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However, there is ]| r

 restrictl ‘ o | |
: 5. The provisions arc non-justiciabj

ar o]
I,mvisions of the citizens. ns 4 '
nere ]~’undumcntul Objectives and Directive Principles,

) deduced that public interest

2 & 4, it can be
' - 3
jan right provusnons.2

Also, the relevant provisions arc general and there
s making the government directives not binding. The
d especially where it contains provisions of b

from, Gections
-;upcrscdc individual hun

sanctio

incapacitate
M

treaties.

National Environmental Standards &  Regula

Enforcement AgENcy (Establishment) Act 2007%
The law established The National Environmental Standaf

Regulations Enforcement Agency (NESREA), a parastatal o
Federal Ministry of Environment, Housing and Urban develop
in 2007.%° 1t is saddled with the responsibility to protect, cOr
and develop the environment while ensuring an environmen
conscious society for the achievement of a sustainably devel

country.
It has a wide range of duties on environmental protection; 02
ndertakes to study data and carry

protection, noise and it also u
th other relevant agencies.

research in collaboration wi
recognise developments in other countries 1n relation to pracil
processes and activities in relation to environmental standd

regulations and enforcement.

21 :
:‘;’e'" the 17 (2)(d) states that exploitation of human or natural resources in 3V
o Herat_we\‘ef for reasons, other than the good of the community, shall be prevented; ands
Wat‘:r" :Itra;iSd Itha(tj l;le State shall protect and Improve the environment and <afequare
' and, forest and wild life of

Moham - . . .
froma n;“gg r:mﬁ:n A(;mtm{ Alﬂ Assessment Of Nigeria's Preparedness to Environmenta! Disas
nt to International Environm ' san Scientific

” goven:ber 2013 edition vol. 9, No.32 ental Treatles’, Europei ==
epealed J . ' '
Regulauonuép F10, LFN, 2004 as stated In 5. 36 National Environmentd! Standat

s Enforcement Agency (Establishment) Act 2007.

26 .
http://www.nesrea.gov.ng/ accessed 14" October, 2014
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I Benué

ists of S. 1-0, deals with the Establishment of
[ which consﬁis gtandards and Regulations Enforcement
ot ronmenta

nvil

he Agency, Establishment and COmposition
i Objectives of ¢ e
“"E[“C)'. T . = >
:;'(l,unmli includes S. 7-9 1s the functions and powers
St L1

pr!

of the agency
part [ 1.¢. S. 10 talks about the structu
3 .

L re of the agency;
1, Collnml:

| tions 11 & 12 provides for the staff
;ml\’ i'e; Steg f]Director-General and other staff 0
“’r‘“i,‘“;:tznms of Sections 13-19 ig the financig) Provisions, |
”l‘ul:;; funding of the agency, EXpenditure,
T;;omﬁ fax. accounts and audit, a

ual report and
prever. the focus of thege section

S 1sn’t the i
file

of the agency { ¢
{ the Agency: Part

10 congtiy i ot shal Apply in respect of any hazardous
829 harmfy) o 38 defined in . 37 of the Act
Eeney shaly Cooperate with other
D techpy " he remgyq) of any pollutant ang apply the
. The Ct Y Og.y and Management Practices as appropriate.
i of thy e n“sce“aneous PTOVisions in Part VII empowers

ey ubon Obtai“ing a warrant;”' to enter, search
Y bey; *S ang also, take samples for analysis where he
0ty = there AT activities or goods that contravene

: regul '
pmVlde gulation

ficer of the
Arry: ot Penalty for obstructing an Oﬁlce-:)\:sions
T4, 190708 out g Quties. 8. 32 (3) subject to ey
K With %9 anStitutiO ides that any officer of the .ration.
: the N provides | of the Federa
“onsent of the Attorney Genera

y S p \V 5 RIS
¢ 0 OWL N dl d \
US

' 1d arbitrd
? Procedure o avoid inl‘rlngeciinenl '
e.

