


THE PLACE OF RELIGION
IN THE DEVELOPMENT
OF NIGERIA

Edited by

l. A. B. Balogun
P. Ade - Dopamu

R. A. Akanmidu { !f’ : ]CC’
0. Oloyede , S

oy | . \\L_.&JL 1

\ A (M \

. 4% \“

\ -

‘(. N \

© Publication of the Department of Religions, University of llorin 1988

r

Printed by: Amora Press Ltd. Tel:221847 llorin.




'y

W

FJ'F

16

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

7
I/

\ S~ oS

"CONTENTS"

ticl V '{ - - f"-)f.
Articles (\, R p\/“G/L,.{__,_L;_‘ L

Preface. ..o iisssesivossaiine i varms s sufigiting 7 [T 1
Tablo-Of COMMANTS ioicociiusivss i i s e saotiia baba bl o B 5
I OAICHION i s cissssiers st b detaveasibbsvanessdativne cvssosts 9

Keynote Address
by Bashorun Mo ADIGIA........ 5.t hipesditoiinnyeae b idissssebises 18

Missionary Proprietorship of 24
Post - Primary Institutions in Kwara State
By |, O, OIOYBOE .icounssiseiiiiniionsias sasiimmsbesans smsasass siiasnig sinnir

Islam and Intellectual Development 56
by M. O. OPelOYe.......oeveciicrasinnenteresnereeeseee et sssaesianens

Koinonia and Social Development
bVIC. Q) SN Dttty mistiresisesassosasss 80

Men Power Development in Nigeria
by M. A. MUhibbu-din.........ccooiviieeiicccii i,

The Christian position on the
Development of Ethical values in the
Nigeria Context by Dapo ASaju ..........ccovenivinnciiencaninee

Church and manpower Development
by M. O. AKINWUMI ..ot et ,

The Potentialities of a Language of
Scripture in the Development of a
Nation by M. T. YARAYA. ... imssmmsiciisasi snsiomsan

Religion and Development
by SamBaba Malal...aaimimnapmsisistsiines

( )

106

126 °

148

163

177

Mass mobilization Towards National

Development by J. M. Enomate...........ccccoceiviiiienincnen. 194

The place of onisegun in the Yoruba Health care

system by P. Ade Dopamu............ccceeuee. g e eranrans 216

Islamic Scholars as spiritual Healers in a Nigerian
Community by Z. |. Oseni..........cccccoevinnieininnnns coean g

Hygiene and Food in the light of the
Glorious Quran and
the Sunnah by S. U. Balogun ...........ccoeveiiiinininnnnienncne




7.

18.

19.
20.

21.

22.

23.

The place of Religion inthe

Development of Nigeria

by S. N. Adiele. .........coeune: LR P MR 280
A Practical way forward 10

Religious Peace in Nigeria.

by C. E. OSUME w.occvvcrsssesssssmmsssasssssssssssssssssssssssss s 300
Religion: by O. A, OIODUMMO.....cooveewssssssseeessss s 317
Religious Fanaticism in Nigeria

by K. A. BAIOGUN.....oovvevesssmsssessssssssssssssss s 328

The Judical Approach to the Freedom of Religion in the
US & it implication for the Nigerian

Exprience by S. M. NQU coccrvnssrscessssssmmsmsssssses 343
Religion and Human Environment

by John A. Olaoye............. ST Rt 371
Utilizing Biblical methods in Administration

by 1DFANIM OMAIE.....cooooansssssssssssssmmmmsssss s 386

ADPENAIX vvcvevvssssssessessassssssssssssssssssssssmassss s




‘CHAPTER 1

MISSIONARY PROPRIETORSHIP OF POST-PRIMARY
INSTITUTIONS IN KWARA STATE: ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR
THE EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE STATE.

