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Introduction lik .
Nigeria, just like most other parts of the world, .
:::‘ ﬂf vital pj"ﬂrs ;:Irf" I'f.'llirrll.'!-tc]lmtiy-g democracy, l:?r:::n;tz:lufd::tmn constitutes one
means of making pofitical choices and a credible avenue for determ -
the Josers between TWOo Or more amongst many contestants. As o .;“:,:E.E:-t:';l:::ﬁw
the freedom 10 choose |EEdFrs I an open political contest which allow the Dﬁl‘li.cipﬂ-ﬁn;
political parties to sell their manifestoes to attract popular votes is what distinguishes
democracy from dictatorship. Election equally serves as g platform through which
jtical leaders are held accountable for their stewardship by retaining and rejecting
and bad government respectively. Apart from serving as a formal expression of
people’s preference for a particular government or candidates which are then aggregated
and transformed into a collective decision about who will govern or who will not,
election symbolizes popular sovereignty and the expression of the opinion of the people
25 a social contract pact between the state and the people who are the ultimate decider of
who holds political authority. While there is general understandings that election alone

does not make democracy work optimally, multi-party elections are necessary pillars of
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Nigeria, the country’s democratic €Xpe fible, free and
the clecioral commission 10 organtze S The history ol l.‘|1."h.'ll"r:’| contest in Nigeriy

e Tia. : urity |
thus leading 10 electoral violence ||; Nlﬁf ;.E‘lli."“'-:‘-' and negative security implications, In
' . = 1 . 3
Since in . recly dotted Wi y : ated political disputes o
many Lh'm“';h”rl;:]": i ::1 Er failed elections have either precipila e
any instances, flawed or 1

anflict that undermines nationg|
aggravated simmering tension into an "“"’"P-". *: :‘.:il: war between 1967 and 197q,
security, Apart from indirectly leading 10 the Nigeria .ty while societies are further
clectoral violence has led 1o lost of many lives and FEDP‘L }l'd"l.lli{}ﬂ as witnessed in the
polarized in a way that often reverse fragile democralic anm-” 1:--.Ii =ria (Rap,2011). F :
1965, 1983, 1993, 2003, 2007 and 2011 general elections ' TEE. o Tl L TOr
instance, there were official figure of 16,000 deaths from disputed © "eria
! - 2lecti atch, 2011). )
= “llmﬁ?tuirﬁ‘:::::“d:putu over !:Iu: electoral pﬂ'H:.tf-'iﬁ Iﬂlld ﬂl'-"-"-'_':J“ luuluurm,-.n,
in Nigeria raise questions about the legitimacy _“r LN i.mn"'qldm! lhc."
candidates. In some instances, throughout the duration nl‘liheur terms in 'IJ_le.‘. there is
delay in the resolution of legal disputes on such controversial elections which sometimes
extends beyond the tenure of such disputed government. Apart from receding the
confidence of the voters in the electoral process and multi-party democracy, electora|
violence by extension have been documented to have led to other forms of violence
which are largely rooted in ethno-religious conflicts that have unleashed varying degree,
of violence on the polity and the populace thus undermining the national security .
Electoral violence in Nigeria are equally characterized by political warfare in whic
almost all the parties involved, out of sheer desperation to win, bring forth their capacity
for destruction sometimes to the level of parity of balance of terror (Egwu, 2002). Aparn

from its negative security implications, electoral violence often leads 1o politi
. its ne = t itical
instability directly or indirectly. ™

Electoral Violence in Nigeria
The H'H:I:t!m of electoral violence has become an i
many scholars, who in their writings have noted the nature dimensions an
" " ™ TP ] won 4 d 2
such negative m!dm:?r in Nu_g,r:m s political environment. As noted by Kurfi {IE‘;:;:E':ITI
:ﬂf:ﬂm:%;:ﬂ:;mm u:“ pﬂl‘ll?lllr and electoral administration in general derives ;heir
. : cory ol representative democracy as direct d
Eﬂg ﬂgﬂﬁmwﬁmﬁ}#ﬂ-ﬁmun owing 1o grnwing“pupu'l::?:: E:Ei::;d::
' me very difficult (if not totally ; i i i :
Eﬂvcmum? unlike whfi obtained ir:: the Mim'_:’ grlj::s ::I::}:;t:.::;c it Py
Under Fwwlw ;c::gzw, the people are governed indirectly through their
k'q"m““""“ VeS W gt e “y:fh:rﬂ;:r:l“ .;PIE-L"nf the relevance of election 10
< htm ﬂ,““ m'“hm » V18 process 4 administration in Migeria has generated
controve and complications which flﬂ!.uc]r;l!y leads to violence. Giving
; n Nigeria, Ake (1995) linked the
of =
perception of the state power by the political elites as an end in itself

