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CO_NFERENCE PROCEEDINGS OF FUDMA LIUI\AIIY COMPLE ·--------------
FACULTY USAGE OF DATABASES AND lTS RELATIONSHIP To 

SKILLS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ILORIN 1Cl' 

Abstract 
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eromosclc.og@unilorin.cdu.ng 
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. r ABDULRAHEEM, Opeyemi Najeebat 
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University Library, University of Ilorin 

' I 

The purpose of this paper is to investigate faculty usage of databases and the· 
relationship to JCT skills at the University of Jlorin (UN/LORIN). Prelimina;r 
investigation has revealed tha( there is low usage of the databases provision !s 
reported by the university library administrator. The study employed stratified 
random sampling .. This method of sampling involyes the division of a population into 
smaller groups known as strata. The strata comprises Professor, Reader, Senior 
Lecturer, · Lecturer I, Lecturer II, Assistant Lecturer and Graduate Assistance. From 
the 1433 faculty members in the university, the researcher selected 20% of the total 
population. The sample size is 285 drawn from the various faculties. The instrument 

···used for data collection was questionnaire. The study revealed that there there is low 
usage of databases provision dµ.e to low JCT skills among faculty members. There 

' ·was a relationship between faculty usage and JCT skills of faculty members. The study 
recommends that faculty members should acquire adequate JCT skills as it can 
facilitate the usage of databases provisions. 

Key'X.'trds: Faculty members, Usage, Databases, ICTskills, University of Ilorin 
Tl, ,, , . 

Introd~ction , · 
,_·r· ICT evolvement and its application to education have facilitated the ease of access to 

inforllihtion resources gl~'bally. It has necessitates the employment of technology which is one 
of th~(t~bust driving fort~s of the education sector today (Mizher and Alwreikat, 2023). It has 

l' / ' l I 

enabled access to a wide 'range of online resources for research purposes through computers, 
handri~d gadgets and o_~her electroni~ devices. R,etri:ving ~nli?e i~o~ation resources ~as 
intro~~~ed changes to re

1
~~arch behaviours. Research 1s ~ sc1_ent1fi~ m~mry method by ~h1ch 

one can solve a problem through a careful and exhaustive mvestlgatlon of all ascertainable I' ')I I' evidence, bearing upon ~'definable problem (Connaway and Powell, 2010). Research became 
a fin~l .. step in most programs in every institution in education and some sort of specialized ICT 
reserif~h skills are requirdd to harness Internet technology resources driven by the development 
of ICT: (Camahalan and

1

Naparan, 2022). In response, university libraries in Nigeria are now 
fully)ritegrating techn~lcigy and playing a lead role in subscribing to research databases t,0 

facilif~le access to schol~~ly articles and journals for research purposes (Eromosele, 2019). This \C'\'W :~: .. '.. . 
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l ·' fhc i:mcrgcncc of technology introduces ncadcmic research databases (Camaha!Jn and 

, .1~· 2022). Ho:,·c,·cr, the lack of ICT research skills capabilities by faculties is a broader 

. ~lent in :1cadem1c research and the usage of on line research databases (Barber. 2020). llic 

~ rtic:nion of ~CT e, olvemc~t and \echnology application in research requires that special JCT 

:\..ill> are required to use onl~ne res~h data~ases hence faculties should be well-grounded 

.uJJ 5~ould possess the
1 

require~- skills !o retne~e information from the research databases 

;-o,is1on (Eromosele, _o 19). \\ 1th the increase m access to the IntcmeL definitions of JCT 

~~Its have expanded to include the ability to use e-mail, graphical interfac~s such as Net.scape. 

online publishing and the ability to evaluate the content of online materials such as those that 

11a,·e been archived in open access (Corl, 1996). Digital searching, types of books searched, 

allocated time per session, do,,11Ioading, digital notetaking, and book sharing are all emerging 

practices for research purpose which all requires !CT research skill (Levine-Clark, 2015; Luo 

et al., 2021 ). 
Based on technological integration to academic research, the University of Ilorin, which 

is a Federal University in Nonhcentral Nigeria has over years subscribed to online research 

databases and other open-access databases. Awareness and publicity of these resources arc 

regularly been done by the University Library to increase faculty usage of these provisions. 

