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Department of Counsellor Education
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Bolu-Steve, Foluke Nike, Ph.D

University of Norin, Horin

Ajisegiri Fatimoh
University of HNorin, llorin
Abstract

English language is not only the lingua franca of the Nigerian society
but also a core subject that determines the future of secondary school
students. Thus, stakeholders in education sector are concerned
about the performance of students in English Language. This study
therefore investigated the expression of secondary school students in
llorin metropolis, Nigeria on influence of Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) on performance in English
Language. Two hundred and Jifty (250) respondents were selected
using simple random sampling technigue. The questionnaire type of
instrument was used to gather the required data. The instrument was
tagged “Influence of ICT on Performance in English (TIPEQ) ", One
research question was raised and answered while three null
hypotheses were tested. Results showed that ICT enhances faster
understanding of English grammar. There was no significani
difference in the expression of male and Jemale respondents on the
influence of ICT on performance in English Language. The main
implication of these findings is that students need to maximize the
use of ICT while learning skills in English Language. It was
recommended that professional counsellors should be involved in
sensitizing students on the importance of ICT on teaching and
learning of English Language. Policy makers, educational

ministrators, curriculum planners and implementers should
ensure that there is adeguate provision and utilization of ICT
“Specially in teaching English Language,

Keywords; English Language, ICT, lingua francca, Perception, Performance
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Introduction .

The fact that English language remanins the most st hican subject i the SeCOnda
school curriculum is incontestable. 1115 nol only Imporant as core subjeg h11:1
cqually helps studenis 1o understand the wachers ”']'-";""""-"?" i all subjects. A litm
grasp of the English language enhances adequate performance, success in Ieaarming,
and adequate understanding of examination processes; little wonder the subjecy i
often referred to as the key to all other subjects. In addition, the importance of
English language is not limited to llu_: m:hm_-rl uurn_uulum h}:l even ll_w entire nationg|
life. The language (English), which is the lingua franca of the multilingual Nigerian
society, dates back to the late sixteenth and carly seventeeth centuries when fhy
British merchants settled on the soil of Nigeria. Considering its instrumental gue-
kﬂ-p|ng functions. Sir Richard's Constitution in 1947 reinstated I'.IHHHHI\ as the
premier and official language in Nigeria (Danladi, 2013). The language gradually
grew to become the major medium for inter-ethnic communication and a measure
that facilitates cultural unity of the complicated diverse linguistic, economic and
educational developments in Nigeria.

Since its adoption as the official language, English has maintained its status as the
instruction language in schools and colleges. Over the years English language
remained a core school subject of highest importance especially at secondary level of
education. It is particularly stated that the core subjects at junior secondary level
include English language while the senior secondary has six core subjects of which
English language is one of the most required. Moreso, to be eligible for admission to
universities and other tertiary institutions of learning, candidates must pass English
language at credit or distinction level. That provides explanation on why the West
African Examination Council (WAEC), the traditional examination body in Nigeria
and the G?Uﬂhj‘*bﬂ.'i?ﬂ quinnal Examination Council (NECO) stipulated a minimum
and maximum registration of seven and nine subjects respectively for Senior
Secondary Certificate Examination (SSCE), which must include English language in
particular. Onyukwu (2011) stated that admission into post-secondary level of

education is predicated upon adequate performance in English lan
; : deg guage. The study
established that the Joint Admissions and Matriculation Board (JAMB), the agency
anchoring the Unified Tertiary Matriculation Examination (UTME) stipulated that
::ﬁ::d r::g; take uxa;n Il'?::luﬂfl!?t in English and three subjects related to their
I course of study. This depicts that perform i i ines
the future studies and careers of the students. e i