of the Criminal procedure Co
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t criminal proceedings in respect of the repulaio,
¢ 5

conduc
offences under this Act. Ky
S. 34 empowers the Minister to make Dircctives oo
Regulations and this has led to the spring up of quite a rupl
e of which are the National Environmenty

Regulations sOm .
(Sanitation and Wastes Control) Regulations, 2009; Natig
Environmental (Mining and Processing of Coal, Ores and Industrig
Minerals) Regulations, 2009; National Environmental (Ozone Lay
Protection) Regulations, 2009; National Environmental (Noi
Standards and Control) Regulations, 2009; National Environmenta
(Chemical, Pharmaceutical, S0ap and Detergent Manufacturing

| Environmental (Standards

Industries) Regulations, 2009; Nationa
for Telecommunications and Broadcasting Facilities) Regulations,
2011; National Environmental (Soil Erosion and Flood Control)

Regulations, 201 1;%
ange provisions 18

f this Act with its wide 1
1ally,

The achievement 0O
quite laudable and an improvement of the previous Laws €Spec
ion Act (FEPA)ZQ in its inadequate

the Federal Environmental Protect:
provisions and weak enforcements. The NSREA Act serves as a
review or update of the previous Laws on environmental regulation
and'enforcement. It collaborates with international bodies, local
?OdICS/agencieS, NGOs in carrying out its duties and also, exchanges
information for the purpose of acquiring best practices. It created
zonal and §tate offices to aid discharge of its duties.
i qui’at]"i"f‘igzt;ﬂdlng its gchievements, it has some maj
oy ot the :le :"d tf'affflllig of its officers in other tO be
effectively and leg’;(:?mbl]mis beStOW.Ed on it by the .{\C
lawyers or if it is Omi’o;zsgt stated i.e. whether the (.)ffICCl'S“ t
from the Attomcy geﬂeralc . _A]SO, the process of Scek'l!‘lg consen
might slow down prosecution P

30
or lacunac.

able to
t both
are

rocess

Ladan Muhammed

TOWﬂq, 'RMQW

of NESREA Act 2007 and Regulations 2009-2011: A New
g/1 Law:

Dawn in Environm
. Eviron ental Complla
ironment ang Developn‘:en?cja?d Enforcement In Nigerla’ (October 3, 2013),
rmal (2012), p. 116, avallable at it/ /w103

P CAPF10 .. 129
LFN 2004 ' (accessed 14th October, 2014)

30
Alero Akeredol
U, 'NESREA vis-a
-a-vis FEPA;
EPA: An OId Wine In a New Bottle’, In Prof. olarenwajy

Fagbohun et a
| (ed
NM“ lnw ' ”’Ats }oum
tute of a/ of Envi)
Advanced Legal Studies pmg{)’;eg:a{ Law, Vol. 1 2011, Published bY the

Scanned with CamScanner



CEK consent ;
A ¢ or not they have to seek cop nt i
- pether ©

4

members of t
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80 througp this Process,
n .wlth Other agencies apq
ndwldually \ collectively.

the amount of Agencies thy;
idering

5 it is working in collaboratjg,
L 1t 18
A[90y

I

Century; '
commended an assessment of Proposed activitieg
f

_ that are likely to
wee significant adverse impagt o the NVironment 32
S. 2 provides that the public

principles that wil]
o project assessmentg
8.7 the Agency shall give

. he publ;
nterested groups tq
Sessment of the actj
vty 1o Which ap ¢

. Provide

Opportunity to governm
C, and experts in any relevant g
make comment on environm
Vity before the Agency gives a g
NVironmental assessment has been pr_oduced.
- that the Agency shall provide environment)
eCordg Of public assessment. The penalty provision baseq on
m“"i“ﬁon 1Sin § 62, in which a failure to comply gives an option
Ofﬁne . oo o h indi‘ﬂ'd“hls and firms.
or '"Mprisonment for both Assessment Act, 2004 i
LS NVironmenta] Impact
reVlEWe

