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o e s ] rban safety and security consciousness in Lagg:
e Ol pver e 'sd of five years (1996-2000). The _study facuse)so 2z
"“"'_OPOI'-T el a: e:‘ablcms and their coping measures in the metr::/c o a‘;
‘-'”'”“"_a{ 1{"’3/”6'"0 ; ied out on ten selected areas that are renowr d o
e sty the city. Household-heads were adminis -
bl“Ck_'-"Pom_ e Thi a:-ean;nsolicit information on causes, impacts and c;c:l‘;ns fg
qucmw{"a'ms-Th'S ‘::: incidence in their neighbaurhoqajs. Dam: cz(ﬁ 30,,,
e i sidents in the area of sm(l_)_' exhibited al .51€-0nsf0i
e el s ';ut still want to remain in their areas. Im‘_p icati s
e _Offea"& rm to modern city of the world are discusse 'm[es‘
Jusure p lanruyg ‘o canfom ement and control are urgfzd 10 ;?la)f prapers it
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nation becomes Increasing
value system, which wer
restnicted erimn

ly urbanized, the trachitional atrvetigres
¢ once cohered and sepyed a5 buffer and
al behaviours have been undermined (Aghola, 2602,
Crime, according to Harries (199 1), involves the
divine law, Dan Bambasau (1994) opines that crime 15 something
which offends the morality of society, or that violates the divine law
He argues that the consensus approach to defimng crime presents it as,
an offence that is committed by omission, commussion or dehiberately
But whichever form of approach, crime 1s abhorred becanse ne
all over the world adores or encourages crime.

There is no gainsaying the fact (h
cffects on the livability of urb

fred

violation of a

society
at cnme has deleterion,

an dwellers. That 1s the man reason why
Mukoro (1994), quoting Quetelet (1982) opines that, ‘crime was an
inevitable part of socicty...because society created it. Therefore, 1t 1.
necessary to curtail crime since 1t cannot be completely cradicated’
Thus, there is urgently a call for g thorough understanding of 15
investigation.

A thorough look at some studies condu
activities in cities of the world shows th
Africa in general and Nigeria in particul
studies of this phenomenon were conc

cted on criminal
at very little has been done 1n
ar. In other words, most early
entrated on the economically
¢ need to fill the vacuum, The

s the study area can be more justified by
asssessing its Strategic position in terms of population and crime

incidence.The population of Lagos grew from 266,407 in 1953 1o
665,246 in 1963;and the estimat i

ded 198% in 1980.The situation has
been no better in recent times Mukoro(1993).

The aim of this work, therefore, is to examine the impact of
crime heightened problems in Lagos city Nigeria,while the set

What socio-economic impacts cri
Lagos city residents,
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THE CONCEPT OF CRIME
The of urban cnme perpetration has attracted the focusing
attention of a munber of ccholars i recent imeg many of them have
attempted to shed light on the issue. While most of the scholars have
wntten on causes of crime, others have written on crimes and their
concentrated  locations. In the words of Rengert (1980) there is
constderable hiterature on the causes of crime most of which focused
sociological and /or pathological factors. While Harmes
(1988) posits that crime 1s a social problem, which has attachment with
termtonal and city component, sinee crime rates can differ substantially

over short distances. This, coupled with the fact that the spatial view
antitative and qualitative aspect

ewil

on coonomid,

permuts a useful assessment of both qu
of crime, led to the choice of the ncighbourhond unit as an area-unit for
investigation.

rimes arc localized

However, research has shown that most ¢
(Hassan Arif 1993; Prinheiro, 1993). The preponderance of crimes in
the cities havesbeen attributed to the large proportion of migrant youths
in search of jobs under the prevailing harsh economic conditions
(Guardian correspondent, 1992 Prinheiro, 1993).The presence of the

large pool of idle Youths who afe generally unskilled and often
homeless, creates a fertile ground for deviant activitic_s (Tar.nun-o,
1985). It is also argued t ety with 1ts

hat the strugture of Nigerian socl
unequal opportunity structure and crumbling of traditional social norms
and values in favour of exoti

c values has consequently coloured
societal perceptions of crime and criminal behaviour (Sofola, 1994).
In spite of the variety of acts associa

ted with urban crime, little:
or no attempt has been made to investigate the nature and implications
of the label empiriC

this context and the - rising
incidence of crimes in

heightened problems of criminality in Lagos city, Nigcna. Even
though, many actions were taken to stem the gde of crime waves in
Lagos state by the government and the §ecur1ty. agenmcs,whlch not
only mounted surveillance,but also established different patrol teams
and equipped the personnel with modemn w_eapons and gadgets. Desp;gi
this, crime incidences continue to increase in Lagos State as a whole. '.

