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TOURISM PLANNING IN NIGERIA: A CASE OF KWARA LO85, Yol t G PARy2000 Uiy
] STATE
F international tourism (Aliyu, 1998). ocial
e Ahmed Y.A. The importance of tourism in every nation cannot be over- 10ka
brop | Department of Geography emphasised because its contribution to the global peace and -ocal
) University of llorin, llorin social understanding is no less significant. While it promotes the and
Abstract ] peaceful co-existence between man and nature, tourism strives to local
s g;;i PBI;GIFV_GXQMIhes the need (or tourism planning in gLall?;?ge:'h;ar;ieg#ga;;s}séeé:;gd heritage, not only for the present or the
resources w?ih?g Viévgvez)amfh’r’zuggn ar;;’a/y sis of the State tourist Tourism accounts for 60% of all the “exports in the world’
to focus upon. Whereas ;%”ge loga/ gfgfﬁ‘;%ggféﬁe,’nd‘(’fsuy (Ezema, 1993). Catering for the travellers from abroad is so (wara
significant activity, it rema;ins only where ar;d How 10 coré; reat y{a important that some countries depend on the industry for half of yating
tuture growth and make adequate planning for the industcen ;?’ b their foreign exchange earnings. This is one of the reasons why'  :tions.
study therefore identifies some bottlenecks and deﬁcienc:’tg. .s‘uc’i;j Ozo (1993), describes the industry as “one of the magic formulae ations
as, inadequale planning for physical development of facillies and B AGEus AU ohrar e, sper spaaas, va waalls o NSy, o
ab’o?/‘; n;zu‘:;:;,or?: t%’}f mafd‘il:;g/egu?[i Sf:gizgzgngren?;s spéctacdlar scenery, and lrinl cuﬁluresl that have always' 2s aré
government at the various levels. Thus some su estiorfs ar: fascinated arm chair travellers. Yet, apart from North Africa which ita-llo-
put forward in this work towarcis overéoming (heggproblem of has taken advantage of proximity to European generating wrea of
uqimpressive toun's_i visits and low participation by both public and Lrjr:jadrg;adt:,v ol oth: q" (Bcggilflgggtasn d ctgzn::— 19%°;fnt'al it 1 aroey: e:;zg
g,',’,',’:f,iesf,féogvg, H ourta.;.;'ump ey !,/:Iaf LR T yElions Wil Nigerri)a in spite of being tr?e most p.opulous country In isina
opment of tourism in Nigeria. A : ' : :
i (RN Africa, with enormously blessed tourist resources, lags far behind intry to
Introduction , many African countries in terms of tourist inflows and earnings. In inother
. . lh oy o .

Tourism has been defined in vari ; his maiden speech at the 15" edition of the World Tourism Day in snment
authors (Ozo, 1993; Ezema, 1993; Aliyu rgllg'sa)wa};souay d(l:fg;%r;t September, 1998, Patrick Aziza, a retired Major General and the tourists
defines tourism as the past e of,joume’ying PR homéq'to it former Minister for Commerce and Tourism, observed that the
other place, near or far. It contains ma World Tourism Organisation (WTO) has created a global » stone
as, tansportation by air sea anr::{ Sg;adrawf::(ejme;etfvisct,;csh awareness of the importance of tourism, not only for economic biggest

accommodation and entertair;ment t:or visitors an'd the manufacturé [0 lcomeiandsintsmationalunderstanding, but also to worldly rg, now
and sale of thousands of items. from souvenirs' to jet aircrafts peace and universal observance of human rights and fundamental e from
According to Pearce (‘i981) T relationsiu'p L freedom for all without discrimination against race, sex, language  at need
phenomena arising out of the journeys and temporary stays of Aﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁgﬂf g'f t:g'fofr;r: ?rj‘g[‘;fas‘,m why Nigeria cannotignore the  |n Owa-

' _,Qﬁoplt; :Lavzﬂmgt_ pnmfanly for leisure or recreational purposes. R R rgéper e te exdiivies (b ,{rielive;g

ou e durati isti L | it

night gminimu B '.sor;:m‘tggﬁf V:c?gefoégta;s_“?:é ;:U;ggf’i‘::jl aﬁ:ﬁ; ~degree of development achieved in the age long tourism planning, onder in
,stays of twenty-four hour)s, are puniversaﬂ recognized for \with the accompanying objectives of carrying out an analysis of  |ntained.
' y 9 wvarious Kwara State tourism resources. The study also identifies  |ve been

)by Y - .
- possSible areas or adaevelopment in the tourist inaustry.

