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PRESIDENT,
FEDERAL REPUBLIC QF NIGERIA

FOREWORD

READINGS IN POLICING, PEACE, AND SECURITY

ayode Adeoly Egbetokun, Php, np
Inspector General of Police, Federal Republic of Nfgerir' fspsp,

It is with great

I : pleasure and admiration that |
Readings in p

olicing, Peace, and Security,”
eflections in honour of Kayode
€nous Inspector General of Police,
ished scholar in Peace and security,

the 22nd indig
and a distingu

’

lasting impact on Nigerian law enforcement practice.

Kayode Adeolu Egbetokun’s eminent career began as a Cadet ASP in 1990,
culminating in his appointment as Inspector General of Police on 19™ June 2023. In
between, Kayode Adeolu Egbetokun worked with me as my Chief Security Officer
(CSO) when | was the Governor of Lagos State between 1999 and 2007. He

demonstrated a high level of character, competence, capacity, unwavering loyalty,
and impressive commitment to service.

This compilation serves as a testament to his enduring legacy, capturing ﬂ:lE‘
essence of his leadership, his immense impact on policing, peace and security in
Nigeria, and his passion for academia. Over his ongoing career, he has been ahl_e
to complete four postgraduate programmes successfully. This c!emonstra_uted his
immense capacity to combine diligence at work with challenging and rigorous
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academic pursuits. This is a rare combination that needs to be commended. T.his
volume explores the multifaceted challenges and triumphs encountered in pursuing
public safety and societal harmony through diverse essays, case studies, and research

papers authored by eminent scholars.

As we navigate an increasingly complex and interconnected world, the
professionalism, compassion, and collaboration principles espoused by Kayode
Adeolu Egbetokun remain as relevant and indispensable as ever. The contributions
herein offer valuable insights and perspectives that honour his remarkable career
and illuminate pathways forward for advancing policing, peace and security in our

nation.

| am pleased to take a moment to express my respect _
and Practice (SPSP) and its partner universities —the University of Ibadan, Al-Hikmah

University, llorin, University of llorin, University of Lagos, Lagos State University, and
Bauchi State University. They carefully identified excellence and celebrated the same.

To the honouree, we extend our deepest gratitude for his tireless service, visionary
leadership, and unwavering commitment to the principles of policing, justice, and
peace. This volume stands as a fitting tribute to his exemplary legacy and will inspire
future law enforcement professionals to continue his noble work. | recommend this
book to all who seek unique insight into policing policy, peace, and security, including
the various programmes, tactics, and strategies that have contributed to the nation’s

policing architecture.

The contents of this book hold within them a treasure trove of insight, wisdom and
the promise of a safer Nigeria. As we dig deeper into this volume, we will better
understand the link that Egbetokun has forged between theory and practice, and we
will honour his contributions to the fields of policing, peace and security. Through
this festschrift, we recognise the torch Kayode Egbetokun passes to the future
guardians of our safety, and we will use this valuable resource for guidance in our
quest to create a safer and more secure future for all Nigerians.

for the Society for Peace Studies

I

.
——

Bola Ahmed Tinubu
16th May 2024
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Preface

Policing, Security, Peace and Developmep¢

his book, facilitated by the Society for Peace Studies and Pr
collection of essays in honour of Dr Kayode Adeolu Egbet
the society and the current Inspector General of Police (](‘pg e
other issues raised in this treatise in proper - s
by providing some basic infnrmalign zltjbm}l)tegsp};e]fu%i’ e n.ecef‘ssary tosta
take off until 2002, the Society was formed in 2000 aion ’i‘:jgh it did not eff
and PhD) course of the University of Ibadan in Peacf " sthe POstgraduate (MA
the support of the British Council, The original intenti and Conflict Studieg With
a body through which those graduating from the cor it -make i serve o
bond to engage in peace practice. The University of H;TZ‘-‘ and their teachers could
link the town and gown for making its postgraduate adan also sought to yse to
relevant. Sooner than later, its membership was e e Eioursesl truly deve}"PmEﬂt-
outside Ibadan. Today, SPSP is it bram:l Wi.':}l::an ed to u:aclu:'ie stakeholders
the world and a towering impact on peace studies Eiimberi.m different parts o
West Africa. Beyond helping to expand the programme mP;;‘f:dl;E 1;1 Pc;tI]:er parts of
the l:Iniversity of llorin and Al-Hikmah University in llor;n to ’start tiju'ppmm
str:xdlt'is centres. It supports the growth and development of peace smd}?sr e
Nigeria by producing high-impact publications. It has two national head u;:tr GSEE
the University of Ibadan houses the technical headquarters, and the Natior?al Omt
University Abuja houses the administrative headquarters. P
Most contributors to the present publication are members of the Society who
feel compelled to celebrate one of their own to motivate others to greater heights.
Though the Society has many police officers as members, Egbetokun is the first
to become an IGP. He graduated from one of the peace studies programmes
established by the Society: the Centre for Peace and Security Studies at the Al-
Hikmah University in Ilorin. His appointment is therefore considered a watermark
in the annals of the Society. Egbetokun is also celebrated for his partnership with
SPSP, silently promoting “community engagement” in Nigeria since his days as
Commissioner of Police in Kwara State. “Community engagement” means the
attempt to make Nigerians better understand the institutions that protect them aqd
be ready to work collaboratively with them. The framewc:rk for the partne-rshl'P
that Egbetokun forges with SPSP is informed by the Police Act ?020, whﬁtch_l:
aimed at birthing a more transparent, accountable, and people-oriented Nigeri:

Police Force shortly.

actice (SI’SP
Oetokun, 3 g,
} In Nigﬂria_ TD

,L iS 2
Hﬂ'-"." 0f
Putaj)

rthey,
ectivel,
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| |
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[his volume conl:}ins twenty-eight (28) articles from reputed academics and
sractitioners. It is designed to be a credible reference resource on policing, peace
and security in Nigeria. The publication’s focus, as the titlesuggests, ison "pt;licin ,':
and not the N.igCri:} %’ol ice. How do we differentiate between the tw:)? Policing is tﬁe
act of protecting citizens generally. It is an activity that involves several agencies:
military and para-military agencies. The police, a specific policing institution, is
the lead agency for protecting the country’s internal security in Nigeria ancf is
the institution that Egbetokun heads. However, the present publication seeks to
not only study the police but a broad spectrum of the security challenges in the
country as well, and the efforts made to contend with them.

Nigerians are asking for state policing. That is the right way to go in a federal
state, given the widespread violent extremism across the country and the NPF's
inability to solve the problems. However, the state police system may not work if
managed like the Nigeria Police Force. Hence, state governors would do themselves
a lot of good by studying the Nigeria Police with a more open heart before taking
off with their ideas of state policing.

The position of the SPSP, which Dr Egbetokun supported and is taking to greater
heights, calls attention to another critical lesson in policing. Police institutions
would only function well if closely linked with the society they police. That is the
logic! For Nigeria, the Police Force is too distant from the people. How can the
like of the SPSP be supported to link the state and society on policing generally?
The core belief of the SPSP is that peace will continue to elude Nigeria until the
experiences, moods and feelings of the grassroots population in Nigeria are fed
into the country’s peace and security architecture. Conflicts occur in contexts that
those managing the issues must understand and factor in their interventions. To
this end, the main goal of SPSP is to build peace in Nigeria by linking the state
and society more closely on peacebuilding issues. It holds workshops, seminars
and annual conferences suggested by the security challenges in the land. It has
a good relationship with the Nigerian military, and this is why the relationship
between police and society is significant at this moment. SPSP is more interested in
Nigeria’s internal security than its external security. It matters a lot for the Society
to work more closely with the police.

When the Ibadan Peace and Conflict Studies started in 2000, it was realised
that most of the books out there were produced by foreigners who sometimes
misinterpreted the conflict situations in Nigeria and made recommendations that
needed to be in tune with building sustainable peace in the African continent.
Hence, the academic programme and the SPSP gave birth to the decision to start
promoting publications that enable Africans to tell their own stories and develop
management strategies that are in tandem with the African Union’s mantra of

X
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; . .an problems.” Our ultimate goal is to brj

” j}fric'an suluf.l:';?s Eig’f_f:z?;fnt discourses and comnﬁunit}; ‘-’"Sa;fmim“e to

N]gcm g ¥ t of this process before he became the IG, which "
Egbetokun was part : ) : Was gn,
reason why his appointment ex?ﬂcfl many members of the society, It wag thoy b
necessary to do this publication in his hono_ur. However, several other Publicati,
were done or promoted by SPSP before this very one. They include: (1) K”Oll.-,'e{fns
Economy and Nigerias National Security: Essays in honour of Basorun Seinde Arﬂgho,f E
(2) Urbanism and Crisis Management in Africa: A Festschrift for Akin Mabog:mje- (j'
Readings in Peace and Confiict: Essays in honour of Professor Isaac Olawale; am;' (4)
Leadership and Nigerias Sustainable Development Programmes: Essays in honoyy nj"
Elias Suleiman Bogoro.

Added are several published proceedings of the Society’s annual conferences
The Society also publishes Peace Studies and Practice: Journal of the Society for Peac;,;
Studies and Practice. These publications, which are widely distributed across West
Africa, have one objective; that is, to serve as a reading text for those teaching
issues relating to peace and security in Nigeria. The present one in honour of Dr
Egbetokun is an invaluable addition to the long list. It is the first to be published
since SPSP celebrated its 20th anniversary of holding a national conference in 2023,

Therefore, those behind the project must be special ly commended for
honouring Egbetokun and giving us another piece of literature to make Nigeria a
better place. A lot of work went into the production of the book, most especially
during the rigorous review process of the papers. Only 53 of the submitted articles
were accepted. For this, the editors, the reviewers, and the authors are warmly
appreciated for their efforts. The President of the Society, Nathaniel Awuapila,
who worked closely with Prof. Noah Yusuf and Dr Abiola Adimula must be
primarily appreciated for the sleepless nights they had on the book project. Last
is the Board Chair of SPSP, Prof. Elias Suleiman Bogoro. He made it all possible
through his multisectoral push of everybody to get to this point.

I have carefully gone through the book. It constitutes a significant contribution
to the study of policing, security, peace and development in Nigeria. I recommend
it to us all. I congratulate Dr Kayode Adeolu Egbetokun, fspsp for this great honour

done him!

Prof. Isaac Olawale Albert, fspsp, FICMC, and FNAL

Board Member, SPSP
Full Member, Chatham House London (113597)

University of Ibadan
May 2024
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Acknowledgements

t is my utmost pleasure and honour, on behalf of the Society for Peace Studies
Ia nd Practice (SPSP), to render a formal acknowledgement of deserving
personalities, entities and institutions whose wisdom, intellectual contributions,
endorsements and support informed this trailblazing publication in honour of
Nigeria’s uncommon Inspector-General of Police (IGP). Entitled Readings In
Policing, Security, Peace And Development: A Festschrift in honour of Kayode Adeolu
Egbetokun PhD NPM, fspsp, the contents as conceived remarkably weave around
the four focal areas of policing, security, peace and the ultimate objective of human
and national development.

A brief mention of the pivotal moment and date that defined the policy of the
Society for Peace Studies and Practice (SPSP) on its relationship with the police is
noteworthy at this stage. That pivotal moment was the occasion of my meeting
with the Chairman, SPSP Board of Trustees (BoT), on Friday, 2nd December 2022.
It was barely twenty-four hours after I was elected as the fourth President of the
Society and my predecessor, Dr Nathaniel Danjibo, fspsp, had led me to see our
BoT Chairman, Prof. Suleiman Elias Bogoro, fspsp. In his welcome remark, the BoT
Chairman recounted, among other things, the successful institutional relationships
that SPSP has established and nurtured with some security agencies in Nigeria -
the Army, Air Force, Navy, Nigerian Security and Civil Defence Corps (NSCDC),
and the National Institute for Policy and Strategic Studies (NIPSS), which trains
security personnel including personnel of the Department of State Security (DS5).
SPSP also has on her list of Fellows, some serving and retired military Generals as
well as the pioneer Commandant-General and other top members of the NSCDC.