ssue that has engaged the attention of

the early century.
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ofen reduced 1o violent through “a do-ordie” competitive .1,.‘4.;‘
further 10 e cowsed of electornl violence, the author under refermnce
petaeen electonal violence, politcal goals and level of Ninane
ebecroral process An opined by the suthor, the extent 1 which violence
'w.‘l process dependy on the premum that & political scioe placed
and his political goals which in turn influence his propensity 1o
. I"""“‘"' carcer leading ultimately 1o intense  politwal competition The
A | resources that he is willing 1o invest 1o capture power st all, less, or
> b linked 0 :hru' levels of political and investments propensites. Where
for F,;.].;,.I ambition 15 very high, many political actors, in order not o
- which is often funded through thew hive savings and sometimes
other sources tend 1o prefer cfficiency norms (whether normal o
1o legitimacy of legal morms in order 1o realire their political goals The
#ﬂﬂ actors are thus more inclined 10 do whatever meana that will make
their Is of winning elections rather than domng what s legal and
- be defeated, a move which the opposition frequently counters in many
violence. Perhaps in tactics support of Ake's position, Alemeka (2011)
. ris's electoral process and governance system largely rests on the
'ﬂ“ of organized criminal emterprise which employs unholy secrecy,
wh‘ mim and \'Ih'.l_m 1o defend p:rumll mrad group Fl.l-hlh.]l
10 achieve their inordinate political ambitions at all cost. Madu, (2002) posits
: violence is caused by the frustrations of the larger percemtage of the
ed Nigerians who have been marginalized in the power struggle with the manner
W are eschewed in favour of those within the power equation while
2 ast majority in poverty. Electoral violence has thus been employed as a means
L issues and registering of people’s frustrations to the government because they
bt violence is the only way to altract attention to such economic and political
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sustainable democracy subsists where there 153 strong party s¥¥ i

competing partics obey the senet of internal and external demoscrall b
rules by putting place credible intema . I” P :Lr!d
popular elections The author's line of argument 1% that .111-.1--4 p'll-lﬂ.h..'ll l":lll1li.':- that l:-u1-.l in
Migena®s democralic Spact are often hipac ked by F”I'”‘.ﬂi ..w.ld““w“ e Fﬂ-“” e
who manipulate the sentiment of the masses for their selfish interest (of acquinng

persanal and sclective grou v Lo and po

genuine services o the peoplel. St

in Mavour of sclected cronies has been known 1O have &
frusiration and then aggression which are directed by the al_h.‘-.h.'l.l persons 1o cause
pohitical instabilirty through electoral violence. Raji (2010} m.lr.'l_'l[_:llrmll electoral violence as
a natural part of P‘-.Iiliml process. since election is f‘""“p{"m.": in nature, i t.hu" has
madjor charactensiic traits of low level conflict. First, election 15 characterized by

incompatible goals amongst the contestants because they arc all
which anly one of them can occupy ai a time. The electoral contest 15 also characterized

by disagreement {another major hallmark of conflict) because there is nO coNsensus
amongst ithe contcsianis ON whao should step down for the other. Election, even where
wransparently conducted is characterized by other major characteristics of conflict
bordering on apprehension and tension amongsl the contestants and their supporters,
especially before the esult is announced on who the winner and the loser will be. The
beginning of election therefore signals a clash of interest and political bidding which only
one party can win. The characteristics trail of low level conflict in every election clearly
justifies the position that violence, which is an advanced form of conflict, is inherent and
intertwined with any clectoral process. A little push and slight mismanagement of the
ess would naturally aggravate such process into violence. What often tone down such
tential violence is the transparency of the system, adequacy of the legal framework, the
civility and patriotism adopted by the political actors to resolve election matters
amicably.
Anifowose (1982) posits that electoral violence cannol be linked to a single cause
as there are usually multiple causes of which the primary contributing factors are largely
rooted in unfavourable historical relationships and other forms of differences amongst the
Nigerian populace which often translate into violence by variety of catalysts including
ived political and economic marginalization, religious differences, boundary
disputes, marginalization of minoritics, amongst others. The author also provided a
number ‘u!' theoretical explanations for causes of electoral violence in Nigeria. Such
explanations could be grouped into three broad but mutually reinforcing propositions.
These are the quchulugiul {FmiunﬁggMﬂiun] and relative deprivation theories.
Also included is the Group m[lﬂm theory. The psychological explanation of electoral
violence has the central premise that aggression is always the result of frustration,
especially in an electoral contest where the will of greater majority are largely suppressed
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jhrough election rigging. Given the requisite conditions, individuals or groups who fecl

frustrated in the attainment of their political desires often direct their aggression 1o -

ihey feel was responsible for thwarting those desires Relative deprivation ‘:'*'““ '“_'-"l

l'i‘n'[:"ﬂh-t'n-l.'-l theory gives a socio-cultural explanation for electoral violence by examining
I.1'.ll gocial context under which election takes place, Thus when groups feel alienated 1’:""1"
the political process and there is a further feeling of the sustenance of Wuh. alicnation,
cthnic mobilization 1o stop such perceived marginalization could result inlo ¥ iolence and
counter violence as groups increasingly reson o desperale measures _'“ stop lurther
alicnation through stage managed clection victory. The Group conflict theory sces
violence as a resultant effect of power ussle and struggle amongst vanous ﬂ_hl'll’: (As
different from work) groups within the society 1o collectively benelit from dividends of
demOCracy. Since the resources 1o bring about individual democratic dividends are very
scarce, people often shift their personal loyalty 1o their ethnic camps 1o compete for these
resources beading 1o the domination of one group by another with its altendant result to
violence which manifest most duning clections.

