ISBN: 2550-7753

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL
OF EDUCATIONAL ISSUES

‘Volume 6, No. 1, Novembér, 2020

_Published by:

DEPARTMENT OF ARTS EDUCATION,
FACULTY OF EDUCATION

 ADEKUNLE AJASIN UNIVERSITY,

. Akungba Akoko, Ondo State, Nigeria.


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

Board of Editors o .
Professor S. A. Amuseghan - Editor-in-Chief
Dr. A. Aboluwodi - Managing Editor

Editorial Consultants

Professor E. Y. Twencboah-Koduah University of Ghana Business School, Cape Coast,

. Ghana.
Professor Enongene Sone - ey UijiVelsity,of Swaziland, South Africa
Professor C. O. O. Kolawole - University of Ibadan, Ibadan
Professor Olu Oyinloye - Ekiti State University, Ado Ekiti
Professor R. A. Lawal o= University of llorin, Ilorin
Professor D. O. Fakeye = University of Ibadan, Ibadan

The International Journal of Educational Issues is a multi-disciplinary publication of the
Department of Arts Education, Faculty of Education, Adekunle Ajasin University, Akungba Akoko,
Ondo State. It is a professional journal that is dedicated to the publication of original and well-
researched papers in all areas of education. It encourages both theoretical and empirical research
works on a wide range of topics. All submitted manuscripts are subjected to a double blind peer
review by members of the editorial board who are experts in different subject areas covered by the
journal. ' M L

We are pleased to present this edition of the journal to the research community and the world at large.

All correspondence and contributions should be addressed to:

The Editor
International Journal of Educational Issues
Department of Arts Education
Adckunle Ajasin University
Akungba Akoko, Ondo State

s 1 ] 4 i
i ¥ r : e
- e Jarte Y


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

; ; Pages
Board of Editors A i

Editorial Consultants - bt IR T £ ot Bea ii

Effects of Background Knowledge Activation and Purpose Setting on Summarization 1-14
Skills of Senior Secondary School Students' reading Comprehensmn in Plateau

State, Nigeria b :
Angela EZE ; i .. ; !

Philosophy of Existentialism and its lmpliéations for Educational Pedagogy 15-25 - I
Benson Peter IRABOR & Zaccheaus Oluyemi DIYA '

Assessing the Availability and Adequacy of Instructional Resources in the Teaching 26-35 .
of Use-of English in Colleges of Education in Southwestern Nigeria
Amos Olawale OLADEJI -

Covid-19 and Morality in Nigeria: A Philosophical Reflection 36-41
Joseph Olusola ADELEYE ). |

Pre-schoolteachers Education Attainment and School Type as Correlates of 42-51
Teachers Conformity with / Deviation from Developmentally Appropriate

Practices Framework in Ibadan North Local Government Area '

Aliu Adedayo ADEDIRAN & Oluwafeyisetan I. FALOLA

Curriculum Delivery and Knowledge of Test Construction Procedures between 52-59
Generalist and Specialist Primary School Teachers in Ondo State
Benjamin Babatunde AINA

Cooperative Learning and Academic Achievement in Nigerian Colleges of 60-69
Education _
Oloyede A. OJO, Oluyemi O. OSHIN, Michael B. 0JO

Organisational Cynicism and Organisational Commitment: A Review of Literature  70-79
Rotimi ADEYORIJU, *Olufemi Babatunde EPEBINU,
‘Amameh Christerbel ADARE

A Pragmatic Analysis of Context and Figurative Ldnguagc in Chlmamanda 80-90
Adichie's Purple Hibiscus
OLAJUBU, Tolulope Rhoda

Evaluation of School Records in Primary Schools jn Kuje Area Council of Federal ~ 91-103
Capital Territory, Abuja
Olwjimi Adebayo ODENIYI & Mohammed Sikiry gILANI

An Assessment of the Impact of Covid-19 Pandemic Lockdown on Pub Ownms 104-114
Business in Lagos '
Ezekiel Adeyemi ODEDOKUN

i


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

Comparative Analysis of Nigerian Eﬂgiish and Standard British English:
Implications for English Language Teaching in Nigeria
Oluwasuyi Samuel YAKUBU