I. 0. OLOYEDE

1. INTRODUCTION

Provision of education is a basic duty of the state towards her
citizens. This notion probably underlined the provision of the 1979
constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, section 18(1) which
states:

Gov ernment shall direct its policy towards

ensuring that there are equal and adequate

educational opportunities at all levels.

Sub section 18(3) of the 1979 constitution states that:

Government shall strive to eradicate illiteracy

and to this end Government shall as and when

practicable provide:-

(a) Free Compulsory and Universal Primary Eduction.

(b) Free Secondary education.

(¢) Free University education; and

(d) Free adult literacy classes.

These provisions and the National Policy on Education confirm
that provisiun of sound education is a primary responsibility of the
Government. That notwithstanding, the individual citizens and groups
equally have to go into partnership with Governments to make the
educational objective of the state a rcality. In Nigeria, various bodies
are known 10 have gone into the venture of providing education for
the citizens with varied purposes and goals. Therc is the need,
therefore, for the Government to co-ordinate and channel the
educational activities of these various private bodies towards national
development.




educational development of Kwara State. Enormity of

materials, limitation of fund and time, restrict the
scape of this paper to the activities of only the
religious bodies in this regard. While illustrations of
private intervention in education, shall be drawn
largely from missionary proprietors; where inevitable,
other private proprietors shall be used in illustrating
or driving home our points. Attention shall be called
to issues that need be thoroughly addressed if
participation of religious bodies in the educational
duties of the government shall not become an
instrument of social disorder, religious acrimony and
sabotage of educational efforts of the Government.

POST _ PRIMARY INSTITUTIONS TN__KWARA
STATE

2. GROWTH OF PRIVATE PROPRIETORSHIP OF

The chart below gives the growth In the
involvement of private bodies and communities in the
educational activities at the post primary school level.

TELO L0 IRLP

o




~

[0028" 1A0!)

—

o

SLIUD)

“Wwon

1A0T)

N
IN L
Od

N~y NI

qy 011




| I -

[P faso] avol on|  jodmup OTHOTIA - JHOH | I

¥H1 TFRLO| ILO IREPO KO [MO- |OKE JOKE-[OY] OYUNJTOTAL
|DUN mﬁ,_,.z ﬁ,_‘r.,ﬁz GI |RO HI NE

N S

11
| ]
f[‘
I
{
B
i
=1
l
™|
| |
[ |
| |
| |
|
wte]
—
o
> |00
1

joke]
= = =

Chrig e _i.ﬂnT..J 1ﬂ..v.t+%ri“1
1

Musli , | 1 . W , .
Mustim L1 o Lt L4 ] , :

Giovl. 1 .:i.m.l m N _-rﬂllﬁ 1 D 1 1 M , .HM
Coimm . [0 mf ,i:..ﬁim\w\hn.l_ 4 1 |
Chris, I ;

{MusHm *

TOTAL 2 |2 14

oo
&
]

ek
(=]
B
o]
o0




ATV
IaY IO

et

: LBOl
IFBA6E) .B¥E1S

1 @pancyg
= (qnd)
= (wo)d)

| - gjuUaWyYSI[qel1sa

Sug paumo S[o0UDS = (3sd)
; worssIp uBlSIIYD  =("aUDd)
[00UDS UOISSIW WISNN = (SnA)

{ poindsip YIIM S[00YDdS jO J2qUNN =, D

Sy |ge | 81 ¢T | TT fiviosr anvuni
7 | ¥ 7 TVIOL
SN WoD)g

M. m H [0OUDE *Jaw)
L86L /P86

el 8 8 VL0

e ==

112 |91 | 91
R TR B

&

s m 9 [oolag. © L)
E86T-036T

[1a4d

—

A
<

T — S W & ook RS T Sa e P S



SUMMARY

PRINVARY INSTITUTIONS IN KWARA STATE 1987
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The civil war and the fact that the state was newly
created are probable reasons for the fact that only
two Gowvernment schools were established within the
period—~ (1967-1970). Despite this it should be noted
that within three years of the establishment of Kwara
State, twentv six post-primary schools were
established. fﬂCidenlal!y all post-primary schools from
time immemorial up to 1967 were twenty-six.