The BoT Chairman then mentioned quite intentionally, that SPSP, however, had yet
to cultivate a meaningful relationship with the police which has the responsibility
of managing Nigeria’s internal security. He then directly addressed me saying,
“President, if during your tenure we can establish a relationship with the police, you
will have addressed an important priority”. That moment definitively impacted
the strategic direction and priorities of my administration as all my colleagues on
the National Working Committee (NWC) also unanimously acknowledged and
agreed that we should adopt and implement the recommendations of the Board.

My SPSP leadership formally took over after an induction session organised
by the BoT on 11th January 2023. Thereafter, we spent a part of that year forging
an institutional partnership with the Nigerian Defence Academy (NDA), which |
our predecessors had initiated; this, we consummated on 22nd August 2023, by |
signing and sealing a memorandum of understanding (MOU).
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At the same time, we set in motion a process to negotiate an institutj,

r ; i . n_b .
collaboration with the police; we found that a few outstandingly remark?{
- , . : z I
police officers were already on the membership of SPSP. The Nationga] Wm].c.b'f.-
i

Committee (SPSP) unanimously approved the nomination of Dr Kﬂ}’Ode Ad ’:g
Egbetokun for the Fellowship award. At the time of his nomination, Dr Egbemiﬁ'u
was a Deputy Inspector General of Police, but before the notice of his NOMmin un
for the Fellowship award reached him, the news of his appointment as
Inspector General of Police by His Excellency, President Bola Ahmeg Tinub
GCFR, was made public. The Police Service Commission (PSC) later confirm :;
him as the 22nd substantive Inspector General of Police, on 31st October 20-;
while he was inducted as a Distinguished Fellow of SPSP the following month Gn‘
21st November 2023. d
Sometime before IGP Egbetokun’s induction as a Fellow, a proposal for a bogy
in his honour was on my desk for consideration. The NWC approved the proposal
after I presented it for consideration. On 16th December 2023, a scheduled Meeting
with IGP Egbetokun took place at his residence, where he approved the book
project in his honour, and we swung into action. Today, the book project, having
been fully executed, is ready to be savoured by the créme de la créme of the field
of peace and security — security experts, peace scholars, policymakers, donors,
analysts and critics. This book is published ata time when the call for the systematic
transformation of the policing system is loudest among security experts, national
legislators and a wide range of stakeholders across the federation. Given the
significance of this scholarly contrifbuc;ion by SPSP, I am proud to acknowledge
e persons here identified.
and{;: Il;?zﬁla;ltfh nfp the founder of SPSP, Prof. Isaac Olawale A!bert, FNAL&:SPSE
the Board of Trustees under the chairmanship of P‘mf. Sul?lma;t [I;Jlu:s i?zid
fspsp, the Board of Fellows under the acting cha;rfnanshlp of lscmgmittee
Ai-nb:;ssador Fatima Sa’ad Abubakar, fspsp, the National Wnrklngp ?n:rl:nt .
and the Central Working Committee as well as all members rl::f SEPSbétol:un -
extend our heartfelt gratitude to the IGP, Dr Kayode Adeo 111-1 ng loyalty o
his exemplary professionalism, intellectual. prowess, unwave : En_ s
kable dedication to service. Itis his admirable conductand integ t}’_d and
nd this festschrift in his honour. The PI‘E:SI en i
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the Federal RERUPIIC Ulf N lgs:at’i(}ﬂﬂl
Ahmed Tinubu, GCFR deserves commendation for recognising .t e ex rePas -
qualities of the honoree and selecting him as his ADC during h:s: ten:ITinubu'S
Governor of Lagos State between 1999 and 2007. Furthermore, l’.res:dfﬂ'l';1 el
decision to appoint him as the 22nd Inspector General of Police of the

Republic of Nigeria in 2023 reflects his astute judgement.

d Hf}n
Actiﬂg

remar tion i
served as the inspiration behi
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that involves the training of police cadets. The leadership of DP With the
this area will be celebrated in a manner soon to be determined b
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of SPSP delegations with the IGP and the top police lt:ad};rship
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for their combined assistance in finishing this book. W m] ESt:-lt-:.- Univergj,
successful completion of this project. - Yve are delighted by the

We express our heartfelt appreciation t i
Their valuable input has beenpiistrumentacl, ::l:itfgﬁ:i:;? ItﬂfthHE'bm}(-]:)mjm
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SPSP formally marked her 20th anniversary in 2023, because the Society
regards her first three years of existence (2000-2003) as formative years. Therefore,
it is necessary to use the occasion of this publication which comes in the twenty-
first year of the Society, to acknowledge and appreciate those who brought the
Society to where it is today. The first in this category are the Vice Chancellors who
supported the Society and its agenda. They include Professors Tekena Tamuno
of blessed memory, Isaac Adewole, Kayode Adebowale, and Adebola Ekanola of
the University of Ibadan; Nuhu Yaqub of the University of Abuja; Is'haq Oloyede
and Wahab Egbewole of the University of llorin; Noah Yusuf of the Al-Hikmah
University Ilorin, Sola Akinrinade of the Osun State University Osogbo, Umanu
Pate of the Federal University Kazere, and Kyari Mohammed of the Modibo Adam:
University Yola and the Nigerian Army University Biu; Olayemi Akinwurpl of the
Federal University Lokoja, Ibiyemi Olatunji-Bello of the Lagos State University,
and Marietu Tenuche of the Kogi State University, Anyingba. .

The second in this category are my predecessors, the brave men an_d nutsta}ndmg
lady who presided over the affairs of the Society as presidf:nts and vice pr_t‘-'ﬁld;’;:}'
They include pioneer president, late Dr Nurudeen Olarinde, a“’fi his WCEIV'J illiF:
Suleiman Elias Bogoro, who today chairs the BoT; second president, Dr

r("f’tly
fank A

Y the leagepq. . P
of the PGHC;EI},“P of

acilitated the Meet
n
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Asiegbe Eselebor, and his tu:n vice ‘prusidunt:«', Ms Justina Iy:?uiuru and I'rof.
Abdulganiyu Jawondo; and third president, Dr Nathaniel D. Danjibo and his two
Vice Presidents, Comrade Abdullahi Yalwa and Dr Mathias Jarikre.

Some of the notable military officers behind the success of the Society include
the late Gen. Nuhu Bamali (a foundation member of the Board of Trustees), the
late Gen. Luka Yusuf, Gen, Abdulrahman Dambazau (also served on the Board of
Trustees), Gen. Martin Luther Agwai, Gen. Azubuike Ihejirika, the late Gen. Jones
Arogbofa who was the pioneer Chairman of the SPSP Board of Fellows as well as
a member of the Board of Trustees, Gen. Salihu Zaway Uba, General Idris of the
Nigerian Defence Academy, Gen. Ishaku Pennap, Gen. Paul Boroh, AVM Jomo
Osahoh, Gen. Victor Ezugwu of the “Ezugwu MRAP” fame, Gen. Sani Kukasheka
Usman, General Garba Ayodeji Wahab, Air Cdr. (Rtd) Ayodele Dudusola, fspsp
and hundreds of several others, most especially from the MSc Strategic Studies
programme that the University of Ibadan runs in partnership with the National
Defence College. Some of the course participants, now occupying commanding
positions across the country, have certificates from the training programmes
organised by the Society for Peace Studies and Practice. These people and several
others have helped to make SPSP a Society that indeed promotes interagency
collaboration.

On the list of those who brought SPSP to where it is are some former Governors.
They include Mallam Ibrahim Shekarau of Kano State, Babangida Aliyu of Niger
State, Kayode Fayemi of Ekiti State, and the late Abiola Ajimobi of Oyo State.
In addition to their membership of the Society, they facilitated several of our
conferences, workshops and seminars. Leading members of the Society outside
Nigeria include Dr Ozonnia Qjielo, the current head of the UN mission in Rwanda;
Dr Chukwuemeka Eze, the Executive Director of the West Africa Network for
Peacebuilding, Accra, Ghana; Dr Takwa Suifon Zebulon who is the Senior Peace
and Development Adviser to the UN in Zimbabwe, and Ernest Uwazie who is
the Director of the California State University, Sacramento, USA, to mention
just a few. Professors Tony Chaffer and Edward Stoddard of the University of
Portsmouth keep the flag of the Society flying in the United Kingdom. Working
together, all of these individuals including some corporate members of the Society
make SPSP a global peace movement in which voluntary efforts are made towards
cnmﬂlementing the struggles of Nigeria to rank amongst the most peaceful in the
world.

The above is not an exhaustive list of the leading and influential members of
the Society. Meanwhile, we must not forget at this point to acknowledge the two
universities that continue to house SPSP. They are the University of Ibadan (uh
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where the corporate hum!qunrtem*is [[{Cd't.':d’ ?I:ICI} tiht‘ Sﬂtiljtlﬂ!jf)pﬂn Un;
of Nigeria (NOUN) headquarters ljn A uja, which houses SPSP’s f’dminist i\
office. On behalf of the global SPSI faml]}': ‘.F’E hom.:-ur HPd APPreciate meﬁiﬁinf
Kayode Oyebode Adebowale, fspspl, and U.queml r\}*lnd.e Peters, fspsp' Vi ‘
Chancellors of Ul and NOUN, for their exceptional !undershlp of their “"i‘r'ﬂrsit.fi‘
and unstinting friendship and loyalty to SPSP of which they are eminent Fellg ]rb
Similarly, we express our gratitude to all those who, although not mentiu:s.
specifically, played a vital role in the rich histnry of SPSP, and in the succesa;ﬁ
completion of the festschrift in honour of IGP Egbewole Adeoly Egbetokun, .
In conclusion, I want to putit on record that we have discussed with the honopg,
and agreed that the proceeds generated from the sale or distribution of the tw;L
volumes of the festschrift in honour of [GP Kayode Adeolu Egbetokun, Np\F
fspsp, will be put into a fund to be hamed, “SPSP Chair on Egbetokun Policing and
Internal Security Fund”. We are fullofexpectatinns thatthis fund, when establisheg
will be applied toward the execution ofpriurity studies to strengthen policing an(i
internal security architecture. The fund will also be applied toward recognising
and rewarding outstanding role models, appropriately. The Egbetokun Policing
and Internal Security Fund will immortalize the honoree through well-conceiveg
and executed interventions in Nigeria and SPSP is proud to be identified with this
landmark initiative. Above all, it will stand asa testimony of the leap-frogging of the
Nigeria Police to the rightful place it deserves in using intellectual, preventive and
other non-kinetic approaches in addressing the current embarrassing insecurity
situation in our country.

Nathaniel Msen Awuapila, fspsp

President

Society for Peace Studies and Practice (SPSP)
May 2024
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Reviewers List

Prof. Jude Abdulkarcem Momodu
Centre for Peace and Security Studies

Modibbo Adama University, Yola
Adamawa State

Area of Specialisation: Peace and Security Studies.

Prof. Hakeem 1. Tijani, fspsp

Professor of History, Labour and Peace Studies, Decolonization and the
Transfer of Power. He was the pioneer Dean and the pioneer Deputy Vfce
Chancellor, Adeleke University. He is a visiting Professor, Peace ?tudms
and Conflict Resolution, NOUN, where he served as the pi_DﬂEET Director,
Centre of Excellence in Migration and Global Studies. He 18 currently the
Executive Director, Office of Global Partnerships — Africa, Morgan State

University, Baltimore, Maryland, USA. ' ' ”
Areas of Specialisation: History, Peace, Labour and Migration Studies.

