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  ABSTRACT
Gay marriage is the marriage between people of the same sex, either as a secular civil ceremony or in a religious setting. In the late 20th century, the first law providing for marriage of the same sex in modern times was enacted in 2001 in the Netherlands. As of 1 January 2016, fifteen countries allow same-sex couples to marry. One of the most volatile and important issues facing the Church today is the question of Gay Marriage. Apparently, its practice has existed for centuries. Several approaches have been employed in determining its foundation and causation, much of which have only led to further controversies. The rapid rise in the advocacy of Gay Marriage and its consequent legalization in many countries of the world not only by the Gay radicals but also by persons within the church, have made it imperative for the church to voice out on her tenets and beliefs. Historical, exegetical and sociological methods are adopted in this paper. This paper has enhanced a comprehensive understanding of the plights of Gay Activists and as well, the biblical stand on Gay Marriage. It was also established that same-sex marriage is foreign to biblical injunctions, and unacceptable. While it is true that those with flair for the same-sex are in need of sincere help; it is recommended that the dangers of Gay Marriage be propagated in order to prevent many more from falling victims. It is hoped that the true intent of human sexuality would be recognized, practiced and pursued.
Introduction
Gay marriage (also known as same-sex or gender-neutral marriage) is a marriage between two people of the same sex. It is also regarded as homosexuality, which also means relating to or exhibiting sexual desire toward a member of one’s own sex.1. Here, errotic feelings are nearly exclusively triggered by persons of one’s own sex. Emiola Nihinlola notes that women who are attracted to only women sexually are known as ‘lesbians’, while their male counterparts are known as homosexuals or gaymen.2  In the course of this paper therefore, the terms ‘Gay Marriage’, ‘Same-Sex’ and ‘Homosexuality’ would be used synonymously. Humans are undeniably sexual beings. As Christians, we declare that this sexuality belongs to our existence as creatures of God. For this reason, it is crucial for us to articulate a specifically Christian understanding of this central dimension for our being. The need for a Biblical delineation of human sexuality is augmented by the tumultuous nature of the times in which we live. Gay marriage is one crucial issue in the centre stage of human relationship. The rising tide in its trend and practice has made it crucial for investigation. Should the Church tolerate the diversities of homosexuality or should it call for some degree of uniformity?  In this light, this paper shall examine a concise definition of Gay Marriage and the approaches employed in its understanding. Also, we shall beam light on the recent legalization of Gay Marriage and the biblical stand on the issue of homosexuality.
Historical Overview of Gay Marriage
Homosexuality or gay-marriage itself is not a new issue. Several Greek philosophers, for example Plato, reported their involvement in homosexual acts. The first use of the term homosexuality is attributed to K M Benkert a Swiss doctor, in 1869.3 During this period, some German same-sex devotees claimed that they were born with women’s souls inside men’s bodies (“fems”), which supposedly made them unable either to respond sexually to women or to control their urges toward other men.4 That same year, the first psychiatric study of homosexuality appeared. It advocated the replacement of criminal penalties for homosexual behavior with medical treatment, thus acknowledging that such behavior was undesirable, but indicating that same-sex choices were not completely under an individual’s control. By 1974 however, the American Psychological Association sort to remove homosexuality from its list of pathological psychiatric condition.
Following this definitional stage, a new social situation- gay activism now forms the context for the ethical discussion of this newly defined sexual orientation, a movement which seeks to foster a revision not only of the terminology of professional psychologists, but also the attitudes of society as a whole. This new social context has witnessed an increasing number of persons who have not only “come out of the closet” and publicly affirmed their sexual preference but also actively assert that homosexuality as a sexual preference stands on equal footing with heterosexuality. Gay activists now demand that society not only tolerates homosexual acts, but accepts the homosexual orientation as a legitimate, alternative lifestyle. This therefore, poses a formidable challenge to the development of a Christian sex ethic. At this point, Gay activism raises a crucial ethical question: Is homosexuality really a sin, or an alternative sexual expression? Several approaches have been applied in this regard.
Approaches to Homosexuality
In today’s time and age, various controversial opinions have come under the investigation of scholars from diverse fields, attempting to determine the foundation and causation of Homosexuality. Some of the prominent and remarkable approaches shall be examined as follows-
Sociological Approach: When we speak of the sociological approach to homosexuality, Foucault comes to mind. In his The History of Sexuality, he argues that in the western world during the 18th and 19th centuries, people's identities became increasingly tied to their sexuality. 5 According to him, ‘…homosexuality became because we made it so…’ 
 In 1935, another psycho analyst Sigmund Freud further adds that, ‘homosexuality is undoubtedly not beneficial, however there is no ground to be ashamed of, no indecency, no humiliation; it cannot be considered as an illness, we classify it to be a causation of the sexual function caused by certain arrest of sexual development. A lot of highly respectable human beings of ancient and modern times have been gays and lesbians, some of the greatest men among them (Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, Plato etc.)’6. Hence, the social constructionist answer is that there is no ‘natural’ sexuality; all sexual understandings are constructed within and mediated by cultural understandings.
The Conservative Approach: Homosexuality is an eccentricity, the orientation is a mental disorder and the attitude is pathological. A conservative scholar, Rock Laselle in fact adds that ‘homosexuals are probably sick people. We should suggest building of hospitals where the government would provide the services of specialists who would take care of such people whose behavior to me, is completely abnormal’.