The chart shows that within the first three years
of Kwara State (1967-1970) the post-primary schools
increased by 100%. The Kwara State Government .in
1973 started to give grants to private pronrietors vide
the Kwara State Education edict of 1973. This
grant-aiding, rather than causing an ‘increase in the
establishment of missionary schools it retarded it.
There are indications that Christian proprietors
opposed the intervention of Government in the

runring of school!s established by Christian missions
However, &a noticeable improvement in the number of
Christian Missionary schools took place between 1980
and 1983. It is also visible from the chart that more
than 50% of Government schools were established
between 1980 and 1983. The period also occasioned a
apid increase in the number of Community Schools
which rose from 39 in 1979 to 148 in 1983. Muslim
Missions established twenty-two of their thirty-one
school: within this same period. All these have both
social, educational and political implications in the
development of Kwara State.

The era up to and including 1960, the year of
Nigerian Independence, showed an almost stagnant
position in the number of post-primary schools in the
area that later became Kwara State.

The period between 1961 and 1966 was the time
when a little less than a quarter of the 42 Christian
mission schools in Kwara State were established. While
the number of Christian schools continued to grow
between 1967 and 1970 when Christian Missions had
twenty five institutions, there was only one Muslim




Mission school. It is to be. noted in passing, that
something must have gone wrong in the State Ministry
of Education between 1967 and 1970 because four of
the nine Christian Mission schools established during
the perijod later generated serious controversies and
conflicts between Christian Proprietors on the one
hand and Communities and Muslim bodies on the other
hand. This shall be examined more critically later in
this paper. It is also noteworthy that one of the
foruteen community schools which were established
during the period remains a subject of controversy up
till today. While communities blame certain top
ministPy officials for exploiting them to further the
religious interest of the said officials, it was not
possible to get the re-action of the concerned
ministry officials to this allegation

In the period between 1971 and 1975 ther'L‘_ was d
fall in the rate of increase in the number of
community and Christian Missioy schools. Tl'le.MUSllm
Mission schools increased from one to 1:'0ur_duz‘1ﬂg' tt}e
period. The decrease in the rate of increase In
Christian and Community schoo.ls might ':'10} ve
unconnected with 1973 c'du_ce'rtion ediet in Kwara b_ta’ifh
More than 60% of the thirty nj.ne schools established
during the period were Governm. ent schools.

Between 1876 and 1979, establishment
Communities got an impetus. While only one school
was built byaChristiﬂn Mission during the period the
Muslim Missions too established only twc schools.

The rapjd rate of increase in the number of Muslim
schools within the period of 1980-1983 ]

Muslims, @n indication tnat they had, prior to that
time, been Suppressed. A letter circulated by the
Muslim: Community of Kwara State on the 18th of
December 1980, in reaction to the publication of the
Christian "Association of Nigeria in the West Africa
Magazine of 17th Novermber 1980 contains:

of schools by

was to the

Muslims recall their patient suffering in the face

of educational policies titled towards the minority




Christian population during the twelve years of
military rule In the state. The Military
administration turned a deaf ear to the
complaints of Muslims against its lop -sided
educational development where the bulk of tax
payers were Muslim majority and the beneficiaries
were Christian minority. An evidence of
the manouvres of the Christian missionaries in
the establishment of secondary schools and the
view of the Muslims that the military
adminjstration made Muslims in the State to hold
the horns of the cows and allow the Christiansg
to milk the cows for twelve long years.

The Muslims further pressed their claim thus:

Within a year (1979-'80) of liberal educational
policy, which encouraged self-help in the state,
Muslims have over 10 secondary schools to their
credit.

