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PREFACE

Rooted in humanism, a philosophy which places premium on human nature and
values, “The Humanities” are primarily concerned with liberal education as a tool for the
cultivation of strong moral values and sound intellectual capabilities. They are those
academic disciplines which explore aspects of human society and culture, and they exist in
the school curriculum today in sharp contradistinction to The Natural Sciences and,
sometimes, The Social Sciences. Without any central discipline, again in contrast to The
Natural Sciences, The Humanities employ critical or speculative methods of enquiry, with a
significant historical element. History therefore appears to be one of the most important
subjects in this group of disciplines. The Humanities include language, literature, history,
philosophy, human geography, sociology, law, political science, religion and art. In the Basic
and Secondary School nomenclature, they are “art subjects” and in many colleges and
universities all over the world, there is a Faculty, College or School of Arts either existing
independently or co-existing with an allied discipline such as The Social Sciences. _

The Humanities have undergone a chequered history and experienced fluctuating
fortunes since the Renaissance Period. While, understandably, English in Nigeria' has
continued to enjoy a pride of place in the curriculum at all levels of the school system, other
art subjects, including languages and literature, are not that privileged. History as an
autonomous subject has since been phased out of the primary and junior secondary school
curricula as Christian Religious Studics and Islamic Studies are struggling to keep afloat. In
Colleges of Education and Universities, the 40-60 admission ratio in favour of The Natural
Sciences, Applied Sciences and Technology to the detriment of The Humanities and
Management Sciences, has exacerbated the challenge. Enrolment in the elective Humanities
(i.e. excluding English and Economics) has therefore continued to dwindle in the face of non-
supportive official policy and the morale of teachers and learners cannot but be at a very low
ebb.

Concomitantly, the classroom climate is often lukewarm and devoid of any purposeful
and well-informed methodology. Against this unwholesome background, a fairly
comprehensive methodological manual of a sort, for both pre-service and in-service teachers
of The Humanities, especially at the all-important basic and secondary school levels, is
clearly a desideratum.

This 64-chapter book is structured into ten (10) sections, A to J, and the contributions
are judiciously spread over the theory, praxis and practice of humanities / arts education with
close reference to the Nigerian situation at the Basic and Secondary School levels. The
opening Section A, which covers Chapters | to 10, examines critically the historical
development in the status of the ten (10) target humanities in the school curricula, namely
English, Literature-in-English, Arabic, French, Yoruba, Christian Studies, Islamic Studies,
History, Economics and Social Studies with Civil Education.

Section B complements the opening section to further firmly ground trainees on
background concepts and issues vital for humanities instruction. The section explores the
nexus among the National Policy on Education, the curriculum, the syllabus, the scheme of
work and the lesson-plan; the principles of textbook selection and ulitisation; and the two
main broad pedagogical orientations — the teacher-centred and learner-centred instructional
approaches.

Across the four (4) target languages, Section C x-rays “what to teach in languages” as
essentially language structure, communicative skills, culture and civilisation, while Sections
D and E present respectively with copious and explicit illustrations the principles, methods,
techniques and resources for the teaching and leaming of these language elements.



Section F is devoted to the tcsti!lil'._ Of language structure and skills, ly,
inter-twines the teaching and testing of literature in the medium of English Secti(,n G
Yoruba, giving ample room for cross-linguistic ms;g!ns‘ m}d extrapolations, Thc't Araby, ang
testing of religious education (in ﬂlf:.‘, twm‘fon.ns of (,hnsl!an and Islamic Studffac
purview of Section H and the penultimate Section l rcquctlvcly, while the bOka are gy,
the social dimension of The Humanities, focusing in Section J on the teaching Closeg Wit
Economics and Social Studies. and esting of

All the twenty-five (25) contributors 0 this rich and timely compendium
teachers/teacher educators with cumulative professional experience at the Sale are Vetery,
and tertiary education levels, within and outside Nigeria, spanning between b 'dsecon
over four decades respectively. I strongly hope that pre-service and in-service tcachecade a
Humanities and researchers at all major rungs of the educational ladder would ﬁndersoof'[he
to be an illuminating resource material and an indispensable professional comPanionthls book

R. Adebayo LAWAL, Ph.p,
Ilorin, Nigeria :
6th August, 2020
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CHAPTER 15
STRUCTURE IN YORUBA LANGUAGE

Victoria 0. OGUNNIRAN &
Surajudeen A. BADRU
INTRODUCTION
In this chapter we are going to be discussing on language structure, the necessary
weapons for the effective reading and efficient learning of language. These followmg. points
would be considered under: phonetics, phonology, morphology, orthography, semantics and
syntax and text structure.
OBJECTIVES
At the end of this chapter, you should be able to:
explain the meaning of phonetics and what it involves;
state the word phonology and what it involves;
explain something about the Yoruba morphology;
give detail explanation on the orthography of Yorub4,
give detail explanation on semantics of Yoruba; and
explain the concept of “syntax”.