The Progressive Approach: In arguing sexual orientation, the progressive theorists hold that homosexuality is a normal development in the human health, and homosexual comportment is natural. According to Charles Darwin, ‘… we hardly know the exact causation of sexuality. The whole topic is hidden in darkness’. Nevertheless, the fact still remains that homosexuality is a normal variant in human condition.
Biological Approach: Biological theorists have gathered strong evidence such as genetic, anatomical and endocrine data to support their debates. The prevailing argument is whether or not nature is the main cause of homosexuality; that is, an individual’s surroundings and background, or else of his ancestry and biology. By 1974, through the American Psychological Association (APA), it was finally declared that ‘homosexuality is neither a mental disorder nor a moral depravity. It is considered by certain part of the population to be the way individual expresses human love and sexuality.7 

Traditional Approach: In traditional Africa, homosexuality and lesbianism, same-sex intercourse and same-sex marriage were not mentioned in public. If they were mentioned at all, it was only in hushed tones. Given the traditional stress on procreation, even the idea of heterosexual intercourse without procreative intent was abhorrent. Homosexual intercourse was considered even more disgusting. Some African leaders have articulated this strong feeling against homosexuality-Daniel Arap Moi, the former President of Kenya, is reported to have said: “Kenya has no room or time for homosexuals and lesbians. Homosexuality is against African norms and traditions and even in religion it is considered as a great sin”8
An Examination Of The Enactment of Gay Marriage Bill and the Attendant Reactions  

Washington, the Supreme Court ruled on Friday the 26th of June 2015, that the U.S. Constitution provides same-sex couples the right to marry, handing a historic triumph to the American gay rights movement. The court ruled 5-4 that the Constitution's guarantees of due process and equal protection under the law mean that states cannot ban same-sex marriages. Thus, with the landmark ruling, gay marriage becomes legal in all 50 states. Immediately after the decision, same-sex couples in many of the states where gay marriage had been banned headed to county clerks' offices for marriage licenses as officials in several states said they would respect the ruling. President Barack Obama, who happens to be the first sitting president to support gay marriage, hailed the ruling as a milestone in American justice that arrived "like a thunderbolt."  He further adds that-
This ruling is a victory for America; This decision affirms what millions of Americans already believe in their hearts. When all Americans are treated as equal, we are all more free.9 
The ruling, apparently, is the culmination of a long legal fight by gay rights advocates. As the voices calling for this profound change in societal attitude are not confined to radicals in the homosexual community, but on the contrary, include persons within the Church and even certain Christian theologians and ethicists.  This has made it imperative to understand the divergent views on Gay marriage.

