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Abstract

Nigeria as a natio ;

time. The ndxi@ﬂ\Ww:wwMMW _MQ:.W security challenges for a long period of
be a relative experience i ed with many problems which makes peace t0
Jarmers' and herders' QHMM Nwm. land. There are problems of kidnapping,
among others. There is s% ah insurgency (Boko Enﬂ:@ and SH.:E:@
problem, all of which N Seclion of %m country without a particular
studying the A i o\,w Ve Kise 8. insecurity. This paper, therefore, aims at
fhiak eolid Be afine s Mﬁmnzﬁ@ in the country, while considering solutions
methods ado m..mm‘m e i v u.@?% Sw@:mw its doctrines and practices. The
vevealod f IR an basically historical and analytical. The findings

that from every indication, materialism is a major cause of various

problems that degenerated into insecurity in the country. As the rich
u.«\&%%\mw for more material acquisitions, the poor continues to wallow in
abject poverty. Each then reacts accordingly, which engenders insecurity.
There is little or no a trace of asceticism (zuhd), contentment (qand ah),
satisfaction (rida), reliance or trust in Allah (tawakkul), reticence (ward’)

and patience (Sabr) among other principles in Sufism which tend to build
internal mechanisms that can douse unnecessary quest for wealth and
materialism. The paper therefore, makes a case for Nigerians to adopt these
principles inorder to make security of lives and properties d reality.

Keywords: Sufi Catholicon, Asceticism, Security Challenges.

Africa with much potential
many resources that
nts which are

Introduction ..
Nigeria is the most populous nation n Alr
country is blessed with

Abdul-Khalig, 2014). The .
Mm: be used to enhance both human and capital developme
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sccurity- .ty an
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catalysts to enhancing sustainable peac

: . security
greater percentage of its ciIiZCI_lS “HlIo,\rlsmcasllrcs. t"or the ;f;rized
Hopeiessncss. This has accounted, n no sma‘t, 1e before Itgot? .sions
challenges tacing the country overa period O“ T_'"‘ | and religious te ) o

in the recent times. There are also pockets Of triba - st among thCP"Op ;
across the land which has been responsible for the tit (v to be fizzling o4
ofdifferent tribes and religions that make up the cqun lz’wc been on the
gradually. The effects of these imbalances which ‘“ because they
increase and dety all solutions are much felt in the coun n}a )
have degenerated into insecurity. There had bCL‘?I‘l \wn_tfi“.it}’ situation n
properties and many lives had gone as a rcsulf of frail S_ej: courtesy of the
the country. This paper theretore, otfers a Sufi a!lemam-c, ceponsible for
practices and doctrines thereof. to the identified factors 1 'LI];ecaUSC i
Insecurity that the country is currently going through. This s S iat can
thought that the Sufis have propounded theories anfj practlcd use the
build internal mechanisms in an individual which can 0] s
excessive desire for wealth and materialism, in the case Of‘ th] vor
individuals and regulate the sense of impatience on the part of the p :
citizens, who feel cheated and marginalized, while calling for a simple

and all inclusive lifestyle across board.

estruction of

Causes and Manifestations of Security Challenges in Nigeria ‘
Nigeria takes the lead in Africa in terms of human capital
development. The country is blessed with many resources, both human
and natural, and it is designated in the year 2014 as the number one
economy in Africa, the status the country still maintains till now
according to the 2019 ratin g (Aguilo,2019). The country is characterized
o
differences. The religious climate is dominated by two main religions.
These are Christianity and Islam, though there are other
religions that are indigenous to the people of Afric
¢qually dominated by three major ethnic groups. These are Yoruba,
Hausa and Igbo. This underscores w

hy a notable Nigerian naira note.
fifty-naira ( N50), is tondly called wazobia 1 coinage from the three main

languages in the country (Yoruba, Hausa and Igbo).

