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ABSTRACT
The purpose of the study was to examine the awareness and attitudes of users to the use of catalogues in Kenneth Dike Library and Olusegun Oke Library. The study adopted the survey research design. The study population is made up of 34,478 undergraduate students drawn from the two academic libraries studied. The sampling size of the population using Taro Yamane’s formula is approximated to 395. Closed-ended questionnaires and 5-point Likert rating scale was used as the instruments for data collection. 395 questionnaires were distributed to the undergraduate users, 169 Kenneth Dike Library and 226 Olusegun Oke Library, out of which 379 copies of the questionnaire was returned and used for analysis. The data collected were analysed using descriptive statistics of frequency count, simple percentage, and tabulation method with the use of Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) version 25. The study revealed that the users of the selected academic libraries are aware of the existence, availability, and relevance of library catalogues. The study found that majority of the respondents got to know about library catalogues through library orientation and user education programmes. Furthermore, the study revealed that the users of the academic libraries examined utilize the library catalogues occasionally and in rare cases for the purpose of doing assignments, accessing research materials, saving time when searching for materials in the library, retrieving current materials, and to check the materials the library has on a particular author or subject. The study further found out that the users of the two academic libraries prefer using catalogues to browsing through the shelves, sees the use of catalogues relevant for research purposes and appreciate making use of the catalogues to search for materials. Consequently, the study also revealed the challenges encountered by the users of the two academic libraries studied include: insufficient computer system, poor electricity supply, difficulty in locating the materials that are indicated to be available in the catalogues, as well as the time consumed when accessing the card catalogue. Therefore, the study concluded that majority of the respondents have no preference between card catalogue and OPAC. The following recommendations were given provisions for acquiring more computers should be made, programmes that focus on increasing the patronage of library catalogues should be enacted, provisions for alternative power supply should be made, friendly and well-trained staff should be made available to render assistance to the users. Suggestions for further studies are offered as well.																																							     Keywords: awareness, attitudes, card catalogue, OPAC, library users, information resources, academic libraries, use.
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INTRODUCTION
The principle of organizing information resources is germane to convenience, ease of life and comfort of making use of the resources.  A catalogue is the arrangement of bibliographical data in systematic order from rules or codes (AACR2 and ALA code) put in forms of cards, books, sheaf, microfilm, computerized etc with access point for retrieval or searching through author, title, subject, series etc (Muhammad, Baffa and Garba, 2018). Kumar and Kumar (2010) posited that a library without a catalogue is like a town which has been developed without a plan. It will be impossible to locate key areas and navigate to exact location without a well- thought out plan as did a catalogue in the library.
Catalogues provide various entry points through which a user can find out what is available in the library holdings which include author entry point, title entry point and subject entry point. These access points serve as a pointer or an indicator to the library’s collections. Although many academic libraries in Nigeria adopt the concept of library catalogue, the rate of utilizing it has not become evident as many still prefer searching through the library shelves to retrieve the materials they need rather than making use of the library catalogues. The lack of awareness and low patronage of the library catalogue is considered unhealthy for academic library as it makes the library users to view the library as just a reading place (Ebiwolate, 2010).
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The broad objective of the study was to analyse the awareness and attitudes of users to the usage of catalogues in two academic libraries in Oyo state, Nigeria. The specific objectives of the study were to:
i. Investigate the level of awareness on the availability of catalogues among the users of the selected academic libraries.
ii. Determine the sources of awareness for the catalogues that are available in the selected academic libraries.
iii. Ascertain the current status of the catalogues that are available in the selected academic libraries.
iv. Determine the frequency of use of the catalogues among the users in the selected academic libraries.
v. Ascertain the purpose for the utilization of catalogues by the users of the selected academic libraries.
vi. Investigate the attitude of users towards the use of catalogues available in the selected academic libraries.
vii. Determine the challenges encountered in the usage of catalogues by the users of the selected academic libraries.
RESEARCH QUESTIONS
This study seeks to answer the following research questions:
i. What is the level of awareness for the use of catalogues among the users of the selected academic libraries?
ii. What are the sources of awareness for the catalogues that are available in the selected academic libraries? 
iii. What is the current status of catalogues available in the selected academic libraries?