ally. It is within
our urban centres that this' pape

1

on latitude 6° 22’N and

THE STUDY AREA
wde 2°42E and 6° 52°E

Location_and_size€: Lagos State is situated

ximately on Longi

6°52’N. It also lies appro 2"

(Odumosu, 1999) with a population of about 9 million and 2111.1t am;::i
7.6 %( NPC, 1994).1t is the largest metropolitan

orowth rate about 7.6 B( NI 77y unded in the West 21_"
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May 1967 by virtue of the state (creatie
:’:’;(I) 4"«:‘r ‘:"{‘(:Z)(:'m(ll South by the Aclantic '(l;"r:',,' ',.!',".fl_j "'.f: oo
g e .
emains ,(;:C .r".”;:cci clu‘mu;tcd the old federal territory of Lazos, which
e % ])cccmi,cr .|l2n;l‘) of the nation and was the capital of Nigeria
osnimisediBrdsss lk(-'- )‘1!.[.:1gm was also the old colony ' t‘h,;r
= h(‘(‘"y.’ ; lf" korodu and Epe divisions. Flowe
il O.HC ,nr l(‘( (f‘(l by subsequent state creation cxercies ar
ey r;hc,,(,:,,-l \<; 36 states of the Federal Republic of NIS','_;TI.I ‘
..., i) 'M, growth r)f Lagos State 1s one of the fuctor
daily freflux of im(, ||(1L’1cu,\c of crime rate 1in the metropolis There -
new: igrasts comx:r;g,r.m!s from all walks of lifc in to the state ;kllx
imoscts of tite st.ucl )Iulcnm no sma!l measure to both socio cc«,n‘um'
o o gr‘ov;lh,acos State with a population of about 9 m:lhr;;
Btk et rlalc of 7.§%(NPC.1994) 1s a daily receiver of
nacknictienis TT ancc,:_lndlw.duals into its termitories among the
State is attributed ‘to ;)cogmr:i:r)::i(;:c Z:gmkc gy L:lgu'»
el : ' expansion factors. Loc
s Zdigiz‘;\dl:ihm, Tkeja, Agege, Surulere and others that we?l
il gy iy I(.:lly, are now among the expanded areas that
e apr(;tls(i 'II‘_]:“S is so becgusc all the green belt mainly
St parate agos from its surrounded villages (now
een eaten up by the expansion (Odumosu, 1991)‘-’

ver, Lape

METHODOLOGY

. This study is based on data from the Nigeria Police Abstract of Crimes

and Offences Statistics that stand as the major source for secondary

. | d i i i
 xamines the/|! agzif;?:tlf:g::, ;Vhllﬁ the primary sources are data collected from the
. admini of questionnaires to respondents in the s
| . tud
| (r:}ajccgnl:mtsd on tbese sources are centered on assessment og :;::;c;lr.it:
e ertesC th))bed as: Crime Against Persons (CAP), Crime Abgainst
perty ( ty),Crime Against Lawful Authority (CALA) and Crime

. Against Local Acts (CALact). All assessments are within Lagos State

over a period of five years (1996-2000)
There are legions of criminal. iviti
) g : activities commonly found 1
l_ilzc})lsatS:;Ee, f)ut o’;ly few within the city shall be the fo)::us \:::' lt:xr;
is stage. Ten LGAs from the city of Lagos tha
' : t are reno
£01t incessant crime waves and reported by newsamcdia were scI:::?i
tlc]n this znvesngsu.on. An attempt was made to reflect the proportion Lof
d.c area’s population from the whole metropolis in the questionnaires
1s'tnbutlon(sce tables 1 and 2).The selected ten LGA’s have

estimated population of 5.7million(Odumosu,1999). -
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pling method was used in the choice
in arcas that have no

