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CHAPTER 13
~= . WORLD POPULATION DISTRIBUTION AND PATTERNS

' Orire, Ismaila O.
Department of Geography and Environmental Management
University of [orin.

PATTERN OF WORLD POPULATION GROWTH W 3
It is estimated that 2020+ years ago the population of the wor |d was about 301:3 million. Fora |
very long time the world population did not grow significantly, with pe::m::ls c?f growth -
followed by periods of decline. The population of the world grew from 1.6 billion in 199(.5, 6
billion at the beginning of 2000 and to more than 6.6 billion by 2008 (Poston .an'd Buuwe'r,
2010). By the beginping of 2010, the world's population was getting close to 7 billion—that is

almost one billion people added to the total world population in the space of a t_ie'cad‘e.
world population to double to 600 millionin

Historically, it took more than 1600 years forthe _
1700, growing atan average annualrate of 0.8% to over 7.3 billion in 2015 (Maddison, 20?1 :
World Bank, 20]7; Wesley and Peterson, 2017). The United Nations 2019 pqpu!atmn
projection, opined that world population was expected to reach 9 billion by 2050. While by
continent, Asiaand Africa were projected to be the most populated regions by 2050 and 2100
respectively (See Figure 1). E g

* POPULATION GROWTH
BY CONTINENT, 2020-2100

" POPYLATION [ MALINE)
a

|
| ’ 2020 .2060 . 40 Suwiroe [Miisd Mations, 2019

Figure 1: Understanding World Population Growth by Continent (2|020 -2100)

More importantly, Africa in 2013 with just over 17% of global population was projected to
have the most growth globally (40%) by 2100 (Roser, 2013) even more than Asia having the
largest population concentration. The period in years required for papulation to double, in
developed and developing (are countries according to Mabogunje, [1980], where national 4
and urban population growth and infant mortality rates remain high} worlds at an average

annual growth rate during the 1930 to 2000 is equally shown in Table 1. The important point
to the world population. | 2

e 1 ,
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This is so as a result of the momentum created by the |
growth will be concentrated in certain regions; clsewhere, human numbers will stabilize or

evendecline. Equally worthy of note is that, the world population will continue to grow after
2050. Indeed, long-range population

projections by the United Nations indicate population
growth well into the 22nd century.

arge population base. Population

Table I: Population Doubling Years at Av

rerage Growth Rate between 1930 and '
Period World Developing Developed \
Countries Countries
1930 - - =
1950 71 59 114
1970 32 32 61
1990 35 30 83
2000 39 32 108

Within countries, populations will also continue to shift
becoming increasingly older and better educated. Migrat

increasingly important factor in international relations and the composition of national
populations. This exceedingly rapid rate of population growth affirmed by several scholars,
should of necessity be of a source of concern to humanity because of the increasingly
difficult challenges in respect to human and physical resources such as- agricultural
production, fresh water stores, loss of diversity, diminishing oceanic fish catch and energy
production, among others (Ehrlich, 1993; Gleick, 1997; Brown, ef al., 1998; Daily et al.,
1998; Wilson, 2002 and Orire, 2005) it often causes. High population growth may also
impede opportunities for economic development, increased risk of health for women and

children and as a matter of fact erode the quality of life by reducing access to education,
nutrition, employment and source of resources such zs portable water (BDHS, 2000 Orire
and Olorunfemi, 2017) _

from rural to urban areas, while
ion between countries will be an

Furthermore, it is worthy of note that the age structure of a population affects a nation's key
socio-economic issues. For instance, the age structure has

tremendous impact on economic
growth, savings, investments, housing, taxation, consumption and intergenerational
transfers (United Nations, 2002) as well as political and policy directions émong others.hoth
at the developing and developed world n

ations. A vivid example on the aforementioned
structural pattern in age between these two world economic

zones by the UN population
prospects 2011 is shown in Figure 2,
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Figure2: Age and Sex Structure of Developed and Developing Countries

Source: United Natjons Population Division, World Population Prospects: The 2010 Revision,
medium variant (2011). https://images.flatworldknowledge.com/berglee/berglee-fig0d1_025.jpg

.~ WORLD POPULATION DISTRIBUTION )
It is an established fact by scholars like Osoro (1991); Kendall, (1992), Wilson, 2002), and

—.  Speidel et al.; (2009) that most of the world's population growth occurs in poor &evelopiqg i
nations and they are least able to support rapid population growth. However, ithis rapid -

. .- »'growth of the world population is a recent phenomenon in the history of the world. The world B
.- papulation was estimated at 791 million in 1750, with 64% in Asia, 21% in Europe and 13% - 1

in Africa. Northern America was still nearly empty. By 1900, 150 years later, the world
population had only slightly more than doubled, to 1.7 billion. The major growth had been in-

Europe, whose share had increased to 25%, and in Northern America and in Latin America, = &

whose share had increased to 5% each.