iv. What is the frequency of use of the catalogues among the users of the selected academic libraries? 
v. What is the purpose for the utilization of catalogues by the users of the selected academic libraries?
vi. What are the attitudes of users towards the use of catalogues in the selected academic libraries?
vii. What are the challenges encountered by the users of the selected academic libraries in the usage of the library catalogues?
LITERATURE REVIEW
No library can function without an up-to-date, properly constructed and accurate catalogue. A catalogue is the key to the library holdings. A catalogue is an organized collection of bibliographic metadata that represents the holdings of a specific institution that are accessible in a certain location (Joundrey, Taylor & Miller, 2015). Library catalogue could be seen as a communication device delivered in certain definite order to permit the library users to recognize exactly what is available in the library holdings (Olanlokun and Salisu, 2006 as cited by Ishola and Ojeniyi, 2015). Jimoh and Igwe (2011) stated that library catalogue arose from the cataloguing and classification of information materials. Ebiwolate (2010) posited that the reason why undergraduate students choose to make use of library catalogue is because it provides access to information from various choices, and additionally to motivate them to learn. Historically, libraries have different form of catalogue ranging from book catalogue, sheaf catalogue, card catalogue to the Online Public Access Catalogue. 
Card catalogue is a blueprint for navigating the wilderness of books (Library of Congress, 2017). Weinberg (2016) posited that “a card catalogue is, simply, a set of index cards that record bibliographic information about the books in a collection-author, title, publisher or publication date, subject, and call number”. Maloney (2017) stated that card catalogue was destined from the start to collapse under its own weight. This is because card catalogue occupies a lot of space. Nkechi (2015) stated that since the introduction of OPAC to the libraries, production of card catalogue has been neglected in academic libraries in Nigeria. Umeaku and Aghauche (2016) stated that OPAC is an index of a library’s collection that is available and accessible to people in general through the web. OPAC is just the electronic version of the traditional card catalogue. Rouse (2018) opined that OPAC is an online reference index of a library collection that is accessible to the general population. Thanuskodi (2012) asserted that an OPAC database records are typically gotten from machine readable catalogue format (MARC).
Babayi, Abba and Aliyu (2019) stated that attitudes are continuous patterns of conviction, accepted to be anticipative of behaviour, mirroring peoples’ predispositions, tendencies that impact their reaction to circumstances, activities, individuals, or objects. In general, attitude is the people’s reactions in special manners based on their convictions (Alkhanak & Azmi, 2011). Attitude is a psychological inclination that is communicated by assessing a specific entity with some level of approval or disapproval. Kumar and Phil (2009) posited that users are the finale or the receiver of the information in the communication process that takes place in a library or an information centre. Users are also referred to as patrons or clientele (Prabha, 2013). Adedoyin (2015) stated that library users are the people that make use of the resources obtained into the library. Anyira (2011) stated that a library is considered to be effective and efficient, only if the library users are satisfied within the library resources and services.
Oyegunle (2013) opined that academic libraries are information centres set up to support the mission of the parent institutions to create information, furnish the individuals with information so as to serve the general public and advance the prosperity of humankind. Academic libraries serve two integral needs: to help the school’s educational plan, and to help the exploration of the college workforce and students. Saharan (2013) asserted that academic libraries is a library designated to institutions above secondary level, that serves the teaching and research needs of the student and staff of the institutions.
Many studies have been conducted on the level of awareness of library catalogue among users. Dukku and Temboge (2019) ascertained that majority of the respondents were aware of the existence of the library catalogue. More than half of the population are aware of card catalogue as a retrieval tool, while 10% are aware of OPAC as a retrieval tool in the library. There are several researches on the source of awareness for the library catalogues. Atanda & Ugwulebo (2017) posited that respondents gained awareness through user education and orientation programme. Dukku & Temboge (2019) revealed that majority of the respondents gained awareness through the library staff and user education programmes. Others got their awareness through university website and library orientation.
Research on the status of the catalogue available in the library revealed that no university in the South-East Nigeria has OPAC and yet their catalogue cards are in a terrible state (Nkechi, 2015). Weinberg (2016) stated in her article that both card catalogue and OPAC are still very much available and functional in the Folger Shakespeare Library. Researches on the purpose of utilizing library catalogue ascertained that users make use of library catalogue for several reasons ranging from to locate books, to confirm whether or not required material is available, to retrieve information materials, to compile bibliography of books on a particular subject and to check the number of copies the library has on a particular book (Mulla & Chandrashekara, 2009; Ishola & Ojeniyi, 2015). 