€t agencies,
iscipline anq
ental impacy
€cision on ap

being
ent, through the eight-
- 1 Governm :
inisteﬁa b)(l: the tfeediza enhance developmental Projects by the
Ommuttee .
Publje

. of the economy to avoid Sanctiong and
0d private sectors of t

[lenges- The recommendationg Would be
U With the current cha

N_/

t (UNCED) dubbeg. "E n
ent At - " evelopmen 3th Summi on
3 Environmenm Impactme!on suﬁl'::N;.mHO. zil, 0 14 June 199 Agenda 31
Uniteq Nations Conference oA dccessay 10th
Environment & o
h
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' : Mhact of
assessment by a national worksh

f all stakeholders are taken i or,
Sldcra ’ (‘n’ﬂlr

. subjected to
li()n'll

that concerns 0

mful Waste (Special Criminal Provisions, f
This Law was made as an immediate r S, Etc,) Acty

€Sponse to th 004!&

C dypy,.

.

of harmful/toxic waste in the Delta area i
? n 1988 known 4 e S

incident".3 B

The offences arc contained in S.1 which s
' ; ibits g1,

SteeEioha include carrying, dcpositi; Alivi

£, Sal‘:;,

ful wa
- contagious zone or exclusive economi
1C 20ne ¢

waterways.
5 define parties to the crime to incly
uce

the mode of execution. It prescrce
onvicted of counselling or procuriz

Har

relating to harm
water O

ons C

f the crime under the Act.
enalties and SO anyone guilty of Ss. 15

tenced to imprisonment for life. S. 7 provids
\4 corporaté shall be liable to be

ed against and pum'shed accordingly- Where the damage hes
already been done, then they shall be Jiable for the damage whether

death or injury, S-12 of the Act.

S. 9 remove immunity ¢l
ges Act for proper

| liabilities osdinarily. N
fficer to search without W2 nt an
s and seize substances an |

he Act. et
h Court exclusive jurt

the commission O
S. 6 deals with p

conviction, shall be sen

for crime commi
proceed

Immunities - and Privile
offender is protected civi
S. 10 allow a Police 0

| Also, take samples, perform test
would Jeave to an offence under t

. Thl:ls, S. 13 grants the Federal Hig
try crimes specified under this Act. inly of
A major restraint of this Act js that it focuse® " jon
o1 h on ns tl

crimi ’
nal prosecution, but does not elaborat
ot
0 g
Impact Assessme"t "d";m o A2
, Laurenti? Mall? ed 15
ronment, e

3
Press release; 'Ni
jects Execution by the Minister of Envi

on the 8" Se
ptembe
Py ocfpobe" 2014 v, 2014 :
H1 LFN 2004 ddeﬂl”
in
Koko
after the ° 45
ecades article 2,4

A
Ogbodo S.G,, *
.G., ‘Environ :
Annual Surve, mental Protecti
urvey of In on In Nigerla.
ternational & Comparati gerla. Two d
ve Law, vol. 15, 2009 rssue 1
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of the damage.” Also, the penalty as re

, yietim
¥ s not expressly stated.

gards a body

ate 1
ol ae

3
petroleum Act, 2004

This is the primary Legislation on o1l and

wis ownership - of  petroleum  resources
38
Government.

5.2 & 3 takes care of licenses as re
leases and refineries. S.4 regulates the am
tobe distributed and S. 6 deals with price

The offences section is in S.
with the penalty of fine. S.
Imprisonment or both, in relation

3. 8 states the powers of
Minister; tq Suspend operations
O a contravention of the Act
Minister to make regulations.