Meanwhile the share of Asia had decreased to 57% and that of Africa to 8%. The growth of
the world population accelerated after 1900, with 2.5 billion in 1950, a 53% increase in 50
years (UNESCO, 2010). Around this same time, countries like Belgium and the Philippines =
were reported by Van Bavel (2013), to have had more or less around 7 million people, and by - 2

2000 both had clocked around 10 and 76 million people.

The rapid growth of the world population started in 1950, with a sharp reduction in mortality

in the less developed regions (Van Bavel, 2013), resulting in an estimated population of 6.1

billion in the year 2000, nearly two-and-a-half times the population in 1950. With the
declines in fertility in most of the world, the global growth rate of population has been
decreasing since its peak of 2.0% in 1965-1970. In 1998, the world's population stood at 5.9
billion and is growing at 1.3% per year, or an annual net addition of 78 million people.
Furthermore, the total world population reached 7 billion just after 2010. The United Nations
had also projected that world population would have exceeded 8 billion by 2025 (United

Nations, 2013).
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{}}ﬂiltﬁ;l;ﬁz D]l::fllé%;% [t]lllz '?‘:g?]ili"p' population growth estimates and projections of the
’ 1S expected t il :

at 59%, that og'Afnca will have more than doubled, to 20%, and that of Latin America nlefr? -

doubled, to 9/'3' Meanwhlle the share of Europe will dacljine to 7%, less than one third ilfs

peak ]e‘f{’l' While m 190_0' the population of Europe was three times th:'it of Africa, in 2050 the

population of Africa will be nearly three times that of Europe (because more ’than half of

ﬁ:&g;gg%“ﬁ;;:ﬁn growth between now and 2050 is expected to occur in Africa, United

POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS

Social and Economic Characteristics of Population. |
Social and economic characteristics of population are very important as a result of the roles '.
they P_lﬂ}f_- in population distribution, rate of growth, size of the family, pattern ol |
consumption and production, demand for goods and services, and relationship between
occupation and resources. The component of population such as age, sex, nationality, miarital
status, economic status, Religign etc., are all referred to as Components of Population. Some |
of these components are innate (in-born), i.e. they are predetermined e.g. Sex (M orF), Age,
Home town etc. Some of these characteristics are required e.g. whether you want to have a
family or not, in the society it comes a time that they expect someone to get into the marriage
market. Some of these characteristics are also Individual i.e., pertaining to oneself (it is our
choice) e.g. in marriage you choose whom to marry, what type of marriage to do, may be
church, mosque or court etc. there are some of these characteristics that are Communal e.g.
religion, race etc. all these characteristics are measurable. For any meaningful populatior
study, you cannot ignore any of these characteristics.

b
i
E
E
by
:
i

Al Race: The meaning of this depends on the definer. Scientists today have agreed that

there is only one human race. Although, some still believe in the supremacy of race

i.e., that their race is superior to other races. We also have race tension. Race is based

upen biological inheritance. It is the sum total of the physical characteristics of our

skin colour, shape of our skull, our nasal form, hair type (straight, curly, wavy), your
blood group, your physical stature, the type and colour of our eye, and all these can
be measured. In the view of this characteristics, the racial groups can be as follows:

i. | Caucasoid: are the so called whites. They are the people with fair to lixgbt

' brown skin, medium in stature, narrow to middle faces, straight wavy hairg;
" and long noses. This race is indigenous to the Europeans, Middle East, West
. Asiaand North America. :

ii. Mongoloid: they are the so called yellow people. They are yellow to
reddish in skin colour. They are short to medium in stature, broad faced,
small noses, and straight haired. They are found in Northern Asia, the
Eskimos and the red Indians. They are the Japanese.

iii. Negroid: are the so called black people, with medium stature, medium
width of faces, broad noses, and thick lips, coarse hair usually curly or
wavy. We have them in Australiaand indigenous to Africa.

iv. Australoid; “Australoid” was coined in ethnology in the mid-19" century

describing the aboriginal people of Australia, Melanesia, and parts o

g Southeast Asia. These people are black, short in stature, long faced, full lips

‘E: “ Social Sciences £+ Beginners Vol 1 (Geography and Economics) ! e Page 168
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found in South Asia and Southern part of India.