There are several researches on the attitudes of users towards the use of catalogues. Weinberg (2016) ascertained in her article that the new readers confirmed that they feel more comfortable making use of card catalogue compare to other form of library catalogue. Arshad & Shafique (2014) revealed that the users perceive card catalogue to be more efficient than OPAC. The users also said that card catalogue saves time of searching for materials on the shelf. Nkechi (2015), in her research revealed that there are other users who are willing to make use of the card catalogue but the card catalogues are not functional because new cards are not being typed and filed. Challenges faced by users when making use of library catalogue include there is always queue when accessing card catalogue which is frustrating, making use of card catalogue is a waste of time, poor retrieval skills, inability to locate materials that are indicated to be available in the catalogue, poor computer skills, inadequate time to search for information, irregular power supply, network failure and inadequate computer systems designated for OPAC (Dukku & Temboge, 2019; Fabunmi & Asubiojo, 2013).
Theory of Reasoned Action (TRA) and Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) are the theoretical framework adopted for this study. TRA was developed by Fishbein and Ajzen (1975) to determine the relationship and difference between attitude and behaviour. There are three variables in Theory of Reasoned Action (TRA), which includes behavioural intention (BI), attitude (A) and subjective norm (SN). The basic purpose of Theory of Reasoned Action (TRA) is to predict the attitude and behaviour of people towards psychological objects.
Behavioural intention (BI) refers to “a person’s subjective probability that he will perform some behaviour” (Fishbein & Ajzen, 1975). This variable explains that an individual’s attitude towards card catalogue is based on their intention to make use of it or not, irrespective of how other people will view the patron when he making use of it. Attitude (A) is “the degree of favourableness and unfavourableness of people’s feelings regarding a psychological object” (Ajzen and Fishbein, 2000). This variable explains that people tends to evaluate their behaviour towards the usage of card catalogue. Subjective norm (SN) refers to an individual’s assessment of critical actions that others think the individual ought to do (Trafimow, 2009). This variable explains that an individual’s attitude towards card catalogue can be influence by their family, close friends or their relatives. In short, user’s attitude towards card catalogue combined with the subjective norms about card catalogue, each with their own weight, will lead the users to the intention to make use or to avoid making use of card catalogue, which will lead to actual behaviour.
Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) was developed by Davis et al. (1989). TAM embraces the framework of TRA and postulates that an individual’s acknowledgement of a technology is dictated by his or her deliberate intention to utilize that technology. TAM is one of the most widely used model of technology, its main purpose is to predict the utilization and acceptance of technology and other information systems. There are two factors in TAM, which are Perceived Usefulness (PU) and Perceived ease of use (PEOU). Perceived usefulness (PU) is the extent to which people tends to use the applications that they believe will improve their job performance (Davis et al., 1989). Perceived ease of use (PEOU) is the extent to which people believe that the applications will be easy to use without requiring any effort (Davis et al., 1989). In short, perceived usefulness of OPAC and perceived ease of use of OPAC will significantly affect an individual’s attitude towards the utilization of OPAC which might be sentiments of favourableness and unfavourableness towards OPAC (Atanda, 2017).
METHODOLOGY
The research design considered suitable for the accomplishment of the objectives of this study is the survey research design. The target population for the study include the undergraduate (100 level-500 level) students of University of Ibadan and Ladoke Akintola University of technology which summed up to 34,478. The simple random sampling technique was adopted for the study and a sample size of 395 was drawn using Taro Yamane method. This study adopted a 5-point Likert rating scale format. The questionnaire was validated by three senior lecturers from the department of Library and Information Science, University of Ilorin, and the Cronbach’s alpha method was used to test the internal consistency of the questionnaire. The data was analysed using frequency count and simple percentage, while the results were presented using the tabulation method for easy understanding and interpretation of the collected data. The SPSS version 25 package was used for the analysis of data collected.
DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
Table 1 reveal results on the demographic information of the respondents. The results show the institution of the respondents. A total of 164 respondents representing 43.27% are from Kenneth Dike Library and 215 (56.73%) are from Olusegun Oke Library. The educational level of the respondents shows that 44 (11.6%) are in 100 level, 140 (36.9%) are in 200 level, 97 (25.6%) are in 300 level, 60 (15.8%) are in 400 level and 38 (10%) are in 500 level. 
	The age distribution reveals that 34 (9%) of the respondents are below 18; 328 (86.5%) of the respondents are within the age range of 18-25; and 17 (4.5%) of the respondents are 25 and above. The gender distribution shows that 145 (38.3%) of the respondents are male and 234 (61.7%) of the respondents are female.
	ACADEMIC LIBRARIES
	KENNETH DIKE LIBRARY
	OLUSEGUN OKE LIBRARY
	TOTAL