~ Sections 10 & 11 provides for discharge of payments and
dispute settlement through arbitration. R —
A major attribute of the Act is its S. ll_whlc o;'lcases,
*ettlements by arbitration; this tends to help speedl-ng liﬁ' victims and
However, it does not provide for compct::a(t)l;)r;m"un_on A
as itiveness of the natu . just the
a4 result of the sensiti hereby affecting not just 1
Spillage especially to the land t :tion of the people i.e. farming
Vegetation and species but the occup

: some International
and fishing, & a commitment to  son
by as
Nigeria also

» N ¥ the
like the International C on\m1$m h;l"){l:l
s like ! o in 1962
Env; ntal Instruments by Oil 1954 as amend 62.
nvironme 1lution of the Sea Irans boundary Movements of
" 0  Trans ar v -

Prevention Of? y the Control ot 1T 5 International Convention
Basel Convention ' their Disposal 198 )'\ e yperation 1990, The

Hazardous Wastes & redness, Response & Co-0}

az. geipioh repi
i1 Pollution P
on Oil Po

‘AN
of Wwaste in Nigera, 0
/ .'.o.;run\dwo'k for the R'iq“lm'( oo, vol. 4 (2) Aoril, 201
/MUl OESTERANIey
' Cocls CUE crmatuons
. orch Revies:
3
‘gyl' 40, LFY 2104
0‘: pet’

gas in Nigeria. It
in  the Federa]

gards exploration, mining
ount of petroleum products
control.

5 in relation to petroleum products
13 give the option of fine and
to other offences in the Act.

its public officers especially the
where there is an imminent danger
.'S: 9 give further powers to the

w

» I
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: tion of the Ozone |,
: tion for the Protec e L Y (ady
Vienna Conve?nto force, 1988). The Biodiversity Conyepg,, 1"9‘;d,
1985 & cl?hnjm Coﬁvention 2001, Rio + 20 Declaratioy 2013 and;
The Stoc
39 _ )

few others. 50 State Laws and Local Gc?vemment Edicts, f,,

Ly arf,:Environmental Sanitation Law in most State of the
example; the ironmental Sanitation Law of Lagos State® 1.
Federation- Envi ironmental Protection Agency Law 1992, T,
Kwara State Envll:r rest Law 1955, River State Environment)

ion ko : 41 SN
- Re%nforcement (Urban Arejl?) Lav:{md I::I_SCI}TIZ&
Samta?:lon of Refuse (Prohibition) Law, - The?rhl WildlmaAnima;:
Kﬁa?r}:;n%ént ‘Edict (Kano Stat€)9712978;l S0 one These Laws are
1 an .
ion (Law, Lagos State) o jon but most of

Prcfie::a::tcl:::llbgt environmental degradation " tllle ;jiggl::Delta where
:llfeem have proved inadequate, for example: In t436 and attacking oil
there are incidences of militants Saboti-lg]nng ing
facilities. and also cases of extortion and ki ;ppcfforts put by th

Hov:rever, the array of Laws show -t ° nd Guidelines in
government to provide Principles, Sanctwﬂts .
sustaining the environment amidst development.

Challenges ,
There are major challenges faced desp-l g
existence of environmental bodies/agencies

tackled. Some of these challenges also hinde.r_ the
effectiveness of these laws. =

d
fe the array of [a%S &7
ch needs ©
]:)erfOI'mam;e ¢

jsasters
* Mohammed A, Al-Amin, ‘An Assessment Of Nigeria’s Preparedness m Env’I, scientic
from its commitment to International Environmental Treaties’, £U
November 2013 edition, vol.9, No.32.
CAP ES Vol. 2 Laws of Lagos State 2003.

:: CAP E6 Laws of Cross River State 2004,
CAP E13 Laws of Cross Riy

0

; the
a3 ;

a0

; tion v

er State 2004, o for Ol PO

Chika Amanze-Nwachuky and Ejlofor, ‘Allke, Who Takes the Blam | .