Whatever may be the differences in the opinion of scholars on why electoral
violenoe persists, it's quite clear that they all agreed that free and fair elections conducted
without incidences of election rigging and other forms of electoral frand and in which
eligible voters are free to vote for the candidates of their choice without any coercion or
intimidation are the foundation of sustainable democracy in Nigeria. Such solid electoral
foundation is buoyed further by an impartial and independent judiciary and painstaking
contributions of other electoral stakeholders to the success of the conduct of elections.

Historical Overview of Electoral Administration in Nigeria
Nigeria's political history could largely pass for a good study in political crises. As noted
by Omitola (2011), the history of party politics in Nigeria has largely been characterized
by conflicts while violence has been identified as the seeming prevailing language of
dialogue amongst political parties in Nigeria. The first election in Nigeria took place in
Lagos and Calabar in September 1923 following the introduction of the elective principle
in Nigeria by the Clifford constitution of 1922 (Peter, 2008). The Nigeria National
Democratic Party (NNDP), led by Herbent Macaulay, won the three seats for the Lagos
and Calabar Legislative seat. However, the conduct of the first election was free from
political manipulations and complexities that could generate violence. First, the political
representation was marginal (Only three seats were contested), the electorates were few
as restricted franchise was introduced. Only one political party; the Nigerian National
Democratic Party (NNDF) was involved and thus was devoid of intense political rivalry.
The policing was strong while the conduct of the election by the colonial administration
was very fair and less troublesome (Peter, 2008). However, the test for the survival of the
democratization process in Nigeria began as a process of decolonization and transfer of
power 1o the Nigerian political elites in 1954 from the colonial master when general
elections ushered in a new set of indigenous political office holders. The result of the
elections as documented by Olawale (2010) showed that the Northern People's Congress
(NPC) won overwhelmingly in the Northern Region capturing 84 out of the 92 seats that
were allocated to the Region. In the Western Region, the National Council for Nigeria
and Cameroun (NCNC) won 23 seats while the Action Group (AG) won 18 seats and the
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t. In the Eastern Region, NUNC won 30 geq,
UNIP) won 12 seats Adware, 2011},
t:y - v, the NPC, NCNC and the AG -“:"-ﬁ came oul as gy,
'-h“"lnun: h[:::hl::I:I;:hp::::m::::: 1959 federal Elcl:".““. m.lhcl‘.:_::::: 1'rr'.nl~.t .md the
West respectively (Adewale, 2011). The voting pattern that “"uﬁf;ﬁl : i “—I‘h'l’lh of
the elections clearly followed the patiern of the tll:-..'llﬂl;u r-.::lL:n ".\I'l-i;:h“u:::;:‘ T'h party
?m“ overwhelmingly ir!' Ih,“.f rﬂﬂﬂi‘lt MHI.T!I H::r‘i l'iﬁ Ilhq: Western Hl.'l-':u.:'L “"h':_':;':l'tt
into another region as indicated in the party s Viclory ¥ l I s an
party won more scats than the AG which has its traditiona s.lmllg.' -:t * ; o "
H-"-'Hiﬂﬁ However, it is instructive 1o note that both the 1954 and | 159 :':|E'LII:11:|~. which
were conducted by the colonial administration were reasonably frec and Tair and was
devoid of major electoral crisis but the pattern of election n.-..-mllv-. laid credence to the fag
that the pre-independence political partics were }:Ilg:l:. formed to F'll'l.'l-l'jﬁ{ﬂl.‘ parochial
sectional interest while issue of political ideologies were largely disarticulated in the
Migerian politics. The inclination 1o ethnic politics in Nigeria started since the day of
agitation for independence when Anthony Enahoro mn_\-cd _I'ur the independence of
Nigeria in 1959, a move that was opposed by the North primarily because the region s
not ready for independence politically and administratively due 1o dearth of manpower 1,
propel the region to meaningful development (Peter, 2008). The love for parochial ang
sectional rather than national interest laid the foundation for troubled election afier (e
exit of the colonial masters who had earlier remained a fair umpire in the conduct of free
and fair elections in Nigeria.

The 1964 election was conducted under two major political alliances owing 1
the fact that each party was largely restricted to their regional domain and needed the
cooperation and collaboration of other parties 10 form a broad based national government
( Raji, gm.!]]_ These alliances were the United Progressive Grand Alliance (1 IPGAY which
was an alliances between the NCNC, AG and some minority parties including the United