	
	164 (43.27%)
	215 (56.73%)
	379 (100%)

	Level
	
	
	

	100
	11 (6.7%)
	33 (15.3%)
	44 (11.6%)

	200
	46(28%)
	94 (43.7%)
	140 (36.9%)

	300
	36 (22%)
	61 (28.4%)
	97 (25.6%)

	400
	51 (31.1%)
	9 (4.2%)
	60 (15.8%)

	500
	20 (12.2%)
	18 (8.4%)
	38 (10%)

	Age
	
	
	

	Below 18
	9 (5.5%)
	25 (11.6%)
	34 (9%)

	18-25
	150 (91.5%)
	178 (82.8%)
	328 (86.5)

	25-above
	5 (3%)
	12 (5.6%)
	17 (4.5%)

	Gender 
	
	
	

	Male
	48 (29.3%)
	97 (45.1%)
	145(38.3%)

	Female
	116 (70.7%)
	118 (54.9%)
	234(61.7%)


Table 1: demographic information of the respondents
[bookmark: _Hlk80387087]Table 2 reveals the level of awareness of library catalogues among the respondents. Findings from this study shows that majority of the respondents are aware of the catalogues in the library. The respondents stated that they are aware of the existence of library catalogues as an access tool to the library collection, that they are aware that both card catalogues and OPAC are available in the library. Furthermore, the respondents also agreed that they are aware of the relevance of the catalogues in the library.
	S/N
	ITEMS
	EA
	MA
	SWA
	SLA
	NA

	1
	I am aware of the existence of library catalogues as an access tool to the library collection
	   181
(47.8%)
	100
(26.8%)
	55
(14.5%)
	18
(4.7%)
	
25
(6.6%)

	2
	I am aware that card catalogue is available in the library
	153
(40.4%)
	104
(27.4%)
	64
(16.9%)
	23
(6.1%)
	35
(9.2%)

	3
	I am aware that OPAC is available in the library
	106
(28%)
	89
(23.5%)
	81
(21.4%)
	26
(6.9%)
	   77
(20.3%)

	4
	I am aware of the relevance of the catalogues in the library
	132
(34.8%)
	97
(25.6%)
	65
(17.2%)
	53
(14%)
	32
(8.4%)


Table 2: level of awareness of library catalogues among the respondents
[bookmark: _Hlk80387202]Table 3 show results on the sources of awareness for the library catalogue. Findings of this study reveals that respondents are aware of library catalogues through library orientation program and user education program. Progressively, the respondents got to know about library catalogues through friends and colleagues, self-discovery and through library staff. This implies that the library takes it upon themselves to educate users about the facilities available in the library. 
	S/N
	Items
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	1
	Through the library orientation program
	142
(37.5%)
	107
(28.2%)
	29
(7.7%)
	59
(15.6%)
	42
(11.1%)