Counselling: A Panacea to National Transformation in Nigeria
FEYISETAN, Christianah Toyin & AKANNI Ojyrotimi Oladayo

Reciprocal Teaching Strategies and Senior Secondary School Students' Reading
comprehension in Akoko South, Ondo State
" Stella Bolanle, APATA & Isaac Friday, EMMANUEL

Conversation Analysis of Classroom Interactions in Secondary Schools in Ondo

State, Nigeria
Olusegun O. OWOLEWA & Olusiji D. ABIDAKUN

Teachers' Retention: A Tool for Promoting Quality and Functional Education in
Nigeria
ADEGBITE, Peter Ibrahim & OMONUWA FE

115-125

126-136

137-145

146-157

158-165

People's Perceptions, Causes and Strategies for Combating Rape Scourge in Nigeria 166-177

David TOLO_

Assessment of Learning Difficulties in Christian Religious Studies among Secondary 178-183

School Students in Akure South Local Government Area, Ondo State, Nigeria
0JO, Oludare David

L4

iv


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

178 INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF EDUCATIONAL ISSUES VOLUME 6, NO. 1, NOVEMBER, 2020

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING DIFFICULTIES IN CHRISTIAN RELIGIOUS
STUDIES AMONG SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS IN AKURE SOUTH LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AREA, ONDO STATE, NIGERIA

0JO, Oludare David
Department of Arts Education, Faculty of Education
University of Ilorin, Nigeria

ojomdv@gmail.com

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to assess the learning difficulties in Christian Religious Studies in Akure
South Local Government Area of Ondo State. Two (2) research questions were raised to guide this
study using a descriptive survey design. The sample comprises of 100 senior secondary school
students selected randomly from ten secondary schools. The instrument used for data collection was
a self-designed questionnaire. The research questions were answered using frequency count,
percentage and mean. Findings showed that perceived difficult topics in CRS by senior secondary
school students are: sovereignty of God, Faith in God, Social Justice, and True Religion, Holiness
and Divine Call, Punishment and Hope, Justification by Faith, Law and Grace, Faith and Work,
Jesus teaching about Himself. It was recommended that adequate attention and preparation should
be given to those identified difficult topics in CRS during teaching and learning processes. This will
enable the students to overcome these difficulties.

Keywords: Christian Religious Studies (CRS), Performance, Learning difficulties.

Introduction

Christian Religious Studies (CRS) is one of the most important subjects being taught in the
secondary schools in Nigeria (Ikechukwo 2014 in Wambura, 2016). This is because the subject
helps to streamline the thought, character, moral and aspirations of the students. It also offers hope
for the future, integration, discipline, harmony and progress in the society. CRS contributes to the
formation of personalities and character in the students. Christian Religious Studies alsoprepare the
students to understand the basic teachings of Christ, develop Christian attitudes to hard work and
devotion to duty, selfless service to God and humanityand peaceful co-existence and non violence
(Fhipooneka & Mupa, 2015)

KPSOkO-chdeko (201 3) stated that CRS serves as a foundation of moral and spiritual guidance to
students and it gives them a sense of direction and the ability to differentiate between right and
wrong, good and bad. The major aims of the inclusion of CRS in the school curriculum is to raise a
generation of people who can thipk for themselves, respect the views and feeling of others,
appreciate the dignity of labour among Iolhers.

Akubue (1992) observed that CRS is a subject which aims at developing and fostering in the lives of
the students attitudes and values such as respect for life, obedience to constituted authorities, self
responsibility, selfless service to God and humanity. CRS is an art subject that teaches students
moral behavior, fear of God, knowledge and skills that will make them contribute their opinion in

socio economic, political and moral development of any society or organisation they find
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themselves. CRS is a subject of study in schools taught to acquaint students with the basic
knowledge of Christian doctrines. Its aim is to inculcate into the students moral and spiritual values
which will give rise to character formation and patriotism (Edube & Odiegwu 2014, Okoro, 2012).
Despite the importance accorded CRS, students seem not to be interested in learning the subject but
Justto pass (Kalu, 2012). This is reflected in the low enrolment and poor performance of students in
the subject at the school certificate level. Most students in schools seem to attend CRS classes just
because it is one of the compulsory subjects in the school curriculum at the basic education level.
The subject is seen as something that should be taught in churches and teachers have nothing new to
impart in the learners (Kalu, 2012).