The need for JCT skills acquisition by faculty has become imperative due to the advancement 

in Information and Communication Technology as special ICT skills are required to use the 

provision (Nwachw.,vu and Asorn, 2015). lo stressing the relevance of JCT research skills. 

faculty members need special skills necessary to function in the new digital age and everyday 

life in the 21st century is continuously changing and emerging. ICT research skills are vital and 

can expedite the usage of research databases in the universities ofilorin. The focus of this study 

is to investigate faculty usage of databases and their relationship to ICT skills at the University 

of llorin. 

Statement Of The Problem 
The University of Ilorin has embraced ICT provisions for its academic and research purpose. 

And the Faculty of Education of the University of llorin has benefitted from the continuous 

training, workshop and seminar organized by the University Library on the use of its free and 

subscribed research databases. It is felt that despite the huge effort put into training and the 

publicity of research database provisions by the University Library that faculty members of the 

faculty of Education, of the University would increase usage of the research databases. 

Prelimina!y investigation has revealed that there is low usage of the resources as reported by 

the database provider. This may be due to a lack of the requisite JCT research skills. The 

inference drawn is that the research databases in the University can be heavily patronized if the 

facul ty has the needed research ICT skills. This research, therefore, investigates faculty usage 

of databases and their relationship to ICT skills at the University of Ilorin. 

Objectives 
The main objective of this study is to investigate faculty usage of databases and their 

relationshi_p to JCT skills at the University of Ilorin. The specific objectives of this study are: 

• determine the level of usage of databases. among faculty members at the University or 

Ilorin. 
• _ascertain the level of ICT skills p_ossessed by faculty in utilizing databases provision by 

the institution. 
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• lnwstigak th1.: frequency of use of dutubnscs by faculty members for acadeinic ,~scm-chcs? 

Bnsc<l on this rt:scnrch objective. the following questions are answcn:d in this study. 
• - RQ l • Whnt is the_ h.:vel of usngl! of dutubuscs nmong faculty members at the University · of llorin? 

• RQ2. What is tht: level of ICT skills possessed by faculty in the usage of databases provision by the institution? 
• RQ3. What is the frequency of use of electronic resources by lecturers for acadeinic researches? 

Review of Related Literature 
Technological advancement introduces online research databases (Carnahalan and Naparan, 2022). With the introduction of online databases (e.g., EBSCOhost, ProQuest 

~':,~eI_!~Direct and Googl~ -,Scholcµ,-~_vetc.), libraries, particularly academic libraries, are no~ focusmg more on resomces than any other-:-format" accessible, making information more 
affo~dable, time-saving, ~ser-friendJf, and simple to access and utilize (Madhusudhan, 2010). Onlme scholarly publications are becoming increasingly relevant to researchers, according to s~-~~~l studies. FacultY, . members increasingly rely on research databases with a high previlence of non-traditional materials (Nicholas and Huntington, 2006). Faculty satisfaction and •ctes_ire to use online databases are determinea by the quality of electronic databases (Wahab 
et al., 2016). Research databases and various e-resources allow users to access the most up-to­date'information (Aladerl'iyi, 2017°; 'Cwebahura;<2008; Sethi and Panda, 2012). 