3 Ca:pm(l: are yellowish-brown people, short in stature, flat faces, black
haired, and some strange eye folds, found in South Africa, the Bushmen and
Hottentots. Alsc-,' their women are identified with their big
buttocks. Scholars like Vedder and Spannaus divided the Hottentots into
Cape Hottentots, Korana, and Nama, and are considered as Hamitic
race that had contacts with Arabs, Bantu, and Bushmen, and speaks three
dialects of ? common language (Dreyer, 1931).

These are the main races, although we also have the sub-races such as: Pigmies who are the
sub-race of tl_le Negroid. Asiatic are the sub-race of Caucasoid. Apart from races, we still
pave the ethnic groups e.g. Yoruba, Igbo, Hausa etc., but we can also call them tribes. Within
the ethnic groups, we have clans especially in Eastern Nigeria where they are referred as

qutonomous units. In the c}a_n, we also have many families until we come to an individual.

B. Age: Age affects alll aspects of individual and communal land, as well as economic,
social and political behavior. Age itself is affected by mortality, fertility and
migration (this age is referred to as the age of the population). As importantas age is,
it is very difficult to obtain data about ages especially in illiterate societies as 2 result
ofignorancg, taboo, carelessness, and deliberate effort to falsify age. These are ways

statistical technique on age data can be collected. For practical purposes, we classify

age into 3 groups:
1. Infants and Adolescence (0-14;0r0—19);
2. Adults (could be 15- 59: or20-59); and
3 Aged (60 yrs. and above). These are the 3 age categories.

e T

Economic Significance and Importance of these Age Groups
The criteria for this categorizalion is based on the contributions of each o the economy,

their reproductive behavior, social well being efc.

Group I: Infants: are the non-productive and sometimes non-reproductive. In almost all
societies, they are consumers, are normally taken care of, and are in school (always
dependent). Notwithstanding few occasions where in SOme processes are reproductive. We
can say about 90% of lhe'pl are non-reproductive. In the less developed countries, the
percentage of the infants or adolescence could be as high as 50%, while in developed

societies, it could be about 30% or less in some areas.

Group II: Adults: They are the productive and reproductive group. They are the main
producers, workers, are the group bearing children, they sustain the economy. The burden of
society rests on them. In the developed countries, they account for between 50 — 55%, are
economically active while in less developed societies could be as low as40%.

Group III: Aged: are the retired people, non-productive although unlike the adolescents,
heir reproductive capacities are very low, i.e. the females are no longer reproductive, while
the males are. We tend to have more women and they tends to live longer than men. Their
percentage in the gociety ie. in the developed countries are more than the developing
countries because they don'thave record of age, so they tend to guess theirages.

Social Sciences for Beginners Vol 1 (Geography and Economics) Page 169
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Sex: A combination of Age & Sex -
(=

loE of planning. Thus, the cons : TY important jnd; :
there are about 3 types of truction of Age-Sex ICator that have or involve a

his pyram; Pyramid is very im
shapeof Age-Sexpyramid, > - 1h€Se are stationary, REg?essiVZD::gtﬁrIigz’s:?::

a. 'Il'he Sin gllgfopulstil on: This falls into three categories
x rsons be ; |
cghntry to 2;;2‘;8%11 AEe of marriage. Legal age Dfmaf'riagt? varies from
| 18years (male d.f I Instance, 1ihe legal age of marriage in Nigeria is |
 18ycars), G and female), Japan is 20 (both male and female), Kenya is |
| ang sl 5 ermany ; 18years (male and female), Liberia; Female -18years |
d male 2lyears UK; 18years (male and female), India; female-18years
= m?le. 21. years, US; 18years (male and female) except Nebraska (19)
. and Mississippi(21) :
|

Unmarried adults desiring to marry at some time or the other.