Several studies have been carried out to investigate students' attitude towards CRS. For instance,
Adewumi (2007) examined the problems affecting the teaching and learning of CRS in Oyo State
while Bolorunduro (2012) examined and analysed the problems and the difficulties encountered by
CRS students in the learning of CRS and found out that the abstract nature of some topics in
Christian Religious studies have made it difficult for students to perform creditably well in
certificate examinations. Another study conducted by Oladipo (2016) on difficulty level and
students' interest showed that strategies and methodology of teaching are some of the reasons
leading to poor performance in Christian Religious Studies.

Statement of the Problem
Christian Religious Studies is one of the subjects on the school cufriculum. Initially students'
enrolment was quite high to the extent that most arts students register for the subject at the school
certificate examination. However, the researcher observed that the enrolfnenl and performance of
students have not been encouraging in recent past despite all the efforts put in place in the teaching
of the subject. Rescarchers haveposited that difficulty levels of some topics and other associated
factors are responsible for the poor performance. Some other scholars opined that the abstract nature
of the subject is another reason. Based on the foregoing it is worthy to note that study on assessment
of learning difficulties in Christian Religious Studies among senior secondary school students is a
problem that can be investigated.
Research Questions

.The following research questlon were rgised and answel edin this study.

I. Whatare the topics in CRS the senior secondary school btpdcms. pcrcewed tobe dlfhcult ?

2. What are the factors that constltulc dl[ﬁuulllcs in learning CRS topics at scmor secondary

school? '

Methodology
Descriptive research design of asurvey type is lhe rcsearch design thal was uch for this sludy The
population of this study compnsed all CRS students m senior secondary qchools in Akure South
Local Government Area of Ondo state A purposwc S'implmg tcchmquu was adopted Flﬂy qcmor
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secondary schools (50) were selected and two students each were selected from the schools making

a total of one hundred (100) respondents. A self-developed questionnaire tagged “Assessment of

learning difficulty levels among CRS students” was used as an instrument for data collection in the

study. It consisted of two (2) sections. Section A contained items on demographic data of the

respondents. Section B has fifteen (15) items in four-point likert scale and it focuses on CRS topics.

Acreliability co-efficient using test-retest method of 0.71 was obtained through the Pearson Moment.
Correlation Coefficient method. The co-efficient revealed that that the instrument was reliable

enough to carry out the study. Data collected were analysed using the descriptive statistics of
frequency counts, mean and percentages.

Results

Research Question 1: What are the topics in CRS that senior secondary school students' perceived
to be difficult?

Table 1: Percentage analysis of the senior secondary school CRS topics that students perceived

difficult
S/No Topics in CRS Difficult Not Difficult Remark
Y% Y%
1 Sovereignty of God 73 17 Difficult
2 Faith in God 78 22 Difficult
3 Disobedience and Consequences 32 68 Not Difficult
4 Birth, Baptism and Temptation 29 73 Not Difficult
S Social Justice and True Religion 68 32 Difficult
6 Holiness and Divine Call 71 29 Difficult
7 Miracles 25 75 Not Difficult
8 Punishment and Hope 04 36 Difficult
9 Parables 39 61 Not Difficult
10 Justification by Faith 80 20 Difficult
11~ Law and Grace 88 12 Difficult
12 Sermon on the Mountain 44 66 Not Difficukt
13 Faith and Work 65 35 Difficult
14 Leadership 24 76 Not Difficult
15 Jesus teaching about Himself 78 22 Difficult

Table 1 showed the secondary school CRS topics that students' perceived to be difficult. It was
revealed that out of the respondents who participated in the study, 73% noted that Sovereignty of
God is difficult while17% said it is not difficult, 78% noted that faith in God is difficult while 22%
noted that it is not difficult, 32% noted that Disobedience and Consequences is difficult while, 68%
said it is not difficult, 29% noted that Birth, Baptism and Femptation is difficult while 73% said it is
not difficult, 68% noted that Social Justice and True Religion is difficult while32% noted that it is
not difficult, 71% noted that Holiness and Divine Call is difficult while 29% noted that it is not
difficult, 25% noted that Miracles is difficult while 75% noted that it is not difficult, 64% noted that
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Punishment and Hope is difficult while 36% noted that Punishment and Hope is not difficult, 39%

noted that Parables is difficult while 61% noted that it is not difTicult, 80% noted that Justification by
Faithisdifficult while 20% noted that it is not difficult. : '