"
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THE STUDY AREA: KWARA STATE
Kwara State was created on the 27™ May, 1967 as one of
the twelve states that replaced the former four regions (the
northern, western, mid-western and Eastern) of the country. Il
consists of 16 local government areas namply: Asa, Baruten, Egu.
Ekiti, Ifelodun, Irepodun, llorin-East,” llorin-south, llorin-
West,Others are; Isin, Kaiama, Moro, Offa, Oyun, Oke-ero and
Patigi. The population figure of Kwara State is put at 1.5million
(NPC. 1991) and is made up of Yoruba, Nupe, Bariba and some
other minor ethnic groups. The state covers an area of about
32,500sg.km and it is situated between latitudes 11°7’ and 11° 45'
north, and 2° 45’ and 6° 40’ east longtitude. The state has River
Niger as its natural boundary towards the northern and eastern
margins and shares a common internal boundary with Niger State
in the north, Kogi State in the east, Oyo, Ondo and Osun States in
the south; and an international boundary with the Republic of
: Benin in the West. With this unique attributes, Kwara State is
Situated about half-way between north-west and South-west and
consequently, the state is regarded as a ‘gate-way’ between the
northern and southern parts of Nigeria.
! Kwara State is made up of a plain land mass. The
prominent land-forms which provide spectacular scenery, include

Sobi hill in llorin, Owu falls in Owa-Kajola in Ifelodun Local
Government Area, and so forth. o

The climatic and vegetation
expanse of arable and fertile soi
iasket’ of the nation. The wide

patterns coupled with sizeable
S, make the state another ‘food
variety of crops such as yam,

cattle rearing. H3haT
.Kwara State is an entity with uniqu,e c
ifested in the ethnic composition of

- The culture of the state
S. There are various tra

ultural diversity. - This
all the sixteen local
is as diverse as the

2 ST PN

e

~ the wilderness” the spirit of
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Some of the festivals are ref"g;os:?:zl
orm of rituals, while o-t:he;:re'c?nimoka'
purposes. For example, the ‘Awon’, Mg;: ' and Oyun Local
festivals are held annually at Moro, Equngun’, ‘Sango’ and
overnment areas respectuve_ly. While ‘Eg o a'\nd Moro local
%risa Oko festivals’ are held in Ifelodun, Irepodu beqinning or the
government areas respectively, either to mark the beg
end of a climatic seasor:.
Tou"s'xr:Lrlfg‘;N ta'r:: gé?/eeral fascinating tourist potentials In }‘:“;\f:rf‘;
State are historical relics, natural land features, fattigctions-
sceneries, historical monuments and_ a galaxy of oct’htel_:' 2_ i aanl
The types of different features mentioned here an IFG". 1
as well as their descriptions are presented in T_able 1 ig 1. e

However, most of the above fascinating historical relics,
cultural monuments, museum as well as -other land fe?tures ?lre
yet to be fully developed in the state. For instance, the “Okuta- o—f
irin” where llorin town got its name is located at a_remote area o
Asaju compound at Idi-Ape, llorin has not recelved- necessary
attention. The first Friday Congregation Mosque built z.-lt _ab_OU’t
1831 by Alfa Alimi at Jin-ji compound, Agoo-market in llorin is in a
hidden location, and many tourists come all over the country to
worship in the sacred mosque. The Fanga Island is another
beautiful panoramic view\ in Jebba and a good picnic environment
along Ahoyaya falls, this area could be an asset for tourists
attraction in the. future if well developed.

The Essie Museum houses thousands of unique stone
images that were found in 1775. This imagery is the biggest
collection in Black Africa — most of the stone images are now
broken into pieces as a result of poor maintenance from
weathering activities. Other area, among tourist centres that need
proper care, is the spectacular natural water fali found in Owa-
Kajola in Ifelodun local government area of Kwara State. Even
though different governments in Kwara State have tried to

maintain adequate planning and developments of this “wonder in

commitment is not maintained.
Areas in Kwara State have been

and from the world ov_er.
inclined and some are in f

R s >
nougn some lo

Cal governmen
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ying to develop tourist industry in their area izati
S, the realization of
: dream has remained elusive. This is one of the reasons why
Paper examines relevant issues in the industry. In particular,

eeks to analyze the following issues:

at has been the areas of focus by State/Local Governments to

rism development?

at is the contribution of corporate bodies i
and private

viduals to the dgvelopment of tourism in the state?

