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CHAPTER TWELVE
MEANING, NATURE AND SCOPE OF CRIMINOL()QY
Abdullahi K. Ibrahim and Tomisin A Akanghe

Introduction

minology is an emerging discipline that has atlractcd t.housands Of studeny anq |,
\ J{m:\:fc\;ionals across the globe (Kristopher & Whittingham, 209y Itis , o Clury,
::ti ‘;dmi\r\ed discipline in most universities in ngerl_a (Maliki, 2014) Ther ;:f:?""fe»
different approaches to criminology. apd the subject l’tself _has been shape by dmf_ﬂap
academic disciplines and social scientists sgch as sociologists, a"‘thPOIOgistS, pohtrrf:,::
scientists. philosophers, psychologists, historians and Iawyers,_as well as socig] li
cultural analysts (Zedner, 2007, Durrant & Ward, 2015 & White, 2018). ¢
%.mcrdiscip\i{\an field of study, and though its origination and de

larely by sociology. Criminology is a discipline primarily intere

crimes and the subsequent social responses to these criminal a

defined by almost every author who has written a text in the field.
the meaning. nature and scope of criminology. Thus the essent
study of criminology.
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have employed different approaches. The S0cial
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professor named Raffael Garofalo in 188 te
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American Criminologist Edwin Sutherland
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the body of knowledge regarding crime as a social phenomenon. It includes within its scope
the process of making laws, of breaking laws, and of reacting toward the breaking of laws ...
The objective of criminology is the development of a body of general and verified principles

and other types of knowledge regarding this process of law, crime, and treatment or
prevention

There is a general understanding among social scientists that criminology should include the
study of law, the causes of crime, and society's responses to criminal acts. However, there
continues to be disagreement regarding what should be considered a crime and what
precisely should be included under the purview of criminology (Durrant & Ward, 2015;
White, 2018). In any case, criminology is primarily interested in acts constituted as crimes
and the subsequent social responses to these criminal acts. Criminology can be seen as the
scientific study of causation, correction and prevention of crime in human society. According
to Dambazau (2011), criminology is the scientific study of crime and criminal behaviour in
1ts most straightforward meaning.
Itis a field of study concerned with human conduct that is considered "criminal” because it is
prohibited by law (Watts, 2010). It is an interdisciplinary field of study that analyses the
aspects of particular human behaviour, including examining particular aspects of the
behaviour that predispose humans to be referred to as criminals. The study recognises what
determines and why individuals commit a crime and how to control it. Although Sutherland
emphasised/mandated that criminologists like other scientists should collect information for
study and analysis by the research methods of modern science, not until the 18th century that
serious investigation into criminal behaviour was first conducted. However, these first
investigations were not based on empirical research, and their conclusions were based on
factual information. By the 19th century, however, criminologists began to systematically
gather facts about crime and criminals and scientifically evaluate their data (Dune, 2009).

Criminology has also been defined as the scientific study of crime, social phenomenon,
behaviour of criminals, and the penal treatment of the criminal; studies the non-legal aspects
of crime which include the causes and preventions of crime (Ward, 2013). The study of
crimes, criminals, crime victims, and criminological theories explaining illegal .and deviant
behaviour, the social reaction to crime, the effectiveness of anti-crime policies, and the
broader political terrain of social control (Brptherton, 2013). o o

A discipline that gathers and analyses empirical _data to explain violations of the cnminal law
and societal reactions to those violations (Conklin, 2007)

According to Postrado (2012), criminology can be undf:rstood and seen as follows:

