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of {4 erns of the world for a long time.;Countries devole §0. 1 sources (0 1
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e AL TR iadoxically, i iis post Junetional Joruh ltaracy would still be fer froqubeine full becaise o

."':zﬁi’.&'!.,aegwﬁsﬁ‘_‘iggﬂé\fo'"fc . Lijeracy appears.fo.be such skills'as would mpake he Indiyigls groiinded enough 10

ibcgoii an CTpOYSGR]. aboir-or be gainfully empicyed.s Someane that thinks rationally andc allygnough iomake. ..

('-:‘EMJI\!"-’F‘;&E'I&%Q*{Q e “Qi'HfghQ;'. education in par! cular has been expected to guarantes netignal [jrerac) becaise
‘ ’&g%qy&rys {ripartite mande e ofleq.:_[y_’;]g;:'re.sﬁ_e;ar_c::h'é;p\zj_;ervricef Lileracy aLt i leyel lgexpec )

‘ L;w.'\'f\";ﬁw'iﬂ!f. k between siills g wisition and the realities of the labour markel-Unfortungte

iy ¢ 160 onil ,;f'e 1 wide gap betweer knowledge brands and employabilit i)}ilﬁp

uployuple graquales. ‘ef;;cig!‘;rn,cff ngyequlyﬁjom the Universities and Polytechnics in Nt part jron,

1adeqracyi {#&ﬁ@i&gigﬂ@ym‘gg.b;bgq.ifruni{ies, (hose itching to be employed are poor ‘The pre
dugleappears, indictment of higher education, Thus, this paper set put o make.d,
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h s Jiteracy content, The paper, discusse
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S CReASLY CRADUATE EDULOYABILITY IN MIGERIA

Stephien Billy Olajide, Folake Oyeyenii Adeniyi-Egbeol ;

|

sity of lerin, Horin, Migeria

'Departmient of Arts Education, Univer
lyolajide@unilurin edunig
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_Absteact, Literacy lias been one of the greales! concerns of the world for a long 1ime.
Caunities devole se mucit of their resources 10 it because it drives developuieril, Lireracy
“has now gone beyorid ihe ability Io read ond write; il inchides nunieracy shills and [Hierssip ..
ullural aoyarencss. Paradosically, I its most Junctional form, literacy would silll be for . W)
roil Leing Jull, because no Individual cant pozsess I absolutely, Literacy oppeard fo be ‘-':I;.""'
uch skills as would make (e Individual graunded enough 1o become an employer ¢ 2L
Vidly. enjployed - semeone that thinks ratlonally ard critically’ eno't)g/fta" ;
ipact on humaniy. Higher education in particular has been evpecled 0"t
1 literacy, becaitse of ils (higher educalion’s) Iripartife mandale 'ﬁ:r_r'«»"'c
ce. Literacy ai that level is expecied fo ensire a perpefially i

icamen of the Nigerlan graduaig appears ai Indiciment of higher education. This, this 5254
e a_case for hvigorailng higher education in Nigeria by enhancing s 3
e, The paper discussed ilie natire and scape of literacy before assessing s
ace fn higher:. educatjon curvieulun, 1 also examined ihe different dimensions of s
:plqmp/[/z 5 a fioniline lrent In Jabour dlsconrse, [t concluded by suggesting how fo ma L
leyant fo coployer heeds, e

‘ yery] A
B : hiarmouie n kil isition and “the ‘realities. of the labour marke
j A iy Ufor _1igq{r[y_.lfmg-;yer,’__espc'c[nﬂ"v in emerging econoniics. ihere is a wide gap benvee
oV :r‘f-g?i)wqwm/gu br:ands andd eniployability indices: so maiy unemployable groduals are churned 2
iy from the. Universities and Polytechnics in Nigeria. Apar Jfrom the inadequacy of i
‘ “employnieni opportunilics, hose itching (o be employed are poorlv.skilled, Th
|

8
5 -.7’\_\.}).1{". 7 'I‘ / :
Sl g v el o A
ey ol liericy, Jilgher educallon, groduare enployabillty

3 Lih LTt e

V ! :

U o

iteracy in a ‘general lerm can be described as the ability of an individual to read, /> - -

inderstand and use information creatively. Beyond this, lileracy depicts a range of
knowledee, kills_and abilitizs relating to reading, language, mathematics, science,’ : ; z
? “and so o, These abililies, knowledze and skills are derived from the bas