it are the identifiable obstacles to the development of tourist

stry in Kwara State?

can these be resolved for a deve

a State?

ers to the above questions are discussed in the subsequent

ns.

loped tourist industry in

Y.A. Ahmed
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Table 1: Some Tourist Attractions and Festivals in Kwara

e ———

State. ]
TYPES DESCRIPTION L
HISTORICAL Js the clue to how liorin got s “ABAIU COMPOUND |
RELICS. OKUTA-ILORIN name (sfone for sharpening matal | 101 = APE. ILORIN
tools- llorin)
ALFA ALIMI'S A sacred mosque and residential | JINJI COMPOUND
MOSQUE AND place of Alfa Alimi which was built | AGOO MARKET
RESIDENCE. in about 1831, The mosque was | ILORIN
the first that was used for Friday —
congregational prayer, and where
people believed that prayers
never denied the worshippers
HISTORICAL OLOFA’'S PALACE, | An attractive ancient and modem
MUSEUMS OBA’'S TOMBS — palace.
ONIMOKA — Dead Kings rest here
SHRINE, EBO - Onimoka is also a shrine of a OFFA
OKUKALE, remarkable event in Offa
RECREATION CENTRE | This is a monument erected for
AND the remembrance of a
MOREMLI. dedicated railway Engineer -
Mr. L. Hewson around 1917
Modern recreation centre for
relaxation for both kiddies and
youths.
Moremi a reknown annual festival
in Offa.
JEBBA MUNGO-PARK The monument was erected in JEBBA
HISTORICAL CENOTAPH Jebba in the memory of the
TOURIST THE WRECKAGE OF | European explorer who died in
ATTRACTION MUNGO PARK'S SHIP one of his explorations. JEBBA
AREAS. Mungo Park’s boat - "Day Spring”
capsized and perished, below
New Bussa. It was recovered
and reserved at Jebba.
’, - -~
~ ¥ [ A E 'qwl',y /

it pdt.
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PERTORICAL/ F Ah;:w-—— he travelies

o
TOURRY Mungo Park's ship also wrecked
ATTRAC ION ol the rock's foot on October 7%
ARTAN M0 ROCK 1887 JENRA
HISTORICAL Some Drilish  colonists  were
CEMENTARY burted here  The First Chief
Judge of Northem Nigeria-Justice JERDA
Alastan  Davidson was  burled
here in 1901
JURRA COLONY, | Both colony and Fanga Island are
FANGA ISLAND, beauliful Panoramic view places

in Kwara State  Also good for JEDDA

pienic.  Ahoyaya falls Is not well
developed but could be a future

AHOYAYA - FALLS

assel
The Museum houses thousands |  ESIE

s “MUSEUM
MUSEUM of unique stone images thal were

found In 1775 In Esle South East
of llorin.  Esle Imagery Is the
bifjgest collection of its type in

: Black Africa.

“OWUFALL | SPECYACULAR Is located about 7km from Owa- | OWA.KAJOLA

NATURAL WATER FALL | Kajola and about 117km from | IN IFELODUN L.G.A

llorin.  The fall (s refarred to as.
‘wonder in the wilderness” and
compares with the Niagara falls in
the U S A for ils scenlc.

rmmm— SHEHU AUIMI'S | Kuo-Village is In Asa Local

~ RELICS MOSQUE. | Government  Area. The first | KUO-VILLAGE
, mosque bullt by Alimi was found
H here before he later setllod at
i llorin.  Visitors come all over
: eria (o (his legendary mosque.

N

mysterious
POND sald to be found In this pond,
some with Ear-rings and Beads.
This made the villagers
worshipped and offered sacrifices
1o the pond.

os were | BARUTEENLGA. |

Author's compilation, 2000.
(ii) Kwara State Tourism Board, llorin — 1996.
Research Methodology
The methodology for this work is both descriptive and
analytical. The descriptive survey used is based on employment of
sample survey. A sample survey is an examination of a population

nopulatior naer stuay, and such

NC

~government officials, ranging from attendants

1INSS Vol 7 No 2 Dee 2000 ¥ A Ahmed

Thus. the method of data collection for
re administration, in arder to solicit

In this case, a sample survey
% or

evaluation (Bogue, 1981)
this study is by questionnai

information from the respondents
method described above is utilized in the process About 0 5

450 people among the total population (532,088) of the study area
is sampled using simple random technique, lo afford every
member an opportunity lo participate In all, 450 questionnaires
were distributed and assessed for a period of about two (2)

months.
Apart from this, the researcher uses an on the-spol

observation of areas of study, and assessment of facilities and
infrastructures (where available) were also carried out This in all
provides background information that complements other data
obtained from other sources described later in this work

On the other hand, the analytical method used in this study
was based on the information obtained from the descriptive
sample. All information collected is analysed using simple
statistical tools, mainly central tendency, all which are analysed in
section of this paper.