Celibates-vowed never to get married (reverend sisters and reverend
fat}lers)- The proportion of people in this category is increasing on
daily basis as a result of socioeconomic changes and decline-in the
significance of marriage. The number is rising steadily in recent years
which might be explained that the significance of marriage as a universal
phenomenon is declining as a result of socio-economic changes. -

i
iii.

C |
L

k. b Married population- There are three types of marriage ' .
e | L. | Monogamy. g T
i ii. | Polygamy (in most African countries significant proportion of the marital

unions not recorded for demographic analysis).
iii. | Polyandry

‘Each of these :may be established legally depending on the society. Howevgr, polygamy

~ could be in different forms to include polygyny and polyandry. Polygamous marriage is
> 1 - widely spread in African countries especially in Nigerian societies while monogamous is
3 ',":'; more spread in advanced countries. . | '

i 1, Monogamous marriage: consists of the union of a single male and female. Itis the

H commonest fofm of marriage among the Christian faith. It was accepted in England
inthe 17th century. .

Bl i Polygamy also known as polygyny marriage: consists of the union of one man to
e more than one wife. This form of marriage was accepted by the church and state
before the middle of the 17" century. However, it is still acceptable to the Islamic
faith (marriage to a maximum of four women at a time) and in many traditional
societies the world over. ' ‘

iii, Polyandry marriage: according to britannica.com is a term derived from the Greek
polys, “many,” and aner, andros, “man.” This is a marriage of a woman to two or

| .
4 . s
o B T e B - -
|""-u—-._|.-|-.u.nr-|- E LTI ¥ -
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more men at the same time. This form of marriage is not common but it is still
practiced and understanding of the variables that define the term is said to still been
evolving. It is as a result of fewer numbers of female than the male. Bride price is
always high in this form of marriage. It is common in India and the Plateau of Tibet
(a region shared by India, Nepal, and the Tibet Autonomous Region of China) and

the Marquesas Islands in the South Pacific..

Other forms of marriage include:
Iv. Fraternal Polyandry: A situation whereby a woman marries more than one brother,

the institution is called adelphic, or fraternal, polyandry. It is being practiced in some
parts of India. Here, children are often said to be descended from the eldest brother
alone, while in other cases fatherhood is established through a ceremony or the

children are said to have descended from all the husbands equally.

L P mgl:CSSi\’e Monogainy: when aman marries a woman, after sometime divorces her
_ and picks another woman again to marry. It is common in European countries.
VL Sororal Marriage: This is a marriage between a man and two sisters from the same

p.arent usually marriage to deceased wife's sister (a widower marries a younger
sister) or ifthe wife has proven infertile.

c. Widowhood
Widowhood affects both mnale and female depending on the death of the opposite sex and so

widowhood is the state of having lost one's spouse to death. Becoming a widow is often a
very detrimental and life changing time in a spouse's life. A widow is a woman whose
hl_{_Sband has died while a widower is a man who lost his wife. There is the liketihood of
women experiencing widowhood than men because men usually marry later than women.
And nete that one's risk of exposure to spousal death increases with age (Chen er at., 2020).
The numbers of widows in the world is more than widowers because men often re-marry
after losing their spouses than women. Also, large population of the men have more than one
wife. The implication of marriage to widows and widowers is that, widows want !ess child
bearing while widowers start afresh. For example, in Britain year 1963, there were about
3million widows against 9,000 widowers both of which creates economic probiem. When
the husband is much older than the wife, the chance that the wife becomes a widow is very
high. Meaning that women as opined by (Stroebe ef al,, 2001; Shear et al., 2013), tends to
live longer and are more likely to experience bereavement than men. Generallv, grief and
bereavement responses due to the loss of a spouse increases vulnerability to psychological

and physical illnesses (Buckley, 2012; Ramadas and Kuttichira, 2013).

d. Divorce:
This is very common in advanced societies while in traditional socielies, it is termed as a

taboo. In the Muslim community, divorce is allowed but frowned at. Divorce creates some
societal problems and these could be psychological in nature for the children from broken
marriages. It is common in urban areas than rural areas. The younger you are when you go

into marriage, the more you arc likely to divorce.
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