> An applied science because anthropology, sociology, zoqlogy, psych@logy and Other
natural sciences may be applied to study the causes of crimes. Chc?mlstry, mgmcme,
physics, mathematics, ballistics and photography are used in crime detection and

documentation. o . . o |

A social science because crime is a social creation that occurs or exists 1n a society
[ J b

that is a social phenomenon. . N |

It is dynamic because 1t changes as social conditions change. It progresses with the
® &

advancement of other sciences that have been appliedtoit.
Nationalistic because the study of crime must be about existing criminal law withina
territory.
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According to Mannheim cited in Dambazzau (2011), criminology is defined as the study of
crime and punishment, which takes three forms: the descriptive, the causal and the
normative. The descriptive form involves the observation and collection of facts about crime
and criminals, the causal form is the interpretation of the observed facts which can be used
for the search for the causes of crime, an aspect referred to a5 ctiology; and the normative
form aimed at the discovery of what he calls "universally scientific laws and conformities or
trends. Reckless, cited in Dambazzau (2011), also define criminology as an understanding of
criminal behaviour within the realm of the criminal justice system. Gibbons also define
criminology as a scientific study of crime that involves breaking of the law and the attempt to
unravel the causes of crime through the scientific method of inquiry into the process of
lawmaking law-breaking and people's response to the breaking of laws.

Criminology aims at enabling us to predict, explain and in some circumstances modify the
values and behaviours of those who make, apply or break criminal laws. To measure,
understand and control crime. The measurement of crime involves how much corruption
exists so that effective steps can be taken to prevent it (Roufa 2017). The understanding
crime involves knowing and discovering why people choose to violate laws. Controlling
crime is the process by which society develops policies that may eventually reduce criminal
behaviour and the reform of the criminal. Sociologists played major role in defining and
developing this field of study, and criminology emerged as an academic discipline housed in
sociology programs. However, with the establishment of criminology schools 'fmd the
proliferation of academic departments and programs concentrating specifically on crime and
justice, criminology has emerged as a distinct professional field with a broad,
interdisciplinary focus and a shared commitment to generating knowledge through

systematic research (Nirmala 201 2).

Criminology and other Disciplines; Exploring Relationships

Criminology is an interdisciplinary field of study in Social Sciences. It is surrounded by
other relevant disciplines such as sociology, psychology, anthropology, law, biology,
chemistry, psychiatry, medicine, economics, political science, geography history and public
administration. Academically, criminology is considered a social science discipline
primarily. Many contemporary criminologists operate primarily from a sociological
perspective. Many of today's theoretical explanations of criminal behaviour are routinely
presented in the language of social science and emerge within the framework of sociological
theory. Criminologists, however, recognise that criminology is an interdisciplinary field of
study. This is because it draws from and relies on other disciplines to provide an integrated
approach to crime in contemporary society and advancing solutions to the social problems
that crime creates. Cultural anthropology, or ethnology, biology, sociology, political science,
psychology, psychiatry, economics, cthology (the study of character), medicine, law,
philosophy, ethics, and numerous other fields all offer the field and students of criminology.

These other disciplines provide the tools required to measure results and can be found in
statistics, computer science, etc. Fields such as law and criminal justice make use of criminal’
statistics anq data worked on by criminologists to make policies for effective crime control
?::I(i I]});é\:g‘l:t:j()l] pr()tgrums. Criminology relies on biology, anatomy, medicine, psychiatry,

SICS and so on to carry out criminal investigations such as fi ints 1
fem.cn analysis. Kauzlarich and Barlow (2()%‘)) ass:;“f llt:lz:thgr%fn?nr(l)rllgs, DI(\)]f?éer?/(:::i?)?;
subjects such as Age and crime, Drugs and drug abuse, compara%i);e criminology:
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environment and crime, politics and crime economics class and crime, gender and crime, and
Juvenile delinquency others. It is an interrelated science encompassing various science
courses such as biology. economics and psychology in its domain

Criminology asaScience

Asadistinctive discipline, Criminology applies scientific methods and a pragmatie approach
to crime control (Ludwig-kunz, 2011), Historically, criminology was percerved a5 4 field
with a mere support function with multidisciplinary endeavours rather than a science anq
discipline on its own. The ficld of criminology is currently a discipline where crime-relate
issues are explained by scientific methods (Brown, Esbenson & Geis, 2007). It shares its
subject matter with other relevant disciplines such as anthropology. sociology, social work_
psychiatry and political science among others. The multidisciplinary focal points of
criminology are applied to capture the causes of crime, criminality, offenders, victims_ ang
the criminal justice system (Bartol, 2008),