The divgrgity in the country which ordinarily should haye brought
fortune to its citizens has rather caused and fueled the problemsg that
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yuSu
ph, D ;
d_a“d"("‘W
aommated the ¢co
mong Nj : untry tod
G ¢ Bl ay. There is mj
divici £gerians of " y ere IS mistrus . -
th IS10ns. There jg | different backgrou d]sh‘"“’t and distrust of all sort
€ questions of‘dngh level of suspici ; " courtesy of ethnic and tri
country or tribe mon}man% and nn:g{]b across board which has raised
c be-gmg marginalizatiilnal'z.a“on- One section of the
wealth. The public service and takin ,] while the other one is seen 858
people expl ‘problem has degenerat g the better share of the common
Tp Oltpoliticaldiffcreﬁ f«lalcd into political terrain whereby
Setiod he. country is facin (‘ies-to vent their angers and grievances.
e of tlm_e now, eSpCcia%l SEHIES of security challenges for over a
Whats and criminalities has drgstl'n t[hC_I'eCcnt s lien) he Witk og
Wha is Iargely Yetponsiblefhrl ica ly mcyeascd to an unbearable status.
of ¢ e .le_adership, eGEruption hesecnses includes ineptitude on the part
(I(\)I(gaAl C%UStice, oTiss] mat;er;)p;ilgsstness,l ur;employment, tribalism,
, Report, 2016 struggle for power among others
one i, of ViOIence). gletﬁfhole of the country is characterized with
Cl!‘cumstances ata particular zo:e (?rt ?ggalqti/p?d?gNonh%le S
e : ity. As the North East '
Sotllihth'e llt}SU_rgents pOQularly referred to as Boko Haramast;lsebgglllltr;lg-
ML, 15 1asing the Niger Delta militants while the South East is
principally characterized wi ' i ;
ot rized with different forms of kidnappings and
political struggles (NSACC ' ‘
L 3 herders Report, 2016). It is the question of farmers
o erders in the N-orth Qentral and North West. The undesirable effect
0 these problems is their spread to other zones of the country. For
instance, the Sputh Western part of the country does not primarily hav
any of these violence but in the recent time, it has shared its portion of'i

The zone has recorded herder's killings, which the recent one is th
Pa-Fashoranti's daughter (PM News Nigeria, 2019) and the 2015 kidn

of ChiefOlu Falae (Premium News, 2015) among others. 14
What is largely responsible for the absence of religious violence

in the south west is that the religions, Christianity, Islam and tradition®

religions, in the zone are well entrenched in a manner that it is somewi
o to what is obtainabi€

difficult fora religious violence to erupt, _comp_a; et e ents il
the North. Hardly could on¢ find a family without the & erents Ok
he ) 'l .1 Yorubaland (Haldun & Od

three main rel ' |
2010). So, fighting of expressing host1

apart from one's faith 18 tantamount t0
in Yoruba {and is the cases of cultism,

)
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gction for rituals.
used for different
eratives 1n the

is abd

Istan - .
S (]—]anafh human the security op

[korodu, Lago: e as W
o . and shrimes * ed
Different dens an . discover e .
ritual purposcs have b“nzid gcally @ religious struggle
country (Oyewole. 2016:4 -);l”‘gcncc is basic Lginalization, as the case
The Boko Haral l?“dtmli"ancc 311?“;‘3”5; t of the people. The
. : .+ and tho |
h has left the qu . anc : yulated zone,
Whlcb‘ 2 regencrated onc m he basically 4 Muslim popP finof
may 56, & T°68 - ° tthe country 15 D&%~ . perefore clamouring for
R e (IJ ' inthe regio will be Shari‘ah in its
> Bok -anmi, whic aws
The Boko Harar mic state where the | eology (Alex, 2016,
establishment of an Islamic I memofwestem' eolog ol
© toulityand abdication of VerY € FREe iy etablished there, @ Brachd
| p.5). The aim is that once It 18 SLLCC will be lmnzlll?ent. Th_e
| extension to other parts of 13[. 1 the fact that Nigeria is a multi-
impracticability of these objectives lesd the constitution, which is the
| religious and multi-cthnic nation an How a state to have its separate
highest authority in the country, does not al 38, 1999 Constitution)
igion, | i < freedom of religion (S.39, 4
religion, just as it permits 1t . I
’ : ' - ated nation and not as an Islamic
So, the country exists as 2 Muslim domina
state, where such can be realised. .
hich is the resource base of the

Also, in the South-Southern part whic
country, there had been agitations by the indigenous people of the land.

| The resource control, otherwise known as revenue derivatives which

.. determine what goes to the zone where the bulk of revenue is generated,

| remains an unresolved issue till date. The Niger-Deltans have been

agitating and demanding for prominence in sharing the total revenue

generated for the country from the zone (Ayuba & Adamu, 2018, p.71).