That is to say that nine out of the 15 topics in CRS listed in the table were nmed to be difficult. Thus,

the perceived difficult CRS topics by secondary school students' are sovereignty of God, Faith in

God, Social Justice and True Religion, Holiness and Divine Call, Punishment and Hope,

Justification by Faith, Law and Grace, Faith and Work, JcsusteachingaboutHimself
Research Questlon 2:What are the factors that constitute difficulties in learning some topics in
Christian Religious Studies?

In order to assess the factors constllutmg diffi cqucs in 1cammg some CRS topics, students'
response in the variables were subjected to mean analysis. With a benchmark of 2.5 any variable that
has a mean below the benchmark was considered not to be one of the factors whilé any variable that
has mean above the benchmark mean was considered to be one of the factors. The result are shown
intable 2 ' 3

Table 2: Mean analysis on the factors constituting difficulties in leaming some topics in Christian
Religious Studies. . . i

S/No Factors ' - Mean  Rank
1 CRS curriculum is too wide SERECE 272 4

2 Some of the topics are too abstract to understand ' 3.86 53

3 Instructional resources are not well utilized ' . 295, 3"

4 Students are not familiar with some names and plau:s in thu, Bible . 2 [ O Cox
5 Teachers attitude towards the teaching and In.arnmg is not encouraging 261 . §°

Discussion of Findings _

Findings of this study showed that CRS secondary school students' perceived some topics as
difficult among the topics on the curriculum. The findings corroborated Cinooneka and Mupu
(2015) who discovered that failure to use variety of media in the teaching and leaming of CRS
resulted into failure in grasping basic topics in the subject. This means that-the use of. various
instructional media is essential for mastery of content in CRS.' Also, Makewa, Roli-and Ng,ussa
(2012) concluded that media resources are useful in tcachmg difficult IDpiCb in CRS Fmdmgs also
revealed that some topics are too abstract to understand. This ﬁndmg agreed with Eze, (2012) which
stated that CRS is an arts subject which is 's0 abstract that leamers find it difficult to gﬂin o gain
_enough experience from its oral lt:zlchlm9 alone. One of the reasons nlmbuicd lo thc. nf.g:mvc
‘performance of students in CRS :sthcabstractnessof thesubjcct g o

The outcome of this study revealed that coverage of large curnculum content; nnfmmlmnly with
some names and places inthe Bible are f‘lctors consmutmbdﬂﬁculues in lcammg some 'CRS topics.
These finding is in line with Wambura (2017) who dlsccvercd that teachers' failure to nmkc use of
life approach methods and strategies in explaining some places and names in the Bible made it
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difficult for students' to grasp subject content. Furthermore, . these findings also showed that

instructional resources dre not well utilized and that teachers' attitude towards the teaching of CRS

is not encouraging. The l‘indings also revealed that gender of CRS students had.no significant

influence in students' learning difficulties.

Conclusion . ;

The poor performance of students at the certificate examination prompted the researcher to find out

whether there are difficult topics that making students to perform below expectation in recent

examinations. The findings of this study invariably indicated that there are difficult topics which the

students cannot comprehend and some are too abstract to understand for them. The researcher is of

the opmmu that appropnan, steps have to be taken by the teachers and cumculum developers in

order to make the subject less cumbersome for the studems

Recommendations ~

Based on the findings and conclusions drawh in this study, the following recommendations were

made: ]
1. Theidentified topics should be given adéquat'c atfention inl order to make it more interesting

for the students. | '

!\J

lnslructii:u]al resources and appropriate methodology should be used by the teachers in the
process of teaching and learning.

3. Teachers should change their attitude to the teaching of CRS and try as much as possible to

cover the curriculum content within the stipulated period.
Teachers of CRS should be encnungcd by the school authority to use various innovative
teaching methods to a very high extent, especially methods like stimulation, drama, discussion
and demonstration which involve action. In doing this the level of students' interest in CRS will
be enhanced.
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