Criminology takes an empirical approach towards social problems, social issues and socia
circumstances. Although there are various ideological differences among criminologists_
there is a consensus that a scientific method is central to understandin g crime and cnmnnélity
(Brown, Esbenson & Geis, 2007). Criminologists adopt practical application and pragmatic
sources of data and data collection methods in examining theories to explain crime ang
criminal behaviour. They often applied the scientific method to promote and improve the
understanding of crime control and prevention (Shearing, 2007). The central foeus of
criminologists is to investigate the real cause of crime to search for the reality of crime ang
separate facts from myth.

Scope and Branches of Criminology

Criminology is a distinct discipline with a broad focus and commitment to create ideas and
extract knowledge through research. It focuses on quite a wide range of areas as it relates 1o
crime, the frequency of crimes, the causes, location and types of crime, explanation for crime
and formulation of causal theories, the social and individual consequences of crime, the
reaction of the government, victims and the society at large to crime. The subdivisions of
criminology include penology, bio-criminology, feminist criminology, Victimology and
Criminalistics. For a clearer view, the subdivisions of criminology are discussed below.

Penology . |
Penology involves the study of punishments, prison and the prison system. It deals with the

vital aspect of the criminal justice process, including punishment, correction, prevention and
control of crime. It is concerned with the effectiveness of social processes that exist to
prevent crime through repression or inhibition of criminal intent or the fear of punishment_I¢
entails the treatment of prisoners, the subsequent rehabilitation of convicted offenders and
penitentiary management. Penology is one of the components of criminology that deals with
the practice of various societies in their attempts to repress criminal activities a{\d satisty
public opinion via an appropriate treatment regime for persons convicted of criminal
offenses (Sharma, 1998 & Shoham, Beck & Kett, 2007).

Bio-criminology o _ .
Bio-criminology attempts to explore the biological basis of criminal behaviour. Research in

this area has focused on chromosomal abnormalities, hormonal and brain chemical
imbalances, diet, neurological conditions, drugs, and alcohol as variables contributing to
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inal behaviour. According to ic f; i Yisam,
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\\tan'ants, and testify in court. Thqse tasks are almost always delegated to different people in
different parts of the criminal justice system in the real world. Science merges mor ~Ip [

with civil and criminal law. The use of scientific technology has been hclpffl 0 re) : 'cto‘?e Zl
control and monitor crimes and crime rates and other salient areas such as f(»r;(l’l an;:l ed(::

regulation or environmental protection (Saferstein, 2015). Forensic ';ci;entiﬂtq must bf
techqologically and scientifically skilled in applying science techniques to aﬁaly«w rhe:
physical evidence that may be recovered during a criminal investigation. Of the three r1:m|m"
avenues available to police investigators for assistance in solving crime confessions
-cyeyntness accounts by victims or witnesses, and the evaluation of physical ev|dencé
retrieved from the crime scene, only physical evidence is free of inherent error or bias. d

Criminal Justice System
This is the procedure of processing the accused person of involving in crime through the

criminal corridor. This involves the police, the courts and the correctional institution. The
characteristics of CJS include justice, fairness, equality, effectiveness and efficiency
(Alemika, 2014; Alemika & Chukwuma, 2005; Gabbay, 2005). The CJS is mostly concerned
with orderliness, peace and tranquility in most societies. Criminology has played a
reformation role in the criminal justice system. As an applied discipline, it has generated
results that directly impact and mostly influence judges, prosecutors, lawyers, probation
officers, and prison officials, prompting them to understand crime, criminals better and
proffer a better and appropriate punishment for criminal behaviour. The general purpese of
the criminal justice system can be divided into three primary goals, to control crime, prevent
crime and provide and maintain justice. The criminal justice system structure has been
organised to achieve these goals, and the components of the criminal justice system inciude

the police, courts, and correctional institutions.