A systematce random sam
Eti-Osa,

of houscholds n the study arca. Wherecas,
of houses or layouts, like in

rs, every tenth housc was chosen at random
hile in the G.R.A. and arcas with
ach strect were chosen. In
as was obtained

partuculan arrangement

Oshodi/lsolo among othe
before systematically sclected, W
attemn, the first two houscs on ¢
addition. the statistics incidence of crime in the are
from the police as back-up evidence for mvestigation (sce tables 3 and
4). Mecanwhile, ten LGAs within Lagos mectropolis were chosen for this
assessment and they include: Agege, Apapa, Eti-Osa, Tkcja, Lagos
Island, Lagos Mainland, Mushin, Ojo, Oshodi/lsolo and Surulere.
some socio-economic indices such as; age and scx of
lification and job status, type of residential
among others were generated
cre first scored in
1 rating scale (see
and

gndiron p

However,
respondents, ceducation qua
and security coping mechanism
accordingly by the author. The assigned crimes W

entages and later ranked using Z-scorc statistica
also tables 5 and 0). This is to determine the extent of differences,

significant relationship between and among the criminal activities in

Lagos metropolis.

I'able 2.Popoulation of Lagos Metropolis 1963-1993
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Year (Estimated) Area (in Sq i
::))((:2 frea 1. miles) qq?jl;r;pulminn
,983 27.00 3,538.000)
T 27.00 2,788,736
oo 27.00 3,022,936
Tt 27.00 3.063 591
5 27.00 5.’:*’»5:71“ ]

{:;_\;I‘A PRESENTATION
ith regard : 51
gard to data analysis, both descriptive and empirical statistical

mC[hOdS wWcerce U;C(' ”l UIIS ”l CS[l‘".lt on. .l 11 (Iy,
- . A. Him 1g: : ‘ .

Source: F : 5
ce: Federal Office of Statistics, Lagos Office (2000)

used for

simple percentages,

the work.

L S S

an addition and straight forward description of data

as in the case of the

sel ithi
ected LGAs within Lagos metropolis (see the Appendix)

In metropoli
politan Lagos, there existed a clear intra-urban

variation in the distribution of criminal incidence

s as provided in tables

5 and 6. i i
This spatial pattern shows the difference between cni
crime

Table 1.Population of Selected LGA’s of Lagos State, 1996-2000
L.G Area Males Females Total occurrence rat ;
[ Tagos Island 85,222 85411 170633 K ates and affected residence rates. Wh
| Laos Mainland 467132 411,473 508,305 Z‘znfiu‘gz r;umbgr of times they had been cither :'eics:[t)i?:dcms were
FAgcgc 348,459 307,818 656,277 their odeal a(r: w1ctir}essed to crime commitment, all of ‘hcs of cnmc'
| Eti-Osa 99,235 74,689 173,924 || cordingly (see table 7). m narrated
| Ikeja i 359,346 359,416 718,762 || Table 3. Categor i
. s y of Cr .
[Mushin | 523,944 466,099 999,043 || Western Nigeria ime and Offences in Lagos State-South-
; 556,219 473,944 1,030,163 ||( Crime Agai - .
f—OJO e gainst Crime A -
[' Isolo/Oshodi 405,049 | 366,055 771,104 f o Persons Pio 3':;nst Crime Against | Crime Against
| Apapa _ 88,307 72,242 160,549 ||| - (CAP) (CAPYy) 5 thLa_quI Local
[ Surulere 121,344 116,350 237.694 | [ Marder — e uthority(CALA) | Acts (CALact)
[ Total - 2,583,707 2,733,497 SA17TAS4 || Wl Traffic Ofiznce |
Source: Federal Office of Statistics: Lagos, 2005. | Manslaughter Demand with Cgirrrfncy Notes
i menace "9 Liquor Offence
uicide :
Theft/stealing | Gambling Doge A
Grievous Harm/ | Bu Offence
r -
' Wounding glary greach of Public Narcotic
Assault - i Offence
= __House Breaking | Perjury —
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[ Offence
[ Ch ' d Township
Id stealing False Bribery an
o Pretence/Cheating | Corruplion Oﬂcnccl-
titution
Forge Escape from Pros
rape e Lawful Custody
Kidnapping Receiving Stolen | - -
Goods -
Unnalural Possession of
Offence Firearms -
son -
e e o I by the Author (2008).

