[image: C:\Users\user\OneDrive\A  DOCUMENT\SCANNED JOURNALS\2019-06-07 JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2\JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2 001.JPG]


[image: C:\Users\user\OneDrive\A  DOCUMENT\SCANNED JOURNALS\2019-06-07 JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2\JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2 002.JPG]


[image: C:\Users\user\OneDrive\A  DOCUMENT\SCANNED JOURNALS\2019-06-07 JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2\JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2 003.JPG]


[image: C:\Users\user\OneDrive\A  DOCUMENT\SCANNED JOURNALS\2019-06-07 JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2\JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2 004.JPG]



[image: C:\Users\user\OneDrive\A  DOCUMENT\SCANNED JOURNALS\2019-06-07 JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2\JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2 005.JPG]


[image: C:\Users\user\OneDrive\A  DOCUMENT\SCANNED JOURNALS\2019-06-07 JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2\JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2 006.JPG]


[image: C:\Users\user\OneDrive\A  DOCUMENT\SCANNED JOURNALS\2019-06-07 JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2\JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2 007.JPG]


[image: C:\Users\user\OneDrive\A  DOCUMENT\SCANNED JOURNALS\2019-06-07 JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2\JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2 008.JPG]


[image: C:\Users\user\OneDrive\A  DOCUMENT\SCANNED JOURNALS\2019-06-07 JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2\JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2 009.JPG]


[image: C:\Users\user\OneDrive\A  DOCUMENT\SCANNED JOURNALS\2019-06-07 JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2\JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2 010.JPG]


[image: C:\Users\user\OneDrive\A  DOCUMENT\SCANNED JOURNALS\2019-06-07 JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2\JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2 011.JPG]


[image: C:\Users\user\OneDrive\A  DOCUMENT\SCANNED JOURNALS\2019-06-07 JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2\JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2 012.JPG]


[image: C:\Users\user\OneDrive\A  DOCUMENT\SCANNED JOURNALS\2019-06-07 JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2\JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2 013.JPG]


[bookmark: _GoBack][image: C:\Users\user\OneDrive\A  DOCUMENT\SCANNED JOURNALS\2019-06-07 JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2\JOURNAL OF CURRICULUM 2 014.JPG]
image7.jpeg
Journal of Curriculum and Instruction, Volume 10, Number 2, 2017

O’ level 9 9%
Parent's Qualification NCE/OND 15 15%
HND/B.Sc. 63 63%
Masters and above 13 13%
Parent’s occupation Civil servant 50 50%
Business man 42 42%
Artisan 8 8%

Table 1 show the response of students as regards their parents’ qualification. It
reflected that 9% of the respondents’ parents have O.'level qualification, 15% have
NCE/OND, and 63% are HND/B.Sc. holders, while 13% of the respondents’
parents are with Masters’ degree and above. 50% of the respondents parents are
civil servants, 42% are business men, while 8% are artisans.

Research Question 1. What is the extent to which undergraduate agricultural
students perceive the influence of parental educational level on students choice

of agriculture as a career?

Table 2

Extent to which Undergraduate Agricultural Students Perceive the Influence of
Parental Educational Level on Students Choice of Agriculture as a Career

item A % D %

1 Students whose parents are degree 55 55% 45 45%
holder especially in biology or
agricultural science tends to choose
agricultural science

2 Parent with low qualification does not 74 74% 26 26%
mind if their children choose agricultural
science as a course

3 Educational qualifications of parents has
nothing to do with students choice of
agricultural science 69 69% 31 31%

4 Educational inadequacies of parents . .
affect students interest in agricultural 67 67% 33 33%.
science
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The table 2 revealed that 55% of the respondents agreed to the statement that
students whose parents are degree holders especially in biology or agricultural
science tends to choose agricultural science while 45% disagreed. 74% of the
respondents agreed that parents with low qualification does not mind if their
children choose agricultural science as a course while 26% disagreed. 69% of the
respondents agreed that educational qualifications of parents has nothing to do
with student’s choice of agricultural science while 31% disagreed. 67% of the
respondents agreed that Educational inadequacies of parents affect students’
interest in agricultural science while 33% disagreed. All but item 3 response
support that students choice of agriculture as a career is dependent on parent’s
educational background, so it can be deduced that parents’ educational
background has influence on student’s choice of agricultural science.