Middle Belt Congress (UMBC), the Borno Youth Movement (BYM) and the N Sihis
Elements Progressive Union (NEPU)The UPGA was led by M. 1. Okpara, the then
premier of the Eastern Region. The Nigeria National Alliance (NNA) coalition was made
up of an a"'?"“ between the NPC, led by Sardauna of Sokoto and the then Premier of
the North, Sir Ahmadu Bello and the NNDP which was formed by the splinter group
from the AG was led by Samuel Ladoke Akintola, the then Premier of the Western
Region. The campaign _i'ur lhc 1964 elections was characterized b ot hick.,-.ring_
thuggery, arrests and imprisonment of political opponents, such as the arest and
imprnsonment of Chief Obafemi Awolowo and ma

ny of his political supporters for
treason by  federal government. There were also incidences of denial of permit 1o hold

pulhi:a! cmnpfip,n in many areas outside the political and i :
mmpﬁ]n! political partit:_. The offices of the pli-j:dml Em:mggq]:;ﬁla?;r;’ﬂé‘: :::;
ﬂ:m pulm_: were flooded with catalogue of genuine complaints of harassments of political
rivals wllthnul. l:dbgtmh: remedy l.nd.+pulic: protection. In spite of these complaints, the
ehnl oral commission went ahead with Ihe conduct of elections on the 30th December,
964. The p?Imu] confusion and election violence that were generated from the 1964
g\:rrml elections and the 1965 regional elections that were largely rigged in the South-
est truncated the first republic leading 1o the military take-over of the civilian

L-‘""""'lt"hl‘l"-l ih‘."l.‘ll |1-l"!l-' l;l,'l_lll W | 5ol
and the United MNational ll'Hll'I""-:“'-l':'“l Farty |
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"ﬁmcrﬂlﬁ Rivers, Anambra and limo state (Chris _I"[:E.:‘Ellml 23 national assembly
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: y reduced pohtical violence and thus quicting the temper of
'anj umsphcn. There was however an electoral legal crises between the UPN and
the NPN bﬂfﬂtﬂﬂg on what constituted the two-third majonity of the Nigerian state
{whether its twelve twosthird or thirteen states) which was eventually resolved in

favoured of the NPN.
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" This relative success of the election process which produced some measures of

e and fair elections in 1979 was seriously reversed in the 1983 general elections. The

_;:-y of the elected officials atiempted to succeed them
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foundation of electoral violence and democratic reversal in the third republic started
selves in the 1983 general
in spite of their poor performances in office. An attempt by many political
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office ho » perpeluate themse i registered political -
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“mal and inter party cnses ) was l"'.'l-'ihTt‘ll.'d in 1983).

¥
" . Fairty N.\I s 5
"espectively (Nigerian Advanced Fart { eventually engulfed in one fory, .,

. arlies Werc ;

Invariably, virtually all the B y marse OWIng 10 stage :

nte 1 h s dissident m embers began 10 :_'I"L 5 e . &t Manage
emal crisis or the other as dE elections. For example, the | nity Party o

. i wel of primary . :
iMemal elections or non conduc & managed the intermal primary in favour

Nigeria (UP Yhafemi Awolowo SIAE of

Eeria (U PMY under Libalomi . y

the fiv *ﬂ:. ng UUPN govermors who were returned "'””F'P”-““I to re-conlest for ther
C 5C (11} i .

offices through affirmation rather than II"UUFII‘I':LIE-I ‘:‘:"II::II;I;;:. ‘,:LF::;IIlll::il;:::f:.ll.hq Which
made some members like Husarn, Adelakun Mic . " b, Naiya,
Fagbamigbe, amongst others, (o defect o the National Party ”r_ Nigeria (Peter, 2008
During the inter-party general elections, there were I:|:||1.du. agon effects '!.-.uh.1|-|._. NPN led
federal government being accused of perpclualing Wice R | election Iregularities
including rigging, ballot box snatching. intimidation u-lf political opponents iy Many
states. The declaration of Akin Omoboriowo (before il i reversed) and Omalaly
Olunloyo as the winners of the gubematorial elections in Undo and Oy slates
respectively led to widespread election violence in the South-West which led 1, the
killings of many citizens including Olaiya Fagbamigbe, author and former gy,
supporter of the UPN before the 1983 general elections. The widespread of electors|
violence in the second republic was also one of the reasons attributed 10 the secq ;
military take-over of government in December 31, 1983, e
~ The fourth republic which was aborted by no other person than s archite
President Ibrahim Babangida also has its fair share of electoral violence. Worried by II;L
-:I.m_g_:r pufq.-d h_y threat to Nigeria's unity and collective existence as a result of Pr-:;- ¢
political bickering, the Babangida's administration moved to break the co untry’s l'mml
cthnic cleavages by registering only two political parties, the National Rgpnh:l-m.ul
Convention (NRC) and the Social Democratic Party (SDP) (Kingibe, 2012 e
parties contested clections into local government, stat : » =H1Z). The two
govemorship elections betwoen 199] wnd .+ slate, nam;mal assemblies ang
: and 1992. The parties had national outloak
Was a plus for the political process under the Babangida’ 4! outlook and this
Eﬁtxlﬁmmﬂ :,?-5 lls“t: big minus svd s lransition programme.
Cause wWere = &
mmmu'ld structure. These short l:nmi:l}rgs m;l'ﬂﬂtﬁ:l Lk image