»

psycholozy and 50 on. 1hese as , _ ed from the b
Jiteracy, skills, cordi g lo Andrew (2012), literacy 1S more than a basic reading abi :
] icn of how adults use wrillen instruction to lunction in socict 3
J mathematics and science cONCEpLs is o necessary requi ‘ |
“Individuals that lack these basic requirements may not

bour. -

Y 2 ) =

nimsel fherself be any employer of a
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The primacy aim in formal Jcaming is helping iadiviiuais achicve Lunctionzil
educaticn, which appropriate literacy skills would enbance. A inclividual with weal
literacy sNills may not be able o cuntiibute meaningu! !y en issues albfeeing hislher

e R sociviy. The world is advancing fust i techunlogy. and the individual not proficicnt in
readinz, natlizmaiics and suic ve would ot be akie ta paricipate weltin ceonomic and
: sacial lile, He/she would fina it ¢ifficult 1 suceeed in lucday™s comples and increasing by
e corpeltive world. Countrivs with hizh leeracy levels Lave most epwardly mobi le
 populations who Jasi-tiack the conriries” sociv-political, economic and technologic al
acsaneciant and ensire thal their core valuss ate ot crodud by (he raging E‘Ubuh?’mnn
R e extent 1o which schools are successiuil in equipping tieir studonts willh Slrong
e e literacy skills is a key indicuior of Ldu\.una 1l progress. 1his can be seen in (wo ways, ie !
Rt the vk i sireig acadesic schivvements and Lhe cange in €eores hetween the top [

1

i e
e .

ey

gy e pt!l‘fﬁ-il!\‘iﬂ scaders qnd (hose at the botoiivof the distritution. A sciool that is able 1o ]

‘ FVR J"'Hz wﬁ‘* hl"h ausdlemniz sehicverient, irrespeative ol " heir backgronnds. s ]

x ¥ ar produces weik and low assdemic cohiovemant. Also, the :

\ = i icney alrsdu 2 ihe gap beaween the Toww - aridd the hizh pertorining stude nts 4 ‘|
S Y 8 fndicatir of the se ia;r;gg 3 SuCCess i equipping its stncenis wilis streng literacy skills, %

: h ey skills will diive nationai deveiopmient and integration y q 4

: ';ca.ry Olajide advocaizd that reading and writing be ' g
auld 2zt 1p.m.crs'.;l.. national mtegrﬂlwn ' By

and .'x..xsi:"(lﬁi t:mphnsmsc lhét imkhng cracy
strengihening of relations of transaciions Lhal wur boost the

bal pacinership’ (p.202).
Hi neluding ucdia Jiter sey
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Enbancing Literacy tn ligher Eoucation for Incrazed Graduae Erployalatiny i Migeria s3]

(ed the sverwhalining need {nr people
coenomy. Digital titeracy is more than

compuicr-deiven eal wprise, Ndukwe (2005) reitera

with appropriate digital crientation in any wmdern

digital devices propeilys comprises a variety ol

just the techaien! wbilily 0 nperate

re. ulilized in executing fosks i dizitat environments. such as

cogrilive slilis thas
browsing e intonet, dacipht ing with daalasts, snd chatting
in chat renms (LUehet Atkali & amichai-Hamburpe Z01H)

lulormation Litcracy is thed
able o ideniily. lacaie, evaluate, and slicctivety use that information for (he issue Or
problen at hand. while technology liteiacy is the ability to responsibiy use appropriate
technology Lo communicale, solve problems, and access. manage, integrate. evaluate. and
create information to improve jearning 0 all subjuct arcas and to acquire lifelong

g koowledge and skills in the 21st century.

Jing user fnerliots, we

Bitity o deteet when (hee2 1 1 aecd Tur inlormation. to be

2. AN OVERVIEW OF FIGHER/TERTIARY EDUCATION IN NIGERIA

Economic and seial developments are increasingly driven by the advancement and
~ application ol knowledge made possible through properly coordinated higher education
which is saddled with the responsibilities for skilis development and civic reorientation.
Higher, post-secondary, oF tectiary educalion is the stage of leaming (hat occurs at
 universisics, ccileges oic ucation seminaries. mono-technics and polytechnics. It is also
 given w00 recsived insuch institutions its the voaational schools, rade schools, and career
celleges that award acadeinic or professioral degraes. Scasoned rain!s that can compete
o leinational labaur market are expected (@ emaNdiE. fior higher Education (FRN,
geria possesses the largest university syster in Sub-Saharan Atiica. Although
(fica's terliary enrollments ars higher, Nigeria boasts of more institutions. =

tem embraces much of her research capacity and she W have produced presl_ A

4';”, !

o B prolzssionals the country needs for her structural development.

B ve ellort has been the government palicy an autono
] king policy framewaolk  gives univer

ernance, including the appointment 0
menl has restored block grant
e National Uni jes Com

Scanned by CamScanner



g 8 STEFHLN BILLY QLANDE, FOLAKE OYEYEMIADENIYI-EGBEDLA

fahr edueativn has been informed by hie

Governments ellins at the refors of b
hat i they wish o get into the globalized,

facrensing awareness asos; (e Thivd World
conputitive seonomic ¢ioil and barelit any significantly, they have 1o do so on a merit, They
et rely on palides. A precandition wanld be to pive a geed deal of autouomy 10 their
higher tnstinidans (G e to be dynaile and move Tast in international competition. The
higher nsttions in tam would utitiee the aunomy in giving priority 1o the develapment ol
eatrepreraurial Bactership. tigertan universities need w be respanstve and uxible, fu the
e aetuntly [ARE thel Arancate off sueveselully canstiueling i sy soeiety,

