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INTRODUCTION from
Background to Study K 2
Ecotourism is an important aspect of tourism that is fast growing in Nigeria [jeomah. Fhe
Abubakar, Ezeano and Adetola (2019) in their study of tourist attractions and satisfaction in pari
eco destination in Lagos State that satisfaction derived from the attractions were serene They
environment and facilities available but on the other hand, broken bottles, harassment by tout anan
were the main challenges in the eco-destination. Also. Eco-tourism refers to a responsible Naty
travel to natural areas where the environment is conserved for sustainable livelihood of the = Mos
local people (Wright and Boorse 20171). According to Randall (2011),“Eco-tourisi 15 5000
considered the fastest rowing market in the tourism industry”, according to the world tousism £
organiz_alion (WTO) with an annual growth rate of 5% worldwide and 6% of the world gross ﬂm
;:Fohm;aslw product, 11.4% of all consumers spending on the market and should not be tkea ol
.5
1ghily. e A
In addition, ljeomah and Bernard (20 12), in their study ascertained that the host com E

in Nigeria hag to continuous]y pay the price of living permanently in a pristine @
environment for rendering the service of eco-tourism. This is a strong deviation fromt
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“S/N f‘vi:tmnm!sw

Common name

I Roan antelope
2 Western Hartebeest
5 Kob
4. Red flanked Duiker
5. Grey Duiker
6.  Patas monkey
T Baboon
8. Water Buck

0, Bush Buck
10. Orbi
11.  Warthog

Hippotragus equines
Alcelahusbuselaphus
Kobus kob
Cephalopusrufilatus
Svlvicapragrimmia
Cercopithecusaethiops
Papio Anubis gl
Kobus defassa
Traagelaphusscriptus
Ourebiaourebi
Phacochoerusaethiopicuse.t.c

Source: Old Oyo National park annual report (2012)

Flora

The entire Park lies in the southern part
classified the vegetation in the Park
This consists of dense woodl
woodland in the central
fringing woodland occupying the forest

in‘dii"t‘m'em ways, but genera
and and forests outlier in the southe
part, Oulcrop vegetation in the northea

of southern guinea savanna, Several Botanists have

st and Piparian grassland ant
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Figure 1. Selected host communities (Igbetiand Sepeteri) Old OyoNational Park.
Source: Old Oyo National park annual report (201 2)

Table 1:Dominant fauna in the park

bt i

SN Mammals Common name
1.  Roan antelope Hippotragus equines
2l Western Hartebeest _ Alcelahusbuselaphus
3 Kaob Kobus kob
4,  Red flanked Duiker Cephalopusrufilatus 7
5.  Grey Duiker Sylvicapragrimmia
6.  Patas monkey Cercopithecusaethiops
* Raboon Papio Anubis =
8.  Water Buck Kobus defassa
i Bu_sl:! Buck Traagelaphusscriplus
~ Oribi Ourehiaourehi
_ Warthog Phacochoerusaethiopicuse.t.c

0ld Oyo National park annual report (2012}
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S O Leas Toaris i in 2electsd Bo aaiis ] 2
WL CSnRI ey of Sepeteed aed Frtear in G

et of coo-tourism which e o
e Al T s R hich emphasis local welfure of B e ;
concer ol physical and infrastructyral L{C\'tlﬂpnrm e 5 tzenes with the primary
iance of the indige & e host commutities, Also. eo :
e L SeaTie ; osier utiiies, Also.
|.-.I|hu1|.LI';|i1 Ih[ Iﬂ::l]lg'-.r;{ulﬂ populace through their ability in produce loc |Lm“-m]n_I L]‘“f“”l“.“f
i ajorlhy Nandcralts i arric 'y - A rist moods Madich
arc I1_r|]a1|nmémc 1-_.-:,[“:-.;-» " 13 d_l_.;I'ILLIH'I.TII.-_I] }?Hu:]ucls and sometimes intangible services like
Cm.t-l.' 1..1“'0,; ,;;,|‘1|1 vOTS, mouitiam chmbing and others) for l:mriﬂT Lo |‘.é|lr0niz|.? and
participatic ¢ host community in the entire processes of rendering the service of sec
OIS asimporiant stakehalders. : ngE the service af eco-