STRUCTURE OF YORUBA LANGUAGE

Phonetics (Fonétiiki) |

Phonetics is the study of speech sounds (phonemes) and how they are produced in a
language. Teachers need to be able to pronounce phonemes correctly and understand the
characteristics of vowels and consonants. Phonetics is the branch of linguistics that deals with
the sounds of speech and their production, combination, description, and representation by
written symbols. For better pronunciation of sounds one should follow the phonemic symbols
rather than the letters. Phonemic symbols help in proper phonetic transcription. Phonetics has
three main branches.

O W S b

1. Articulatory phonetics is concerned with the position and movement of lips,
) tongue, vocal tract, and folds, and other speech organs producing speech.
ii. Acoustic phonetics deals with the properties of sound waves and how they are

received by the inner ear.
iii.  Auditory phonetics is concerned with speech perception, primarily how the

brain forms perceptual representations of the inputs it receives.
Classification of speech sounds

There are 18 consonant sounds and 12 vowel sounds in Yoruba: The vowel sounds are
further classified as 7 oral vowels (fawéli airanmiipe) and 5 nasal vowels (ardnmupe)
Vowel Sounds: This type of sounds is produced without stoppage of air. During the
production .of vowel sounds, the air from the lungs comes out in an unrestricteci manner in a
rather continuous stream. Vowel sounds are articulated by the tongue, teeth or lips. In the
process of ftmculatlon of a vowel sound the active articulator is raised towards the . ssive
articulator in such a way that there is a sufficient gap between the two for air top;ca
through the mouth without friction. pe
Consonant S9unds: This type of sounds is produced by stopping air with the help of lips
Thus, the voice or breath in consonants is partially hindered by the tongue teethp lips or.
other organs of articulation. The 18 consonant sounds are classified according ’to the ;atzr;: of
constriction as plosives, affricates, nasal consonants, lateral consonants, and fricatives




Phonology

Phonology 1s the scientific study of the rules that govern the order in which speech
sounds or phonemes can be produced. Sound production introduces learners to some basic
characteristics of consonant and vowel sounds, and provides a model for the correct
pronunciation of individual sounds. In Yorub4, in a three-letter word CVC
(chHconsonanHvowcl) ‘e’ cannot occur with (0, 0, €, €, and a) etc. Yoruba words have
vowel endings, but consonant clusters (tr, plr, dd, tt) are not allowed. Two vowel sounds or
more can follow each other in Yoruba words, (0l606run, aldaanu) but consonant sounds
cannot end Yorubd words, e.g. (ajar, adih, oyad: these words are not correct). Consonant
sounds can be voiced or unvoiced. For unvoiced sounds there is no vibration of the vocal
folds (voice box; larynx). In voiced sounds there is vibration of the vocal folds. All vowels
are voiced sounds. Teachers can guide the students to discover characteristics of several
sounds including what parts of the mouth are used to produce the sounds. All consonants are
produced by moving air and are considered “closed” sounds, because the airstream is stopped
or closed off in some way. All vowels are "open" sounds because the air stream is not
interrupted.

VOWELS
Ilanaakoto: a eeil 0 Qu an eninon un
Ilana I.P.A./a/ /el Ie/ 1il 1ol | o/ I/ 18J/€/ i/ fol i/

CONSONANTS
Ilanaakoto:b d f g gb h j k 1 m n pr s stwy

Ilana L.P.A /b//d/ /f/ /g/ /gbl W /dz/ /k/ /1/ /m// n/fkplir /sl s/l v wll/

The common word patterns in Yoruba are:

1. V; vowel only, e.g. (0)= he/she/it.

2. CV; consonant with vowel, e.g.(dé€)=come

3. VCV; vowel+ consonant+vowel, e.g. (ata)=pepper

4. CVCV:; consonant+verb+consonant+verb, e.g. (baba) father

5.CVCVCVCV; A combination of any of the above in a long word is possible, e.g. patapata
(everything).