	2
	Through the university library
Website
	52
(13.7%)
	107
(28.2%)
	39
(10.3)
	109
(28.8%)
	72
(19%)

	3
	Through the library staff
	73
(19.3%)
	106
(28%)
	45
(11.9%)
	94
(24.8%)
	61
(16.1%)

	4
	Through friends and colleagues
	70
(18.5%)
	120
(31.7%)
	39
(10.3%)
	89
(23.5%)
	61
(16.1%)

	5
	Through user education program
	98
(25.9%)
	100
(26.4)
	48
(12.7%)
	63
(16.6%)
	70
(18.5%)

	6
	Self-discovery
	81
(21.4%)
	113
(29.8%)
	39
(10.3%)
	63
(16.6%)
	83
(21.9%)


Table 3: sources of awareness for the library catalogue
[bookmark: _Hlk80387257]Table 4 reveal the status quo of the catalogue that are available in the libraries.  Result from the survey shows that the location of catalogues in the library are visible to the users, the card catalogue cabinet are labelled either by author, title or subject and the computer used for accessing the OPAC in the library is always on. Furthermore, the survey revealed that the catalogue cards in the cabinets are arranged in alphabetical order and there is always a library staff around to assist users.
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	1
	The location of the catalogues is visible to the library users
	98
(25.9%)
	156
(41.2%)
	91
(24%)
	19
(5%)
	15
(4%)

	2
	There is always a library staff around to assist you when making use of the catalogues 
	85
(22.4%)
	138
(36.4%)
	82
(21.6%)
	50
(13.2%)
	24
(6.3%)

	3
	The catalogue cards in the cabinets are arranged in alphabetical order
	83
(21.9%)
	159
(42%)
	94
(24.8%)
	31
(8.2%)
	 12
(3.2%)

	4
	The card catalogue cabinet are labelled either by author, title or subject
	97
(25.6%)
	146
(38.5%)
	100
(26.4%)
	27
(7.1%)
	9
(2.4%)

	5
	The computer used for accessing the OPAC in the library is always on
	47
(12.4%)
	127
(33.5%)
	136
(35.9%)
	55
(14.5%)
	14
(3.7%)


Table 4: status quo of the catalogue that are available in the libraries
[bookmark: _Hlk80387329]Table 5 shows the frequency of use of the library catalogues. Results showed that the respondents only made rare and sporadic use of library catalogues in both Kenneth Dike library and Olusegun Oke library. The result of this study conforms to the observations of Vijayakumar and Manasa (2018) and Kumar and Vohra (2013) that states that despite the high level of awareness of library users to library catalogue, they hardly make use of it. 
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	1
	I use the catalogues in the library daily
	69
(18.2%)
	51
(13.5%)
	50
(13.2%)
	135
(35.6%)
	74
(19.5%)

	2
	I use the catalogues in the library weekly
	29
(7.7%)
	68
(17.9%)
	56
(14.8%)
	157
(41.4%)
	69
(18.2%)

	3
	I use the catalogues in the library occasionally
	53
(14%)
	100
(26.4%)
	57
(15%)
	114
(30.1%)
	55
(14.5%)

	4
	I rarely use the catalogues in the library
	35
(9.2%)
	84
(22.4%)
	51
(13.5%)
	153
(40.4%)
	    56
(14.8%)

	5
	I never use the catalogues in the library
	61
(16.1%)
	32
(8.4%)
	48
(12.7%)
	154
(40.6%)
	84
(22.2%)


Table 5: frequency of use of the library catalogues
[bookmark: _Hlk80387390]Table 6 reveals the purpose for utilizing library catalogue. The findings of this study showed that academic library users utilized library catalogues for different reasons. These reasons range from to access research materials, to access materials for class assignments, to save time when searching for materials in the library, to retrieve current literature for making notes, to facilitate easy access to library collection, and to check the copies of a book available in the library collection. The data agreed with Dukku &Temboge (2019) and (Vijayakumar & Manasa, 2018) who observed that library users utilize library catalogues for a number of reasons.
	S/N
	Items
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	1
	I use the catalogues to access research materials
	142
(37.5%)
	129
(34%)
	53
(14%)
	38
(10%)
	17
(4.5%)