Given the importance of English lan -
students perform ﬁEditﬂbIFE!:r-:" in i?';:f“ as a subject, common sense demands that

ects including English and

Prtimiation Councll, 2015). Acsording to Ouitig (oo o8, (West Afiicms

011), the statistics of result of
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2R Stdents (ahout 9.9 01 i 1, 2 404 u-nj.h-“ﬂ:t":y Phrnbing
papet W the school certifivate CRAMHon betweey 1994 jyq4) III‘JLII;::HIM! -
eredit fevel (Ckwuka, 2000, Similarly. he WAEC enrolime
revealed it a total 4300458 candidates sut oy Fnglish
the semor school certificate examination oup of
ciedited the subject tanging from AL-Ct,
ordimary pass which is equivilent 1o lnibure
e the ety mstituhions or universities

(43.9%) af the total population Fanbed English language within ihis period under
review (Chukwuka, 2003 Considering the  various rEports on studenty
performance in the Foglish language in both lower examinations and the senioe
school certilicate examinmtions, one would fiel exasperated by the percemtage of
Filure at dilferent levels, These ugly revelations may suggest that the performance
of Nigena students in English language is below wverage. Owing to this painful
sttuation, there had been series of suggestions on how to enhanee betier performance
English especially any secondary school students. Some of the perceived solutions
are the need to discournge mother tongue interference and the needs for overhauling
English language curriculum.  Apant from these, there is 0 major factor that could
undermine the performance of students in English language lwhuzhl i5 the
unavailability of modern instructional materinls, especially Information and
Communication Technologies (1CTs), The role of Ill.!ul.:lmnl in the overall
performance of students under o particular instruction in school cannot be
' i7e v are custodi [knowledge as well as the determiners of the
overemphasized. They are custodians of kn i gy
pedagogy used in the process of imparting knowledge to the Iln:urnul-r:s\-I . l-;'-;“ e
likely to adopt a technique which they perceived g:ulmhlr: o the '.'m' B ol
R o N 7 P + values and functions of ICT in the modern day
punn.ul.lr:.-.ml.::.pl, Considering the va bes i . ek reeption of
education it becomes imperative to particularly investigate | ;:.:I Tunw
teachers on the influence of 1CT on students' performunce in English language.

vl y
L L{THT
avsed by
W Trem 2000 4, 200
lngunge ERAMImation 5
whicly unly I,llH'I.‘.Mli","n"-l
FASLONT candidates (3. 24%) Illml

due 1o s mability 1o ferch admission
- Furthermore, 1,90) 214 candidatey

: ] jon with
The introduction and use of 1CT in education _l:mk an .u:mluu-.murﬁrl ﬂlﬁ';:f;;;lm o
each stage having its peculiarity. Thus, the ancient practice :I\'HH F“ and Glen (2003),
by scientific discoveries and inventions. Munr_tlmg to An crsll.ld be systematically
e metamorphosis in the educational application of 1CT mﬁ'} new technologies
linked 1o the earlier terms such ns i:lfuntm_liun tﬂl:lult?ll‘f}; -{tltl;llluse technologies
and computer tech nology (CT). Thus, ICT is ut:nugu!l:-’ re "I - ing and prﬁuﬂﬂﬂﬂ or
that are uged for accessing, gathering, manipulating, [m:l I}E"F'T is an umbrella ferm
“OMmunicating information. Martin (2005) opined tha

: sing radio,
- ! LS i1 L"ni-mmmﬁ
hat includes any communication device or applicatit
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television, cellular phones, computer and network hardware und software, el
svstems and so on. Relating it to its n:‘..n'lul_mn- Oliver (2002) stated that 1CT iy giyer,
used as an extended synonym for information 1::E;hl!!u|u?;'f (IT), but is a mare specific
term that stresses the role of unified communications and the imegration of
telecommunications (telephone lines and wircless signals), computer ay wel] &
necessary enterprise software, middleware nn_{l slOrage systems which enables yyen,
to access, store, transmil and manipulate information. Smith (2003) therefire
identifies some ICT components that enhance effective classroom leaming. 7 hey
include intranet and internet network such as Hypertext Transfer Proweo] weh
services (HTTP), Simple Mail Transfer Protocol and Internet Protocol (IP); e-books
such as book-length publication in digital form consisting of text, images or both:
online, which include discussion site; interactive white board; overhead projecis
{ottp); computer; flash game and preei.