«Jyes in ol fice thro

the election sparked off intense
. I - § .
;:T:hn::t lost rrhi‘;:ri'h ihe cana:;:t;:nﬂnmlmu pecidlly in the South-West region
, 1997), 5
after the election follow; ). The Baban
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(iR
However, the contraception called the 1N which was headed by Emest
_l»'.h.-lu.‘lh;ll'l was toppled by General Sani Abacha, then the Chiefl of Defense Stall and
5.11r1i-|'-'F of Defense on November 17, 1993 Hll.n_iu. 000y, Al the ;mhtu..ul- siruclures
pped and the elected

t..,.;.hlnh-'d during the Babangida’s transition programme Werc scid
afficials s ked. But rather than resolve the election logjam in favour ol the acclaimed
winner ©f the June 12th presidential election, M. K. 0. Abiola, another tortuous political
gransition programme was put in place by Abacha who also tried 10 perpetuate himsell n
wer. That inordinate ambition triggered off another round of political violence and
intense opposilion !1~ ihe -1.r:h'n1n::m regime of General Canni Abacha. The government
,r-l-.nl'rnnh:n.l such affront 1o .ILH regime with draconian policies that included the bombang
off iy Il.il!.‘ll'-.“ hio u:h:n: n the apposition which led o the death ol many people,
‘neluding h“d'.ml Abiola, the Wife of the acclaimed winner of the June | 2th presidential
election, M. K. {_]‘ Abiola, while vocal voices, like Wole H;p}|n.hﬂl_ Chiefl ,.I\_'ulhl.'n-rl‘_..
Enahora, Hola Tinubu, amongst others, were forced into exile. General Abacha’s
draconian regime was curtailed by his sudden death on June B, 1998, General Abdul
galami Abubakar took over as Head of State and Commander—in—-Chief of the Nige
o : . . igenan
Amned Forces. Lnrurl_un:llel}, before the regime could setile down, M. K. O. Abiola died
in government detention and his death sparked off another round of pu.liii-q:a]. violence
especially in !fﬂ: South-Western part of Nigeria leading to a conservative death toll Urgj;:ﬁ
people (Election Watch, 2011). It was difficult for the government to diffuse the political
tension btt-ﬂl.l-ﬂ.‘- many supporters ol Abiola accused the regime of mﬂstnrmi.ndpf;l l;..
death with I,he connivance of the intemational community. In spite of thi hl <
Abdulsalami Abubakar's government was able to organi e a'l.lgng-_-‘
- ganize a short but successful political
u;gn;ul:‘::’ pn;grqammfh that lasted for less than a year. Elections were conducted betwee
| 1 at end of which elected gov - 5
Obasanjo were sworn into office on May 29, IW&B oo gy
The clections which brought the people’s ;
E -
s liviatoe. relativels Ennductﬁdmundui thmncmnc Party (PDP) into office at
ihis di , . ; a free and fair election atmosph
is did not go without an allegation of isolated cases of election riggi sonsiwelehs
election rigging which has been the primary norm of many politi EEilnE. Hm?l.l'.\'ﬂ‘ mega
past was generally absent during the 1999 elections. In com e c;m ool
the 2003 general elections conducted by the immbtnl:m.;:-nn;:}m:t? 999 elections,
President Olusegun Obasanjo, where the then President was ki ey .rm
sotber four-year term, was full of clectoral malpractices. Which nagsy L,
describes as one of the most fraudulent elections ﬂnﬂdu‘;‘:;a i Wh.Fh S d e vens
2010). In the run up and during the 2003 general ﬂm:ltning‘ﬂ;ﬂ:ll (TNG Report,
unimaginable high proportion. During this period, politically “m;iv:;ﬂmu ol i
:'ﬂm_ e very rampant. Some of the major politically related assassinatio m“mm"
ﬂm:mg the run off to 2003 general elections included the killings of Fcli:. Ik:lhumIWk| Lo
Hdim. Okonkwo in Anambra, Chief Bola ]F {ﬂm}, Ahmed Patigi Eze-
arister Abigsil and Barnsbass, Igwe (Ausrbr) SRCHmt BileesiTharst i
¢ lons was no different because in the run-up to the election, the tem :F ml_zﬂlll_ ?I
lsuss!nmun alse increased. In 2006 alone, three gubernatorial ” !
Eﬁ:ﬁsunam including Olu Daramola, gubernatorial aspirant from Ekiti State, Funsho
illiam o - H "
s from Lagos state (Raji, 2010). In fact, international election observers reported
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:‘h:‘.!m”m" h E‘“l::ﬂ,::.';pgimc candidatcs l'mn.'l electoral = i
il widespread prl.'n.:q::lur.l.l irregularitics Were
reversed by the I|mm'w.l* woral fraud, particularly during the result collation process
Significant evideiee .m.rn-'f .m.'n:- tl'l-i-l;nl'r.]m:hi:-'.-:d at different SLAEEs of the election
ws obotried. 30 I‘T:;?mnm-i incidents of violence at polling boots. As a result of
i ¢ outcome of the 2007 election did not lived g %o the
n governance aandard while the hopes and REpATENONS o
have a credible clection were also dashed (ING Repon,
neEs reasonable departure from the previous

af the worst violence in the history of the
the conduct of the actual clections were
y ohservers as largely free and fair, the