| Du‘ffe'rent fronts and groups were created to counter the government

policies and disrupt the exploration of the oil among others. Successful
governments in the country had adopted different measures tc; add

roblem but all ' ‘ : eSS

5] e f?mve(} abpmve. According to Chinedu (2008), it was in

roffer a lastin ' : ’

| government of Yar' Adua to Elasl?élgllg?\litoert-%slpr?blem that made the

(7) points agenda, which gave birth to cregt' ¢lta issues one of its seven

amnesty among others to strength - 0fm11i11syry of Niger-Delta,

Development Commission (NDDC) shen the - existing Niger Delta

In the South
outh Eastern part of the country, the problem there is largely
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the poor p. )

kidﬁar;;;,l artof the effectg of soci

" ‘1g \&fherc by the rich soci

o WL]y. The Notable Chy

busmc._“ ]o‘w?‘s recently arre

s (Gaffey, 2017). Ty,
- Another m

al a o gm g

kwudi Onuamadike Ppac 10 e e
sted by the police is notori ularly nowm g

" ¢ stronghold of hi:mOfﬂ?qSln'kldnappmg
marginalisati aJor source of unrest in that S activities 1s {Anambm :
least oﬁh. ton of the zone from many ra‘in]?f?'m O'fthe country fsalleges
Another n‘i;-tateb l!lat make it up. compare fo :Dtllcatlons. The zc‘).ne has the
JOr point of perceiv Iel0 ?crs‘that have six, at least.
all roads that can lead t'l cived f?largmallsatton is the block nature of
observes that, sincccindo lgbo presidency in the country. Jakpan (2019)
country was Major GC?;“?(;“CC: Il'm las; man from the tribe to rule the
produced anyone to occu {:h gfujy1-1r051 (d.1966). The zone s NOv
- pcrccj\{)gd q(': 0_.1;]100 of the 'pI'CS-ldeFlt, exthe.r as am111t'ary
P e at e, ) as a sheer marginalization and is responsible
el e C-«; 1ce o Indcpend_cnt people of Biafra (IPOB) and the
metamorpﬂogcd Lh;clllllo;l {rzx;n}N:gcna. [t should be stated that-the'group
SovErtian S“t:uc : 1 ‘t.m efunct Move-ment for the Ac.tuallzatlon of
R Biafra (MASSOB) which was founded in 1999, under

the leadership of Uwazuruike (Mazi & Okoro, 2019).

In the North Central and the North West, the major crisis in the

s is the farmer/herder face-off. The crisis is largely concentrated
The herders rear their animals in

two zone
in Nasarawa. Benue and Zamfara States.
4 manner that they destroy farms and other economic plants. The crisis, In

the recent past, has accounted for loss of many lives and wanton
destruction of propertics. There are replica of these farmer and herders
crisis across Nigeria, but not as prominent as they are in these states.
Federal government has attempted several moves to get rid of the.
problem. among which was the recent proposal to create ruga.

ttlement across the states of the federation, which is currently und
n. Another major crisis that had lingered for long 18
.« basically indigenes and settlers' saga
oming one in the North West is thi
¢ of Nigeria) :mbroglio, but havi
gone beyond the contro{

se
national discussio
that of Jos crisis which
(Emmamucl, 72017). The upc
Shiites/IMN (Islamic Movemen
been pmscribcd, the upheaval has not
government (The Punch, 2018).
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attempted t
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various SG%IP) via rchSitioning of local V.lgI]amQ

alities. Inthe recent times, in

approaches by the .
e [nitiatives (C1F) s loc
aas o the security challenges,

Community Police wes
roups to combatin the crisis In'¥ :
order i ffer a lasting solution t v -
ice as a means o eveloping

order to achieve and prott ¢ tate Pol
there is the call for creation © (okemuyiwa,2019)-

effective community policing strategies
he Anal of History N
t thical and spiritual values

Sufism and Peace Deal from he A iaing the €
Sufism is the science ot rea izing the :

ofIslam (Renard, 2009: 226). It deals essenthlly with the status of huma.n

soul and how best to nurture it in order to attain the pleasure of Allah. It is

mic discourse. Sufism encapsulates

every feeling and

one of the sciences that make up Isla . 1
the psychological teachings of Islam which directs .
her perspective as the

thought to God. Sufism is also defined from anot :
renunciation of everything but God (Knysh, 2007:47). Sufism 1s to pay a
rt-

complete attention and having a hea felt connection with Him (Renard).
Schimmel (1975:14) quotes Al-Junayd while defining Sufism to have said:

Sufism is_founded on eight qualities exemplified in eight
apostles: the generosity of Abraham, who sacrificed his
son, the acquiescence of Ishmael, who submitted to the
command of God and gave up his dear life; the patience of
Job, who patiently endured the afflictions of worms and the
Jealousy of the Merciful, the symbolism of Zacharias, to
whom God said "Thou shalt not speak unto men for three
days save by signs" (Sura 3:36) and again to the same effect
"When he called upon his Lord with a secret invocation”