	2
	I use the catalogues to access materials for class assignments
	115
(30.3%)
	140
(36.9%)
	68
(17.9%)
	38
(10%)
	18
(4.7%)

	3
	I use catalogues to save time when searching for materials in the library
	105
(27.7%)
	118
(31.1%)
	75
(19.8%)
	63
(16.6%)
	18
(4.7%)

	4
	I use catalogues in the library because it facilitates easy access to the collection of the library
	79
(20.8%)
	130
(34.3%)
	85
(22.4%)
	58
(15.3%)
	27
(7.1%)

	5
	I use the catalogues to check the loan status of the book 
	56
(14.8%)
	73
(19.3%)
	86
(22.7%)
	116
(30.6%)
	48 (12.7%)

	6
	I use the catalogues to access materials for pleasure and recreational purpose
	57
(14.8%)
	99
(26.1%)
	84
(22.2%)
	90
(23.7%)
	49
(12.9)

	7
	I use the catalogues to check the materials the library has on a particular author or subject
	99
(26.1%)
	116
(30.6%)
	72
(19%)
	64
(16.9%)
	    28
(7.4%)

	8
	I use catalogues to retrieve current literature for making note
	84
(22.2%)
	148
(39.1%)
	73
(19.3%)
	56
(14.8%)
	  18
(4.7%)

	9
	I use catalogues to check the number of copies of a book available in the library’s collection
	76
(20.1%)
	98
(25.9%)
	83
(21.9%)
	99
(26.1%)
	23
(6.1%)

	10
	I use catalogues to update my knowledge about the authors, title or subject that I am interested in
	97
(25.6%)
	115
(30.3%)
	67
(17.7%)
	68
(17.9%)
	32
(8.4%)


Table 6: purpose for utilizing library catalogue
[bookmark: _Hlk80387452]Table 7 shows the varying attitudes of users towards the use of library catalogues. Result shows that respondents see the use of catalogues relevant for research purposes, find using catalogues easier than browsing through shelves, have the initiative and motivation to learn and use catalogues, appreciate using catalogues for searching materials. Furthermore, some users prefer OPAC to card catalogue while some prefer card catalogue to OPAC. However, some of the respondents believe that the use of catalogues is very technical to understand, and that the search method of catalogues does not make its usage interesting. This study disagrees with Ishola & Ojeniyi (2015) research observation that stated that users prefer browsing through the shelves to making use of the catalogue cards.
	S/N
	Items
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	1
	I find using catalogues easier than browsing through the shelves
	   114
(30.1%)
	135
(35.6%)
	64
(16.9%)
	38
(10%)
	28
(7.4%)

	2
	I have the initiative and motivation to learn and use catalogues in the library
	85
(22.4%)
	156
(41.2%)
	  87
(23%)
	  35
(9.2%)
	16
(4.2%)

	3
	I see the use of catalogues relevant for research purposes
	97
(25.6%)
	166
(43.8%)
	78
(20.6%)
	23
(6.1%)
	15
(4%)

	4
	I appreciate using catalogues for searching materials
	86
(22.7%)
	151
(39.8%)
	92
(24.3%)
	36
(9.5%)
	14
(3.7%)

	5
	I prefer using card catalogue to OPAC
	53
(14%)
	102
(26.9%)
	133
(35.1%)
	73
(19.3%)
	18
(4.7%)

	6
	I prefer using OPAC to the card catalogue
	69
(18.2%)
	78
(20.6%)
	145
(38.3%)
	65(17.2%)
	22
(5.8%)

	7
	I consider the use of catalogues in the library as a waste of time
	46
(12.1%)
	76
(20.1%)
	82
(21.6%)
	113
(29.8%)
	62
(16.4%)

	8
	I believe that the use of catalogues in the library is very technical to understand
	74
(19.5%)
	114
(30.1%)
	98
(25.9%)
	75
(19.8%)
	18
(4.7%)

	9
	The search method of catalogues in the library does not make its usage interesting to me
	55
(14.5%)
	80
(21.1%)
	103
(27.2%)
	100
(26.4%)
	41
(10.8%)