{;-:1.1'.1.11112 Il.ll'l:ld.u(_r[:-rmp_ Timchang and Anyaamele (2019 in their study, pointed out, that
’.L;un:«:eﬂ?ﬂliﬂlﬁf climt,:'llu piﬂltzf;ul needs proper planning for large number of tourists to be
atfractec estination. They furlher discuss 7 : ;
zommuui[icx. e |_|\1_,L]r};-:ra].:j]Il.:.-:ljﬁil]?:m{f&"ﬁdl the Il.'lf.:':.',[l to encourage the hiast
e e 0 T) e il [ | UHIL U. the towr |§.'L must e Htl'.ﬂ-&]l(.'lq.ﬂlll‘lt'}il;i_]].,

U et it out n their sudy that ecatourism is a purposeful traveling
natural arca without distorting the ccosystem: but providing economic opportunities for local
neople 10 b:;n:‘ﬁ1 _fl'ﬂm the resources and preservation of the natural area, Enemuo and
{J_:}unTE_m [_20 12} ‘:"lf‘v"flt‘fj lha_tl there is public participation in tourism and this has significant
gffect in the social life of the host communities in terms of income, housing condition,
stzmdzﬂ'dluj |i.\-i11g and improved quality of life. Avowosafe and Oladeji (2017) dinsuursﬁcd that
eeo-lourism is an industry capable of generaling employment, improyving standard of living of
the host communities and serving as income earners to the couniry, i hamessed. In their study
of Kanji T.ake National Park, they described the impacts of the attraclions in terms of faci lities
(physical, recreational, cultural and natural). Therefore. it is necessary to carry out this study
on socio-economic contributions of Old Oyo Natjonal Park on sclected host communities
This study is aimed at examining the impact of Old Oyo National Park in selected host
cominunities. To achieve this, the following objectives are sel to: examine the level of
community participation in servige rendering in the two host communities selected for this

study; and determune the level of paverly reduction through ceotourism in the two

conumuities,

Sindy Arca

Old Oyo MNational P
latitude 8° 13" and 9°
the Greenwich metidian (Figure 1). The Park
from Ihadan, 160km from Torin, 660km [ram
Kano (0ld Oyo National park annual report 2012). i :
The Park covers a land area of approximately (2,31 2) square km making it thelh}urth {arg_esl
park. For casy accessibility, the Park is divided into 3 raugcs'v\rhmh c;;_uld be castly mmm‘m'ed_
These includes; Sepeteri, Tede, Marguda, Oyo- le. and ‘:‘erqnag. I'he Fiommam species of
animals in cach National park determmines the ani_mallthai are indicated in her logo, Old Oyo
National Park has kobo as her dominating specic of animal in thepark. :

Most part of Old Oyo National Park arc lowland plains, undulating, from JﬂDI]:‘I'ELI’D%r to
500metres above sea level. Few hills. nﬁtul?le Yemoso and Gbongan, arc_fnund in 111& area. | hc.
oreater part of the Park 15 watcrshed and it is well drained by two river Systems: the Ogun T;:_x-lcl
Nowing southwards d the Tessi flowing northwards, to the River

ta the Atlantic Ocearl, an
Niger (Old Oyo National p

ark is located in Oyo State in the south-west ol igeria, It lies between
00y North of the equator and between longitude 37 35 and 4° 42 Tast of
is approximately 300km from Lagos, A0 kan
Abuja. 660km from Kaduna and 910km from

ark annual report 2012).

anees between 900mm- 1.500mm, and the mean annual
=

72 The raining season begins in April and ends
il recorded between July and August. The dry season
he early month of Apnl. The driest and hotiest periods
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Annual rainfall in the parck T
temperature is between _32 =
in September with the highest rain fa
begins in October and last till about 1




wen der e aaiie Sl ol e Raebone foseleered hosr commieiiies of Sepeierd ane (b o LR
pptional park Annunl Reper 20120 O Ove Mational Pack 15 not only wildlife hased but has
:||1_'|Ii'l'\-"'r"'t—.’|'::'-|' cultural o historical sites, ¥
MATERIAL SANDMETHODS
primary aned .\-c,_-nj-.-.liury sourees of ditn were used for this research, Primary data were obtained
the sdministration of questionnaire ond feld observation in the host communities,