(Sura 19:2); the stranger hood of John, who was a stranger
in his own country and an alien to his own kind amongst

whom he lived; the pilgrimhood of Je
. sus, wh
detached therein from worldly things gzathe ke;zi 0(;2 Z;V ; f:ujio
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comb: ) Saw another may, and. and the comb likewise
, RS ( iNpIg . :
wooll 'ewearing of wool b \’;L his fingers instead of a
en; and the v Moses, whose gar e
G ok the pover CWhose garment was
'-"f.m"gh"_"\t*n.’!/n Af -f Yernv of Muhammad, to whom God
()}I fl!(’ t,(“.!h » (! tlfd//“'l aNres f/.r”r‘-”‘.“’”“" fhl"l’“’l'
[);-()(‘l”_(,(.\k('rl'./”il_:fﬂ‘u) La no nrouble on thysell hut
- ; AUV Dy o0
answered, "O Lord ] d ‘ ”;“ of these treasures, " and he
- L deNhre > . .
Je (fcmdm“:(/m./”mw_r them not: keep me one day full

The a N )
fShOllld b ”'ICE;:)):':\-L(:’L Llf_Dl summarises what Sufism stands tor and what
Is therefore an infini ‘”'.\f_l.( o "_” “'hﬂ_t‘\ er wishes to be a Sufi. It (Sufism)
with the vision of l“L resignation which makes one sees nothing but God
mere shadn;u-'s (1(5‘111] 1‘CDh'C..E-“‘I; il Al Al other beings are secf e
no being but God.” 'L b "nL.‘UFHIl the state s r.cucl_l-;d mn which “There s

i 25 10d,  and jhcw is nothing but Him (The Sufl Path, 2010).
without ‘lliilil:tli];::?i fhccn r_n existence SI'I.M.‘C the Eju}-'s‘ut'lhc Prophet, lhough

d dr ame when he was alive. In fact, from the submission of
[bn Khaldun (n.d: 281). it is discovered that the type of Islam that was
practised by the early generations of Muslims typiticd Sufism. While

giving the account of transformation that took place during the time of
rigorous acts of

Salaf where majority of the people turned away from

Ibadah and accepted worldliness. Ibn Khaldun writes that Sufi was
generally practised by the companions and the generality of the people of
Salaf. He explains spiritual retreat, abstinence and contempt for
worldliness among others were generally practised during the period but
later, people changed dimension away from /badah. Those who refused
to be captured by the wave of time were referred to as Sufi ( [bn Khaldun,
n.d.). Similar report is also given by Al-Hakim in his Al-Mustadrak, Ibn
Hajar Al-Haytami in his Al-Fatawa I-Hadithiyyah among other
historians. What later developed to what is known as Sufism at a later

time was therefore conceptualized there from.
Furthermore, the assertion that Sufism _
the Prophet could also be justified from (he verses of the Glorious Qu

and the submissions of exegetes across board. The glorious book _in«_-' |
second chapter (4 [-Bagarah) verse tWo hundred and s_ew.fen'ty-three_g
describes some companions as the poor individuals who livedin the mo

was present in the days
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b. Tm_vqkkul (Reliance on Allah)
This is another doctrine of Sufism which teaches having trust and

reliance on Allah as the provider of all sorts. Tawakkul is often seen as the

peak of Zuhd which determines the degree of faith in an individual
p.117). Also, tawakkul is a Sufi hidden psychological

(Schimmel,
teaching that directs every feeling to Allah which in effect builds an in
h. The glorious Qur'an in

alienable connection between man and Alla |
many places directs the Muslims to have a strong trust in Allah (Q3:122)
and extols whoever poss€sses it as the best of all_ (Q§5:3). In fact, it is
stated that Allah loves those who have ﬁrm trustI tlp Hlmc)gg.;g 1;231.1;}1;

IC o on tawakkul 15 quite unique. 18 rep :
ﬁgﬁiitﬁzttzagg;%n man came [to the Prophet] riding his she-camel a-tn.d
im: 'Mess of God, should I leave her loose and put my trust in
asked him: 'Messenger ; A Tirmdhi,nd)