Some Gay activists have interpreted the bible in their defense, according to them the sin of Sodom and the inhabitants of Gibeah was not homosexuality per se, but inhospitality, attempted rape, or even the desire to cohabit with angels. The prohibitions found in the Holiness Code refer to idolatrous sexual relations. The Pauline injunctions either continue the Leviticus condemnation of such acts associated with idolatry, or refer to practices known in ancient Greece, such as pedestary or homosexual prostitution. The current phenomenon of homosexually oriented persons, the argument concludes, was unknown to the biblical authors, and therefore neither the natural homosexual nor its behavioral expression is what is prohibited by the bible.10 
Again, some Gay Catholics have expressed disappointment at the response of Pope Francis when he said amongst others that the growing acceptance of Gay marriage is an ‘ideological colonization…that is trying to destroy the family’.11 In response, the leader of this group said that-
support for same-sex marriage has nothing to do with ideology or with the destruction of any family… People support same-sex marriage because they believe in love, commitment, justice, equality, and supporting all families. These are values that transcend ideology, culture and geography, and they are values absolutely central to the Catholic faith.  Furthermore, it is not only completely untrue but dangerous to suggest that gay marriage is a threat to the family.12     
Other Gay activists justify homosexuality based on the belief that certain people are constitutionally homosexual, possibly even at genetic level. They have not chosen to be homosexuals any more than other people have chosen to be heterosexuals. Their sexual orientation is part of their very nature.12 For Robin Scroggs the ‘ideal’ of ‘adult homosexuality’ today is a caring and mutual relationship between consenting adults.14 
From these submissions, one could, without prejudice understand the plight of the homosexuals. However, the opposing views must also be considered.   
 Perhaps, the most bizarre reaction to the Supreme Court's ruling on gay marriage was the proposal of President Mugabe of Zimbabwe to Barrack Obama when he sarcastically said “I shall travel to Washington DC, get down on my knee, and ask his hand,” In response against homosexuality, he adds that "I can't understand how this people dare to defy Christ's explicit orders as our Lord prohibited mankind from Sodomy.,"15Thus, for him Washington was being controlled by perverted Satan-worshippers who insult the great American nation.

Again, the umbrella body of Christians in Nigeria, Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) condemns the United States Supreme Court decision to legalize gay marriage, emphasizing that marriage should be reserved for one man and one woman. The National Secretary of CAN, Rev. Musa Asake said amongst others that,

The US decision shows how low human beings are trying to avert the original plan of God for marriage which is between a man and a woman. There is just no way, you can unite a man and another man in marriage. Where will procreation come from? If that was the practice those people advocating the practice would not have been around today. So it’s against God’s original plan for creation and it’s not good.16 
The CAN scribe therefore enjoined Nigerian politicians to tread carefully, stressing that the nation had already enacted a law criminalizing same-sex relationships defying pressure from Western governments to respect gay and lesbian rights. Thus, nobody should tamper with that law which prescribed 14 years imprisonment for anybody engaged in any same-sex amorous relationship. It is not the right part, it’s not our culture; it is not good for our religious stance, it is disgusting to even think of it.

Biblical Perspectives on Gay Marriage
Basically, it is interesting to note that the creation story is incomplete without the ‘sexuality documents’ narration. The first couple set the paradigm for marriage and sexuality. The narrator of Genesis clearly states: “Adam lay with his wife Eve and she became pregnant and gave birth” (Gen.4:1), where the word “lay” clearly refers to sexual intercourse. In this regard, one can confidently say that scripture teaches that heterosexuality is the norm. Homosexuality must thus be a deviation from this norm.

In its presentation of homosexuality, scripture does not discuss whether this condition is innate or situational. What it does is it focuses on legislation regarding homosexual acts and incidents of homosexual behavior. The following are some of the key biblical passages.

Genesis 19:1-11. The men of Sodom who wanted to rape Lot’s visitors were homosexuals. Lot told them that such behavior was wicked, but they refused to listen to him. Their behavior and lack of judgment brought divine judgment on their city. 

Leviticus18:22; 20:13.These two verses form what is known as the Holiness code in Leviticus. They strongly condemn lying “with a man as one lies with a woman”. They describe such behavior as “detestable” and prescribe the death penalty for male homosexuals.

Judges 19; Tells the story of a Levite who was on a journey and had to spend the night in the land of Gibeah. He was offered hospitality by an old man, but that night some of the wicked men of the city surrounded the house.  Pounding on the door they shouted to the old man who owned the house, ‘bring out the man who came to your house so we can have sex with him’. They were clearly homosexuals bent on raping the male guest, even though the old man described their action as “vile” and “disgraceful”. 

Romans 1:26-27; Paul describes male and female homosexuals as idolatrous and wicked, and as acting in a way that is contrary to nature: “Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. In the same way, the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion.”  He has no doubt that homosexuality is unnatural and a perversion of the heterosexuality that God established at creation.