(TNG Report, 2010). Foy

Nigerian history
l-qu:l.'ll elections have fallen

1007 state and 1

ards for credibl .
materials, MissiNg names ang

| comtest (which were later
also  observed

& elections. The exercige

proess. There
these election challenges, th
international corporate electio
many Nigerian clectorates 10 | _
2010). The 2011 elections did not wil
election disputes as the clections produced one
country’s democratic transitions. Even though

adjudged by most local and international election . |
pre- election period was bedeviled by unprecedented election violence where at least 90

people were killed and 209 injured weeks before the elections (Election Walch, 2011).
The 2011 election also marked the beginning of the 5‘““‘4”“‘“"’,‘ P* terrorist activities into
a civilian inspired transition programme 10 settle primm_dmi political scores as bomb blasi
rocked the INEC office at Suleja and the PDP campaign rally at Minna, both in Niger
state, killing 23 people eventually (Election Watch, 2011). There was also post election
violence mainly in the Northemn parts of Migeria in 2011, especially in Bauchi and
Adamawa states where over 1,000 people including nine National Youth Corps (NYSC)
members who served as election officers during the elections were Killed. Other states
where post clection violence took place in 2011 apart from these two states were Sokoto,
Zamfara, Niger, Jigawa, Katsina, Kano and Akwa Ibom states.

The riot from the 2011 elections in spite of its credibility from both internal and
cx:errul tlﬁtlmsnﬂb_‘:l‘.‘r‘-'tl; F:pans as :-::"E sufficiently free and fair in conduct and
outcome was a reflection of frustration anger primarily directed at people ide
1o be collaborator with the ruling PDP government and its Pmsisz:u[;u"l Eun.::cmj:.tl
Gnudlr.r:k Junall_‘mn w0 undermine local Northern interest which wanted Mulmmmuu.h;
Buhari, the Presidential candidate of the Congress for Progressive Change (CPC). What
was eventually found out from the conduct of clections in Nigeria since the
commencement of representative governance in the country in 1923 was th
B | . 3 at many of

elections were characterized by violence because of the tendency ir
politicians and incumbent politi i 2 e e e
incum political parties to stage manage the election process | i
favour. However, it was observed that all the e’lminnsuzunduf:tﬁ:m?m hhh e
administration and virtually al e o e SO
y all those conducted under the military government (saved the

Abacha regime) were observed to
S et be transparent than those conducted under the civilian
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A 'Irlll'hll'-l'.f-l'-l"ﬁ Keview
el
fialence in Nigeria
of Electoral Vio | ; %
5 [here arc many causes of electoral violence in Nigena (Omitola, 2011). One of
R federation and the E"Fllrrlll..dllnln. arisimng

s is ihe ;nmph:h. malure

its .;.._-u:rmiﬂnﬂl diversiies
rr|lI|Il|ﬂ| Wis arc pol unconnecte
e “ﬂ.sn af the federal level, which have
mw;!'.' pationalities 10 control such power. The mutual suspicions have continued to
ﬂhmhmnd ihe initial problem of structural imbalances and uneqgual competitive ability
€0Fihe control of national resources amongs! the diverse ethnic groups in Nigeria. Thus,
ﬁ‘_"ﬂ: time, Nigeria's federal system has largely been reduced to a resource re-distnbutive
. 5 to it. However, the resultant political

lstfiorm 1o reward various groups laying claim
y stion for access to these resources often become fierce and violence whenever

(here is ANy electoral competition, knowing very well that any region that wins the
clection controls and could re-distribute the collective resources 1o whosoever il wishes,

Another fall-out of the unfavourable nature of the Nigeria federation that has

contributed 10 electoral violence in Nigeria is the issue of identity crisis as a result of the

proliferation of sub-federal administrative boundaries of identities which often serve as a

w struggle for federal resources allocations, especially in a contest that

d non-indigenes, Such discrimination leads to more crises

discriminates against seitlers an
electoral contest in order to win elections at all cost in

15 groups CNEages in fair or foul
an atmosphere of the “end justifics the means” while political contest 1s seen i

instances in Nigeria as war by other means. The successive attempts by the mulitary
govemments 10 foster political restructuring and territorial reconfiguration and
ntation of many Nigerian homogenous groups into different local governments

and states have bred more distrust amongst such groups rather than stemming the tide of
violence during political competition. This is because rather than assuaging the fears of
the so-called minorities, military government has actually created more minorities that
are brought together or separated more disillusioned, disenchanted and marginalized in
the new coerced community. It is not surprising that such people resort to fiercer electoral
contestation 10 gain control of such artificially created political community forcefully
Joined together under an atmosphere of distrust. Electoral violence in Nigeria is caused
by the attempt of many politicians to use their incumbency power to stage-manage
clections in their favour having seen the signs of been rejected by the people due to poor
performance and weak accountability record in office. Many of such politicians,
especially at the local and state levels often instruct their supporters and loyalists that
have been deliberately planted at the electoral commission and local constituencies to
deliver their areas for the party in power at all cost. Such uncthical mandate frequently,
especially at the state level under the State Electoral Commissions (SEC), results in the
manipulation of elections which are regularly rebuffed by the opposing parties through

violence.