Niger Delta” ThiSday Live 5t Feerary 2013 . mber' 20 un|tfd

-blame:for-g).- : essed 10" NOVET ", the
“ -in-the-niger- - acc the world 4
9€r Delta was declareq the most threatened area In ity

| ina

Richard Tagbo, Sust b

& ; enta| . )

Prospects a ‘Blotechnological - Tools for EnVlfO’:';v W' giotee" pages
" vironments in. Nigeria—A Standard 26
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planni“g and Strategies: improper planning and fund
[ Iﬂpropefent deters the effective disposal of wastes, exe
mﬂna_gemnd programmes, research and trainings on th
plie® -a;able disposal method and technology Improv
st avalontinuity alongside change in government or
?ff{;ztricare no set standard or procedure and fixed SO

cution of
€ proper and
ement. It also
administration
urce of income.

pouble Standard: Foreign corporations have ng
qodern technology since they use these technolo
countries and other developed countries, or this
double standard and especially as there are exi
requesting the use of best practices.* These be

be same as used in developed nations. The use of the word ‘best

practices’, without further elucidation makes the law nebulous and
capable of different interpretation and objectivity.

I€ason not to yse
gies in their home
would amount tg 3
sting national laws
st practices’ should

Lack of Proper Information and Awareness: Most people lack the
necessary knowledge and understanding‘ of the natural w?rld
especially as a result of unawareness. Some are used Fo the anc:)ent
nral practices most of which cannot be adopted in the urban
community, _
Some of these crude practices are seen in our local
thvironment, whereby people dump refuse 1.nto: dramageh s_ystems
‘ 4 he rain with the belief that it would wash it a“.fay
“Specally dugng t 3 i s a form of hunting
it far off.* Also, bush burning a 2
Or carry 1 l' farmlands to prepare for another farmmg
technique or to ¢ e::‘t: chemicals for fishing which are not just
season’. The uS(? tended fishes but also alters the components of
hazardous to the 1N aking it unfit for drinking and even hard for
the water thereby ™

e —

i ed with
hell practices in Nigeria compar
spouble Standard S pract Sl
stelnery : | pipeline oil spills and the Deepw rizo
" o) Rlcha"f’ il B 200 cl?trt‘trs? ppil'e fensie.nl/publicaties/ra
tional StaNCe o, USA 2010 :
int:;namd.,&%ﬁ'e Aigth November, 2014.
spill’, " essed

i f Environmental Governance
\ mental Pollution and Challenges o
standatd B¢ giaye, En;n;?rltrts and Social Sciences, 1SSN: 2046-9578, vol.10 No.1 (2012)
* Oludayo B o Jauma BJASS.aspx, accessed 7th November, 2014.

- , T ' | and

7 ,pjour™ d C. P. Teru, 'Evaluation of Environmental
G. Bonl, P. Abraham an ’
26 hite ar :t' fB:]:;h Burning In Southern Guinea Savanna of Adamawa State, Nigeria’,
o p:af;xperlmenta/ Agriculture 2(3): 359-369, 2012,
vt mad
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other domestic purposes:

psumption, as S
48

The fishes caught are not ),

ome of these chemicals are hgood for

human ¢0 amy |

humans also.
Deficiency: The exclusive jurisdictio,

cases is with the Federal High Courts and a 4 resolf
de number of cases, this makes the jUSﬁl:
and redress SY ste ensive and n(?t encouragjng to citizeng
Classically, the main penalty for environmental offences s fip,

' t or both. The foremost concert 1s the meagreness of

‘ ed (statutes) and a lack of review of these fines

hould be charged higher or given additional

punishment. Also, fines for specific offences should be designed ina

flexible way in that it would be charged daily till the act is remedied

and the offender desists from such acts. |
Fines to be imposed must be such that will deter subsequent

offenders and not one that can easily be shed by an hourly profit
made by the individual or company: The lack of strict{ules and
policies to regulate individuals, cially ~companes, has
encouraged the nonchalant attitude ompan®
whose main aim is to make maximum profit.