As such, faculty rr1embers 6-f universities are expected to develop JCT research skills in compliance with the gl"obal trends in the educational sector. It involves the application of statistical software and databases, and the creation of records and publications using programs ~fJ\~ '\~-Microsoft Offic~-}n a study conducted by Farhangnezhad and Bordbar (2013) which atmea at identifying an~·l~valuat~g, the JCT s~ills ne~ded by researchers of public libraries in r~~11jt was revealed 9,1:at skillfurge·ss in using s~ecialized software applications, general so_ftw~re applications, JCT and search skills were the most vital skills needed by researchers. 1,, ' '.]l I F' , ,. ,, '· · I ,., •·. . 
q~.c\1-iN}•ing the researc~)k,ills of ~c~demics is hard due to the variations in research processes in. dlf~rent disciplines (Adekoya, 2018). However, several writers have measured the research skillf ~1. varying extents (~illison & O'Regan, 2007; Monash University, 2013). Research Skill qh'.~\qpment (RSD) Fra111ework developed by Willison & O'Regan (2007) is applied in many ~i-~~I.B\~pes across the w9rld in the, 

1
assessment of research performance in higher schools of lf~p&'r[g. The framewo~k sees res~arch as a continuum o~ knowl~dge production, from 191~rl~pge new to the resJarcher tq ,~?wledge new to humankind, movmg from the commonly knowri} o the commonly· riot known, to the unknown. 

· t' ' - i 
11 

To use the risinf ~umber of online research databases available, one_,must learn and 
p1:i;l~~A~ the skills requif~d. These abilities include knowledge of databases' structure and i_r1~trMc-Wons that must be ~~ntered by _the searcher and grasping how the instructions are related to" ·o'tie' another. On one hand, awareness may influence researchers' use of electronic databases f~:{ ~1f ~

1
arch purposes buti~_:r researq~ skills are crucial to retrieve the needed information from r~se:~rc'f). databases. ; _. ·. . 

' ::i_~ ·~: '·-,.1In an immensely'.complicated setting where hundreds of crncial decisions are required e~b1?1t1y to enhance student leai·rling, faculty members must know a wide range of c6n~p~f encies. Accor'<;t'ing to research on the link between teaching and student accci_1_11plishment, instruct~rs' most significant effect on student success. Teachers are the most po'.te,i\ t 'influence on stud~Wt success. of all the factors under the control of a school (Babu and Meridrb, 2003). The stuqy also expJored the teachers' performance as the second dependent ·:-.· q,' : ! ( 
, .... 
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.• 1111~ :111d its con~1r.ctions to the use or ncndcmic rcscurch Jntubuses. The rcscurchcrs were 
<'.:\•~trd in dctcrniinmg whether ucnckmic rcscurch dntubuscs corrclulc to rcscurch skills 1111d 

11
11 ·I ,,::' prrfon\\lll\CC . .. ,, ,.. .. . I 1· 1'' /\ p1\:v1ous stu~ Y m_kcd on line research dntubnscs to rcscnrch productivity, concluding 

16 
h:1d a good 1~l:111onsh1p. Thi! study showed thnt faculty members with high ICT skills 

11
. ·(ll' high usage ol research dntnbnses for their research work which influences n greater ,,,.1 1 • 

1
\ ,~~:1~h output. t wn~ conducted with academic staf:T from various higher education 
in~ti111tion~; however, tlus study was conducted with secondary teachers. The study focu~cs 011 

1
,,:ichers with res~nrch engagements from schools under Pagadian City Division. Accord111~ to 

thC n!Searcher, this study could benefit teachers, schools, and even the Department of Educallon 
bc:cause the outcome is helpful in future educational programs. Faculty usage of research 

databases surges with better ICT research skills. 
In the university, the faculty members are cheered towards achieving the university ' s 

Poals as stated in the National Policy on Education (2004) which include: teaching, resear~h, 
dissemination of existing and new information Pursuit of services to the community and bemg 
a ~torehouse of knowledge. To accompli~h th~se,.responsibilities efficiently require th~ use of 
the _computer. These there(ore call for a v~riety of computer skills which are useful and 111 some 
cases requ_ired as an essential part of teaching and learning (Nwachukwu and ~som, 2~ 15). 
Corroborating the above assertion Okwilagwe and Ogbomo (2012) noted that mf~mrntt~~ ~nd 

conummication technologies have resulted in a need for the learning of new skills, ab~hties, 
and. capabilities/competencies to effectively and efficiently handle job-related tasks 111 the 
electronic environment. Knowledge, skill and competence with computer technology are no~ 
vital assets for all employees in institutions and organizations. For instance, a study oflecturers 
use of electronic research databases found that use was influenced by such factors as the 
ccirilputirig skills of academics (Waldma;;, 2003). They further noted that research has indicated 
that the~e are technical factors that do affect ICT use by faculty. ICT research skills may be a 
factor that influences faculty usage of scholarly research databases. ICT research skills have 
become extremely important as we witness an intensive use of automated systems and tools in 
learning and teaching activities as it has a strong relationship with faculty usage of research 
datab~ses (Al-Daihani, 2011). As a result, the ICT component has become critical in scholarly 
research. 