The Christians disagreed with the reasons given by
the Muslims and siressed that the rise in the number
of Muslim schools was only an indication that Muslims
had started to appreciate the ralue of Western
education.” For what-ever reason, the fact is that
there' was a rapid growth in the rumber of Muslim

schools between 1980-1983. The rise in the number of
\lus schools during the period was largely from
Oyup and Ifelodun Local Government

Muslim bodies in Asa, Borgu, Edu, Ilorin, Kogi,
Moro, Okehi and Okene Local Government Areas have
not dcne sufficiently well in the provision of Muslim
mission schools despite the fact that a large
percentage of the indigenes of the Local Government
Areas are Muslims. The level of participation of
Christian proprietors in the establishment of schools
in  Muslim dominated areas had been tremendous.
However, there is no Christian Mission school in Asa,
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against on the basis of religion. We, therefore, feel
that there the need for the Kwara State
Government to consider the issue on the basis of her
educational objective and section 35 of the 1979
constitution.

Cantinan D A L P 1Q72 e L P +1 :
oection 21 of the 1973 edict gave the power to un

existing schools to the Commissioner for Education. If

the rationalisation of educational institutions Wwhich

Kwara State Government is currently examining!"is to

be effected, the Government, in ‘our view, needs to

repeal section 21 (3) (a) (b); (4) and (5) of the 1973

¢ This sapart, the Government should _ also
1z

‘ess herself to certain socio-political issues which
rationalisation will raise.

MISSIONARY SCHGOLS AND MODE OF
PROPRIETORSHIP:

Long before independence, Christian Missions
established schools in Nigeria. Prominent among such
pre-independence schools are Methodist Boys High
School, Lagos (1879); St Gregory's College Lagos
1880): C M.S. Grammar School Lagos (1859) and St.
Andrews College Oyo (1896). In Kwara State such
pre-independence’ Christian Mission schools included
Titcombe College, Egbe (1951) ECWA Girls Secondary
Schools, Omu-Aran (1948) and Rishop Smith Memorial
College Ilorin (1957).

When the various state Governments were taking
over private schools in the early 70s, they seem to
have made no critical examination of the facts
involved, before regarding some bodies as the or ginal
proprietors of the schools. In Kwara State, secondary
schools were aided in 1973 and in accordance with the
1973 Education Edict, the proprietors of each of the
voluntary agency schools were given certain rights and
duties.

Our investigation reveals that there are a number
of schools which have official proprietors that are
different from the actual owners and financiers of the




guarantor of the
signed by one Paul Iranloye
seen in the course of
our informants, is the

down the request. Despite this
’ildual  members of S.I.M.

the effort

rejection,
still continued to
to establish the community school.
he; the Baptist Mission was
Ogundele who was

ARande wno was the revere

» }
- contacted by David
a Baptist member, through' Rev.
nd in charge of the campus

!

¢
(Lagos) Church of the Baptist., T
form was obtained and

hus the application
signed by 'the Baptist Mission .
photo-copy of a cheque of £9,000 which was sj

Joseph B, Adediji anc

TT
U

gned
1 Alhaji Bale on behalf of
as deposit for the running of the school
was made payable to the ] is i
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was shown to the present writer by Alhaji Amuda, 16

1
According to an informantsall adult members of the
rhcua community went to clear the site of .the school
’(Fila”(’i’."" were made to pay some amount of mamey
i ividuals on th basis of age-group
amount of money. It wag while the
was being collected 1l S.I.M. members
their unwillingness ’«cm’hz‘umr) participate
the individual level, in the ture because
school would bear the name of the Baptist

According to our Muslim informs mmme name of the
school wag to be :’\i-r.qs; Grammar School, A Christian
informant'? however, said that the I.PU. initially
m.w;fm! that the name of the scheol should be
Baptist Community Grammar School. He stressed that
the acceptance that the Grammar school shall bear
Baptist Mission was a condition for the consent of the
missicn. He emphasised that the Baptist acccepted to
be the official proprietor and not a mere guarantor as
being suggested by our Muslim informants. He said
the issue of name was an after-thought on the part of
the Muslims. The Igbaja Muslims, according to
sources.”” contacted Muslim Government officials at
[lorin . *!