Prof. Oseni Taiwo Afisi

Professor of Philosophy

Director, Directorate of Special Interventions

Lagos State University _ N
Areas of Specfﬂfisnrfon: Critical Rationalism, Philosophy of Scuence,_ Political
Philosophy, Governance, Global Justice, Freedom, Revolution and
Resistance.

Prof. Ebenezer Olatunji Olugbenga

Department of Political Science

Ekiti State University

Ado-Ekiti

Areas of Specialisation: Public Administration /Public Policy Analysis,
Comparative Politics and Political Research.

Prof. D. J. U. Kalla, fspsp, FNSAP, FASAN, FCASAN

Department of Animal Production

Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University,

Bauchi.

Areas of Specialisation: Food Security — Early Warning and Response
(Pastoral Development).

XVili

m CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

10.

Prof. Patrick 1. Ukase

Department of History and International Studies
Prince Abubakar Audu University
Anyigba-Kogi State

Areas of Specialisation: Political History and Historiography, Gender and
Development Studies.

Prof. Ruth Ochanya Adio-Moses

Department of Peace, Security and Humanitarian Studies
University of Ibadan

Areas of Specialisation: Humanitarian Health, Safety, Risk Prevention,
Gender and Non-violence Education.

Dr Obi Ndifon Neji

Department of Political Science

University of Calabar

Nigeria

Areas of Specialisation: Early Warning and Response, Peacebuilding, Civil

Society, Conflict Sensitivity, ADR, Peacekeeping, Small Arms, and Light
Weapons.

Dr Raji Shittu Adewole

Centre for Peace and Strategic Studies

University of Ilorin

Areas of Specialisation: Peace, Conflict, and Security Studies.

Dr Yusuf Olanrewaju Lateef

Peace Studies Unit

Department of Religious and Peace Studies

Lagos State University, Ojo

Areas of Specialisation: Governance, Human Security, Internal Security,
Urbanisation, Environmental Security.

Dr John Tor Tsuwa, fspsp

Department of Political Science

Deputy Director

Centre for Peace and Development Studies

Benue State University, Makurdi

Areas of Specialisation: Peace and Conflict Studies, Public Policy and
Governance, Defense and Strategic Studies.
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12.

14.

1S.

16.

17.

Dr Benjamin Adeniran Aluko

Department of Peace, Security and Humanitarian Studies

University of Ibadan

Areas of Specialisation: Governance, Early Warning Studies, Democracy
and Peacebuilding.

Dr Steven Ademola Faleti

Department of Peace, Security and Humanitarian Studies
University of Ibadan

llorin

Areas of Specialisation: Conflict Analysis, Environmental Conflict, and
Security Studies.

Dr Adekola Abdulazeez Alao

Acting Director

Centre for Peace and Security Studies
Al-Hikmah University

Ilorin

Areas of Specialisation: Comparative Politics and Public Administration.

Dr Willie Eselebor
Universal Research and Training Institute
Areas of Specialisation: Border Security and Migration.

Dr Abdallah Ali-Nakyea

School of Law

University of Ghana

Legon — Accra, Ghana and Extraordinary Lecturer

Department of Economics (African Tax Institute)

Faculty of Economic and Management Sciences

University of Pretoria

Pretoria, South Africa

Areas of Specialisation: Law of Taxation, Tax Policy, Administrative Law,
Corporate and Commercial Law, Natural Resources Law, Trade and

Investment Law.
Dr Rahanatu Lawal

Department of Political Science and International Studies
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria

Areas of Specialisation: Political Economy, Public Policy, and Gender
Studies.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

Dr Oluwatosin Busayo Igbayiloye

Department of Jurisprudence and International Law

Faculty of Law

University of Ilorin, Ilorin

Areas of Specialisation: Human Rights, Business and Human Rights,
Disability Rights.

Dr Bosede Awodola
Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution
Abuja

Areas of Specialisation: Peacebuilding, Women and Children in Armed
Conflict and Post-Conflict Reintegration.

Dr Adeola Timothy Adams

Department of Peace Studies and Conflict Resolution
Faculty of Social Sciences

National Open University of Nigeria

Abuja

Areas of Specialisation: ADR and Post-Conflict Peace-building.

Dr Bashir Malam
Department of Political Science

Gombe State University
Areas of Specialisation: International Relations, International Politics;

Regional Politics, Peace and Conflict Studies.

Dr Yusuf Musa Yahaya
Department of Political Science
Bauchi State University

Gadau
Areas of Specialisation: Comparative Politics; Environmental Politics,

Peace and Security Studies.
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List of Contributors

Abubakar Jibrin is a multi-disciplinarian, a Chartered Mediator, a peace 5‘5]‘“"”,
a sociologist, a licensed teacher, a journalist, an auxiliary nursc, and a publj,
relations professional. He is also a member of the Society for Peace Studies apg
Practice (SPSP), a Fellow of the Ife Institute of Advance Studies, @ member
the Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ), and the Institute of Chartered Mediator,
and Conciliators (ICMC). He currently manages communication for the Dnngu[{:
Group in the North.

Adedayo Philip Buremoh holds a BSc and MSc in Peace and Conflict Resolution
from the National Open University of Nigeria. Heis a PhD candidate at the Centre
for Peace and Strategic Studies, University of Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria. He 'wnrk:-; with
Lagos State Neighbourhood Safety Corps as a Divisional Commander in charge of
Ikeja Division.

Adeola Adams is currently with the Department of Peace Studies and Conflict
Resolution, National Open University of Nigeria, Abuja. He is the immediate past
Secretary-General of the Society for Peace Studies and Practice (SPSP). He is also
the Vice President (Exams & Records) of the Institute of Chartered Mediators and

Conciliators (ICMC).

Akim Audu Mayat holds a PhD in Public Administration from Nasarawa State
University, Keffi. He is a lecturer in the Department of Public Administration,
Plateau State Polytechnic, Barkin-Ladi. His research interests are policy
implementation, sustainable development, and security issues in central Nigeria.
He is currently the Director of Research, Policy, and Documentation for the Plateau

State Government.

Atinuke Adeniji Omokore is a PhD candidate at Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin,
Nigeria. With a first degree in Guidance and Counselling from the University
of Ado Ekiti in Ekiti State, Nigeria, she holds a master’s degree in Peace and
Development Studies from the Centre for Peace and Strategic Studies, University
of llorin, llorin. She works with Kwara State Universal Basic Education Board,
Iorin.

Azeez Adekola holds a PhD in Political Science. He is currently the Director, Centre
for Peace and Security Studies, Al-Hikmah University, Kwara State.
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Bolarin Najeeb Haroon is a postgraduate student at the Centre for Peace and
Security Studies, Al-Hikmah University, Kwara State, Nigeria.

Brandford Adams Shadrach is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of General
studies, Federal Polytechnic Bali, Taraba State. He holds a Master of Science i[n
International Relations from the University of Bedfordshire, United Kingdom
He is a doctoral research candidate in International Relations at the Departmen’;
of Political Science, Gombe State University. His research interests include
environmental politics, human rights, citizenship, gender studies, peacekeeping
and conflict studies. He has made significant contributions to both local and’

international academic journals,

Bridget Osakwe is a Peace and Security Practitioner with over 25 years of work
experience and has established for work purposes, valuable professional
contacts at governmental, community, global, private, and civil society levels.
Competent in gender and inclusivity, gender, supporting peace infrastructures,
peace negotiations, and mediation. She obtained a master’s degree in Peace and
Reconciliation Studies from Coventry University, UK, and a PhD in Peace, Conflict,
and Development. She is the National Network Coordinator for the West Africa
Network for Peacebuilding (WANEP). She has some books and publications to her

credit.
Chukwuemeka B. Eze holds a bachelor’s degree in Political Science and master’s

and doctorate degrees in Peace and Strategic Studies with a bias in Conflict Early

Warning Systems. He was a Senior Adviser on Mediation and Political Dialogue
eral in Guinea Bissau. He

to the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-Gen
is currently the Executive Director of the West Africa Network for Peacebuilding

(WANEP) and the first Deputy President of the Institute for Chartered Mediations
and Conciliators. He is a fellow of the Society for Peace Studies and Practice.

David Terfa Akighir holds a PhD in Economics. He is a Senior Lecturer at the
Department of Economics, Benue State University, Makurdi. His research interests
are Macroeconometric Modelling, International Finance, Mathematical Economics

and Statistics, and Development Economics.

Emmanuel Tordue Kpoghul holds a PhD in Economics and is a lecturer in the
Department of Economics, at Benue State University, Makurdi. He is a World

P
Bank-certified Public Procurement and Social Standard specialist. His research
interests are Macroeconomic modelling, Simulation and Forecasting, International
Trade and Finance, Development Economics, and Environmental related issues.
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Ibrahim T
m Tajudeen : : .
TR ”_:. S :Itims. He is currently a PhD candidate in Peace and Security
[ [ - = # 1 P . [ ¥
Office ikmah University, Illorin, Kwara State, and an Administrative
er at the same university. Bsakive

Isi . .

tl“:";::;i{;l:uclt::::ﬂ:-:;ﬁ-s (‘lb}’;l‘:D _m I’-.éﬂcu Sfx‘d Da.:x:uln}:-munl Shl}ﬁl_"ﬁ and is currently

of the Gove O Ibcrm}, on ict Mitigation and Community Policing
VLRSS Justice, and Security programme of the US Institute of Peace

(USIP). Isioma has twenty-two years professional experience in NGO work fr:,":-

seven countries in Africa in the area of pcncehuilding, Justice, and security .:;u.:m:-

reform.

a dedicated peacebuilding expert, currently pursuing a
doctoral programme in Peace and Conflict Studies at the University of Ibadan
With a profound commitment to fostering harmony and resolving cunﬂi::t-;-
Jamaldeen has engaged in numerous initiatives aimed at promoting peace nn\ci
understanding in diverse communities. His work focuses on conflict resolution,

mediation, and the development of sustainable peace strategies.

Jamaldeen Akanbi is

James Akujobi is currently serving as Director, General Services, National
Emergency Management Services (NEMA) headquarters in Abuja. He holds a

Bachelor of Science (BSc) degree in Electronics/Computer Engineering from the

Lagos State University (LASU), Ojo, Lagos, a Master of Science (MSc) degree from

the University of Lagos, Lagos; a Master of Arts in Peace and Security Studies,

University of Ilorin and a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Peace and Development
ember of the Nigeria Society of Engineers

Studies, University of Ilorin. He isam
(MNSE); Member, Society for Peace Studies and Practice (SPSP). He is an expert in
disaster risk management and disaster risk reduction.

a4 PhD in Political Science, specialising in Peace and Conflict

ate University, Makurdi, and another PhD in Defence and

Strategic Studies from the P‘Jigerifm Defence Academy, Kfldunin. He is a lecturer
:n the Dﬂpartment of Political Science at Benue State University. He served the
Benue State vernment as the Chairman, Benue State Independent Electoral
Commission petween 2016 and 2018. He is a fellow and the coordinator of the
[nternational [nstitute for Peace Research and Practice, an Institute of the Society
for Peace Gtudies and Practice; a member and former national executive member

_and also served as the North Central

of the Nigerian Political Science Association
Chairman of the same association. He is now the Deputy Director of the Centre for

peace and Development Studies, Benue State University.

