustain their students’
pgfmmemﬁ!emmm

3. Arabic teachers should improve on the
method of teaching Arabic grammar as
a necessary tool to comprehend both

9t Fage



the Qur'an and Hadrth of the Holy

Prophet.

4 School administrators should make

- Arabic a compulsory subject for Muslim

students and encourage them to speak
the language in the school.

5. The state government and other relevant
stakeholders should provide the
necessary faciliies needed by the
school and the as well motivate the
teachers in cash and in kind so that they
can canry out their duties efficiently and
effectively especially when Arabic is

an elective subject across the level.

6. The students in particular are
encouraged not to take both the Mock
and the Basic Education Certificate
Examination (BECE) with levity. They
should complement the  efforts of
their  parents, teachers, school
administration and government by

studying voraciously in order to
ensure that they come out with flying
colours.
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