Jo;;dan (2003). identifies some of the ICT. skills needed by researchers in utilizing and 
retrieving information from research data,bases and the findings have been found useful to this 
study. Explaining these ICT skills, he made vivid the following skills: resolving minor 
tec~n~cal. 'hitches; good searching skills on the Internet; downloading online electronic 
resources; knowledge of file formats; ability to evaluate the content of online materials, good 
knowledge of web browsers, integrating skill, creating Skill and management skill. 

Ba.sed on the literature reviewed, it has been observed despite the multiplicity of 
advantage_s offered by the ICT technologies; the use of electronic research databases seems to 
be ~r1inirri~I among the fact1lty. The conventional method appeared to dominate research, 
teaching _ard learning activities (N~achi1kwu and Asom, 2015). This is supported by Aina 
(2015) wl70 observed that previous research on the research databases is low. This might be a 
resLilt of. inadequate ICT research skills possessed by the faculty member in the usage of 
restarch databases. Moreover, preliminary investigation has revealed that subscribed databases 
usage is low in the University Ilorin. This report was gotten from the head of the Electronic 
Support Service Division of the University Library (2022). However, the usage of the provision 
is an esseptial factor for growth and developmen~ in research. The study tends to investigate 
fac,~l.ty .u~age of research d~tabases and their relationship to ICT research skills in the faculty 
of e,ducation of the University of Ilorin. · 
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~ldho<lolo~· 
_ Tl~is t'\'S1..':\l~h invcsti ~atcs ti\\.: \lhy usage ut' dulubnses und its rclutionship _lo ICT skills 
11\ th1..• l 1n\\~1'$ity ,,f th.win. Ni~erin. The study uJupt the survey design. It wus sullnblc for the s1u<l~ l)C\.''-1\ISI.' it helps the rcscurchcr to gut her dutu on th1: 
~ubj1...'\'.L The sun·ey is app1\)priutc tor this study because it will enuble the re_scu.rchcr lo derivl: 
1t\:'q\lrnl.'.y. e,~- lth1..· numbers registering 11 particular opinion (FluidSurveys feam, 2014). Thr.: 
T'\.'SNns1..·s from the survey will form the basis of the findings. The study will employ a stratified 
r,mJt,m sampling. technique for the selection of all faculty which involves the division of a 
l)\)pubtion into smaller groups known as strata. The strata comprises Professor, Reader, Senior 
~~tu~r. lectu~r l, Lecturer II , Assistant Lecturer and Graduate Assistance. From the 1433 
taculty members in the university, the researcher selected 20% of the total population. The 
s..unple size is 285 drawn from the various faculties. The instrument used for data collection was questionnaire. 

Results and Discussion of Findinos 
This section of the study presents the results and discussions of faculty usage of databases and 
its l'elttt.ionship to ICT skills at the University ofllorin. 
lnstru~ents administration and return rate for faculty members 

· 1'1:wo hundred and eighty-five (285) copies of the questionnaire designed for the study were · · '-' '~dministered to faculty members at the University of Ilorin. Of the copies administered, 
' ·_twb hundred and seventy two (272) copies were retrieved. This is due to the unavailability 
:. iand ·unwillingness of some of the respondents to respond and participate in the study at the · :·point of data collection . 
. le jl, : \ 

Ta~le,l: Instruments administration and return rate 
· UlliYersity of Ilorin ., 
·Le,cturers .,, ' Distribution Return 
-.P~ofessors ... 49 46 
Jlt'lad~rs 22 17 
Seruor Lecturers 44 40 
t:ec'turer I 

,, 
46 46 

· Lecftlrer II 
. . , 

46. -
44 

As~i~tant Lecturers .. , 
62 62 

d 'raduate Assistance 
'i I 

16 16 . \ ( . . 
285 271 ' : LU t ... . 