Muslim informants claimed that they contacted
Ahmadiyya Mission in Lagos which they proposed as
their new guarantor since the Baptist refused to
change the name. Ahmadiyya too gave a _condition:that
the scheol shall bear the name of the Ahmadiyya
mission,;?? so the idea had tQ be abandoned. While,
according to Muslim sources majority of the Mus 11m<;
only withdrew f?um E)(zith]prﬂm*l in the running of tho
school, Christian sources “-said that some Muslims in
1971 even mmlipulé;ted ‘the forces of thunde:r “to
destroy the school; and that few buildings had to be
re-built by the financiers of the school who by then,
were made up of few Muslims such as Alhaj Jimoh Eko,
Buremo Buruji of Ile Elemeso; a person identified as
"yellow" of Iya Oba house and memebrs of the Baptist
Mission




Musli

‘uslims engaged the services of ore ]
Mr. Lawal to claim

& cl the ownership of the school but
dcceording to Chief Morohunfola the lawyer abandoned
the case when ne realised that the Muslims had no
case.

n 1980 the

Muslims in
ol Muslim

7 S Igbaja established another
: Lommereig] Hwnru(ieu'_&-’ scheol Igbaja
reaction to the incident .

Igbaja  bein o
redominantly Muslim town, the number Ol students at
Baptist Gramrmar School has Deen seriously reduced
Since then,

(k) FATIMA CCMMUMNITY COLLEG]I
EKAN-MEJE /ARAN ORIN
C was established in 1967 [repodun
L; Government Ares of Kwara State ;'\.f;'@r"l?'f_i1:};5:
sources the mmunities of the seven vill S that
constitute Ekan Meje and Arar Orin contributed fund to
i \luslims nd non-C

1itholic

that

voluntary

ran-0rin believe t}

t the thent
ef James
and the faet that the the

1€ they
Chief J.T

I b 1<
ran-Orin Community Late Chs
'as a Catholic

a0y VAS i
Ekan-Meje contri yuted egreat] O tHe
with which the Communitv school was turn: nto

itholic institution.

Catholic sources ‘confessed that the Communities
contributed to the money spent in the establishment
of the College, they. however, asserted that the
college was basi

asically a catholic college
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The principal of the schoo] showed to this writer, on
the 13th of April 1987. the copy of original
master-plan of the school whichs though drawn in
1970, refers to the school as Fatima Secondary
Technical College, Ekan-Meje/Aran-Orinp whereas the
Fatima Communitv College had started in 1967.

The Muslims claimed that it was when Muslim
students' request-for a mosque siteswas turned down
in 1680 that the Muslims got to know for the first
time, that the college was a catholic college.

OTHER SCHOOLS

and individual Muslims have also raised
the Christian proprietorship of
schools in Kwara State. They include
school, Owun Baptist High Sahool,
1glican College of Commerce Offa.*
iah S.Olawoyin confirmed %o the present
Anglican College of Cominetge vas
community Girls' School but that the
animously agreed to donate it to Anglican
Offa. in sympathy with the Offa Anglican
the removal of Bishop Smith Memorial
ffa to Ilorin by the Anglican Church.
sources ’at Offa, however felt that the
mne  the upper echelon of the Offa
)¢ Christians and that was why a
school ‘was given out to a section
ymmunity - The Anglican 3
J.S. Olawoyin told the Governor of kwara
mecting which the Governor recently held
of Ovun Communities, that oyun Baptist
. ol liagho belongs to the Communities of
»e. Ajase-Ipo, Igosun, Erin-lIle and Offa.’*A Baptist
“informant!’said that it was the Baptist Communities in
the said towns that build the school. Muslims,
however. maintaineed that the school was a community
school .
Another dimension to the issue of proprietorship of
missior: schools was introduced by the Islamic study
Srouph he Group stated that:
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\d clearly their objective, theif activities