The proliferation of small arms and ammunitions, especially in the hands of
political Ihug: is a pointer to the link between arms and clectoral violence. Some of the
thugs use the weapons 1o scare away cligible voters during elections or cause intense
mayhem with the weapons. The high rate of poverty in Nigeria 1 another contributory
factor 1o electoral violence in Nigeria. The extremely poor Nigerians which constitute

of the Migerian federation and is

I he negative tendencics ¢
rI!1l|'1 concCEntralon of

4 with the extreme centralizalion
led to mutual hostilities amongst different

ghe caus
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perpetuation of electoral violence Nigeria. The age long utilitarian perceplion of
politics as a mcans of creating the greatest
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the federal and state levels. The

happiness for the greatest number of people
r Migeria's inde

has suffered a setback especially alic pendence. Many of the curremt
MNigerian politicians sec politics more a5 a means of appropriating state resources for

personal gains al the expense of community service 1o the people. Some aspiring

politicians go to the extent of selling their personal belongings, including cars and houses
1o finance their elections.

Consequence upon their desperations not 10 lose their electoral investments,

their opponents while the

aspiring politician often adopt foul means [0 SUppress
defrauded losers launches counter offensive through violence 1o claim their stolen

mandate. Post l:lci.'..il'l:m violence also does occur due to the inability of the judiciary 1o
resolve electoral disputes in a fair, timely and transparent manner. From the evidences
that abound from the examination of electoral violence in Nigeria, one cannot agree less
::::'h the LM[}quﬁm 33 that clectoral violence in the country cannol be linked to a
oY, st Vi i :
r:mlvingl:hu:] thus requires multidisciplinary and multidimensional approaches to
Implications of Electoral Violence for National Security i
| . ty in Nigeria
gﬁﬂ v;!::;x which serves as a threat to nruimfﬂ security occurs at four major stages
(outcome) stages Electoral “P",::f :m.jff.“ml I.“““}* campaign, balloting, and result
process. Some nf the :Imm‘:: nnm:Ii:s that serves n:m;;ﬁ d'::i“ﬁ:l: poston
i ; i ential threat i
:‘rfr:nlti‘rz Tl;'“:d;:l mfn of fake voters registration card, moving l'tgismti.;: national
aoial | ly 'Eﬂﬂ?d point to unapproved centre by electoral uﬂ'm:“mu
REnct 'ﬂduﬂﬂnﬂﬂl_ _ by interested politicians, undera y : . d"'f -
provision of registration materials, insufficient time for rcgestr:: e
::rm clectorates until the closing of registration, non-di Ei‘ tion, registration apathy
possible objections, multi Erin o display of voters registration list
multiple registration, non : iy
-registration of eligible voters due to
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logistic problems. Pre-clection violence could also occur durng the registration process
when refugees or other conflict-induced immigrants are unahle to establish or re-establish
their identities with their immediate communities on their returns and are thus prevented
from registration. These sets of people often cause violence at the registration centre for
the denial of their nght 1o panticipate in the electoral process. Pre-clection violence can
also occur during the campaign stage. Campaign violence occurs as rival parties seek 1o
disrupt opponent’s campaign, intimidate voters and candidates while the parties in power
also use threats (such as demanding for voter's registration cards before salary g
force |'|tl£lp|l.' 10 register.
The tone of political campaign is often riddled with provocative abusive
language, character assassination, threat of physical combat between political rivals,
amongst others. Balloting violence is perpetuated on the Election Day when political
rivalries are re-enacted at the polling booth. Some of the issucs that could precipitale
violence on the day of the election include vote buying, vote rigging, 1ssuance of fake
ballot boxes and ballot papers, stuffing of ballot boxes with multiple printed ballot
papers, ballot boxes snatching, multiple and underage voting, intimidation of political
oppenents from voting, disqualification of legitimate volers from voting, shoriage of
election materials, especially ballot papers, starting the voting process late and closing
early, falsification of election results at the collation cemter or at the point ol
announcement by INEC officials, missing names in the voters register, influencing e
on whom to vote for at the polling booth, attempting to count authentic vote as “rejected™
vote, amongst others. The outcome stage of electoral violence represents the point of
dispute over falsified or supposedly falsified election resulis, Some of the element of
clection falsification includes returning votes that are more than the number of the
registered voters, variation in the total number of certified voles scored amongst election
stakeholders; party agents, the police, state security services and the INEC. Electoral
violence also does occur at the outcome stage due 1o the inability of the judiciary to
resolve election disputes in a fair, timely and transparent manner. Thomson (2011)
identified two broad dimensions of electoral violence. These are physical and
psyd.‘hl.‘rlngical violence dimensions. The physical dimensions of electoral violence
include physical assault, arsons and destruction of lives and properties during electoral
contest. The psychological aspect of election violence include the emotional trauma of
physical assault, constant feelings of political insecurity, emotional pains for the lost of
loved ones in electoral violence and high sense of hate and unforgiving sprit for those
who were responsible for the loss. Such psychological torture makes post-clection
violence reconciliation efforts very difficult 1o achieve. From different scholarly
itions, one distills that electoral violence amongst vlﬁ-n_tﬁ groups in Hig.;ri; is
influenced largely by the desire of one community, group or individuals to gain the
control of the national resources and the attempt to gain OF retain the power of the
distributing authorities at the detriment of other tribal rivals and an atempt by such
distributing authorities to even move further to capture the political and_economic
terrains of such rivals, an attempt that is often resisted by the rivals through violence.
Electoral viclence in Migeria has many impacis on national security. First, the
violence inhibits private and public peace and security. The rampant use of dangerous
i i of lives and property. Such loses affect
weapons during election leads to loss
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ke m:lr:::} further threatening the security of lives and property in Nigerjy 1y
E:u?l::]:‘hr flagrant use of ams and ammunition by political thugs leads 1 y,
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Some of the political thugs eventually tral.nsltcd to arme robbers who i
- mational boundaries, leaving suc), ""‘-"-'il_':k
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the society within national and betwee ! TR \
prone 1o persistent security threat. Furthermore, electoral violence scares away logy) e