John Tor Tsuwa holds
Studies from Benue St
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John Kayode ]':kl!lltlﬂ}'ﬂlhﬂlfis a BScin Peace and Conflict Resolution from National
Open University of ng.crm, _MA in Peace and Development Studies from the
University of llorin, Tlorin, Nigeria. He works with Kwara State Universal Basic
Educational Board and he is the Project Manager, Global Peace Educntinn‘Cnnsu!t
(GPEC).

Kayede Joshua Simonyan is a Professor of Agricultural and Bioresources
Engineering with a special focus on crop processing and storage in the Department
of Agricultural and Bioresources Engineering at Michael Okpara University of
Agriculture, Umudike, Abia State, Nigeria. He has garnered widespread acclaim
for his groundbreaking research and scholarly endeavours in machine design
and cl.evelnpment. He has served as Head of the Department of Agricultural
and.erfzsuurces Engineering and the immediate past Dean of the College of
Engineering and Engineering Technology. He is presently serving as the Director
of the Directorate of University Research Administration.

Lateef Oladimeji is a professor and pioneer staff of Al Hikmah University, Ilorin.
He holds degrees of BA, MA, MPA, PGDE, and PhD. He was the pioneer Head
of the Department of Islamic Studies, pioneer Director of Information, pioneer
Director of Centre for Part-Time and Professional Studies, former Director of
Centre for Research, International Cooperation and Industrial Collaboration
(CRIIC), former Director of Academic Planning, former Deputy Vice-Chancellor
(DVC) and currently Dean, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences.

Malam Bashiris an Associate Professor, and a Lecturer in the Department of Political
Science at Gombe State University. He holds a PhD from the University of Kelaniya,
Sri Lanka. He also holds master’s and bachelor’s degrees in Political Science from
Bayero University Kano. Dr Malam has research interests in international politics,
regional integration, peace and conflict studies, and comparative politics. He
has co-authored several publications. Presently, he is the Head of Department of

Political Science, Gombe State University.

Martins Olanrewaju Atunde is a Research Manager with over 40 publications in
peer-reviewed international, national, and local journals. His research interests
are in the areas of leadership, information and communications technology
(ICT), occupational health, education stakeholders’ engagement and resource

management.

Matthew lorwuese Atoo is a member of the Civil Society Organisation and the State
Chairman, of Transition Monitoring Group, Benue State, Nigeria. He holds an
HND in Biochemistry, BSc and MSc in Peace and Conflict Resolution, a Master’s
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in Business Administration (Management). He s a full and active memt
M — . bl . I L M -’lil.
Nigeria Institute of Management (€ hartered) and a member of the Nigoeri 0f the
= £l P - "-‘rll L]
Cross Society, Benue State Branch. Bertan Reg

Michael Adebisi is a peace advocate and rescarcher with focus on leadersh;
governance, Em!icynmking, economic history, and gender research. Heisa ;;r;uldu ?:f
of History and International Studies (BA) at the Osun State University and hag :hiv
master’s degree in Peace and Conflict Studies at the Department of Peace, Securiy .;,
and Humanitarian Studies, University of Ibadan. He is currently pur:-:.uing}{
doctoral programme in peace and conflict studies in the same department wher;
he had his master’s degree. His interest towards sustainable peace development .
evident through his leadership activities, community engagements, and academic
research activities.

Monsurat ModasolaWonuolaisLecturerlinthe DupartmentﬂfMassCﬂmmunir:atiun,
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Al-Hikmah University. Her research
interest includes digital communication, conflict, and peace journalism. Wonuola
is i::lterested in facilitating peace and national development through research and
mediation.

Muhammad Nasa’i holds PhD in Education Social Studies at Ahmadu Bello
University, Zaria. He is a lecturer in the Social Studies section in the Department
of Arts and Social Science, Faculty of Education, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria,
Kaduna State, Nigeria. His research interests are theories, education, politics,
peace and conflict resolution, and curriculum development.

Najeeb Abolarin is a postgraduate student at the Centre for Peace and Security

Studies of Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin.

Noah Yusuf is a Professor of Saciology, Peace and Conflict Studies, University of
al professional associations, including

llorin, Nigeria. He is a member of sever
the Nigerian Anthropological and Sociological Practitioners Association

(NASA), Social Science Council of Nigeria (SSCN) and the American Sociological
Association (ASA) among others. He is a Fellow, Society for Peace Studies
and Practice (fspsp). He authored and co-authored national and international
books on peace and security studies. At various times, he has held the position
of the Head, Department of Sociology, at the University of Ilorin and Ibrahim
Badamasi Babangida University, Lapai. He was also the Director, Centre for Peace
and Strategic Studies (CPSS) at the University of Ilorin and currently the Vice-
Chancellor, Al-Hikmah University Ilorin under whom the Centre for Peace and
Security Studies of the university was established.
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Obi Ndifon Neji is the Sub-Dean of the Faculty of Social Science at the University
of Calabar where he also serves as the coordinator of the Peace and Conflict
Studies programme in the Department of Political Science. He is the first National
Vice President of the Society for Peace Studies and Practice (SPSP). He earned a
I’hD and MA in Peace and Conflict Studies from the University of Ibadan and
a BSc in Political Science from Calabar. He holds five professional certifications
in peace and conflict management from the United States Institute of Peace and
Peace Operations Training Institute, USA. He is a Fellow of the Society for Peace
Studies and Practice, a Fellow of the International Academy for Gender and Peace
(IAGP), and a Fellow of the Institute for Human and Natural Resources (IHNR).
He specialises in alternative dispute resolution, peacekeeping, civil society
organisation, conflict early warning and response, election and conflict, etc. He is
a member of the Nigeria Political Science Association, and the Global Alliance for
Ministries and Infrastructure for Peace (GAMIP). He has published in reputable

journals.

Olanrewaju Yusuf holds a PhD in Peace and Conflict Studies from the Institute
for Peace and Strategic Studies, University of Ibadan, Nigeria. He was a part of
a Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) initiative of the Office of the National
Security Adviser (ONSA) in collaboration with the European Union (EU) in 2016.
He is currently the Acting Secretary-General of the Society for Peace Studies and
Practice (SPSP). He is a lecturer at the Peace Studies unit of the Department of

Religions and Peace Studies, Lagos State University.

Olasehinde Seun is a senior lecturer in the Department of Crime Management at
Kwara State Polytechnic, Ilorin. He holds a PhD in Sociology with specialisation in
Criminology and Penology from the University of Ilorin. He is an associate member
of the American Society of Criminology and the Nigerian Society of Criminology.
He has co-authored books and journals, both national and international, in

Criminology.

Oluwasegun Dare Ogunsakin is a Project Manager at Bellwether International. He
is also a PhD candidate at Ekiti State University, Ado-Ekiti, Nigeria, with research

focus on peace and security studies.

Oluwatoyin Mercy Balogun holds a BA degree in English Language from the
University of Ilorin, and currently, a graduate student at the Centre for Peace
and Strategic Studies in the same university. She is passionate about issues of
African Development, Security, Humanitarianism, Conflict Resolution, Gender
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and Juveniles. Aside from researching and writing in these areas, Oluwutn}'in is
an associate of the Electoral College Nigeria, a graduate of the Nigerian Institute
of Management, and a trained educator who enjoys volunteering with varig,,
humanitarian organisations.

in Local Government Studies from Obafem;
and an MA in Peace and Conflict Studje
and Humanitarian Studies, Univﬂfﬁil‘y

Ojewale Oluwatosin holds a BSc
Awolowo University, lle-Ife, Osun State,

at the Department of Peace, Security,
of Ibadan, Nigeria. Her area of specialisation is human security with a core i

peacebuilding, community security, conflict analysis, and mediation. She is the
current welfare director of the Society for Peace Studies and Practice (Oyo State
Chapter). Sheis currently a doctoral candidate at the Department of Peace, Security

and Humanitarian Studies, University of Ibadan.

Patience Ogbo is an adjunct lecturer at the Gender Studies Unit, University of
Ibadan, where she taught gender, conflict, and peacebuilding courses to master’s
degree students. She has over ten years of journalism experience covering the
crime and security sector in Nigeria. She obtained her PhD in Gender Studies
from the Institute of African Studies, University of Ibadan in 2022. Her MA is
in Anthropology, University of Ibadan (2011), BA in Communication/Language

Arts, University of Ibadan (2005).

Precious Olubunmi Gabriel is an alumnus of University of Ilorin, Nigeria. She
had her academic background in performing arts, and subsequently in Peace and
Development Studies for her master’s and doctorate degrees.

Priscilla Obiribea-Addo holds a PhD degree in Peace and Development Studies
from Centre for Peace and Strategic Studies, University of Ilorin, Nigeria. She is a
Principal Research Assistant at the University of Cape Coast, Ghana.

Raheem Muritala is a doctoral student at the Centre for Peace and Security Studies,
Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin. He obtained his master’s degree in Peace and
Security Studies from Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin. He is the Personal Assistant
to the current Emir of Ilorin, His Royal Highness (Maimartaba Ilorin) Alhaji Dr

Ibrahim Sulu Gambari CFR.

Raji Shittu holds a PhD degree in International Relations and Strategic Studies
at the University of Jos, Nigeria, and a Certificate Course in Peace Studies from
the University of Notre Dame, USA. He currently lectures postgraduate students
at the Centre for Peace and Strategic Studies, University of Ilorin, Nigeria. His

XXVvili

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

Lreas of academic interest include international relations and strategic studies,
governance and conflict studies, and global peace and security studies.
Rasaq Mohammed Adisa holds a PhD in Communication. He is a lecturer in the
Department of Mass Communication, Faculty of Communication and Information
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" COMMUNITY SECURITY: AN , —

NEIGHBOURHOOD SAFETY CORPS IN SOME g5

| Philip Adedayo Buremoh
Ruth Abiola Adimula

John Kayode Ekundayo

[ntroduction

The end of the Cold War US!‘IEH‘ZCI in the current global world order with diverse
and contemporary community insecurity challenges across the globe (Ikenberry,
2013}-?“3 post-cold war has not only brought in political and socio-economic
instability, but also spread violent civil conflict, ethnic nationalism, terrorism,
guerrilla warfare, banditry, ethno-religious crisis, and above all, paradigms shift
from traditional security architecture of a Nation-state to comprehensive security
with a huge focus on the security of individual and properties at the community
Jevel (Sule et al., 2022).

As of Feb 15, 2024, at least 4,994 people have died from unlawful gun violence
in the U.S. which is an average of about 108 deaths each day in the country
(Alfonseca, 2024). In Venezuela, 50 percent of the population lives in poor
neighbourhoods called barrios (Royal Geographical Society [RGS], 2022). These
areas are experiencing security challenges with gang warfare, drug dealing,
robbery and other violent crimes (RGS, 2022).

In Africa, countries like Libya, Sudan, South Sudan, Nigeria, Chad, Mali,
Cameroon, Somalia, etc., struggle with community safety and security as a result
of civil and political unrest, organised crimes, and gun violence caused by non-
state actors, due to direct access to cheap and avoidable weapons (Micallef et al.,
2019).