dividual Muslim opinions reveal that their main

was i« wres Muslim Students from
orientatio which most non-Muslim schools,

» Government schools give to their children.
Jf the major problems in Kwara schools, until
recently, was the issue of mode of morning
ions in schools. While Muslim schools have not
.1 known to be opposed to christian devotions in
Muslim schools; the christian Missions insist that
morring devotion in schools originally established by
Christian bodies shall be at all times in accordance
the Christian Faith. Christians point to the
earlier mentioned articles of Government and
provisions of the Education Edict of 1973. The
Christians relied mostly on section 31 (3) (a) of the

Edict. The Government calls attention to a fact that




the secticn ccntains a  clause "Subiect
regulations which the commissioner may
timq to time. The problem degenerated to
posing problem of indiscipline
Schools. The Muslim students in
to demonstrate against
observance of morning
Irrespective of their faith.
The Ministry of Education issued a cir
topic: "Morning Devotion During Assembl
Primiery Schools" on the 19th of
directive states that. Mrealities.. ...
percentage of Christian and Moslem St
attend the same schools" called for
would reflect "our changing times."
directed that. with immediate effect. I
have separate devotions for Muslims and ri
before a joint Assembly. On the 20th of April
the ‘Kwara State branch of the Christian Association
Of'., Nigeria (C.A.N.) issuved a countes directive to
principals of all Christian Mission schools and
emphasised that "Principals should gcontinue with the
traditions of their proprietors untii further notice,"
‘C.A.N. also senf a letter of protest to the
commissioner for education :¢r.¢ called the attention of
the commissioner to the fact that the said circular of
the Ministry "contravenes the provisions .of the
articles of Govérnment" and emphasised that Christian
Mission Schools were for both teaching and
evangelisation. C.AN. stated that any Muslim Student
who 1is not pleased to participate in Christian
observance in Christian Mission Schools should
withdraw from the schools: and that the Christians
detest the observance of Muslim devotions eithe:
separately or in joint assembly in anv Christian
Mission School. The Muslim students in manv grant
aided schools refused to join any assemblv in which
christian observance was being held. The principals
were at a fix. The miristry prepard another ecircular
to revole its earlier circular. Muslim students' Society
of Nigeria, Kwara State Area Unit sent acircular .
dated 1st of May 1985 to all its branches asking
Muslim students not to partake in "morning devotions
in any school funded wholly or parily Dy the
Government". It was then obvious to the Government
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been reached. The ministry then
and Christian leaders to a
May 1985. At the meeting,
Com sioner for Eduecation

to accept the revocation of
1986 were futile.

hools funded by

schools and that the adherents

e right to practise

1, Muslims quoted

he 1979 Constitution of Nigeria which states that:

of educafion shall
instructions or to
ceremony or
:'_".Qi‘{'l-?ﬂ'!{)n}/ or
approved by

guardian.

+

mention here that in 1920 when
achers of both Bible Knowledge
Religious Knowledge (I.R.K.) to
orart-ciced kty the Government,
) warning to all teachers of
Christian Missiorr schools, C.A.N.
hers to leave "our sclcol in your own
vernment quoted section 35(1) of the
support its stand to allow and enforce
B.K. in all schoole
ond Christian missions. The
State Gecveriment was also
State Government which had
nissioner and tlie Permanent

of Education 9.
episode when the Muslim
ior State insisted on
Constituticn cf
' hristian
view
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probl call for wurgent and objective
analysis on e part of the Government and a high

the part

)

Christian

individ

to

tha two

circulars to repeal authoritiec

to principals by the Kwara

ol I |

This development raises the
I

has the superior control over the

s of staff of the grant aided schools. The
Government could easily assert that the Gowvernment
which pays the salary of the members of staff has the
right tc cdiseipline them. Section4(b) of the 1974
education ediet vests the power to appoint, dismiss
anc ciscipline members of staff of the grant aided
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schools, in tre K ra St )

, {wara ate F

iy a OState Education Management
_h is our cancdid view that there is need for the
quernnwent to re-enact the suspended section 24(4)
of the 19273 Education edict which stipulates in clear
terms thet.