Source: Olumodeji (1994) and modifiec

Table 4. Crime Rate in Zone 2 Lagos Nigeria

1985 24.404 66436] 2,667 989 I?g,ggg
1986 29,677 79.606 | 2,944 1,181 13303
1987 33.821 ao,17|  3g60( 2181\ 8870
1988 21.580 s7003 6787|1949 87319
89 19.111 gsss0| 9332 LI 18222
o 20643 111333 | 11943 | 2066 154985
goo: 36201| 130709 | 13,580( 3,711 184,214
o 96761 | 153986 | 15.185( 5682| 271, 14
o 03772 | 179.885| 15499| 6722 295,338
o 00278 | 138007| 13,806 4947 241,916
o 26744 | 138486 | 11,790 = 4,896 210,354‘
et 02666| 132333 1L361| ~ 3994| 240354
o 00.347| 206750 | 11,181 [ 2,673 2 é 0951
iy 04947 396404| 12099| S00L| 50845
119933 104.646 | 556,388 13,322 ;,(5);(7) 685458
06733 | 441,962 | 14, 3, 60
'f‘oigl [ 1,041,331 | 2,926,985 | 176,062 _54,7::1(1 2)’11=f 9, CSJ
FO h ,Ni eria Police Force Abstracts of Cnme _
g Ak 0).Modified by the Author,(2009).

Statistical Reports (200

FINDINGS

The result of analys ‘
the spatial pattern of resi
population concentr.

relationship between ;
characteristics of the respon

ation. :
the location units of t
ents. The phenomenon
L 1:e 1e anparent

is of some selected LGA’s gf
dential units, location

One can testify that the
he residence an

Lagos State reflects

of offenders and

re "is close
d population

of the urban ghetto

ly responsible fo;
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owing native-born residents that live in the heart of the city, they form
a lower class. While urban migrants are forced to reside in the per
urban areas of the metropolis Conscquently, these social divisions in
Lagos State are exacerbated by the spatial distnibution of cniminals of
different categories. From the results obtained through questionnaires
administered to ten LGA's in the state, the following outcomes are also
revealed:
In Lagos State as a whole, there 1s a clear cut distinction

between the victims to crime commitment and witnessed to crime
occurrence. When respondents were asked the number of times they
had been aware of being victims of burglary, robbery and other offence
in their areas, the least victims come from Lagos Island area. While
witnessed to crimes committed was topped by Lagos Mainland and
followed by lkeja (LGA).There is a correspondence of the areas of
high rate offence like in Agege,Oshodi/Isolo,Surulere (LGAs) where
there were high rate of victims as well as high rate of witnesses to
offences committed such as in Ikeja, Agege and at Lagos Mainland
respectively. This no doubt conforms to the general observations that
offenders do not travel far to commit crimes (Agbola,1997). The
characteristics of the environment where crime occurs in the study areca
include; the quality of housing and type of essential amenities usually
available in the areas are parts of the criteria leading to crime
causation. ' ’
A close look at gross spread of violence in Lagos metropolis
shows that virtually no part of the metropolis is spared without one
type of offence being committed or the other. For example, a total of
291(58.2%) respondents were victims of crimes committed. Whereas, a
number of 142 (28%) houschold heads were witnessed to offences
committed in ten LGA’s within five (5) years. Ironically, this
engenders a heightened fear of attack on Lagosians, with every person
wearing long face of unpleasant ordeal resulting from urban crime in
one form or the other. To corroborate this, more than half (86.8%) of
the total household heads have fallen a victim to at least one residential
burglary, theft, assaults and so on in their respective area of residences.
While, only 13.3% of total respondents in the study area (LGA’s)

never had any physical attack from the criminals.
Urban crime in ihe study area manifests in a number of ways

-and the most common perpetration occurs at home accounting for

41.8% (see table 7). A large proportion of victims-37.4% were merely
stopped on the way and attacked. While a large proportion of attacks
(41.8%) were committed at the victims®’ homec
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attacks, this could be as a result of the fact that not
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Ls Al %
Fable 7. Methods Used by Criminals to Attack Victims in the
Study Area

. ack account for just

(victims) have vehicles,while other methods of attack accou Methoos —~— e
2%. . in Lagos State Households (%)

Table 5. Incidence of Crime Rate Reported in Lagos Stopped and attack on the way | 187 37.4

:{129\6‘;2000) = CAPL CALA g:;\LHCl Broke into household units 209 t1.8 i

— 805 5163 910 Defrauded 16 152 ‘
-‘\ !:C‘_:C 8224 864 620 .