In the Policy and Legal Advocacy Centre [PLAC] 2024 report, it‘ is stated t}}at
in Nigeria, despite the huge yearly budgetary allocation to National security
of N3.311trillion in the 2024 budget, daily records of civil unrest, violent ethnic

* Centre for Peace and Strategic Studies,University of llorin, Nigeria.
ﬂdedayoburemnh@gmail.com
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agitations, farmers/herder’s recurrent conflicts, drug-relate Crime, |
organised erime, theft and many others, show Ihell. there js 4 need Eh'l Clay,
the box in solving the pulilit'nl cum socio-economic miasma h{"d*-'\"il;'n :Tl|r_ Oy ”
community and national security in Nigeria, % boyy, i,

In view of this precarious situation, States and Local Bovernmeny,
times have fashioned out securily outfits to address respective F.Llc“li-arl Pecey,
challenges in Nigeria. For instance, local vigilante groups, the Nigeria l'{mjt;r
Association, Amotekun Security Corps, Hisbah Security Network, o lumr_-,
Neighbourhood Safety Corps, among many others, had SPrung up acrogs lhen&g”ﬁ
to lackle overwhelming security challenges bedeviling Nigerians, While ifmn
were of community self-volunteering service, some state and Jocal gnvﬂ.m,ﬁ:m‘:
have equally established, funded, and managed such security ﬂrmnggmm;:"
complement Federal-control security agencies in their respective domaing, ¥

In Lagos State Nigeria, the profile of urban and community crimes and Violence
demonstrales that it covers the entire gamut of criminal activities and this py,
led to the emergence of the Neighbourhood Safety Corps- an informal security
structure, working in partnership with the police to provide and ensure
sccurity of life and property at the community level. This study therefore assesgeg
the effectiveness of Lagos Neighbourhood Safety Corps in curtailing community
insecurity in some selected communities where population explosion seemed 1
have triggered crimes and violence in the metropolis. The aim of this study was
to assess Lagos Neighbourhood Safety Corps in curbi ng community insecurity in
some selected Local governmentarea of Lagos State. The specific objectives wereto;
identify the causes of community crime in some selected community area of Lagos
State; examine the role of Lagos Neighbourhood Safety Corps (LNSC) in curbing
community crime in some selected communities of Lagos State; and assess how
effective was the LNSC in curbing community crime in some selected community
area of Lagos State. |

Statement of the Problem

Some communities in Lagos City are confronted with daunting challenges,
including insecurity, violence, conflict, crimes, increasing slums, poverty and
destitution, traffic congestion, environmental pollution, epileptic power supply:
climate change problems, clean water problems and others (Akanle, 2015). Th.::-ug_I'l
government efforts such as the deployment of security agents and equipment it
some other communities like Ikoyi, Victoria Island, and government reserv
areas had moderately addressed security challenges in these ncighbuurhoct_is-
however, some other communities particularly those with population density
are still experiencin g crimes such as property crime, drug-related crime, gfﬂd“

il
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based assault and breach of the public pe
residents of these communities.

[n an effort to combat these menaces, the Lag
wmmunity—ba.sed security outfit known as I;LA}LKO-,SBS:E ;gg}?rirﬁm established a
Corps to provide adequate security at the community leve?bm ?urhm’d Safety
;tudies on urban safety and security like Wennmann 1n{i though existing
and Salahub.and Zaaroura (2018) examined causes of cri;-ne ir{lﬁ’m"ke (2018)
attributed this to poor population density of the town, however i 80s State and
knowledge on the role of Lagos Neighbourhood Safety Corps fin z'rc 1;1.5 duath of
in some communities that are being challenged by insecurif}'l:i)n La :f 1tntg C;{;“ES
this study was designed to fill the existing gaps in literature. gos state. Thus,

ac i
¢, threatening the Peace and safety of

Conceptualisation
Community Security
Ekong (2003) defined community as an aggregation of families habitually living
together within a definite geographical location more or less rooted in the soil they
occupy, living in a state of mutual interdependence, supporting some basic social
institutions and having some measure of political autonomy to other communities.
Community security is conceptualised from different perspectives based on the
needs and relevance of the concept to the subject matter. At first, Linnell (2013)
socially connected through commoninterests, beliefs and circumstances. In another
context, MacQueen (2001) considered a community as a group of people with
diverse characteristics who are linked by social ties, share common perspectives,
and engage in joint action in geographical locations or settings.

According to United Nations Development Programme [UNDP] (2020);

Community Security is a people-centred approach to aclldressing _insecurity that
integrates human security, development and state-building paradigms. It worll:s
by bringing together a wide range of state and civil somfsty actors from thf: 5xl:cun 5
demand and supply sides to identify root causes of insecurity collectively nnd
develop coordinated responses to them. The appm:{ch bullfls the capacity :,n
willingness of communities, local authorities and security providers to ada:firess ta; :5
Own sources of insecurity. It creates an enabling environment for wider retorms

more people focused policies at the sub-national and national.

that nations across the globe face an
have been crucial throughout

d excessively, abused their
ing emergency measures.

. UNDP (2020) further explains
NPrecedented security challenge. Security forces
® epidemic, but too frequently, they have been use

ority, or discriminated against when implement
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In conflict and fragile contexts, '.v['ljr_"re cu::‘lmflt;"“}’ ‘l_‘-‘”Si““fi are cq Mon
legitimacy of the ?;mfurnment 1S dle"lf—‘. IW' 1 ll;elHStﬂﬂCﬁ to emer ene N gy,
security interventions by security fﬂr?"h 1ave become even mopg
jmpum'[ivﬂ. Itis ilmrcfnre.in‘lpnrtﬂl‘lt to include people-orie
o fill the gap in community safety.

'Crl_lc'

13

nted SCCurity Meag,

Community Policing _

According to Christian (2014), neighbourhood watch is one of the oldes and
known crime prevention concepts in North America. It was popularly knnﬂst.
as the neighbourhood watch organisation in Pasadena Hills. Alsp, Schirf [2[];?
noted that, “informal policing”, the “policing of everyday life”, or “commuy; )
generated policing” are favourite terms to describe de facto policing taking thé
(mostly) outside of the regulatory framework of the State.

Schanzer, Kurzman, Toliver and Miller (2016) asserted thatcummunity policing
involves collaboration between police and community members characterise
by problem-solving partnerships to enhance public safety and it was adopted
widely among law enforcement agencies in the 1990s, to improve trust between
community members and police, and leverage police resources through voluntary
assistance, by community members in public safety measures, Abiri (2011) gave
the main reasons for adopting this proactive approach; that is, to build a police
organisation that is transparent, fair, neutral, accountable and responsive to public
perceptions and expectations, while at the same time, developing other positive
and more effective strategies beyond the traditional method of policing which is
exclusively based on law enforcement and tends to be reactive.

There are also latent factors that lead to the emergence of community policing.
Coqui hat (2008) argues that community policing emerged in response to two
unintended consequences of a modernising policing profession. First, technology
such as the police radio and patrol vehicles, changed the relationships between
thr:-p-n]icc and the community. Second, police applied scientific management to
policing, whi.ch created the perception that police were responsible for keeping
I commnityan ecded oo Gevelped personal rlationshis vil
s vesl, hessominanity undult::;{EThumty to be willing to share infurmnuun,_..m ‘

- s at ultimately the community is responsible

for n-nfhrn;nm;; the social norms that Promoted public safety. This narrative is in
contrast with the modernising Policing profe ]

community policing fCuquiIh.‘lt. 2008). iR nevmaailated 8 - "

Jude and Ernest (2018) contende
involvement and inclusion of cre
civilian youths, and tr.

d that commun
dible loce
iditiona) rulers

ity policing entails a systumqtt;
al guards, vigilance groups, able-bodiex

il : W » . ..‘
and chiefs into the conventional polict
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subsystem t('f ac:,lu.evc far.,mﬂ‘:hin_g Success in crime prevention and control at the

rrassroots as against post-colonial convent; | polici i

& ' : onal policing that has deepened the

distrust or mistrust between the people and the police. All P

the objective of VGN is to promote community pgll;;jn g - 12010) ssserjed t.hﬂt
i i " 8, crime control, prevention

and protection of lives and property in Nigeria. P

According to Vi}“degmﬂ (2020), the National Institute of Justice has financed
many research studies ACross the world on the effectiveness of community policing,
the outcome of th.ose studlels showed that community policing had a positive effect
on the community, lessening thE. fear of crime and improving the relationship
between the police and the public. The researchers of those studies also found
that crime was lllf"-'])’ to flourish in run-down communities or neighbourhoods
which creates an increased fear of crime by the public (Vandegreft, 2020). Samir
(2021) investigated the effectiveness of community policing strategies in crime
management in Dadaab refugee camp, Garissa County, Kenya. The research design
adopted was cross-sectional survey in which both qualitative and quantitative
methods of data collection were employed. With sample size of 111 respondents
in the refugee camp, the study showed that deployment of neighbourhood
watch, neighbourhood town meetings, utilisation of civilian education, and
decentralisation of the police authority were the most effective community policing
strategies adopted in Dadaab Refugee Camp. The results further indicated that
community policing adoption, community policing strategies used, and crime
management in Dadaab Refugee Camp were positively and significantly related
(Samir, 2021). _ . _

In Nigeria, Ndakotsu (2023) found that community p?llcmg and crime
prevention in Taraba State is effective in generating information about suspects
and modalities of arresting criminals in the study area and that all structures of
the community institutions must work together in sharing mformatl‘on concerning
community safety and goal attainment in the cﬁomm.umty. Salami ‘et al {2;01311 ;
work in Suleja Niger State examined the relationship between cillme trz,;1 E;s‘the
effectiveness of community policing and found that.nmghbouf:hoo i: an .
major strategy used by the community in the area in co‘rl?lbaftu:gth‘:lcrime o
extreme poverty and unemployment are mostly responsible 10
the town.

Edemba (2022) study in Enugu North local gov

3 in support 0
found that residents of the study area are stl‘ﬂngl{a;nciafd fear and reduced

Policing, because the presence of community police I he activities of vigilante
crime rate. Yaqub and Olaniyi (2004) lend credence e A g Jtion of suspected
Broups ag raiding of criminal hideouts, arrest, interroge

ernment area of Enugu SfE-ItE
f community
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criminals, and recovery of arms Hﬂd.lﬂmn:”‘_"ji“_““ in Kano State. -

State, Adegbusi (2009) found thal.' vigi IH‘I[Li service groups are i’“pn"'..u' O
prevention and control a8 the Fna;orﬂ}’ akEhe ruspundemﬁl’“dicatud “:1:: N ctipy
service partnered with the p'ohcc to control and prevent crime in the Stat ,"’ll;i o
and Akinlotan (2021) study In La g0s state demonstrated that the yg it ;““*ﬂr.ui.
olicing as a security agent in Ike]a' l'ms led to a moderate decline i, cr:nmu""}'
and that the Ikeja community identifies the roles of community policiy Me
prevention and perceives it as positive, compared to the roles per&)rmﬁ :lnb :
Nigeria Police Force. Generally, therefore the presence of community H}' s
has shown closeness t0 the people, lessening the fear of crime and impmfi;“’“‘
relationship between the police and the public, thereby improving safety ufgrl-he
and property in communities. IVeg

Ia}
Crimg

Lagos Neighbourhood Safety Corps (LNSC)

LNSC was established in 2016 to compliment the efforts of the federal securiy
agencies at community level, due to the enormous social and economic activiti
of the metropolis (Lagos), whereby, federal security agencies like the polic,
NSCDC, and others, seemed to be overwhelmed with the security architecturs
of the State. LNSC offices were opened in all the local government areas of
the state to provide security and safety corridor for the residents living in the
grassroots. Besides its offices at various LGAs, LNSC equally has operational and
administrative headquarters where activities of the organisation at various leves
are being monitored and supervised. The organisation is to ensure that its staft
work within the law that established it, with strict adherence to the constitution

of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, pay the salary of the staff and cater for other

welfare package of the LNSC and to forward a memo to the executive govemor o

the State as regards the constraints and needs of the organisation (LNSC). U“j{_

offices are located in all the local government areas of the State to provide secunty

and safety corridor for the residents living at the grass root being headed by ©F

superintendent at local government. Besides its offices at various LGAs, L :
equally has operational and administrative headquarters where activities of lh:
organisation at various levels are being monitored and supervised by the Zc-nvl
Coordinators in charge of each Zones, followed by Divisional Commﬂﬁdﬂ:.
the division level and the General Manager who is the overall coordinator b
agency.