Une crugial queasticon, fuswever, is fosy Desdbittee and pegponsiventas i higher

cducation are mewsurad? El-hoseas (2001) olturs framye sk or genersling answers to
etications of highee Jmaming and

this question. St Uigtinguishes between g
responsive institutivins. A vigid nstitunion resists malifng shanges in instiional behavior
and often rejects potaible changes without openty considering whether they are Teosible
or desirable, A responaive institution, on the other hand, iy uclaptive in its orientation. [t
intenticnaliy considers changing clreunstances, identiiius appropriate ways 1o adapt, and
takes respansive actions. El ests the use of four eriteria or assessing
responsiy chii \aneing. and monagement/governance, These
; esponsiveness - should provide a heuristic
ssent university system.
roving university access entails adapti ve
nd other suppoit to an increasingly diverse
) strategies that lead (o (
ies efforts | :
or <ol

ty by creating
nal education. . o)

b

ion to innovatior
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Enhancing Literacy in Higher Education for Increased Graduate

Such findines suggest the need for adaptive univers

g patblic aued privatz employment. As one Aliic

dugation gepvices is pmarket biind. Admission polivies of |

are nol related to labour demand requiremeris, nor
,g}lﬁ;ﬂy 1o secondary schoal grades.

i

Employabilily in Nigena

85

ily responses vis a vic the labor
1 observer has toted. the supply
st cdacation institutions
to individual student interests, but

n, the policy 1eforms outlined in this paper conslitut= @ Jong overdue movement O

Nigerian higher education into concerl with current higher education practice around
the werld, but they are nither well undersfood nor appresiated by major s‘lak'choldcr
groups. A subsiantial dose of political will and broad-based icadership from both NUC ancl

Federal Ministry ol Education officials, as well as senior university

it the reforni package is to achieve its intended resulis. Unlortunately,
Lecause ol political miscalculations.

opportunity for these reforms may pass

3. EMPLOYABILITY AND HIGHER EDUCATION y

oflicers will be aceded

the window of’

ple terms, employability is about being capable of getling and keeping fulfilling

"1998). It is the possession

of the qualities and compelences

s of employers and customers by an individual, thereby
and potential in work. Employabilily defines the knowledge,
biai i

iours required by individuals 1o seek,
axw’ccasingty competitive labour
; “and persona

Aattributes
their ch
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ﬂm necd skilled hands. Ndukwe (2006) atibured the problem to the inadequate digival
component of iligerin Education. Ogundele (201 1) andt Olajice (2011 agreed with Ndukwe

- tha for ﬁiglwr education 1o have meaning ful impoct in Nioceria, the curticula should be
overhauled 1o gucommodate agressive fleracy and skills davelopment. The country neecls
greater comniilment on the issue of making praduaies employable: the development of
entrepreneurial skills and inculeation off work etliies and dizeipline in praduates should

‘come to the froal burner ol'the education industry.
In this direction, successive governments in the country have taken some steps. Since

1999 the government have made several efforts o lackle the nation's long-lestering
y ament has instituted more

igher education difficultics. Specilically, the present gover
olicy and institutional reforms in higher cducation than the combined governments Of
ous hwo decades. Among ils more notable actions are institutional audits of all

itics, revocation of the vice-chancellors' former privilege of personally selecting
{each year's student intake, reconstitution of all university governing councils with
preseniation, the licensing ol many more private universitics, excmption of
{alf from public service salary scales and regulations, and the increase in

university system.

ING‘EZMPLOYAB‘l‘L,ITY'--PROBLEM 0Y ENHANCING THE LITERACY CONTENT OF

R EDUCATION
ducation so far highlighted in this paper are worthy of
guarantee incieased graduate employability. Al best,
m, the counlry continues to exparience unbridled
matic slep that 2overnme it may want (o take is
> relornis, Heie, graduates would need to be
-y not only in English but in the mother longue

who wse their native languages in education
hould be taught across higher duca :

c7

subject. Lear
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able vrop of worker-citiz s that will be consistent ly
dee socio~economically rewarding

in innumerable technelogical

s to r2eiprocate and integrale in

programmes in hizher cducation in Nigeria will lead to
mve (e commen-ren, ey would be employers of
e intelicetuals rather than intelleet-workers, Urwasom ba
s as one that aims meeting (he job requirements of
cas the intellectual citizen is an all-round developed personality who
orencurial skills appropriately but is rightly ciitical of the context
to plage the latter wier: lieishe has developed the laste
erncy iu developad on adequate methodology involving the
(opinls and resouress, it would Be a huge sUCtess.

. in nations where higher education
ie, the country has been
en 2rave —

salvoge the
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o The case of Literacy. Llluucv and Reading in Nigeria, 3¢ 1),

iraregics fo;" achiw\-iu netionad integreaiion theough literacy development.
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8 Iln,her education and employabiline in the internarional lobowr markeer:

d for e 'h:ucaf educ‘anon Higher Education and Glabalization. 2011, pp, .
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