Nature of Data Required and Sources
Several visits were made to different study areas where

tourism industries are established. For each area that s
delineated and assessed for the exercise such as; llorin, Jebba,
Offa and Omu-Aran (See Fig. 1), both the population and
concentration of tourism features were taken into consideratior
(See tables 2 &3). In otherwords, sampling method i1s used
basically because tourist sites are not evenly spread out within the
state. Even where they are found, they are not yet well
established. In the same vein, both primary and secondary
sources of information gathering used in order lo solicit for
information. In the former, on-the-spot assessment method s
used where the researcher did not only see things for himself but
interviews were also conducted among various segments of

people in the study areas. Interviews were conducted among
i 0 tourism officers

Doth
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fity (450) questionnaires were distributed among four -specific
study areas for extraction of relevant information. These include

llonn, Jebba, Omu-Aran and Offa.

Analytical Framework

This study used descriptive and inferential methods in
analysing our findings in this work. To this end, the data collected

were analysed accordingly,

using simple central

tendency

‘statistical tools, notably, simple percentage, tabulation and cross
tabulation as well as pie-charts). (See Fig. 2 and 3).

Table 2: Sample Population

PERCENTAGES
RESPONSE TOURIST NON- CUM %
FROM  NON- TOURISTS
TOURISTS
48 227 10.6 333
46 12.0 10.2 22.2
38 138 84 222
52 10.7 116 223
184 , 59.2% l 40.8 ’ 100.0

Author’s Compilation, 2000.

4
X4
» 2]
=

A

<5
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Table 3: To

unsm-Related Faciliti

es that a

¥ A. Ahmed

re demanded DY

ara State. __
Respondents in Some Study Areas’uc: Kw _—
Items lonn and | Offa Areas Jebba e |
Environs -
1 Public Park and S P 53 500 L
Gardens. e 20
& Community Centres 655 605 277
o
Road-side walk- -~ pog ool g 201
3 ways/walk-lree ways }
Sport Halls s
4 605 358 212 289
Cycle ways/Ring
118 4
T 19.4 350 289 351
5.
Libraries
504 154 5
6. Theatres and 356 270 415
ot i 442 299 365 194 1300
7
Swimming Pools .
.3
8. Museum/Galleries 815 303 354 68 <
1
9 Dance Hall 600 714 118 186
. 1808
10 Open Space 540 455 286 325
1857
17 Recreation Clubs’ 554 382 422 299
312 308 544 685 515 2052
Total
548.6 5142 408 4 4448 20161

Author’s Survey, 2000.

Results and Discussions
(a) Results

selected areas having notable potentials
tounsm undustry in Kwara State r'n\esel

This resea

LE

alie
A

include Ilonn

rch work focuses on the tourism planning in some
for the development of
Offa, Jebba

e field survey
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(vi) Land-use system. L
Categorisation of tourism resou;’ces components viZ-

i Modes of transportation. g

o Volumes and pattern of wisits per season

il
() (monthlgﬁar)' igin and destination
il Geographical origin a -
giv; Tourism demography — age, sex, peculiar diseases
to show the condition of a community to visit etc.
(v) Market segments i.e. package tour, excursions
(vi) Car hire services and so forth
(vii)  Length of stay or duration
(viii) Usage of facilities on the ground
If all the above components are put together and used as a
model in any of the study areas, no doubt, tourism development in
Kwara State would be worthy of emulation by other States of the

Federation.

(ii) Constraints on Tourism Planning 4
A lot of constraints are noted during the course of this work,

and in a broad sense, notably, a lot of difficuities are posed where

tourism is unplanned or ill-planned in any environment. Firstly, it is

noted that there is paucity of data on tourism, and where data are

available, there is shortage of trained persennel to man the data

pool at local and state levels.
Other constraints include low patronage by the masses (Kwarans)

to tourist centres.

Other dangers that tourism planning may face, if not well
planned, are social hazards, health problems, spoilage of the
environment, boom-bust cycle and the danger of enclavism, as
well as demonstration effect, and poor image creation and so forth
(Aliyu, 1998).