Methodology

Thi - Lt
is study adopted a descriptive research survey design. This imph¢ th

b(}lh ua i £ v . ¥ "1 i.u\;
qualitative and quantitative research approaches were used i qud

i
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_re to the research questions

e illion, fi i | questions. The population of the s

, three million, five- windred and thirty-three study was estimated to
ou

500) residents of Sm selfach:d three LGAs of Lagos Stssltt;d{,(:(i:, = I“I“d"cfi (3, 533,
The study adopte multi-stage sampling te‘C]‘”‘*i‘fllluzs. Three (IS;’L?;;E)IUE Spaan
al Government

reas out of the twenty (20) constitute

::amClYi Alimosho, Amuwo Odofin and (ljki){:'i;gfﬁg-‘g‘lmcm areas of Lagos State,
A sample of fifty (50) respondents was randomly sel S :vgre purposively selected.
LGAs and admil:listered copies of the qUEStionm}:im‘ ‘:llfhfeseurlezﬂzh cc!}f theithree (3)
residents, security agents (LNSC, NPF and NSCDC) m“F; n E;Its c;ncludcd
community leaders. The interview sessions comprised memﬁ;}:ﬁ ft?a ers afld
development as‘socia.tions, security personnel namely; staff of th;; EN;EmE'umt-y
police Force, Nigeria Security and Civil Defence Corps and communi ' Ielfjrla
from each of the three selected local governments. Out of the one hur:gre:i 1:;
fifty (150) copies of questionnaire administered to the respondents, one hunc;red
and thirty- nine (139) provided valid information to the questionnaire distributed

were retrieved back and descriptively analysed, while only ten (10) out of thé
proposed fifteen (15) respondents for interview sessions voluntarily granted an
audience for the interview sessions. The research instruments were personally
administered by the lead investigator with two research assistants.

Theoretical Framework
This study was anchored on the human security model. This model argues that the

attention of public policy-makers sh ould be directed towards achieving the security

of people, not states. As pos tulated by the UN General Assembly’s (2012) resolution

66/290, human security is an approach to assist Member States in recognising and

addressing widespread and cross-cutting challenges to the survival, livelihood

and dignity of their people. It calls for “people-centered, comprehensive, context-

specific and prevention-oriented with varieties of focus on peol?le-focused and
multi-disciplinary understanding of security which involves ensuring the presence

of Economic security, Food security, Health security, Environmental security,
Personal security, Community security and Political security (.Chattu et al., 2019).
Further, UN-Habitat (2007) described commuqity ser::unty as a PI‘OC:?SS C::[f
protecting people from critical (severe) and pervasive (mdesp}:ead}dtrsrei :t::)[:’ts
situations. It means using processes thatbuild on people sstrengthsand asp

ili é ltural
by creating political, social, envir mnl}:::y,u :Elciihs:d tmd
Systems that together give people th ival,

Based on the theory, th munity focuse
ry, the com :
Protection of individual security through strict adherence to decl

onmental, economic,
e building blocks of surv

s on three key issues being the
ared and
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CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

¥
h{]“ Rei ol | v
andings in | olicing, Peace and Security (Vol, 2)

——

D™

legitim ‘
) ate rights, fre T P
y Ed - H e ]
ST A ..um of individuals to invoke specific rights while
ity al dimensions of human security, and the freedom of jng; pu“‘“ing
" s ¥ . . . .4
'S€ In groups to obtain satisfacti ding those di - Vidualg
security (Morka, 2 ction regarding those dimensions of h to
Vg o orka, 2007; LeBas, 2013). Therefore, the government’s proacyj " Man
i NS ¥ 2 . . . . 4
e S cllnb the menace of community insecurity in Lagos State coulg é‘ﬂ.
s EE » " P . & e (i
e lectss to protect its citizen’s security through strict adherence to declmn
i E r i H . . . a
gitimate rights, pursuit of essential dimensions of human security o
' &nd

the freedom of indivi ise i
ividuals to organise in groups to obtain satisfacti
security. ® BIONE ction of humap

Causes of Community Crime
Community crimes happens for many reasons across the world such as population

density, unemployment and poverty (David & Donna, 2016). Also, IvyPanda (2024
cited that there is a link between young people who have been unemployed for
more than one year and property crime and that most young people get involved
in selling drugs such as heroin, marijuana, and other dangerous drugs because
they make quick money from the proceeds. In another vein, Braithwaite (1975)
extensively discussed empirical evidence justification of larger cities and higher
crime rates than smaller communities. According to Braithwaite (1975), while
his argument with the theory of the anonymity by Merton, RobertKin

1938, said large cities are said to be characterised by anonymity.

The work of Anugwom (2023) examined the intricacies of slum clearance or
an crime occurrences. Although slum

renewal in Nigeria as factors enhance urb
ently spurred by government strides

clearance or renewal initiatives are appar
ing circumstances of these urban residents and their environment,

resulted into being counter-productive. For instance, in Nigeria,
rapid urban growth and endless expansion of big cities like Lagos, Enugu, Ibadan,
Kano can be characterised as producing the following outcomes Or effects:
unplanned urban sprawl, severe housing shortages, growth of slums and squatter
settlements, pollution (land, water and air); urban congestion and overcrowding;
homelessness (increasing number of urban residents sleeping under bridges
broken down vehicles, uncompleted buildings etc.); transportation problems a5
well as challenges of safety, security, and continuous threat of various forms of

conflict (Anugwom, 2023).

buttressing

to improve liv
it has however,
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presentation of Data

Table 1: Demographic distribution of respondents

i i
S',_.___N Deioprp e o Frequency Percentage (%) Mean  SD
1 Gender Male 79 568
Female 60 432
e 139 100.0 157 049
2 Age range 18-30 31 223
31-40 43 30.9
41-50 55 39.6
Above 51 10 72
Total 139 100.0 2.68 90117
3  Religion Christianity 76 54.67
Islam 63 453
ATR - .
Total 139 100.0 2.7698 42249
Occupation  Public/private
’ : employzes 76 547
Self employed 37 26.6
Security operatives 26 18.7
23597 .78026
Total
5 Marital status Married 83 53?
Single 46 3 y
Divorced I(; —
EI:TWEd 139 100.0 3.6691 37225
6  Educational . - 50.35
qualification ~Tertiary i0 287
Secondary 55
Primary , 21 58
No Formal education 8 e son 2374
Total 139 e ——

Source: Researchers Field Survey, 2023

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

202 Rewdings in Policing, Peace and Security (Vol., 2)

Table 1 presents a demographic report of the msm

out of the total 139 respondents, 79 (56.8%) identified as male, “-’hir::; of Bend,
identified as female. The distribution of respondents across diffe %
shows that the largest age group is 41-50, comprising 55 respon den[bt Fange.
followed by 31-40 with 43 respondents (30.9%). In terms of religion, th: {3?.6‘:s
of respondents, 76 (54.67%), identified ag Christianity, while 63 {45‘3%] id’:alflr_ity
as Islam. Notably, there were no respondents who identified aq Pmcmiﬂ:“f“ﬂ
African Traditional Religion (ATR). S of

In respect of occupation, the most common category among TeSponden
were public/private employee with 76 (54.7%) individuals, SCIf-E[nP]gyed fﬂrr;;
(26.6%) respondents, followed by security operatives’ respondents at 2¢ (18.7%)
Regarding marital status, 83 (59.7%) respondents reported being married, 1
(7.19%) being widowed, while 46 (33.1%) reported being single. No respondens
in this data set indicated being divorced or widowed.

Finally, in terms of educational qualifications, the vast majority of respondents,
70 (50.35%), had attained tertiary education, while 40 (28.7%) had a secondary
education. primary education secured 21(15.5%), while no formal education has
8(5.1%) respondents.

Overall, Table 1 provides a comprehensive overview of the demographic
characteristics of the respondents, including gender, agerange, religion, occupation,
marital status, and educational qualification. It can be deduced from the above
table that both employed and self-employed, formed majority respondents to the
study with high level of formal education an indication, This implies that well
informed residents of the study area had experience of knowledge of the subject
matter.

of Lagos State

SN Opinion Strongly Agree Not Sure Disagree Strongly | Mean | SD
Agree Disagree )

1 Unemployment B0(57.6%) 42(30.2%) 13(9.4%) 4(2.9%) . 442 U.i

2 _| Population density [ 28(20,19) 103(74.1%)[5(3.6%) | 3(2.2%) | - 412|036

3 Slum upgrading 41(29.5%) B1(58.3%) 17(12.2%)] - s 417 1063

4 Homelessness 16(11.5%) 95(68.3%) 21(15.1%) 7(5.0%) . .86 ﬂ;‘;——

Source: Rescarchers f ield Survey, 2023
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Jble 2 presents the responses to th sHon. "

n nit l::rime in some selected co ¢ question, © What are the causes of

communt y _ mmunities in Lagos State” It provides

. ohts into the perceptions of the respondents : ; P

insig S, regarding the various the causes
munity crime insome selected communities i ;

of com & g ities in Lagos State along with mean

ol stﬂndﬂf‘fl .devmtlm? (S.D) scores.

unemp o i " 2{;] N or responsible for community crime in Lagos State.

Addltmnally, 42 (30.2%) respondents agreed, while 13 (9.4%) were unsure, and 4

(2.9%) disagreed. The mean score for this factor is 4.42, indicating a high level of

agreement, and the standard deviation (SD) is 0.78, suggesting a moderate level of

variability in the responses.

In terms of population density, 28 (20.1%) respondents strongly agreed, while
the majority of 103 (74.1%) agreed with this factor. Only 5 (3.6%) respondents were
unsure, and 3 (2.2%) disagreed. The mean score for this factor is 4.12, indicating
a relatively high level of agreement, with a low standard deviation (SD) of 0.56,
indicating low variability in the responses.

For inadequate slum upgrading, 41 (29.5%) respondents strongly agreed, and
81 (58.3%) agreed with this factor. Furthermore, 17 (12.2%) respondents were
unsure, and there were no respondents who disagreed. The mean score for this
factor is 4.17, reflecting a high level of agreement, and the standard deviation (SD)
is 0.63, suggesting a moderate level of variability in the responses.

On homelessness, 16 (11.5%) respondents strongly agreed, and 95 (68.3%)
agreed that unregulated public transport system also contribute to one chance
crime in Lagos metropolis. On the other hand, 21 (15.1%) were unsure, and 7 (5.0%)
disagreed. The mean score for this cause is 3.86, indicating a relatively high level
of agreement, though slightly lower compared to the other factors. The standard
deviation (SD) is 0.67, suggesting a moderate level of variability in the responses.

Overall, Table 2 illustrates the respondents’ perspectives on the factors
responsible for community crime in Lagos State. Tlfe finding indicates that
unemployment, population density and slum upgrading are th? major causes
responsible for community crime in SOme selected communities in Lagos
State, while the contributing factor is homelessness. Accordingly, some of the
respondents asserted that in their community homelessness, population Increase
and unemployment are major factors are prompting many youths into different

types crimes common in the area, _ -
According to a security operative working with the LNSC,

me like drug and theft mostly sleeps

Some of th mitti [
ithing cri "
15 ynuths or Eldll“ com thing s, T his is the situatmn h‘.’.‘ﬂ.‘.Tht‘}’ have

under bridge, buses or mechanical workshop

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

204 Readings in Policing, Peace and Sccurity (Vol. 2)

no any other job than to engage in drugs and rob innn.c‘vnt resideny Roir

.;umi:{g back from work at late hours. At several occasions w have r.:i:h]j 0 gy
hideout, yet they return back because most them have no hoyges to st '
to care for them. (KIl/4Syrs/Police/Ikorodu/Male/ 2023),

Corroborating this assertion, the chairman of transport union, in Ikorog,
,l'] P
elaborately spoke on the matter: Garage

What we are currently experiencing in lkorodu now is the issue of home
youths below between 15 and 20 years old. The children like Bangsters majorly
night since don’t have a place to sleep. Many residents had fell victims of these boy,
by either snatching bags rob or collect their handset. At day time security Personne
alongside with the victim will now visit our garage thinking they could find here or
maybe the perpetrators are garage boys only to find out it was not, (sic) (KT1/4Syry
NURTW Chairman/Ikorodu/Male/ 2023).

lessnes,

Another respondent; A security agent in Egbede Police station of explained
that:

Unemployment is the major cause of crime in this community. A lot of the youths
have no job in this environment. Some were jobless because of government policy
that disallowed riding of motorcycle or became homeless as result of closing down
of slum areas. These youths take to d rugs, carry out petty theft and at odd hour rape
innocent lady going home. (KI1/39yrs/Police/Alimosho/Female/ 2023).