fon i f security for their investment thus incre
foreign investors apparently due to lack o . 3 U INCreasing
job iﬁ“:ﬁuﬂq in the country, Due to electoral violence, many innocent Nigerians 'h:,:;
been displaced from their places of residence into a refugee camp where a new form of

health, economic and social security threats (exposure to hunger, diseases, a9
prostitution, amongst others) are prev alent. There have been incidences of many politicy
thugs transiting into child soldier and terrorist groups and they are frequently used 1,
terrorize the environment. The engagement of African youths in act of thuggery and other
delinquent tendencies such as bodyguards to many p?!"“ml “god fathers", which thrive
on the periodic dole out of financial and material gains by the “godfather” destroys the
youth which instead of making virile Nigerian youths agents of national growth ang
development had built into such youth the culture of violence that is charactenized by
riotous form of livelihood in many facets of public life. It is even difficult to make good

gerian youths who have imbibed the culture of wild life,

future leaders out of such Ni
political imperfection, bribery and political manipulation thus endangering future

political stability in Nigeria.

Electoral violence has the risk of transiting into dangerous and destructive
communal conflicts thereby further polarizing the society into a state of disintegration.
Even though such violence is sometimes triggered by political differences it is often
hijacked by ethnic militias and misguided elements who use such disputed elections 1o
launch their hidden agenda of planned annihilation and extermination of their perceived
political enemies. For instance, the Hausa-Fulani claims that the 2008 Jos North lecal
government electoral dispute which claimed over 1600 lives (Election watch, 2011) was
used by the indigenes as a platform to eliminate the Hausa/Fulani community in Platea
State while the indigenes also accused the Hausa/Fulani of persistent exploitation and
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aleo introduced fake dimensbon 10 seCumis melworkng aid Lt ""LF““I" OPHENN
sigeria as many of the recruited Nghting machinerics i (he jos 2008 election cnsis wer
caupht wearing (ake It lice mind ||||||Ir:. unilorms. e pie wWelt iherclione confused on
whom 10 run to Tor proteciion. Election induced violence have been known 10 have
reduced the highly essential positive delensive group s (Esprit de "IIP.J and the
exsentinl unity in .\1“_“._.__:." oper dionnl organizalion w iihin the iamk and Tles I 1he
o Turther threst 1o

security agencies that were deploved 1o fight election enimes leading
aational security, For instance, there were serious allegations of divided loyalty 10 the
military puthorities in Jos electoral crisis as many poacc |-.~.l.'|'ﬂ. s 1|-‘['|-"--\-'-! A l-Lk'J'l e
in Jos were socused of tachically sU ot ing their kits and Kim i thae ¢ riais thuis proamoding
trikaal Iu:...'llh. far above their oificial |,|:|, ,|I|:, 1o e |I|||||I.14':. anithorities. | he "1I-"'F"|||"1||l\.-l||"ll
and the quantum of arms and ammunitons that are vsed by Fhlll.[lh.'.ll thugs also points o
reasonable measure of proliferation of ight and advanced weaponry in Migena and this
womisome development raises national scourity concern in the country. Such rampant
and reckless use of arms makes il difficuli for the sec urity forces 1o isolate and control
political violence, especially where such violent is carmied out under ethnic identity, The
I"nn_1|||'|.'r.lli1'lll of illegal arms and ammunitions to fight ethnic course is one of the major
reasons why election ensis i Jos is very difficult 1o control than many olher places.

Conclusion and Hecommendations
Our discussions clearly showed that electoral violence in Nigeria 15 caused by many

factors. Elections conducted under the colonial administration and military governments
in Nigerna were more transparent than those conducted under the civilian administrations

It was also pointed out that by their very competitive nature, election. especially in
ethnically fragile and factionalized states often generate negative extensive political
activism and panicipation to control the leverages of political power. Such hard-line
political contest often creates stress on the nascent political institutions in Nigeria leading
o dispuied clections in many cases. The paper also revealed that poorly conducted
clections are primary causes of political instability in Migeria. :

There is need to have financial and appointive independence of the electoral
commission to make the body more independent for the conduct of free and fair
elections. The President who in virtwally all instances stands for re-clection against other
candidates is charged with the responsibility of appointing the INEC chairman and other
functionaries of the commission while the President equally decides and approves the
financial needs of the body. Such overwhelming appointive powers often make the
incumbent President and the party 1o have overwhelming influence on the INEC officials
1o stage manages the electoral process in their favour to the detriment of the opposing
parties. There is need for decorum in the campaign language of aspiring politicians 1o
reduce political tension. There is also the need for a mobile political mass literacy school
to enlighten the citizens regularly about their fundamental human rights and privileges
from and obligation to the government, to liberate them from political ignorance.
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