Apapa 25 6378 249 390 Broke into Car 18 36 |
Eti-Osa ;ggf 2550 1029 833 Other Methods 0 50

Ikcja = - 470 -

Lacos Island | 26190 28470 fg;’l 922 Total 500 100.00 i
La;os 45140 28300 Source: Author’s Field Survey, (2008).

Mushin 16140 26230 538 1006 o ’I‘h'c sccyrity coping mechanisms used in some residential
Qjoo . 9470 9961 761 2104 bu1l(_lmf-;s.m various _places within Lagos metropolis are not limited to
Oshodi/Isolo 16000 20400 5 1845 the individual buildings only, but, more sophisticated measures are
Surulere a.. 20300 24520 > 10096 extended, and influenced by the social and special settings of the arcas.

u l 173094 206936 1247 £ 2000). The special characteristic includes criminals to intrude easily into
Tota estigation Departmen neighborhood and city centers. For instance, in some areas within

Source: Lagos State Criminal Inv .
* CALA = Crime Against Lawful Authority

. k - | j
“%’:i’;’ c—:,gr;:.fg;;;e;opeﬂy * CAlact = Crime Against Local Acts

Table 6.Scores of Incidence of Crim

e in Selected Area of Lagos ‘

City in l:ercentag‘gAP “CAPty CALA 0(;3Acht‘
aI;SA 046 249 . 2'33- 6.14
Abeb 0-74 3.97 3 6 3.86 ‘
Apapa L12 3.08_ L9 2
Ef-Osa 521 23.67_ g;g e
Ikeja Island | 15.13 13.75} : 12)67 913
Lae% 16.01 13.67 } g ‘
LLagos z il P —
i 1795 -
Mainlanc 9.32 1282 °. | 19'?4 996 |
Mushin 547 481 AT .
0 : k . =i
(O)Jzodi/Isolo 9.24 9.86 22 o
> 11.72 11.85 : 59.60 3
Surulere ‘0'4 > 99.97 99.95 -99. e

i
v

Lagos metropolis, security transcends individual house: high and tall
gate erected on road to slow down the speed of restricted movement
within their areas particularly at night. In other areas, some landlords/
households had organization of vigilant groups.

RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSION

Reducing crime in any urban area or city is usually paramount in the
mind of individuals, government and its agents that manage and
control crime. Whereas, the source of crime are in all spheres,
accordingly, residents have sought to tackle crimes on all fronts, and
govemment and its agents are not relenting. Nevertheless, all these are
not easily come by, because, criminals are daily discovering new
methods to unleash terror on their victims. Violent crime 1S Increasing
on a daily basis not only in Lagos but also all over the country. Since
violence is no fun for victim, everybody has a strong desire to be safe.
This is the reason why citizens demand for more secunty personnel cn
our streets, stiffer prison sentences for offenders, acquisition of modem
warfare that can withstand criminals who have resulted in using more
weapons that are more sophisticated than those of the police.
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However, the following recommendations arc put forward as
ccveral ways by which Lagos residents can cope with criminal
activities in their arcas.

People should always n

saintain a positive attitude; they should
this usually causes unnccessary

o
not feed their minds with fear,
tension and panic.
o People should always mind their own business, they should not
be curious about what their neighbours do for a living.
o People should avoid carrying a large amount of money oOr
¢ items freely.

cxhibit any criminogeni
nts of any area feel

It is also recommended that since reside
have cfficient sccurity outfits, security posts

secured when their arcas

should be provided. Too many outlets which provide routes of escape
for criminals, is an jdication of a poor neighbourhood planning, thus,
planners and urban designer should therefore, endeavour to be security
conscious in the planning and design of residential ncighborhoo-ds,
while keeping general environmental health and accessibility habits.
Neighborhood associations should be more encouraged because SO that

everybody is his brother’s keepers. .
Finally, police patrols should be extended from major roads to
be provided with modem

the interior areas. Police officers should
crime-fighting equipment. The police numeric strength should be
increased and their welfare given priorities. Government §hould
improve crime prcvemipn, managemert an{i c;_qntrol, “allocating _of‘
adequate logistics and funds to the polic;. This 1\;/111 equally boost the ;
i when polic
morale of police officers and only W P o Onlf)

ditions of services that their public image can _ Or
:chC:; will the police be able to perform and reduce corruption, collision

with criminals an grant extortion of money frgm

especially innocent It

otorists. v

e. are given better. ‘| .

the public,: -

d open fla 1
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