In another submission, a resident of Akewusola in Amuwo Odofin LGa said
thus:

This community is overcrowded by unknown persons. Any time government
destroy slum or send miscreant away living under the bridges, we see them in our
community looking for where to stay. They have no relative or parent or money to
rent houses They still ended hanging around looking for means to survive either

l;;;g;(ing into shops or engaging in selling of hard drug. (IDI/49yrs/resident/Female/

A victim who was robbed and raped by a gang of criminal in a community in
Alimosho LGA has this to say: yABIE

I'used to go to work carlier in the morning due
the road. But this faithfyl day, some homele
;Lt:lcl::lin:t rn;[:cd me and do away with my valuable property and money.” They
— ]ﬂ.l'm. ome !n stay. At several occasions they have been sent away by the

Ty agents but still return back. {IIIII\’IthwAIInlushu LGA/d6yrs/2023).

to long queue of vehicle along
s boys sleeping inside abandoned car
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A community le

ader attributed the probl ,
em of increase i
He said further: rease in popul

ation of Lagos

Years back during military regime nothing like mi i '

_ =y / miscreant hide i
environment. _Thfl_ population is moderate then and we can easily idm:ti;;ﬂ'tml:notll:;s
But the story is different from what is obtainable now. A lot of people pwrticulariy:

s of questionable character h 2
ynuﬂ‘l.‘- of q e ave overwhelmed sect é
community. (Il)lchsidenthkurndu.’46yrs.-’2l]23). SRR aeentotou

According to a security agent that handle crime in Amuwo Odofin LGA:

We are not many in our station to police every area and streets in the local
government. The only area we can cover, at least, we are doing our best to get rid
of criminal hideout tormenting the residents in the area. The population of this
community is density. The parents have no time to train their wards or children

pushing many youths into drug related crime. (IDI/ Polic DCO /Amuwo-Odofin
LGA /66yrs/2023).

Table 3: Respondents’ opinion on the roles of LNSC in curbing community crime in some
selected communities

SN Opinion Strongly | Agree Not Sure |Disagree | Strongly| Mean| SD
Agree

1 |Synergy with
other security

;gii?;:;:cmg 32(23.0%) | 75(54.0%) 32(23.0%) 100 |068
2 f:;;ﬂ secuny 19(35.3%) | 76(54.7%) | 11(7.9%) |3(2:2%) 423|068
3 :3::3:1;; 64(46.0%) | 53(38.1%) [21(15.1%) 1(0.7%) 430 |07
4 E?::c:;gi:ar;i?d:zﬁ:t. 3(22%) | 12(8.6%) 55(39.6%) | 69(49.6%) 237|033
il
5

Provides useful
carly warning signs

o A 4 2_9“'“) 430 0.66
of crime and violencd53(38.1%) | 79(568%) 32%) |42

Source: Researchers Field Survey, 2023
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Table 3 presents the roles of LNSC in curbing mm
n

communities in Lagos State. The table provides inform
and percentage of responses for each effect, along with
deviation (SD) scores.

Firstly, regarding intelligent gathering, a significant number of
(23.0%), strongly agreed, and 75 (54.0%) agreed with this role, The me,
this role is 4.00, indicating a relatively high level of agreement, i ElI‘II*A:
level of variability represented by the standard deviation (SD) of 0.68. Modery,

Secondly, in terms of community security engagement, 49 (35.3%) esponden
strongly agreed, and 76 (54.7%) agreed. A smaller portion of respondem:rﬁ
(7.9%), were unsure, and 3 (2.2%) disagreed. The mean score for this effect 4 b
suggesting a relatively high level of agreement, similar to the first role, vy, ,
standard deviation (SD) of 0.68.

Thirdly, patrol and surveillance were acknowledged by the majority of
respondents. 64 (46.0%) strongly agreed, and 53 (38.1%) agreed with this rqje
However, 21 (15.1%) respondents were unsure, and 1 (0.7%) disagreed. The mean
score for this effect is 4.30, indicating a relatively high level of agreement, and the
standard deviation (SD) is 0.75, suggesting a moderate level of variability.

Fourthly, concerning riding and arrest of criminal hideout in Lagos State,
3(2.2%) strongly agreed, and 12(8.6%) agreed with this role indicating a relative
mixed feeling perception of respondents to this role. On the other hand, 55(39.6%)
were unsure, and 69(49.6%) disagreed. The mean score for this role is 23,
indicating a relatively mixing feeling agreement, with a standard deviation (SD)
of 0.53, suggesting a disagreement in the responses.

Lastly, the study provided usefu] early warning signs of crime and violentt‘ad
(38.1%) respondents who strongly agreed, and 79 (56.8%) who agreed. Only3 [2{‘-’ J
respondents were unsure, and 4 (2.9%) disagreed. The mean score for this effect
is 4.30, indicating a rjelatively high level of agreement, and the standard deviatio®
(5L) is 0'@' suggesting a moderate leve] of Variability. Also, oral evidence mmt
;{“ZT,IUT};?:;“? .s,mzdl;fmd dﬂf?lﬁnstrated strongly correlation with quanhra:i::
c':: m'e ?n '»um:: cnhﬁi:;-dt e effectf'.teness of the agency in mitigating mml‘ljlll )

e .;:f the Liioc Communities of Lagos State, a respondent said th.l_b' ter

Patrol and response to dictrne. : re is mal
of urgency in this Community, T} ‘Pﬂnbv. to distress callg any time th_rt I8 e
erime scene, Though they hwy-il' :Ly are very active in mobij lising tl_mr nTu; .
battle, but they ap 1 at :‘ ¢ .:nuluf Power to effect arrest when it In“ﬂ"m'ﬁ-i 5
resynergy with Police authority to bring down crim™

with dangerous Weapo _
apons . G
136yrs/2023). I down, (llllf(.unmmnity leader /Amuwo-Odofin |

. Om

the megp, Q‘?Umf_j.

and Standdrd

l!'t".'s;f:m’:-rmi_,nrs n

3

-
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Another respondent, a zonal comm
much about their roles in ensuring co
Ourwork centred on community ¢
gathering on criminal and violent acti

ander .Df the LNSC in Alimosho enumerated

mmunity is free from crime:

0{1§ulta tion and collaboration on information

: : s : vities in the community. When we collect the

1nfnrmat'10rl\, we mobilise police and all other security agenci dt

rid of criminal element. Though, on some occasions wegcan ;Sr:}? I:lftr?t?e a?regsit
’

but when the situation is beyond our control. we inv: -
-+ we H
Ikorodu LGA /57yrs/2023). invite police to assist. (KIVLNSC/

A senior police officer working in Egb ' ; ;
“Tr gbeda Police station expl i i
with the activities of LNSC in the community: Hplein tls experience

I'm aware of their activities in this area. They supply us with useful information
about criminal hideout particularly homeless youths disturbing the peace of
this community. Besides that, they are always in a meeting with community
development association collecting information about how to improve security
situation in the community. At least, they have helped bring community policing
nearer to the grassroot more than what we can do as police authority. (KII/Female/
Police DSP/Alimosho LGA /61yrs/2023).

Another officer of LNSC spoke about their role in improve community security:

We have limited facilities to forcefully carry out an arrest of any suspected criminal.
So, what we do is to serve as surveillance, patrol around and gather early warning
signs about crime and violent activities threatening the peace and security of the
community. We robustly engage with Landlord associations community leaders
and key stakeholder in the community on how to strengthen security and safety of
the community. If it a matter of drug cartel, we invite the drug law enfnrcemen't to
arrest the suspects, while issues of criminal intent are being transfer to the police.

(KII/Female/LNSC’s officer/Ikorodu /31yrs/ 2023).

The local government commander of the agency in Amuwo Odofin has this to

say:

Wehave different types of departments working for different purposes. F?r in_stimce,

the anti-gender-based violence monitor issues of gfeland d?lm\t:: S‘::;’;::tif::ﬁ
: : i community. So also, we have

against young ladies and women In the ¢ community both in the

i in the
department that patrol and carry out surveillance in the ; ;
nigpht and day timz. We equally havea department that assist drug law enforcement

rs/ 2023).
in identifying hard drug takers. (KII;’MnlefLNSCMmuwn-ﬂduﬁn LGA /51yrs/ )
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Table 4: Respondents’ opinion on the efTectiveness of the LNSC in curbing comm
Unity ...
in some selected communities Y erim,

SN Response Very Effective Not Sure | Ineffective Mean [ —
L |
effective 0
1 Proactive response to B
1)
2 | Synergy with police in ——
mitigating crime 26(18.7%) | 106(76.3%) | 3(2.2%) 42.9%0 - | 4.1 0%
3 | Community security
consultations and
collaboration 28(20.1%) [104(74.8%)| - 7(5.0%) - | 410 | og
4 | Security patrol,
surveillance and
information gathering | 91(65.5%) |34(24.5%) | 11(7.9%) | 3(2.2%) - | 4.12 063
5 | Arrest and prosecution
of criminal 9(6.5%) |4(2.9%) 53(38.1%) | 73(52.5%)-| 4.26 071

Source: Researcher Field Survey, 2023

Table 4 provides insight into the effectiveness of the LNSC in curbing
community crime in some selected communities in Lagos State. The table presents
data on the frequency and percentage of responses for each constraint, along with
the mean and standard deviation (SD) scores.

One of the significant identified effectiveness of the agency is the proactive
response to crime scene. A notable proportion of respondents, 24 (17.3%),
indicated very effective proactive response to crime scene, while a majority of 101
(72.7%) aligned with. This suggests a widespread recognition to this effectiveness
of the agency. However, a small percentage of respondents, 7 (5.0%), EiPT‘-’i‘*‘i_
uncertainty, and an equal number ineffective. The mean score for this area of
effectiveness is 4.02, indicating a relatively high level of effectiveness “‘i'hlj a
moderate level of variability represented by the standard deviation (SD) ofﬁ-f‘}

Another observable effectiveness is the level of synergy with police in milib'"”“f:
crime. A considerable number of respondents, 26 (18.7%), showed that LNSC 15
very effective is synergizing with Nigeria police in mitigating crime in the stud)
area, while a majority of 106 (76.3%) indicated effective. Only a few responden®
3 (2.2%), expressed uncertainty, and 4 (2.9%) indicated ineffective. The mean scof®
for this variable is 4.11, suggesting a relatively high level of effectiveness of th

-
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ncy in synergy, with a standard iati

EE:L;;C;( vari):lbi]it)’ i thie resptriaes, deviation (SD) of 0.56, indic
On community security consultations, 3 sionif:

)8 (20.1%), stmngly' agreed that LNS{E"iZ'E:::l;f;CaZ;f[?rC:Paninn of respondents,
s mmunity on security matter, while 104 (74.8%) Shu(;fr:_:;e flfr‘l cionsulting with
no rcspﬂndﬂ'ﬂtsvwl}n were unsure about this this area of effecii:ch"-’e. There were
Jow level, 7(5‘0%? mdlca.ted ineffective. The mean score for thi ‘9“955- A'quemm
indicating a relatively high level of effectiveness, with a st’md& cg?tr;’.lm.t % a0k,
of 0.63, suggesting a moderate level of variability, PICaI seviatan (L)

Furthermore, respondents also indicated that LNSC is very effective i
information gathering with a notable number of responden}t’s 9?;(5‘;;“;’1;1
34(24.5%) effective, while smaller percentage of respondents, 11 (7 9‘5’;) ex rcssgc;
uncertainty, and 3 (2.2%) indicated ineffective. The mean 5{::)1'& for thi; coﬁsh'aint
is 4.12, indicating a relatively high level of agreement, with a standard deviation
(SD) of 0.63, suggesting a moderate level of variability.