The provision of this section (which vests in the
Roard the power to discipline and control
memters of staff of grant aided schools) shall
have effect notwithstanding aryvthing contained
in any rules of management or articles of
Government of any institution in respect ol
tenchers over whom the State Scho.ls Board has
power of appoirtment and discipline.

Unless. this or similar provision 1S made in Kwara
State education laws, Government would continue to
rely on section 4(b) of the 1973 education edict while
the proprietors would continue to derive their power
to conircl members of stafi of their schoools from
various regulations and articles which Government hes
issued at one time or the other.

There is the need for a clear
Government on whether or not grant aided
pubilin schools. The missions could take advan
section 35(3) of the 1979 constitution which stipulates

that:

cut position of
schools are
tage of

or denomination shall be
religious instruction

denomiration in

No religious Comm unity
prevented from providing
for pupils of that community Or
any place of education maintained
that community.

This constitutional provision supports the stand that
as long as Government funds grant aided schools, the
schools should not be used to discriminate against any
citizen of the state.

Muglimis in  Kwara State. presently have three
private post-primary schools maintaired wholly by the
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i he Chief Supritendent of

he Kwara State Educational

onfirmed that the name as

.diaries was an error*?

fhe name of Fatima

> /Aran-Orin as Fatima

While thé error of

commercial instea community could be easily
over-looke the ommision of Aran-°Till from the name
of the school could inflame thesuspiscwn of Apan-Crin
Community. that Ekan-Meje nities had succede”




in edging Aran-Orin out of the ownership of the
college. Moreso when Ar:

an-0rin Community has
established its own colleoe imerily out of the
Suspicionn that F.C.C. had be

snatched from the

Aran~0Orin Community. Similar]y
school which in the 1978
Secondary Grammar

Ajumoni secondary

diary 5 printed as

Scheool,
socio-political implieations. This
error could lead to mistrust
and order in the

serious

ent inadvertent

brake-down of peace
felt that Ajumori

name of the

communities

(joint ownership) was the
school. The Ministry of Education
inadvertent errors or I

ensure that
deliberate of its officer

(s) does not create an avoidable confv
The participation of religious bodies in the provision
of Ecuc

tion to inhabitants of
teneficial to both the
The rancour and counter-productive
generated by the participation h
objective and patriotic ressoluf
Government's pPrepafedness to address itself squarely
to problems emanating from missionary proprietorship
of schools, irn our opinion, would determine the rate at
which the intervention would become more meaningful
to the citizens. suspiscion deceit and manipulation of
Governmend policies for sectarian and selfish
considerations; need be avoided.

The i'()llwcir‘gs are steps which. we consider
necessary . for channelisation of the efforts of,
missionary proprietors towards the educational goals
and aspirations of the state.

hwara States has been
state and the religious bodies.
elements
ve been identified for
lon. The extent of

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMEND A TIONS

(a) The Government needs to ammend the
discriminatory provision of section 6(i) of the
1973 edict to allow Muslims. as it is the case with
Christians, to appoint their representatives on the

Board of Education. This should be done even if




the Board of Educatior is presently non
functional.

(b) Guicdelines and articles or Government on private
proprietorship of schools need be reviewed in line
with the educational objecfrve of the Government
and in consistency with existing education Laws
and the constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria.

Government should watch very closely the
activities of its officers with a view to avoiding
the use of public offices to further sectional
interests. Careless and dangerious mistakes which
are inimical to peaceful co-existence among

Government shquld increase her efforts to promote
sense of partriotism and duty among its officials.