Morphology _ ) C

Morphology is the study of morphemes which are the Frflallest units of meaning in a
language. Morphemes can be whole words (€.2. oa, 0 onil€), prefixes (e.g., a1+J¢=aljfi=‘;
on+dé=onde). There are bound morphemes (mo6fiimu afarahe) and free morphemes (mo6fiimu
adadirg). The comprehensive knowledge of these morphemes allows students to read and
understand unfamiliar multi-syllable words.

The free morphemes (méfiimi adddird) are morphemes that can stand alone to have
meaning, Free morphemes can be nouns, vcrbs,'olr yerbs. phrase, e.g: (ata, aso, abo, ilé, ;ra,
orlin (nouns), sé, dé, w, mu, j¢, sun, (verbs), ké ilé, da ind, (verb phrase) and ﬂlff]\m“;‘i )
morphemes are prefix (afomo ibéré) and infix (afomo aarin), there is no suffix (afomo ipari)
in Yoriib4. Let us examine the relationship between the free morphemes and bound
morphemes in word formation.




1. Afomg-ibéré Moéfiimu adadiré Or¢ orike

(prefix, bound morphemes) (frce morphemes) %‘g“ns)
Z Jb(: ebi
ai je ajje
alai gbon aigbon
on onde br‘u.ié
oni ilé ?fll‘lé

2. mofiimu adadiré mofiimu afarahe mofiimu adadiaré Qr()-Ol:l'lkg
Omo ki omo omokomo
Ilé dé ilé ilédélé
ije ki ije ljekije
Opo ni 0po opolopd
Qdin mo odun odinmodiin

Orthography

Orthography is the study of the writing system of a language and includes correct or
standard spelling. Teachers need to know the common spellings for vowels, consonants and
syllable patterns as well as the major spelling rules and how these are related to Yoriibd
orthography. There series of meetings were held concerning this Yorub4 orthography, these

are the examples of the conclusions of how the words should be written. These sub-headings
will be considered under Yorib orthograph '

Ys
i Silent sounds are removed, examples:
Word Pronunciation Orthography
aiyé ayé ayé
eiye eye eye
Yid yo0 y60
Oshogbo 0sogbo 0sogbo
Otta ota ota
2. Maintaining of the sounds pronounced, e.g. '
\‘Nords Pronunciation Orthography
Enia ¢-ni-yan éniyan
Obirin o-bin-rin obinrin
Okuirin o-kun-rin okunrin
3. The splitting of words as they are pronounced, e.g. .
Words Pronunciation Orthography
NitoFiRé nitori-pé nitori pé
Bidtilejépé bi-6-tile-jé-pé bi-6-tilé-jé-pé
Nigbati nigba-ti nfoba-t i
Wipé wi-pé ng_ é
4. Tone marks are emphasised for the correct pronunciation, e.g ’
Word Pronunciation , .(irtho raphy
Ogun ddgin b gﬁng
Orun O0ruin Sdrin
Alafia é.li‘léﬁé alaafia
Alanu alaadni alaaani
Funu fiin un

fun un



Semantics
Semantics is the study of the meaning of words and sentences. These include

synonyms, antonyms, homonyms, idioms and proverbs, which are sometimes difficult for
students. The following examples would be considered:

Idioms (akanlo ede), e.g. ghéwiri, gbo agboya, ghé 0odd mi, toji onika mésan-an ka a,
Proverbs (Owe), e.g. OQbe ti baalé ilé ki i je iyalé ilé ki § sé é.
Synonyms (aarQ), e.g.aya/iyawo
Homonyms (fedadggba), e.g.iwo/iwd/iwd
Antonyms (0r¢ 0di), e.g. iya/baba
Syntax

Syntax refers to the study of the structure of words within phrases, clauses and
sentences. It is also the rules that govern the structure of Yoriiba sentences. Syntax is crucial
for literacy, spelling, reading and writing. Yoruba language has the basic sentence structure
of subject + predicator + object.
Consider these sentences: Adé 19 ilé iwé. Iya mu omi. Akékdé ko orin.

Subject Predicator Object
Adé lo i1é iwé.
Iya mu omi.
Akekoo ko orin

In Yoruba several verbs can be juxtaposed in one sentence; Mo fetete lo pa eja je (‘I
want to go and catch fish for food’). This is referred to as multiple verb construction or serial
verbs.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

As a teacher you are now familiar with the broad characteristics of phonology,
morphology, phonetics, semantics and syntax of Yoruba. Your students should be guided
through them as part of the foundation for the communicative use of the language.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
L Explain the steps you will take to improve your sentence construction.
2. Re-write these words using correct Yoruba orthography: wipe, biotilejepe,
nitorinaa, nigbanaa, gan.
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