It has become a known fact that literacy in ICT 15 fundamental to life in the modem
technological society. It is therefore imperative ICT is successfully integrated intg
English curriculum and English pedagogical practice in order to eqguip students 1o be
literate lifelong learners and global citizens of the 21° century. Since the term
literacy’ has acquire a new definition as being the capacity to read and write
multimodal texts and to understand what is entailed in their operations, reception and
production, the learning of proficiency in English language therefore required ability
to effectively use ICT. Thus, the use of ICTs in the English languape classroom
signals a shift from the conventional positions of teacher-centered 10 a modern
collaborative approach of leaming. The English language teachers are now assistad
to explore a wide range of modemn technologies to creditably discharge their
professional functions, Amongst such ICT platforms used are discussion boards, &-
mails, web guests, mobile phone services, chat-room and many more. These
applications open reciprocal dialogue between members of the class community znd
may be extended to the school community at large and the wider society through
activities, such as blogs and wikis (Kinzie, 2005). With the introduction of ICT 2nd
:ﬁls promising potentials to influence classroom instruction, many researchers znd

n United States of America. Specifically, evidence showed in the study tha: there
was a high positive impact of ICT on atlainment in English. Afier mtroducing
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effectively anc o Cevelop literucy skilly including skiflg j <oUMUNicae |
anctions of ICT in enhancing Jdl.’l.*tllil'ttp'l..‘]" ein Eror €itical |

overemphasized. According 1o (_'},uk“.uhmmm“ In English jup mlh‘racy, The
sdents o develop and apply skills, kno
composing, responding, presenting and mak;
3 seminar submission, the English Teach
enables students to apply their existing a
graphics and electronic communication while : D Eugl:
setivities. Smith (2003) and Beavis (2006) highlighted some 'Ll:rl‘lu'-:lzﬁlmh

srudents’ performance in English language. He stated that ICT ces of ICT on

iy _ enables students 1o:
. Access information and respond to a wide range of text;

. Organise and present information in a vanety of forms;

. Compose a wide range of texts for a broad range of purposes;

. Compose for real audiences: and

. Develop understanding of language and critical literacy.

In many developed societies of the world (such as the USA, Europe, China and
Canada) where majority of the population have access to modermn communication
technologies teaching and learning are computer-driven. The dimension helps the
students to acquire and develop skills that promote adequate assimilation and
uilization of knowledge. However, classroom instruction in Nigeria is still
bedeviled with a lot of challenges in the modemn technology. In this respect,
Oyewole and Oke (2011) inferred that ICT is relatively a very new development in
Nigeria educational system. Given the significance at ICT to leamning (especially
English language), concerted efforts are being channeled by stakcholders in the
tion sector towards ICT-driven teaching and learning in order to enhance
udents’ performance (Seweje, 2006, Kayode & Ojo, 2011). However, the
pérception of teachers on the influence of ICT on students' performance l:::
imperative if the objectives of ICT-driven educational programme .“"““1"1. :
schieved. Thus, the improved learning and subsequent performance in E"Ei::h“
lenguage is subject to the influence of ICT on students leamning activities ":}nglm
Ajisegiri (2013) found there was no significant difference in thelmm b
Performance in English Language among secondary school s (2015) found
Metropolis on the basis of gender and school type. Hﬂ"{"’ﬂt_‘{ﬂf ::EEE nﬂf ICT on their
'Bnificant difference among secondary students on in u;;“ ined that ICT is a
ic activities based on. In another view, Megha (2 ) op educative
i o ion which may include ;
Measure that supports activities involving information

4 ]rmsi“ storng
POgrammes. The process of such measure includes Eﬂmﬂu!::tﬂ;-ill mm.mﬂﬁ‘“‘
Presenting data.  Thus, ICT covers any qu“c:[ in a digital form. Upon
Pulate, transmit, or receive information electronically

u‘lj!..pﬂ:mj“‘ Rﬂnjﬂ.n (2011 } stated that ICTs are diverse Eﬂlﬂfll.'-’fhﬂﬂ

o T L |
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Research Question " A

| What iz the c:l.,l'lq'q:ggh1|1q,s['5tuu_l|:11ls4.'|l1. mfuence of 10T on then Perfsmance i
English language?