Research Question 2. What is the undergraduate agricultural students
perception on the influence of parental income on their choice of agriculture as a

career?
Table 3

Undergraduate Agricultural Students Perception of the influence of Parental
Income on their Choice of Agriculture as a Career

S/IN Item A % D %

1 Students from low income homes fail 64 64% 36 36%
to develop interest in the choice of
agricultural science

2 My choice of studying agricultural 50 50% 50 50%
' science is independent of my parents’
income

Table 3 showed that 64% of the respondents agreed that students from low income
homes do not develop interest in the choice of agricultural science while 36%
disagreed. 50% of the respondents agreed that their choice of studying agricultural
science is independent of their parents’ income while 50% disagreed. This implies
that parents’ income do affect students choice of agriculture.

Research Question 3. How do agricultural students view the influence of
parental occupation on their choice of agriculture as a career?
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Table 4

Agricultural Students Views on the influence of Parental Occupation on their
Choice of Agriculture as a Career

S/N Item A % D %

1 Students’ family and friend with a 59 59% 41 41%
background in agriculture have impact
on their choice of agricultural science

2 Parents’ occupation tends to influence 52 52% 48 48%
students choice of agricultural science

3 Impression from students visit to 55 55% 45 45%
parents’ work/occupation places affect
their choice of agricultural science

4 Parents whose occupations are 65 65% 35 35%
doctors, lawyers, pharmacist strongly
oppose the decision of student to
choose agricultural science

Table 4 showed that 59% of the respondents agreed with the statement that
Students’ family and friend with a background in agriculture have impact on their
choice of agricultural science while 41% disagreed. 52% of the respondents
agreed that parents’ occupation tends to influence students choice of agricultural
science while 48% disagreed, 55% of the respondents agreed that Impression
from students visit to parents’ work/occupation places affect their choice of
agricultural science while 45% disagreed, 65% of the respondents agreed that
parents whose occupations are doctors, lawyers, pharmacist strongly oppose the
decision of student to choose agricultural science while 35% disagreed. It can
therefore be inferred that parents’ occupation do affect students’ choice of

agriculture.

Hypotheses Testing

Hypothesis 1: There is no significant influence of parental educational level on
students’ choice of agriculture as a career

Table 5 represent the t-test results of influence of parental educational level on
students' choice of agriculture as a career The results revealed that that there is a
significant influence of parents’ educational level on students’ choice of agriculture
as a career as the p-value (0.002) is less than the 0.05 level of significance. Hence

the null hypothesis is hereby rejected.

e ———_—————, l 63





image10.jpeg
Journal of Curriculum and Instruction, Volume 10, Number 2, 2017

Table 5

Influence of Parents’ Educational level on Students’ Choice of Agriculture as a
Career

Variable N Mean SD t. df Sig

Choice 100 49.86 5.690
0.43 92 0.002
Parents
qualification 100 2.8 0.778
P<0.05

Hypothesis 2: There is no significant influence of parents’ income on students’
choice of agriculture as a career. '

Table 6 indicates that there was significant influence of parental income on
student choice of agriculture as a career. This is because the P-value (0.002) is
less than the level of significance (0.5). Hence, the null hypothesis is rejected.

Table 6
Influence of Parents’ Income on Students’ Choice of Agriculture as a Career

t Df
Variable N Mean SD value Sig
Choice 100 49.86 5.690 0.509 98 0.002
Income 100 4.86 1.442
P<0.05

Hypothesis 3: There is no significant influence of parental occupation on
students’ choice of agriculture as a career.

In table 9 it is showed that there is significant influence of parental occupation on
students’ choice of agriculture as a career . The p-value (0.002) is less than the
significant level (0.05). Hence, the null hypothesis is rejected. This therefore
means that parental occupation has significant influence on students choice of

agriculture as a career.
Table 7

Relationship between Students’ Choice of Agriculture as a Career and Parents’
()ccupation

: t
Variable N Mean SD value df Sig
Chuure 100 49.86 5.690 0.333 98 0.002
Parcils

occufi1tion 100 1.61 0.723

-0.05





image11.jpeg
Journal of Curriculum and Instruction, Volume 10, Number 2, 2017

Discussion of Findings

The findings from the study revealed that undergraduate agricultural students
perceive parent educational status to have influence on student choice of
Agriculture as a career. These findings are in line with the statement of Hewitt
(2010), that factors influencing career choice can either be intrinsic or extrinsic or
both. and that most people are influenced by careers that their parents favour
while the parental favourite career will be determined by the parental level of
education. Studies have also affirmed that there is a strong relationship between
parent’s education, background and the career choice of their offspring. Research
report also has it that parents with postsecondary education tend to pass along its
importance to their children (Mortimer, 1992).