God?' The Prophet responded: 'Tie herupand trustin God!(
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to limit one's livelihood to daily need and to give up concern & hoever
will happen the next day. Tawakku! will undoubte'dl_y build 1n wh i
practices it, a sense of inner peace and comfort. This is because Who
has trust in Allah will never get disappointed (Schimmel, 1 9_75 :‘,56)' -
The relevance of rawakkul to the discussion on Nigerid ?,ecquty
challenges is because of failure and hopeless situation many Nigerians
have found themselves because they trust and rely more on fellow being
than Allah, hence different forms of fail promises and disappointments.
Many believe and rely on their power and energy. It is out of hopeless and
disappointed situation that people over react, either as an individual or a
]%I‘Sfizlﬁéeth;rigg heighten the sgcurity situatilon n the_copntry. A clear
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tified failed promises from both the government at 1
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eregion whom people trust

and rely on as responsible for di '
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make the youth to take to militancy (Ugwuanyi, 2017). pElessess witich
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there can be free-flow ot‘rcsourCC&»‘III < ability.
ready to amass wealth to the best of ;.'5 y up the govemmel
rampant cases of ghost workers fil uléTl"le punch news
wages bill. In 2018, as 1'ep01fted by el (62,000) ghost :

oovernment discovered about sixty-two thoul_ R ired { six billion naira

from its payment voucher, running into two-ht & Nigerians who are
(N206bn). The amount goes into the pockets of SOEI d there not been
already on the payroll of the government. NE.I erians would have
unscrupulousness of this nature in the land, many 12 hich is a recipe
been gainfully employed, thereby reducing joblessness W

for violence and insecurity.

& Uabr (Patience and Perseverance)
It is often translated as patience and perseverance. Renard (2009)
defines it as an attitude which demonstrates the perfect willingness to
accept and endure whatever that comes from God and manage oneself
through that to attain His pleasure (ridwan).To the Sufi, therefore, Jabr is
the key to happiness in the world and success in the next one (Schimmel,
1975: 119). The Glorious Qur'an in many places extols and recommends
Uabr as the best way to go in any given situation (Q.16: 126). The peak of
Sabr was exemplified by two prophets; Ayub and Yaqub, the father of the
p.rophet Yusuf. The Sufis take them as their models that epitomized th
virtue of Liabr; in their respective cases. It would be 11 :
was inflicted with disease while the latter was separ;’;fiafrf)(rir:}llf}t o Lormer
for years. The duo waited patiently for God to lift their aﬁlictionlss. ron Husuf
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X:{{uph, Dauda Gampqy

(Knysh).Sufis divided nar;
patient -
who attempts to be paionr. People into three clagses: '
Clabur, who is perflc-):ct;em’ t}-le abir, who s patient izejt"f;}i]ciit?f ;rfgi)l:;
124). To the Sufis, pat?fegatlcnt under any condition (Schimmc,l 1975:
ce before God's orders is more excellc’nt thar;

fasting and prayer (Schj
_ - Immel -
carried out perfectly throllghe > 1975). This is because both can only be

(Q:2:153): a high sense of patience and perseverance

In the same vej
k vein, Al- L
» Al-QushayrT in his Risalah reports that Sufi

equally categorizes pati .
. . ence e _ :
patient with what one hag e different sorts. The first is to exercise
to exercise same with wha?(c:)qw}rmed through one's effort and the secon 1¥
former 1s understood throy UEC s not beel_l able to acquire (Knysh). The
in life. In othet world g one's disposition with one's achievements
the Almighty is im s, administering them according the instructions of
heerve ool fponant. The latter as well, directs that one should
stiEEliG t esh(') engag?men; as laid by Shari‘ah during the cause of
atigtgme 5 do achieve one's obj'ectives. Both require a high sense of
Ph n c{J_61"5t?vlerau'lct::: In Nigerian context, this is directly related tO
the oppressed individuals in the country who out of impatience and lack

of Cabr, activate actions that posed security challenges in the country.

Conclusion
| Efforts have been made in the above paragraphs to examine
various issues responsible for heighten state of security in the country. It
is discovered that the major factors thereof bordered on materialism and
material wealth. The IPOB, kidnappers, herders and militants in the
Niger-Delta are expressions of concern for materialism, having felt
cheated or marginalized. Even, Boko Haram insurgency is more of
economic or material gain than religious. Issues of religious, tribalism
and political brouhaha are just appendages because uneven concentration
of the common wealth in the hands of few is responsible for many
Nigerians to seek for salvations under different guises, just as the
advantaged few equally exploit those means, as well for cover-up.
It is clear from the paper that Sufis are known agents and
advocates of peace and tranquility, not only now but also from the early
days of Islam and have not been swayed away for material gains or

interest. The few instances where the existence of Sufism in Nigeria has

brought public disorder were not unconnected to political incursions and |
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