Research Hypotheses _ . _ |

1 There is no significamt difference in the expression of students on mNuenee of

ICT on performance in English language based ol ﬁulld of study _

There is no significant difference in the expression of students on inlluence of
1CT on performance in English language based -I.uwl.-mﬁ level

There is no significant difference in the perception of teachers on inlluence of
ICT on students' performance in English language based on pender.

Method

The descriptive survey method was adopted for the study, A quantitative approach
was used to collect data from respondents, The researchers designed a questionnaire
titled “Influence of ICT on Performance in English language™. The three A jor
variables contained in the instrument are field ol study, class level and gender, A total
of two hundred and fifty (250) respondents were involved in the study.  The simple

random sampling procedure was used to select the students in both junior and senior
snc:?nda.rj' school levels. The respondents were stratified in accordance with the
vanables of the study. Thus, simple random sumpling gives equal chance of being
selected to all members of the population: it is o probability sampling procedure,
Descriptive analysis was used for the demographic features of the participants. Also,

ied to rank the expression of
nglish language. The t-test and
ied to test the hypotheses at 0.05

2,

3

¢ demographic data showed that majority of the respondents (65%)
pondents who are in senior secondary formed the
than male participants. tal selected. There were also more females (55%)
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rable 1: Socio-Demaographic Characteristics of Respanden
e — — el 5

Vialumm 772

Characteristics Frequency (N=250) 5 _
“Field of Study T [EEE‘EIE__
163
?S:mmciul 52 a2l
PR 15 210
Seience d 140

Class Level |
genior Sec. Level 138 -
Junior Sec. Level 112 45'{}
Gender )
Male 112 45 ()
Female 138 55.0

The demographic data shows that, 163 (65.0%) of the respondents are from the field
of arts while 52 (21.0%) and 35 (14.0%) are from the fields of commerce and sciences
respectively. Respondents from senior secondary school level formed 55% while
junior secondary school formed 45% of the selected sample. The male and female

respondents were 112 (43%) and 138 (55%) respectively.

Table 2: Rank order of students’ expression of Influence of ICT on

Performance in English language

No In my view, ICT Mean  Rank
score

I.  enhances good verbal communication 3.13 1"
2. enhances high performance in comprehension 3.10 2™
3, enables faster reading 3.07 3"
4, helps to translate languages faster 302 4"

5 improves skills in syntax 2.94 "
6. improves writing skills 291 6"
. helps in the daily application of English s
8. improves grammatical construction 2.82 E:
9. improves ability to listen attentively 2.79 9

0. improves ability to read clearly 2.72 10"

Table 2 reveals that ICT enhances good verbal communication of students in En!laﬂ

Language. It also enhances high performance in comprehension
enables students to read faster. Nevertheless, the respondents generally

expressed influence of ICT on their pe
as bein itive.
HmmT:s[[ng Epos
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] J flerence in the expression of student
e There ix ner sigaificant differeace i ; it o
,:: “;1 ":’ ;:-:-,:. J: et i Endisl language based on field oof stuely

Tuble 3: ANOVA results showing the expression of respondents hageq ON fielg of

fn J“-H"rﬂ'f'{ f.br

study
Sources of Variance  df  Sum of  Mean square CW'
Squares F- E.
. ; ratio valug
Between groups 2 1320.38 610.14 216 309
Within groups 247  1274.22 67.86
Total 249 2594.60

e

Resultof the ANOVA on table 3 shows that the null hypothesis was accepled since the
calculated F-ratio (2, 16) is less than the eritical F-value (3.00),