Findings from the research further indicates that students perceive the parent
income level influences the children choice of agriculture as a career. This view
is shared by Nwachukwu (2003) when the researcher maintained that boys from
high income earning families tended to assume that they would go for higher
education and have occupational choice restricted to a professional executive
type. Thus, students from parent of high income level will rather choose a vocation
or career that is commensurate with their parent status. Since it is a fact that
income level usually dictates someone's status in the society, hence children from
rich family will not opt for agriculture as a career while children from poor homes
will have no choice but to accept any opportunity that is available. Stebleton (2007)
also noted that family economic status is a strong predictor of children’s academic
outcomes which eventually determines their life career.

The research findings further showed that parental occupation has significant
influence on student's choice of agriculture as a career. Wildman and Torres
(2002) explained that prior experience in agriculture through their parents and
relatives in agriculture had the biggest impact on students when choosing to major
in agriculture. The author noted further that family and friends with a background
in agriculture oftentimes have an impact in a students’ decision to major in
agriculture. Students’ interests oftentimes match the interest with the field of
agriculture. Moreover, children will like to identify with the occupation of their parent
if such occupation is prestigious while children of parent with low status occupation
would want to work hard to have an occupation with better status than that of their
parent. Chauhan (1996) also opined that the economic and occupational level of
the home affects the vocational goals of youths by influencing their aspirations to
be similar to those held by their parents and by discouraging aspiration to level
much above or below the parental occupational status while Nwachukwu (2003)
expressed that certain groups of occupations are inherited. Though it is not known
why an association exists between a father's occupation and his son’s career
choice, this relationship is present al,jd influences the career choice of some

students.
Conclusion

The study has investigate into the influence of parental socio-economic status of
undergraduate agricultural students and their choice of career. The study made
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~use of University of llorin undergraduate Agriculture students as a case study.

Three socio-economic parameters were researched into and these are parental
educational level, parental income as well as the parental occupation. The
perceptions of the respondents were sought based on those parameters and their
choice of agriculture as a career. Based on the findings of the study it was
concluded that parental educational level has influence on career choice of
university of llorin undergraduate students of agriculture, parents’ level of income
have positive influence on the undergraduate agricultural students choice of
agriculture as a course of study and career; parental occupation also has a
significant influence on the undergraduate agricultural students choice of
agriculture as a course and career. -

Recommendations
The following recommendations are made based on the research findings

Students should be encouraged by career counselors to explore their parental
educational status in line with other factors like their personal aptitude, interest
and other aspirations to make informed and better career choice.

Students should be assisted to make use of their parent income or economic
status as a springboard to acquire worthwhile education that could lead them to a
fulfilled career life rather than capitalizing on their parents economic status as the
major determinant that would shape their career path.

Students should be guided to make an appropriate assessment of their parental
occupation in line with their own personality, interest, aptitude and capability in
making a better career choice rather than depending on their parental occupation
as the sole determinant of their career choice.

‘Also Agricultural science teachers should encourage students and orientate them

on areas of specialization in the profession and where they could be gainfully
employed after studies.
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Abstract

Career selection is one of many important choices students make in determining
future plans. This decision will have impact on them throughout their lives because
it would determine who they become in life. It is against this background that this
paper investigated the influence of Parental socio-economic status on career
choice of agriculture students of University of llorin. Simple random sampling
technique was used to select respondents across five levels of the University
Agricultural Students. The instrument used was a researcher designed
questionnaire administered to 100 undergraduate agriculture students of the
University of llorin. Frequency and Percentage was used to analyze the data while
t-test statistic was used to test the hypotheses. The findings shows that there is
positive influence of parents’ educational level, parents’ income and parent’s
occupation and student’s choice of agriculture as a career. Recommendations
were made that; students should be encouraged by career counselors to explore
their parental educational status in conjunction with other factors like their
personal ‘aptitude, interest and other aspirations to make informed and better
career choice. Students should be assisted to make use of their parent income or
economic status as a springboard to acquire worthwhile education that could lead
them to a fulfilled career life rather than the depending on their parental status as
major determinant of their career path. Students should be guided to make an
appropriate assessment of their parental occupation in line with their own
personality, interest, aptitude and capability in making a better career choice. Also
Agricultural science teachers should encourage students and orientate them on
areas of specialization in the profession and where they could be gainfully
employed after studies.