Non adherence or non compliance 10 court orders Whethe;
incident or ancillary orders. Also, the general attitude of enforc-emfng
agencies and lack of follow up actions by th ction™™
agenpif:s accommodates compromise and there
provisions of most of the laws unproductive. -

Enforcement

environmental .
of 1ts jurisdiction inawl
m slow, €Xp

Repeat offenders S

espe
of Multinational C

the clas® o

Co :
peorpr]l;pvt:}(:n/Propaganda: This can be weighed from it
¢ attempts at . _ m are
waste disposal system < il (e

and those i
n the Government Reserved Areas (G

J.C. .
’ G.' .
@

ris ; ;
Journal of on and M.L. Balarabe, ‘Effect of pollution ol
o Env/ron/"@nra/ and E, : i erids

3

and Sed| ;
Offiong Joh ments of River Galma, Zar
n Offig \ rth Sclen, I}
Nigeria- ng, 'The p ces 3(4): 314-
2, JORIND llem ): 314-320, 2011. polices !

ma of
78th Octobey, 201(3)1 June, 2011, ISSNITplemenU”g Effective Environmenta
' 296-8303, WM

49
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jvileged 0 the society are left to bury themselves in whatever

]65535 ney produce or get dumped on their local areq.
a5 s also affects some of the laws, for example: the
m/_i[,onmental Impact Assessment Act of 1992, in which an

ssessmem of the proposed project should be carried out before
ﬂpro\’ﬂlﬂ is not usually so meaning there is inadequate disclosure

i offen comes as a post mortem and the guidelines as provided by
e Act aren’t followed to the letter.

The mere sight by a passerby through Lafarge Plants”, e.g. in
fwekoro and Shagamu®® and Obajana Cement Factory, in Kogi
sate” is pitiful and an exposure of the inadequacies of the EIA Act,
he Factories Act and other relevant laws. The Executive Summary
of the Environmental Impact Assessment of Obajana Cement Plant
stated the need to compensate but there was no mention as to the
amount or determinant factor in weighing the compensation to be
given. This shows that the EIA Act is myopic and reveals the need
for intermittent review. It also raises the notion of corruption and

boycott or lack of skill by the assessing officers.

Lack of Modern Technology: Most developing countries are still

experiencing a lack in technological advancement in major areas. In
e.g. United  States, Germany, Japan,

advanced tries,
cotEs t rid of the different types of

biotechnology is now applied to g€ :
vaste, The g:,se of micro organisms f decompose biodegradables/

| s which ref 1d W hich can decompose within

: i 1 odour, produce
. : ozing offensive/fou ) \
dlort period of e o 0which could pollute water and food

’ . : isms .
Pathogenic mlcriorgir?sthese wastes are usually of plant orngin,
products. Examples

\_____-———"//;;‘ngerla's Environment: The Unresolved
) na

h,‘Manad rechnology, 2011, 4: 250-263.
uenaEar Cypl’laﬂVEg: ;'nra/ sclence dggcwuml Ogunkunle, A. Ayodele Oyedeji,
o i T({Jife , P 0 Fﬂt?:ras'o” Heavy Metal Contamination gf Sagamu, South-
C. Oluseyg Ogu: RiskK Asscssmcd 4o’ [n(em.mon.)/Jour/m/of Applied Science and
‘Potential Healt ment produ 3: 89,
west Nigeria due to No. 2i Februali‘lfe: war;t share of Lafarge’s profit!, July 20, 2014 accessed

Technology 1 YO % gt COMM: T op valld. 10° October, 2014
" samuel Awoyln A k ,eferencﬂ Jmmary Environmental Impact Assessment’ (Final Report)

e5
via Error! Pe\'Pr ofect Exec‘;;l: na, Kogl State Submitted by Obajana Cement Pic in 2004,
*  EIA of OCP/ CP:t complex &°
e

Obajana Cem™™
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gradable waste, € SCTap metals, remnan

Lals, cellophan€ & plastic bags and glas
materl f’waste cannot be decomposed nor do. they
but they are more difficult to dispose and

faeces-
Also, t
from puilding
roducts- These types ©
.ve odour

esthetics of the city.

he non biode

. omental Agencies: Conflicts in
. petween Environ ,
Conﬂmsnce’ ¢ duties for example; between the .N‘atlonal_
};jerf?r:rqlfnental Standai'ds & Re:glllatiorls Agency and.the Mlmsugj oh
r . . B
Pcrelt‘:oleum as regards oil spillage. There 15 tl;f queslileorz étsh:e; Whaie
-' ther W
d be subordinate to the o _ :
agency shoul provisions; bearing in mind that each 1s an

overlapping powers Of !
individual agency with its own funding and officers.