Ho2: There is no significant difference in the expression of students on influence of
ICT on performance in English language based on class level
Table 4: The t-test result showing the expression of respondents based on class

— level
Class level d N Mean Standard df  Cal.t- Crit
Deviation vilue t-
- vilue
Junior sec. sch. 112 65.30 6.27 248 1.03 | 9%
Senior sec. sch, 138 64.45 1.95

Result of the t-test in table 4 shows that the hypothesis was accepted because the
eritical t-value (1.96) is greater than the calculated t-value (1.03).
Hed: There is no significant difference in the expression of students on influence of
ICTon performance in English language based on gender

Table 5:The t-test results on perception of respondents based on gender
Gender N Mean  Standard df  Cal.t- Crit

Deviation val t-val
Male 100 6440 6.49 248 0.89 196
Female 150  63.25 8.31

The Information ang

Communication T h R i ver
relevant - . echnology is rapidly becoming an €
Emcﬁlf:i:f?:mﬂhﬂlﬁlzf;t :fiz“ru FHP'":':'I“"I!’ in the nngzi:ing}rllst ci:niu?'}i It has
English language i 5 ucation in general and the teaching and learning of

articular, |y jg rather unfortunate that the performance o
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[he results from the current study rey enled that
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rellected in the results of responge ranking, '.'rlm.:":“.imh ifl ke,
fen tlems 0 the instrument used (Ref bl “'“I'.:“""-'fl |l_1|.:lt_m.,-nn mnmnllmml
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al literaey, The re :
further showed that students expressed ::EI;‘}M I:l:_.i;:'““ﬂ ol the ;
communication, high performance in comprehension |Imd rl.:;:iTi'c}fl 1mlflmcm“ Yewoul
has carlier been established by Chukwuka (201 1 that I{}‘r’l‘ul??d ':"““- Thia
performance i English  language especially in the area uF I:.ndfitudmtn
comprehension. Thus, the use of ICT by both teachers and students will h::l:hu?nd
effective performance and reduce the worrisome poor performance in En I:;
language. K

[twas discovered in the present study that, students from different fields of study are
similar in their expression of influence of 1CT on performance in English language.
This is in line with the carlier submission of Oniha (2011), that teachers generally
believe in the efficacy of ICT to improve students' performance in English language,
The unison of the previous and present studies could be due to the fact that students,
imespective of field of study, are more aware of the functions of ICT in teaching and
learning in the modern world. The results of this study also revealed that respondents
were similar in their expression of influence of ICT on students’ performance in
English language based on class level. This agrees with the findings of English
Teachers Association (2011) that no matter one's gender or experience, it has become
a general view that ICT improves students' performance in English language. Thilﬁ
suggests that students appreciate the impact of ICT on learning and would thus Tliilli
itasmuch as possible. Nevertheless, students may be required to acquire mofs &

inthe modern technology to be able to adequately use ICT. Teachers mrt“r I::r:t ?h:;:_.“
such direction so as to improve their ability to use ICT in teaching F-“EI‘:E . wsi.c: of
In order 10 adequately utilize ICT by both teacher and 5*“"‘?“"1*‘“; heripoe
“ounselors may be required in order to provide required informatio

: : . ts need 10
the best devices and applications, By implication, English language studen
Maximize the use of ICT in their study.

students’
ts on influence of Ifllr::f:;“!" gt

itive ex .
r‘:wﬂ:cfcrpﬁh::hmiﬁ: satislactory
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Conclusigp

|:u:ls study investigated expression of studen
i"frlfmm“ in English language. The results
of ICT on students' Fcrmmmm'mtianin Nigeria, some

ok in various English language exami

takep, Towards this end, recommendations Were made.
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