1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 1Timothy 1:9-10; Paul groups homosexuality with other sins such as murder, idolatry. He states that all those who practice these vices, including homosexuals, “will not inherit the kingdom of God”. From the foregoing, it is apparent that the bible holds authority over our contemporary struggles about faith and morals. It is clear that the scripture has a very negative view of homosexual intercourse. Those who engage in such behavior do not enjoy divine favour and would attract both present and future condemnation and judgement. Any attempt to justify homosexuality and homosexual acts is foreign to the scripture.  
Implications of Gay Marriage Legalization
Basically, as often sardonically said “when America sneezes, the world catches cold”, the enactment of the legality of gay marriage may likely spread to other nations including Africa. Already, a growing number of governments around the world are considering whether to grant legal recognition to same-sex marriages. Currently, twenty-two countries have national laws allowing gays and lesbians to marry. David Masci, a senior researcher gives a fact sheet on the countries where Gay Marriage is practiced.17  
Of recent, certain Nigerians expressed the fear that President Muhammed Buhari’s meeting with Barrack Obama on the 20th of July 2015 may mean a demand and solicitation from the US for same-sex legalization in Nigeria.
Secondly, medically it has been proven that homosexual activity (80% of which is carried out by men) is very destructive, resulting eventually in such problems as prostate damage, ulcers and ruptures, and chronic incontinence and diarrhea. In addition to these physical problems, sexually transmitted diseases are rampant among the homosexual population. 75% of homosexual men carry one or more sexually transmitted diseases, wholly apart from AIDS. These include all sorts of non-viral infections like gonorrhea, syphilis, bacterial infections, and parasites. Also common among homosexuals are viral infections like herpes and hepatitis B, both of which are incurable, as well as hepatitis A and anal warts. The life expectancy for a homosexual male is about 45 years of age when compared to a life expectancy of around 70 for men in general.18 Emotionally, homosexual men and women have a high risk of major depression.

Gay Marriage also poses real and present danger for Christianity and the Christian church today. The tenets of the Christian faith stands with great opposition while there have been hot debates, controversies and splits among adherents of the church. In fact, On the 14th of July 2015, a 56-year old Pastor at the Christian Proctor Church in Vermont named Paul Horner, was sentenced to one year in federal prison over his refusal to marry a gay couple.19
 Finally, the family has been, and yet remains the smallest unit of the society. When the family is distorted, certainly the society will as well be distorted. In view of these, one seems to wander what hope lays ahead…moreso when our public laws and policies are based on such depravity. This current trend of degrading morality does not smell good for future generations and the world at large.
Recommendations
From this research, we understand that most homosexuals did not choose such an orientation and would like to change it if they could. We need to accept and lovingly support brothers and sisters who are struggling with this problem. And in general, we need to extend God’s love to homosexual people, as no reform can be carried out in persistent castigation and hatred. To avoid further clashes and for the sake of the total autonomy of the church, People who want a religious marriage could have one within their church, under whatever conditions the church sets. Non-religious people could skip the church step and go straight to the courthouse. Both kinds of marriages would have the same legal rights and responsibilities. More awareness should be raised on the hazards of Gay Marriage. The church should not rest on her oars in preaching and propagating the truth of the gospel, because on the long run, the truth always prevails. Nigeria as a people should also commend the effort of President Muhammad Buhari for resisting the legalization of Gay marriage proposed to Him by the American President, Barack Obama. Who despite being a muslim understand the menace of Homosexuality. Sex is good and is created by God right from the beginning. It is therefore impossible to separate our sexuality from our very identity as persons. Research on homosexuality or heterosexuality has shown beyond reasonable doubt that sexual activity is not just for procreation, but for mutality, equality, continuity and intimacy. It should thus not be condemned but rather channeled in its right course.
Conclusion
The current debate on Gay Marriage is complex and troubling as shown in the discuss above. From a biblical point of view, homosexuality is a manifestation of our sinful nature, and is contrary to the clear teachings of the scripture. However, it is needful for Christians to give due weight to empirical, and scientific arguments in order to avoid being myopic or judgemental. In the final analysis, accounts of what the bible says are the most revealing thing about the character of biblical authority for Christian positions on sexuality. 
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