Introduction

The quest for better life has always been the struggle of human since the beginning
of life on earth. This better living could only be achieved through appropriate
academic courses and the career path that such individual choose. Education is
seen as a means of achieving personal prestige, higher income, means to position
of power and authority and an assess into occupations that are satisfying and
interesting. Thus, every student reach a:point when they are confronted with the
decision to choose an academic programme that would lead them to the career

of their choice.
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Obiunu and Ebunu (2010) noted that individuals need to determine the kind of job
they may like to engage in thus they choose career based on the view of the
society. Therefore, career selection is one of many important choices students
make in determining future plans. This decision will impact them throughout their
lives because the essence of who the student will become revolves around what
the student wants to do as their life-long work. Based on the above factors, whether
realistic vocational choices are made by youths in their secondary school years
should be a matter of serious concern to all educational agents and most especially

our school counselors.

In student’s academic life, a stage comes where they have to select a field of study.
It is the pre-requisites for the career that they want to practice in future. This
decision have very important role because it affect their professional life. Oyamo
and Amoth (2008) explained that as students attempt to decide career while in high
schools, the problem of matching their career with their abilities and school
performance arises because at the secondary school level, students are expected
to have knowledge of what they intends to do in the future. This in turn guides the
choice of subjects they will register for in the Senior Secondary Certificate
Examinations (SSCE). In addition to this are lots of factors in life and in the field of
vocational choices like, parents, teachers, friends, radio, television and books that
surrounds the adolescents' day-to-day activities and they very much influence his
way of life (Oyamo & Amoth, 2008).

The issue of career choice is a serious concern to all because many factors come
to play in influencing individual choice of a suitable career. Nwachukwu and
Agulanna (2004) stated that occupational choice is a developmental process,
occurring over the period of about ten years. They further stated that the process
is essentially irreversible, since certain choices cannot be changed, thus every
individual need to be very careful while making this choice. In the same vein,
Kochung and Migunde (2011) remarked that career selection has become a
complex science with the advent of information technology, the emergence of post
industrial revolution and job competition.

Issa and Nwalo (2010) observed that in a democratic society, an individual has a
freedom of interests, based on his aptitudes and abilities, all these are factors of
~ vocational choice. However, other elements such as rewards, prestige level and
income may be used to attract people to a particular type of work. Thus individuals
frequently find themselves in a dilemma on the choice of the appropriate work to
their abilities, aptitudes and interest. Brown (2010) also remarked that there are
three motivational factors that influence or regulate an stdents’ choice of
educational programme and career. These according to the author are self-
efficacy, outcome expectations and personal goal. The list of factors responsible
for academic and career choice are inexhaustible since different researchers
have identified many factors influencing students’ choice of academic programme
and career. Natalie (2006) explained that young adults through interaction with the
context of family, school and community learn about and explore careers which
ultimately lead to their career choice.
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Within the family is the parental influence which greatly contributes to the
occupational preference of secondary school students. Study by Nwachukwu
(2003) supported the importance of the family on choice of a career. The author
discovered that a significant number of pupils said that their parents explicitly
expressed opinion about their occupational choice. Thus, if the father is a doctor
and the mother a pharmacist, the child’s level of occupational preference is likely

“to be influenced by the parental pressure, as both parents are likely to motivate

their children to becoming an engineer, a doctor, lawyer, architect, pharmacist,
accountant or any other prestigious career. The parents will generally not accept
it if their child chooses a non-prestigious career such as mason, unskilled labor or
clerical job. Parental support and encouragement are important factors that have
been found to influence career choice. Children may choose what their parents
desire simply to please them (Taylor et al, 2004).

The level of parental formal education is another factor that influences the
vocational interests of children. Parental education level determines the amenities
and the cultural level of the home. Parents armed with adequate education often
get gainful employment. Thus, with their level of income and exposure, they are
better disposed to procure educational materials for their children and discuss job
opportunities with them. Without doubt, a child surrounded with good magazines,
books, as well as intelligent discussions could be expected to develop different,
and perhaps better, vocational interests than a child not exposed to those things
(Onyejiaku, 1991). Denga (1990) noted children from low income homes fail to
develop interest in and acquire vocational training because of the educational

inadequacies of the parents.

Parental occupation is also an important consideration in student’s choice of a
course or career. Carter (1999) in his study also supports the view that a child
learns about occupations through examples of the parents as they visit their
parents’ work places. If the impression there is good, then the child seeks to
identify with the occupation but if they are bad, the child rejects such occupation.
Caplow (1994) and Wert (1997) in their separate studies found that career choice
are inherited obviously and directly from parents. Kochung and Migunde (2011)
observed that in the olden days feudalism was converted into a family affair as it
was a common practice to find the son of a feudal becoming a leader while the
son of a blacksmith was destined to become a blacksmith.