The Police: The Police have been established and vested with the responsibility of detecting,
investigating and solving crime to ensure peace and stability (Alemika, 2014). 'Withu'y the
criminal justice corridor, the police are referred to as Fhe ga@keeper since they set in motion a
criminal case (Alemika, 2014). The police often begin criminal cases through the process by
which they detect, investigate, arrest, detain and prosecute cases. The sigmficance of the
police as an institution of achieving and sustaining peace, tranquillity and o;derlmes?‘ cannot
be overemphasised. It is a legal institution or state agency charggd p{lmanl_y with Snmfnal
law enforcement and the maintenance Of order through. monitoring, dlscha_rgngg, md
destroying challenges to the existing order of things (Ibra_hnm 20 15).h Howtel\tfjtrwllxll r ‘a;iedng
despite the presence of a constitutionally empowe{ed police forpel, the mbainst prwird
prevent and contain series of insurgent attacks, kidnappings, V10 enche’ agbeen pedeviling
groups, assassinations, electoral disturbances and armed robbery that ‘dv‘i wanion failure.
ji€ Digenianination. itmecent desarts Many reash 8 i agitl:t?fdl:go?gmding and lack of
i iyl e inadequacy(? lff?g;zhim 26 15) and poor planmng.

police welfare (Karimu, 2015), corruption (Cheri, 2
 the law and ensure that

is to adjudicate the _
ourt riminal pwccedmg, the

The Court: One of the essential functions of thec B s |
y |s brought before it and

due process is the dispensation of justice. While the PO.“c individua ‘
courts determine, without doubt, the guilt of innocence 0 Lution of the Federal

| C o to the const
ensures that punishment is served approprlately, Acw,rdlg%v::r dispensation ©
epublic of Nigeria, the court is empowered to enSl::gi L
‘erarchy of courts in Nigeria includes the ™
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court/sharia/customary court of appeal, the court of appeg] andi,
2016). The functions of these courts are to interpret the lay, Upremq

law.However, despite the responsibility of dispensatiop of just: Gjudicyy, aol’“(()kl ,
Nigeria, it has been fingered in recent years as one of the mogt X
Injustice has become the order of the day, and as such, the mags InStify
because the social order is threatened where it is possible to con '

in Nigeria (Akinlotan, 291

of breeding crimin

e§t§blisheq to correct and Te-integrate the prisoners back to so
d¥smtegrat1ng them, which can easily lead

said to engage in all manners of

s, thereby making them unfit to cope with life after prison
With all these existing conditions in Nigerian prisons, it becomes difficy

purpose for which it was put in place: to reform prisoners and asavehicle
of justice.

(Okoroafor, 2015).
It for it to serve the
for the dispensation

Conclusion

This chapter has discussed the general overview of the meaning and different definitions of
crime and criminology. It shows that crime is any
wrong or harmful, codified by law or legislation,
violation. The chapter also discussed some of the major perspectives of criminology. It is
argued that criminology is an emerging discipline and centers on crime causation, correction,
and prevention of crime. The chapter also examines the scope and branches of criminology
asitis surrounded by other relevant disciplines such as sociology, psychology, anthropology,

action that has a legal consensus of being
and has prescribed sanctions by the state for
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law, biology, chemistry, psychiatry, medicine, economics, political science, gengraph:
history, and public administration. It also explains some of the hranCh(’,‘i'uf' ¢ r,m.’,:r;,? ‘/
which includes Victimology, the study of victims of crime, Criminalistics, \‘l'.,l(“,nhf'u '-’.f{f,
and evaluation of physical evidence in the commission of the crime, penology. the s ,,;n; cof
punishment, bio-criminology, the biological basis of criminal behaviour and crimm;;l 'Jll‘;f‘i(‘f'
system and this involve the components such as the police, courts and correctional
institutions. It also emphasises the relationship between criminology and other relevant
disciplines in social sciences and the scientific nature of criminology. Students are to
familiarise themselves with these basic concepts of criminology and emerging forms of
crime to understand them and get equipped with some basic concepts of cnmmr}h)éy
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