(hronneh
of et wis abiained from text hooks. journals, published and 1

while the secondary souree

1,,,,—,l;]3iis|w:t wiorl,
ple random sampling technique was adopted in distribution of the questionmaire in

sepetert and Tghet Adotal number of two handred and seventy capies of guestionnaire were
administered in the host communities, One hundred and three copies were distributed 1o |
respondents in lgbeti and one hundred and sixty-seven in Sepeteri. The copies of questionnaire
were randomly distributed in both communities. Deseriptive (Simple pereentages amd charts)
and inferential statistics (ehi -square pwere used for the analysis.
chi-square formula: B (0—e)?
e

Where O is the abserved variance.

E is the expected variance.

The hypothesis tested are stated thus: :
H,:There 1s na significant relationship between employment and monthly income in Igbeti

S

and Sepeterl.
H, -There is a significant relationship hetween employment and the income in lgbeti and
Sepeteri.
Hesults and Discussions
entertainment, tour puidance, Poverly reduction

The study showed public participation.
through eco-tourism in the study area.
Community Participation in Eco-tourist | tansportation

of tourists through the use of taxds and

There are more people invelved in the transportation
motorcyeles in host communitics.







- o s e e e
?Tlﬁ_p G Socin-coanmnic corfribuiions of Eco-fouriem in selected be AT comariities of Nepeteri and Tgheri fn 20

L8

quag the peverty reduction through Eco-tourisim:

3 oF H]!E Fmployment in the study area :w_cm.mml f'-._ﬁl 45 _ﬁ"x’.; in lgheti and and 52 4% {or sepeten This
_Ea--‘iu-,:{le-‘ indicates that mos rv._a]mm!x:.wte‘ln Sepeleri are involved i_n different kinds of employiment in
:;g_lnxi in the park (either full j!m-: or part time :‘|nl|l*~.l.;-_w1|_t:|11} than in Igheti. e income generated by
n Ty ;--,-_\-|1|_-:h_‘¢.':ll_."\_IH [gbeti accounted for 2.8% while -1.;:-"4- accounted for income generated in
e, (}%‘{ Sepeteri. This showed 1|1.;|I o lot '.” e I'k_‘}:|"l.'-||l.|-.'|.||k I Sepeter] generates more income than
3&333“ 1 tho=e 1n [._1_'|.‘-'k‘|.i. I1 1r|||~.|u.'H that meome generation were ch!u i sales of local products to
“hr-f m, | l::url:i_ll::. I I1-.: h|$113:11.1lll;| n.l living ol 1I|uI |.L:|.“i1‘|'|](!'-..!||13.\ dre |||;.__-I1|:| _'”_i“"i.-'mm.l which acm}_u_ntl:d Em‘
.!ad ‘gtS ] -.-.._1.3 0 u'lﬂh‘l.‘_*f ] :‘_1”;."-"'-"' had led 1o rec ||t._l.|n|'|" 1TIW|1r-.-.,|_~I||1..r i1 .h{'ﬂllﬁ I.,'.i}TT_‘|||'|'|'|_I.I'I'|“Ef-i [Sce
i) lejj Figure3 ). Provision of infrastruciure .u_'u.ul.n[uLl [oar 1 3.9% n .‘vf:'|‘.l€t1n,;l'1 and 10.7% in Igheti, Tt
Crjg implies that employvment, income generation, provision of infrastructure [ pipe-borne water,

access road. hospitals and schools) aid improvement in the standard of living of bath

COMIMUMItics.

‘--EEW vl
31 I% 50
.}I' thf_’!_- bl
Wy is |
iblic { a0
30 mIGEBET

ok E SEFETER
=== |

] 20

F |

|. 10

I I

!

.'IE 0 [ i _-_._.

_'jI improved standzid of iviegnploymenprovision of Infrastrudnrems generation
| | e SR R Ao e e
= |
| o | n = i
2 | I'igure 3: Poverty reduction through ecotourism
o ; Source: Author's Fieldwork, (2019)
144 o The communitics are involved in the ecotourism showeasing their indiecenous products which
g D
oo enhances reduction of poverty in sales of local products. This is supported by Gontul et. al
oo (2019) mn their study of assessment of tounsts 'motivation in Plateau State.