(iii) The Need for Tourism Planning in Kwara State
It is noted through many visits to some local government

areas in Kwara State, that some local govemments have shown
Background Analysis 4 H e : E keen interest in tourism industry. For example, llorin East Local
» & Government authority had one time sent some officers to Kano

4 v =pe 1 (Bagauda Lake Hotels) where the tourism school is located, and this

_ 3 is to promote the industry in the local government area of the state.

Howey, many I _qver_mnqnt areas are yet to pay adequate

attentic , i .
o tn
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develop tourism planning in Kwara State? The answer lo this is
not far fetched. A considerable debate oxists nowadays over the
Nature and extent of the impact tourism development may have on
host communities (UNESCO, 1976). Tourism is no longer seen
as pnly unreservedly beneficial, costs, as well as benefits, are now
aﬂnbuted to its development, (Young, 1973; Bryden, 1 973).
Tourism, as an integral part or specific sector of the general plan
of economl.c development can only prosper within the context of
thq country's progress, even though it calls for its own particular
policy. Hence, co-ordination between tourism planning and the
general plan must be based on co-ordination of effect in all the
sectors concerned. According to Foras (1973), “planning is the
forecastqu of the future needs". Planning is extremely a simple
concept; it consists basically of a decision (today) on where the
government or an organisation wants to be tomorrow and the
selectlr_)n of means and actions that will get it there. The planning
of tourism of the national, state or Local Government level must
be regarded as integral and therefore co-ordinated as a part of the
countr_y's genqral economic and social planning. Tourism is an
emerging socio-economic activity in the present day global
economy. There is, therefore, the need to plan for its
_development in Kwara State in general. The state, without doubt,
IS endowed with a lot of historical relics and attractive areas.
These areas consist of certain features and resources which, if
develo_ped, can easily motivate visitors to visit the State's
attractive centres. On the whole, therefore, Kwara State is
generally acknowledged as the heart of tourism in Nigeria
because of the variety, quality and potentialities of its tourist
attractions. These attractions include both natural land-scape
features, historic monuments and relics, fascinating sceneries a
galaxy of cultural festivals, comfortable tourism accommodation

facilities, and a warm and hospitality reception accorded .by

Kwarans to their visitors. |
(iv) Roles of Private and Public Sectors in Tourism

Development L AR IS OO e
~ The round peg must be pu und hole. Thus,

]

complement public sector's efforts and be very active in lhel
tourism development areas like, holiday villages, recreationa
parks, festivals/cultural revival, transport, accomrnqdallon.
promotion of package-tours and promotional maltenals In thewr
areas of choice. The public sector, state or local government
authorities too should not monopolise the development of tournsm.
In order to make planning of tourism possible in the state, there 1S
need to specify aims for planning tourism development to include
the following: _
To define short and long term objective, policies

implementation procedures for developing tourism

To co-ordinate and control spontaneous development.

To give suitable incentives to private sectors who are
complementing the states’ efforts in order 1o
provide tourist facilities where necessary.

To maximise socio-economic benefits (of investment and
operation) through efficient planning, education,
advertisement, and technical services to be
developed.

To guarantee that the sites chosen for tourist development
are not occupied by other economic activities.

To attract international finance and technical assistance
towards tourism development and environmental

preservation (Aliyu, 1998).
Conclusion

Tourism industry, in all its ramifications, is promising and

richer than the petroleum sector. This is a popular belief among
scholars, tourists, students and governments in Nigeria. Attempts
were made to see how the tourism industry was being developed
in Kwara State. While a measure of disparity was noticed among
different areas or within local government areas, where some local
government areas are giving more attention to the development of
tourism industry, others are yet to develop an understanding of the
industry in their areas. Also, where tourism sectors excelled, the
on-the-ground tourist-related facilities were found to be ill planned
or poorly maintained. Also, there is state of poor technology, less

awareness on the part of the general public and poor
, implementation of government policies.

' Suggestions are put forward as to how a well defined
’ i,!ﬁ g PGS, vt AP« A RN e P WL RISl B j G -
planning can speed up the promotion and deve opment _9 tourism

)

e - Ve T Y17 s
o Sa b o LT o Lol m et
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in Kwara state. These are effective co-ordination and better
tourism programme Even where development follows the
formulation of a plan, the planning process is not complete. As
Kahner, (1976) puts it, *...a plan is stalic and planning must be
dynamic”. Therefore a well defined planning for tourism in this

state is long over due.
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