Tatile'2: Su sen e an 1pen b 0 b d d 0 A ccess D t b a a ases p . UNILORIN rov1s10ns m 
DATABASES - STATUS 
Pro'Quest . r: . Subscribed 

, Em,enildlnsight . . , . ' . Subscribed 
JS(o.r,: - Open 
Hwar~ - - Subscribed 
Agor.a - - Subscribed 
Oare·.~ -- - Subscribed 
Ardi ,. Subscribed 
Google Scholar 

- . Open 
Institutional Repository · Open 
ScienceDirect 

-· Subscribed 
Eb~co.host Subscribed 
·Rese~rchGate Open 

., 
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.. thr tcrd of uso~~ of ,1i,,11hnSl's nmon~ fnc11l1y nu!111IH11·s ■ c Cho UnlVl'r~lly of 

''""~' ,~ . . , 
1l11r111 

• The :m:,ly~is sho\\'l\l th:11 UNI LORIN respondents usngc ol' ProQucst, 1•: mcrnl<lli rniyht . 
l:it:,b:,~1.' with ,~sp\_mse rate ur kss extent 53( 19.6%), 53( 19.6%) und 57(21.0%) roOc1,;1 

.1~11'\ ;,c d:1t:1b:1sc has low usage. Th1.' nnnlysis also showed thut open ucccss dutubu~c~ t1 ud1 

11~11l, ,k' ~chul:\r :ml\ Institutional Reposito111 nrc rnrcly used for rcseurch ot u n:spo11sc rote of' 
~

11
'\~ .~ 1\,) . 54( 19,\)'~o). Consequently, it cnn be deduced from lhe results of the unulysls tlwl 

11
;\ : i:- :, k)\\. usage of the databases provision tor research purpose at the UN !LORIN• 

l :ibk J. Ll s:tgc of Datnbascs by Faculty Members in the Univel'siCy of llodn 

o:1rJb~1scs VHU HU LU NAA 

JStur 0 0.0% 25 9.2% 57 21.0 189 69.7 

% % 

1 Hinan 0 0.0% 12 4.4% 61 22.5 198 73.1 

% % - 0 0.0% 29" 10.7 51 18.8 191 70.5 ·A&ora 
% % % 

Oare 2 0.7% 11 4.1% 58 21.4 200 73.8 

% % 

Ardi 3 1.1% 14 5.2% 66 24.4 188 69.4 
% % 

Google Scholar 2 0.7% 13 4.8% 70 25.8 186 68.6 
% % 

, Institutional Repository 3 1.1% 19 7.0% 54 19.9 · 195 72.0 
j • · % % 

ScienceDirect 1 0.4% 13 4.8% 65 24.0 192 70.8 
% % 

Ebscohost 0 0.0% 9 3.3% 63 23.2 199 73.4 
% % 

Research Gate 0 0.0% 24 8.9% 49 18.1 198 73.1 
% % 

Key: VGE = Very High Usage, GE= High Usage, LE= Less Usage and NAA = Not At 
All - . 

What is the level ofICT skills possessed by faculty in the usage of databases provision 
by the institution? 