1327




‘Table 3a: Relationship between cmployme

melomthls

ireonie

Incone

Tatal

; .."15“':3“ IIIII.|

journal of Geography & Ceveloprrent

nt and monthly income in lgheti
——
| |'.||!|||_'-|I'|-."|I
Y e Mo Total
III. oni 7 I el 34
[Expacied 1 6.9 34.0
O ot
{ ot i I} 36y
EXpRCier 4.7 . 16.0
Coumnt
Counl 7 0 “
Sl 2] 5.5 27.0
Lol
ot (6] 0 6
Expected 4.8 Y o
Count
Count %2 71 103
].i.\;pg:n:md 87,0 e 45
Counl

Source: Author's Fieldwark, (2019
Calculated value (X2-crit)=53.532,
Table value (X2-1ab)y=T7.815
Significance Level =0.05

DF (Degree of Freedom ) = 3

“The results of chi-square indicated on Table 3a. The decision rule says that reject null
hypothesis (Ho)when the calculated value is greater than tabulated value at alpha 0.05 level
of significance. Therelure, null hypothesis (Ho) is rejected and alternative hypothesis (EH1)
i5 accepted. This means that there 15 a wide relationship between emplovment and monthly
income to explain socio-economic contribution of ecotourism in Old Ovo National Park,

This result implies that there is indirect employvment (corner shop. local hand eraft industry
and entertainment) which have significant impact on monthly income of respondents in

Tgheti,




|
WEEET It selocied Bl
T e AL e TS ey (Ll | |I|'||||I_I-'.|:l| i dm C) el

refriffians of feo- T
monthlyincome in Sepeteri

- RIS D

MoK
ple3b: Relationship between employment and

S
i SOITIEr
elopment

-_ .nlli.l‘-li}
income. FEimployiment
ey Yes ™o Tetal
al [ncome #18000- Count 23 5 =
34 #36000 o e ot
Expected g
4.0 Conni 1.4 22.6 T4.0
#37.000-  Count %4
& & : 0 34
- 15500 z
36 #3500 xpected i
. Clount 23.6 10.4 34.0
. [ |
| H#56000- Count 31 0 11
i i #74000 Expected :
0 Count 4 9.5 31.0
: #75000and Count 28 0 28
6 above ENncerioe
xpected
: Count 19.4 8.6 28.0
.' Total Count 116 51 167
3 | Expectled ;
| Il ot 116.0 ik 0 167.0
-' Source: Author's Fieldwork, (2019}

. Calculated value (X2-crit)=92.274
Table value (X2-tab) = 7.815
| Significance Level =0.05
: DF (Degrce of Freedom) =3
The decision rule says that reject null hypothesis (Ho) when the calculated value is greater

|
than tabulated value at alpha 0.05 level of significance. Therefore, null hypothesis (11o) 1s
pothesis (H1) is accepted. This means that therc is a significant

loyment and monthly income to explam 50Ci0-eCOnomIC

rejected and alternative hy
d Oyo National Park(See Table 3b). This result implies that

( relationship between emp

contribution of ecotourism in Ol
direct employment by the park management as tour guide, cleaners or

such as corner shop, local hand craft industry, entertamment among o
monthly income generated by respondentsin Scpeteti.

|
herefore concludes that the contributions of eco-tourism in the study area had
igenes in tourist activities.

The study t
hrough the involvement of ind
ple as livelihood of the indigenous people in the
that the government should

indigenes of host

indirect employment
thers enhanced the

promoted the cultural heritage 1

Socio-economic aspect of the life of the peo
proved. The study therefore. recommends
-tourism industry whereby

vernment should support local capacities in
and Park management should embrace

where by culture, heritage, lifestyle and

|

I

|J host community im

| enact a local content policy in the eco
J*l communities are employed. Also, the 2o
J production of crafts and other local tourist goods
|

|

indigenous knowledge and community participation
rural experience are marketed to tourist alongside other attractions.
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