Recommendations .
Multinational Corporations have been a main' conmbutorthtiz
environmental degradation and human rights violation a.nd S0
has made it a forefront issue of international env1r0-ﬂmen
discourse and advocacy.54 Scholars, stakeholders, civil society af
related organisations have made efforts or attempts 10 Pr‘?ffer
solutions to some of these problems eating deep into the s.ocmt)'.
This article would also make suggestions as to-possible solutions ©
~some of these challenges especially those stated above. ‘ "
The best method of environmental management is VIS bac
as much as is taken from the environment thereby retaining the
hf:alth of the biotic components of th t The issue of wasté
disposal can be taken care of b 16 ecosys em. = . imization
of waste at production .0 y malflly prevention 1.€. min fing
of reusable products andp:) int, safe disposal to land reﬁ!lS, Ye?sy
, reatment of non recyclable residucs:
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rhere should be a review of the laws from ¢; :

. its effectiveness to help d i (?m {ime {o time by fi
sessing P determine it lapses and o
reinforced' For exam.pl_e, the EIA Act needs an intermj areas to be
- from the activities of factories CE oo ittent review ag
discussed sbove, shows it “the lgqr- hals X ;nent_ factories ag
offering long term assessment and solutions e::, mad.equate in
ravoc. A reform of laws especially as regards fines ans avironmental
qould be embarked upon; by way of higher fihasllx’cmcm
ceasonable c'harges to serve as a deterrent to offendpumshmcm and
should also introduce tax and levies to industries as . Govem.",] =0l
o ovifonmEntl TR Edent . a source of fund

This jurisdiction from the Federal High Courts can be
0 t.he State High Courts or the National Industrial Ce: P::nded
environmental cases. There is also an option to create specia:l ccs)u:tn
2s a result of congestion of the existing courts especially to tackl:
small environmental issues especially those between individuals. For
'example: Kwara State has a special Environmental Sanitation Courts
in the Senatorial districts presided over by a Magistrate to aid speedy

dispensation of cases and access to justice.”’

The duties of various agencies should be spelt out and such that
overlapping areas of duties are identified and provisions made as to
them working alongside to achieve their common aim of protecting

the environment. Anti corruption provisions should be made and

implemented alongside the env_ironmental laws.
ore is the need to enlighten the public on the

t. Educational programmes, campaigns,
tion should be explored through mass
s to reach the

effects™ of

el ., the environmen
“forms of sensitiza .
ammes, radio, and other local mean

and other
oIl and sundry of the dangers of environmental

me;ﬁa (v Progr
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n Nigeria', African
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nformed of the varlous ways and methods of proper

d the havoc It can cause on the health and well being
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120 | The Efficacy of Nigerian La%3 inControlling the impact of

pollution especially to health.” Organisations should have 5 gegy

<ensitise and orientate their staff, specifically on the eHVironmentto
" ards and how they can help reduce it. Modalities like mode Zt[
n, skills, commitments, need for training should be accesseqd

operatio ' . .
ewed from time to tme to suit the current time and emerging

and revi
trends.

Conclusion
The environment 1S

energy, plants and animal

work, reproduce etc.
ent, is however a 1€

the physical surrounding of man (air, water,
s) on which he depends and thrive i.e. live,
The degree of sustainability of the
environm flection of the survival and well being

of the-entire components in it. It can however be seen that Nigeria
has a comprehensive legal framework which has emerged and
developed from time to time either as an emergency response. to
heinous environmental activities or as a result of the need to cover
any developing aspect.

An appraisal of some of t
in place stricter enforcement ru
already in the laws and also the need to s
or more agencies have conflicting powers on
management of the environment.

he Laws above shows the need to put
les, expand some existing provisions
trike a balance where two
an area for effective
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