Lastly, concerning, arrest and prosecution of criminals low percentage of
respondents, 9 (6.5%) agreed to this effectiveness of the agency, 4(6.5%) effective
and 53(38.1%) respondents were unsure. A larger proportion of respondents,
73(52.5%) indicated ineffectiveness of the agency in arrest and prosecution of
criminal. The mean score for this constraint is 4.26, indicating a disagreement with

astandard deviation (SD) of 0.71, suggesting a that the LSNCis ineffective in arrest
al. Oral interview equally demonstrated various areas of

ating a moderate

and prosecution of crimin
effectiveness of the agency.

According to security operative:

LNSC are active and hard working in this comm_unity, They have been :{ssistu:igmuisng}
crime detecting, investigation and aid in arresting mostly of the notorious Crifs
' are good in information

isi i . They
element terrorising the peace of the environment
gathering and sharing it with us. (K11/45yrs/Police/l korodu/Male/ 2023).

urity community leader explained that:

insecurityarrangement
P officers of LSNC
[ (KI1/39yrs/

Another respondent; A secC

Thecomingand the work of LNSChasbroughta
In our area. At least we are rest ass
are patrolling every place and that t
Police/Eghede/Female/ 2023).

hey wil

—
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\ssertion, a resident of Alimosho said thys.

Corroborating this

some days ago, when | was returning back from work, Ialmost fell ing, the h,
B [ o i # B g : . :
tf miscreants that normally rob innocent residents of their belongings, 1y “’thﬁq
A L L t a¢

e

intervention of the LNSC officers patrolling the area that saved me, | COnSidere.
sider

their presence very useful.

[lHl.-‘d?yrschnmlm"rcsidcnlMHmuslm! 2023).

A respondent explained about his perception on the activities of LSNe ;
in

Ikorodu:

arge of gender based violence in their office, Tp,
te issues of domestic assault and violence whic,
ave successfully prosecuted many rape

There is a department in ch

department always investiga
I considered it very good because they h

offenders in this community.
(1 DI/Male/55yrs/resident/Ikorodu LGA/ 2023).

A resident spoke on the institutional capacity of the agency:

They are very active and proactive in response to crime scene. But they cannot make
arrest in a situation where offenders are heavily armed with weapons. So, they still

have to depend on police with carrying guns to tackle serious criminal activities,
(IDI/Female/resident/Amuwo-Odofin LGA /34yrs/2023).

Discussion of findings
The findings from objective one showed the major causes of community crime

in the study area as population density, homelessness, unemployment and slum
upgrading. Other contributing factors as observed in the qualitative findings were
hard drug consumption and inadequate security coverage of the communities.
It should be noted that as against every other Local Government Areas in Lagos
State, the population density of Alimosho, Ikorodu and Amuwo Odofin were on
the high side. Also, interview respondents, noted that, their community does not
have enough security personnel to curb the increased crime rate resulting from
population density. Respondents also agreed that many restless, unidentified
and homeless youths now exist in their communities engaging in pickpockeﬁﬂg-
attack'ing innocent worshippers returning or going to worship centres early in the
morning and in some instances, raping innocent ladies going to or coming back
from work.

Braitywaite (1975)'s study lends credence that large cities are known for
anonymity, and anonymity of the city permits the criminal to commit his/her
offense with little fear of being recognised. Therefore, criminal intent men in 2
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P“F'”IalCd city lose their perception of accountability to their fellow men. Thi
study suggests that when a large number of people besiege a certain en. T :15
violence, social vices and crime are inevitable, due to wh!‘:t ;ould‘b > dcomriil;lf:il Yy
individual differences in human behaviour, as well as th:: overstr : I EZCrl ed as
architecture of the given community. ( HCHed sy

In c’{nﬁthﬂl’ vein, l.he Efforlts of the Lagos State Government in turning around
Lagos into a mega city, particularly, the destruction and upgrading of slum and
Shﬂl’fty areas seemed to be counter-productive as suggested in this study. The
findings of the study demonstrated that many residents have been rendered
homeless due to the shanty and slum communities destroyed by the government
without adequate provision for the residents of these destroyed slum communities
to be resettled in another community. Many of these homeless persons were found
in already overpopulated communities. while some of them engaged in different
community crimes, some indulge in illicit drug-related menace. This finding
corroborated with the study of Anugwom (2023) who argued that the negative
consequence of neighbourhood renewal is the possibility of evicting residents of
slum neighbourhoods, destruction of their property and means of livelihoods
without making adequate provisions for them. The implication of this is that,
when neighbourhoods are renewed or rebranded, more people are more likely to
be affected; thus, compounding the neighbourhood’s problems.

Another related cause is the issue of unemployment. Though this factor
received minimal input from interview respondents, however, the quantitative
result suggested a correlation between unemployment and crime in the study area.
This finding is in line with the study of IvyPanda (2024) that there is a link between
young people who have been unemployed for more than one year and property
crime. Hence, if suspected community criminals are meaningfully engaged in one
job or the other, the possibility of taken to crime will reduce and the community

will be free from insecurity. ‘

The study also investigated various roles playf:d b?' the Lagos Neighbourhood
Safety Corps (LNSC) in mitigating community crime in the study area. The resiilt
demonstrated that the agency majorly played .the role r:rf commu:iity SECurltg
engagement, providing useful early wami;ig signs o.f crime zmdl Vlolfnce, ::n 1
synergy with other security agencies in mitigating crime. They a S0 p a;Ir: .pz ro
and carry out surveillance in and around every street of thf: commL;;utijs. u; ing
showed that the agency carried out arrest and pros?’cutlon'af 0 en.ersl,.k uthlt
is done in collaboration with the other senior “sister” security a:genclles ike the
Nigeria Police, Nigeria Security and Civil Defence Corps and National Drug Law

Enforcement Agency. The duties of the agency (LNSC) as suggested in this study
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aligned with the objective of community policing and R

government to bring safety and security closer to the grassroog, — © the |
a For instance, LNSC was observed in the Sllui}' enga ‘
development associations rogul.u'l}' on how to improve the
their communities, collect and share useful information
with relevant security agencies to get rid of criminals,

This finding supported the human security model as Postulated 1
General Assembly (2012) that, community security can be achieved ti the [y
process of protecting people from critical (severe) and pervasive (yiq f““ hy
threats and situations. In achieving community security, Schanzer ot “t.
study supported the roles played by LNSC as unveiled in his study that t:-:;mm -
policing involves collaboration between police and community mfml;::trsl
characterised by problem-solving partnerships to enhance public safety. Th,
patrol and surveillance role played by the LNSC, in many ways complemente
efforts of State conventional security outfits in identifying hot spots and Crimina]
hideouts that needed to be raided.

Oral evidence showed that the routine security patrol carried out by the
agency helps scare away early morning criminals in the community. The finding
aligned with the study of Jude and Ernest (2018) that community policing entails
a systematic involvement and inclusion of credible local guards, vigilance groups,
able-bodied civilian youths, traditional rulers and chiefs into the conventional
police sub-system to achieve far-reaching success in crime prevention and control
at the grassroots. This study showed that establishing an organisation like LNSC
is very important in bridging the gap of safety and security at the community
level particularly, in Lagos city, where State security arrangements have been
overwhelmed.

Finally, the study assessed the effectiveness of the LNSC in curbing community
crime in the study area, and the result demonstrated that LNSC is very effcct}\‘f
majorly in proactive response to crime scenes, synergy with police in mitigating
crime, community security consultations and collaboration. Other areas of
effectiveness are security patrol, surveillance and information gathering, but
largely ineffective in the areas of arrest and prosecution of criminals. chlantS
of the study area perceived that the presence of the LNSC has reduced crime
particularly, early morning assaults and attacks being carried out by homeless
miscreants on innocent residents going to work or worship centers. .

In a similar vein, other security agencies’ respondents like the Nigeria F0™*"
Force, agreed that the activities of LNSC have assisted in policing the mmmllf“t.'ft
effectively. The finding is in line with the study of Vandegreft (2020) tha
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community policing had a positive effect on the co
of crime and improving the relationship betwe
Ndakotsu (2023) that community policing is e
about suspects and modalities of arresting a ¢
the gap in community security in the study
resence of community police known as Lagos Neighbourhood Safety Corps

On the ntl‘rer hand, community leaders perceived that if the a vez:::: cz:l;:{ be
armed, arresting and prosecuting identified criminal elements ‘nﬂ:::’tt:nulc:]l’r be easier
for the organisation, nevertheless, the community development associations ;ated
the routine patrol and proactive response of the agency to the crime scene as the
best alternative to crime and violence mitigation, and that it has reduced crime
incidences in their respective communities. This finding is supported by the work
of Akazue and Akinlotan (2021) that the use of community policing as a security
agent in ITkeja has led to a moderate decline in crime rates, and that the Ikeja

community perceived their role of community policing as positive compared to
the roles performed by the NPF.

mmunity, lessening the fear
en the police and the public, and
f_fective in generating information
riminal. This study suggested that
has been technically filled with the

Conclusion

The study concluded that that several factors caused community crimes in the
study area, including the effort of the Lagos State government to upgrade slum and
shanty areas, forcing residents of these slum and shanty communities to settleinan
already overpopulated communities without any security arrangement to mitigate
insecurity associated with the population density of the affected communities. In
order to curb this increasing crime rate in the study area, LNSC performed and
was very effective in proactive response to crime scenes, synf?rgising with p.olice in
mitigating crime, carrying out community security consultat}on, collgbcfratmf\ and
security patrol, but largely ineffective in arrest and proset?uhon of i:mr:nnals'm' t_he
study area because, LNSC is not permitted to carry arms in ?xecutmg' its activities
which has limited their strength in confronting notorious crime syndicates.

Recommendations
In view of the above findings, the study recommended that the government

of Lagos State should come up with holistic and wm:k'ablehpfhcjf P*;ZIL]&(:]. ﬂﬁz
homeless residents living in shanty and slum communities, t ta T;};m e low-};ost
affected by future urban development. This could be by C?ns 3;1 away without
tstates where they can be accommodated rather than Sendlr‘g e to the ‘szcurit}’ of
adequate provision, which may be may be counter-productiv

the affected communities.
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Though the community policing policy of Lagnsh

being proactive in crime mitigation at the grassroots, yet, to imprlr:‘;gdab]'@ for
LNSC, security personnel of LNSC should be trained and retrained naﬁne oles o
internationally for acquisition of more knowledge that wi]] make theirna".y anq
conform with international best practices. ACtivitjg,

Moreover, to combat the criminals that carry arms and ﬂmmunitinng'
communities, LNSC should create a special operational unit cnnsisting of tr:f the
personnel that will be equipped with arms, to navigate difficult situatiop Ineq
terrain that require the use of firearms. > ang
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