Table 7: varying attitudes of users towards the use of library catalogues
[bookmark: _Hlk80387517]Table 8 reveals the challenges that are encountered when utilizing library catalogues. The challenges range from poor electricity supply, difficulty in locating the materials indicated to be available in the catalogues, insufficient computer system for accessing OPAC, accessing card catalogue is time-consuming, no privacy when searching the catalogues, difficulty in retrieving information due to poor retrieval skills, lack of assistance from library staff, difficulties in interpreting information retrieved from catalogues, catalogues not being user friendly to catalogues being too complicated or technical. The data disagreed with Ishola & Ojeniyi (2015) research observation that states that users do not encountered any challenge in the use of card catalogue.
	S/N
	Items
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	1
	The catalogues are not user friendly
	79
(20.8%)
	87
(23%)
	107
(28.2%)
	78
(20.6%)
	28
(7.4%)

	2
	Difficulty in retrieving information due to poor retrieval skills
	66
(17.4%)
	125
(33%)
	110
(29%)
	67
(17.7%)
	11
(2.9%)

	3
	The computer system for accessing OPAC is not enough
	72
(19%)
	120
(31.7%)
	138
(36.4%)
	42
(11.1%)
	7
(1.8%)

	4
	Difficulty in locating the materials that are indicated to be available in the catalogues
	105
(27.7%)
	115
(30.3%)
	118
(31.1%)
	33
(8.7%)
	8
(2.1%)

	5
	Accessing card catalogue is time-consuming
	56
(14.8%)
	143
(37.7%)
	121
(31.9%)
	48
(12.7%)
	11
(2.9%)

	6
	Poor electricity supply 
	104
(27.4%)
	118
(31.1%)
	121
(31.9%)
	25
(6.6%)
	11
(2.9%)

	7
	No privacy 
	58
(15.3%)
	133
(35.1%)
	137
(36.1%)
	39
(10.3%)
	12
(3.2%)

	8
	Lack of assistance from the library staff 
	69
(18.2%)
	124
(32.7%)
	111
(29.3%)
	64
(16.9%)
	11
(2.9%)

	9
	Difficulties in interpreting the retrieved information from the catalogues
	71
(18.7%)
	93
(24.5%)
	141
(37.2%)
	57
(15%)
	17
(4.5%)


Table 8: challenges encountered when utilizing library catalogues
CONCLUSIONS
Library catalogues are identified as access tools that facilitate quick access to the materials in the library. The users of the selected academic libraries make use of both card catalogue and OPAC that are available in the library. The conclusions drawn are that the users of University of Ibadan library (Kenneth Dike Library) and Ladoke Akintola University of Technology library (Olusegun Oke library) prefer making use of library catalogues to browsing through the shelves. When asked to choose their preference between card catalogue and OPAC, the majority of the users of the selected academic library were undecided as they find both card catalogue and OPAC relevant for accessing library materials. It can also be concluded that although majority of the users are aware of the library catalogues, they rarely make use of it. 
RECOMMENDATIONS
The following recommendations are based on the findings and the conclusions drawn from the research. The recommendations are:
1. Creating and enacting programmes that focus on encouraging the users to patronize and make use of the library catalogues. 
2. The library management should make provisions for the acquisition of more computer system for accessing OPAC.
3. Since the users of the selected academic libraries make use of both card catalogue and OPAC, the library authority should ensure the adequate maintenance and management of the library catalogues without placing emphasis on either card catalogue or online public access catalogue (OPAC).
4. Provisions for alternative power supply should be made.
5. The library authority should prepare and display guidelines or organize demonstrations on the use of the library catalogues.
6. Friendly and well-trained library staff should be made available to provide assistance to the users when accessing the catalogues available in the library.
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDIES
This study only seeks to investigate the level of awareness and attitudes of users towards the use of library catalogues among the users of academic libraries. The following suggestions are offered for further studies: 
1. User preference towards the use of card catalogue and OPAC
2. Library orientation programmes and user education programmes as source of awareness for the catalogues in the library
3. The level of awareness and attitude of users towards the use of catalogues in public libraries
4. Library catalogue as a tool for accessing and retrieving rich collection of the library.
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