The income level of the parent is also an important factor for consideration in
students’ choice of career. Denga (1990) stated that the economic situation or
occupational level of one generation seems to remain like that of the previous
generation. In most of the cases, the offspring of unskilled parents may choose
their careers within the level but some may eventually rise. Thus, the offspring of
businessmen and professionals tend to go for business and professional careers.
Chauhan (1996) posited that children from low socio-economic home, more often
than others, preferred nursing, teaching and engineering, while those with high
socio-economic background preferred Medicine: Business Administration and
Law. On the other hand, some parents in the low socio-economic status may be
seen giving way to “fate” as it were and find it difficult to motivate their children
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even where such children have the intellectual ability and aptitude for higher
occupations. They may show their children variety of low income earning careers,
corresponding to the adage that “water finds its level”.

Adebayo and Ovyeleke (2017) reported that a medical student drop-out of a
university who was forced to study science subjects in the secondary school by his
father and later coerced to take medicine as a profession could not graduate after
ten years, but later became a first class candidate in mass communication where
he said was his preferred profession.

In view of the various parental socio-economic factors that influences student’s
choice of career or occupation, it is pertinent to examine the influence of these
factors are of on undergraduate student choice of agriculture as a course of study
which will eventually lead to their career. More especially given the fact that
agriculture is one of the courses that people consider to be a laborious or
unattractive. '

Statement of the Problem

One of the students greatest problem is that of decision making on career choice.
They place value on adult world work and may want to acquire the required
education that would accomplish their wishes. But some are eliminated based on
factors within and outside the individual which could be intra-personal, inter-
personal, and extra-personal (Hewitt, 2010).

Parental influence greatly contributes to the occupational preference of secondary
school students. Most parents like to force their children into some occupations
against their wishes and abilities. This might be due to the fact that they want
these children to either inherit their assets or maintaining their status or live the life
they themselves would have loved to live. Onyejiaku, (2001) affirmed the role of
the family on choice of a career by stating that someone whose father and
grandfathers, uncles and brothers are physicians or lawyers will invariably have
different career interest from another person raised in a family noted over the years
as farmers, teachers, accountants, or labourers.

However, this tendency is changing dramatically. The high rate of competition for
prestigious and lucrative occupations between the rich and poor families has
seen rich parents compelling their children to train for the prestigious and
lucrative positions in order to maintain the status quo of the family, while the poor
families are also pressuring their children vehemently to train for the prestigious
and lucrative positions in order to liberate the family from the shackles of poverty,
that is, the family outcome expectations determine the career choice (Khami et
al., (2008), Rodrigo et al (2005). Hence, the potent role of the family in student
career choice cannot be underestimated (Nwachukwu, 2003).

On the other hand, researches (Wattles, 2009) have shown that many students
choose subjects leading to careers for which they do not qualify in terms of ability
while others choose subjects without having any career in focus. Moreover thé
lackadaisical attitude of some undergraduates to their studies also portrays their
lack of interest in the course they are pursuing, indicating that they are either forced
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or circumstances brought them into such field. It is in light of the above that this
present study seeks to find out from agricultural students if those parental socio-
economic status parameters influence their choice of Agriculture as a course or
career or their choice was based on other factors.

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study was to examine the - influence of parental socio-
economic status on University of llorin Faculty of Agriculture Students’ choice of
agriculture as a career.

Specifically, the objective of this study is to determine:

the extent to which undergraduate agricultural students perceive the influence of
parental educational level on their choice of agriculture as a career

undergraduate agricultural students perception of the influence of parental income
on students choice of agriculture as a career

agricultural students views on the influence of parental occupation on students
choice of agriculture as a career

Research Questions
For the purpose of this study, the following research questions are raised.

1. What is the extent to which undergraduate agricultural students perceive
the influence of parental educational level on students choice of agriculture
as a career?

2. To what extent do the undergraduate agricultural students perceive the
influence of parental income on their choice of agriculture as a career?

3. How do agricultural students views the influence of parental occupation on
their choice of agriculture as a career?

Methodology

The study adopted a descriptive research of the survey type. The population
comprised all University of llorin Faculty of Agriculture undergraduate students.
Using random sampling technique, 20 students were selected across each level
of the five undergraduate levels (100-500 level ) to give 100 respondents that were
studied among the entire population of students in the Faculty of Agriculture. The
instrument used for the study was a researcher designed questionnaire. Two
lecturers in the Department of Science Education checked the questionnaire to
establish its validity. The data obtained from the study were analyzed using
frequency count and percentage and t-test statistic was used to test the

hypotheses.

Table 1

Respondents’ Demographic Data

Variable Response Frequency Percentage