A' well articulated objective for post-primary
Education should be laid down by Government.
Pre-requisite for establishment of post-primary
institution should be eclearlv stated. The conditions
should be realisticc and necessary for actual
rurning of the school. The present practice which
allows a Commissioner for Education to, on filmsy

disallow the establishment of a school
should be discontinued. Experience has proved
the possibliity of a ‘Commissioner’s © undue refusal
to approve a school which belongs to an interst
which rivals the sectional interest of the
Commissioner.

The right to freedom of practice of religior and
" religious .instruction of the choice of

eceipt of

-
the students in any institution wholly or partly
maintained from public fund should be ensured.

'he Government should grant aid the three
private Muslim Mission schools and the three
ivate Community colleges that are, at present,




(i)

This, in our view, shoul

not grant aided

done before the Government, h

in the follwoing 1K ¢

definte . regulatic nt
post-primary schools.

T} § + abkmiild henc Y 4+ }

Ihe Government henc tl dec

periodically the
establishment of grant
voluntary agency whi
school at any place In
not need a school shoulc
Indiscriminate grant-aiding has led :
where certain schools continue to be funded Dby
Government despite the fact that there are
enough schools within the same area which
adequately contain the pupils from the area.

situation

Government should set out clear and well-thourht

guide-line which shall -ensure that private
proprietorship does not inhibit school discipline.

The Government should set up a commission to
determine the actual proprietors of schools and
where possible, ensure that it is the real owners
that are recognised as proprietors.

NMOTE AND REFERENCES

Though there was no area Kkncwn as Kware Etete
then, the data covers the area which now falls
within the present Kwara State.

Government schools include Local Government
Schools and schools established by the Federal
Government .

Schools established by Covernment but werelater
scrapped are discountenanced.

These are schools that are wholly financed by
private bodies and which receive no grant or any




Bishop of
meeting held

Onaiy
Commissioner
the 30¢h of May
was in attendance. A
: n. by C.A.N. 1g the Kwara State
Con s for Education OI "morning devotion
in schools" in May 1985 also contains this

announced by the Military Covernor

See Section 9 below.

Imosu. A Muslim farmer at Igbaja on the 21st of
March 1987. AGE: 69 and confirmed by Paul
Arinde in an interview hela with him at Igbaja of
the 8th of march 1987 at Ighaja. He is & Christian
civil servant. Aged 49 years.

According to an interview held with Alhaji Jimoh

Interview conducted with Alhaj Amuda Bale a 55
years old trader at lagas on the 93rd march 1987.
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service Commission at Ilorin on 14/4/89
aged 56 years.

26, Interview with Alhaji Salami Olajide
Awayewaserere, a Muslim trader, Farmer and a
Community leader, at Aran-Crin on 13/4/87. He is
aged 56 years, |

Interview with Mr. Ezekiel A]j ibade Ajiboye, a
Christian trader Aran-Orin on 2/10/B& His age
was about 50 years. Alhaji S.0. Awayewaserere
also confirmed the report.

Whereas., as -ekplained’ by My Idowu, the principal
of Fatima Community College in an 1nierview dt
the College premises o 13/4/87. it was taken
from our lady of Fatima; and that Fatima is a
town in Portugal. '

Bistop W. Mahony, the then Catholic Bishop of
Kwara State confirmed the financial involvement of
the communities at a meeting at the Bishops house
December 1980. The present writer was
Catholic members at' Aran-orin also
confirmed the report but said the " communities
were fully aware that ‘the school would bear the
neme of the Catholic Church and that official

1

propreitor shal be the Catholic mission.

Muslims have in many letters to successive
Governors of Kwara State repeatedly made this
allegation.

Alhaji R.A. Adegboye, a prominent Muslim Offa
degene made this assertion at an interview at
fa in January 1987. Other Muslims heve at
different times expressed this view

in
0]

This writer has a recorded tape of the
proceedings of the meeting relayed over Radie
Kwara on 5/2/8% at 7.30 a.m
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