The study examined different ICT skills and the findings revealed that faculty members 
do not possessed adequate ICT skills particularly in resolving minor technical hitches response 
rat~ of 79(29.2%). As for searching skills on the Internet, findings showed that faculty skills 
were low 64(23.6%). \Vith regards to downloading skills, study revealed that faculty member 
possessed a minimal skills with ease at downloading from online databases with 80( 100%) 
response rate. The knowledge of file formats skills such as manipulating files in PDF, JPEG 
and DOC etc. , response rate I 29 (47.6%). These skills are crucial when downloading resources 
in different file formats, otherwise the file will be unusable .. In evaluation skills, studies 
showed that the response rate was 181 (66.6%). In using web browsers, the response rate was 
102(37.6%). A deduction from report shows that JCT skills investigated is low among faculty 
!Ile~bers sampled for the study and the study therefore established that faculty members needs 
~o improve on their JCT skills. 
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Tttblc 4: The lc\ld of ICT skills nosscsscd by focuU-v in the usnl!e of databases provision Rcsol\ling minor tcchnicnl F % F % F % F % hitches 
Removing malicious/viruses 79 29.2% 176 64.9% 14 5.2% 2 0.7% -program from my computer 
bv sca1min~ it with nntivrus 
Fixing mycomputerwhen 24 8.9% 76 28.0% 141 52.0% 30 11.lo/; wh~n is hanging without 
forceful shutdown 
Knowledge in resolving 
minor browsing problem 
Repairing and recovering 
damaged file in the computer 

26 

4 

-)i ~~ff hing skills on t~e . 
Internet - ' ,'l_' { (' 

1~n....erate and combine- search 
t¢.f P!:; (keywords) to ;~,tisfy 
th\\1tCquirements of a 

' -~:8 
; 

-pcj~t~-~ular research task·- · - -
'i'" 

64 EfKis iently browse on~_or 
rn,oft web resources to locate 
-pertinent information.·.:.· . -- - -· 

Q~9ding what types pf web 
ff,~pprces might yield.the 
· ~q~\ useful informati9n for a 
paxtj~ular need , ~ -~ _ . 

-D.O,W,J1loading Skills ; · . - l . . . : 

. 1.,p~ting downloadedJ ile 
.. Witlt ease ~, .-
· ~~<?~ding duplication of 
-downloaded file . -
Ra~~; at downloadingf ~~m 
8i;i}i!{e databases and. . 
repQ~itories .. 
Knowledge of file fortjtats . s~iis . ' ' 

: , • ' · .. . 

- In~fulling and using a file 
r~~c{~r to read document~ in 
PQF:, JPEG and DOCcformats 
wbe1-1 accessing a file . 

. Convert file to desired f 01mat 
-E~.aluation Skills · · 
h1dging the relative 

-µ_si fulness of provideq,web 
p~g~s and online database 
joµr11al articles T, 

, 
~ . \ 

--

43 

- - - --

-

127 
- ---

64 
-

60 

- -
; ,. 

---

60 

79-
.. -

' -

46 
-
: 

' 

9.6% 140 51.7% 94 34.7% 11 4.1% 

1.5% 34 12.5% 144 53.1% 88 32.5% 

.. - ·-

17.7% 182 67.2% 40 14.8% 1 0.4% 

23.6% 165 60.9% 37 13 .7% 5 1.8% 

15.9% 165 60.9% 61 22.5% 2 0.7% 

-

46.9% 128 47.2% 8 3.0% 6 2.2% 

23 .2% 165 60.9% 34 12.5% 8 3.0% 

22.1% 142 52.4% 67 24.7% 2 0.7% 

- - - · -

22.1% 129 47.6% 38 14.0% 44 16.2% 

7.0% 1r 26.2% 95 35.1% 86 31.7% .. 
I 

17.0% 199 73.4% 19 7.0% 7 2.6% 

.. i 1"'._, ' _ _____ ~--------------------. . · / , 
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,,,, ~ ataba;-- ,t(, 17.0% - --
.. ,,hi.' . I 181 66.6% 43 15.9 2 0.7% 
I;'' , ·n:- :1ppt\)pl't:\li: y C\ll'l'Clll 
"\,111.\1 , , • \,J ~ nt 1ntonn:\t1un. ______ 

1 ~ dinu th1.' c~tent lu which a 57 , I 0111 -
J)-'1.1 ~ , .. , i'O 158 58.3% 53 19.6% 3 1.1% 
"\,!IC\'til,n (\I l~S0llt~i:s 
~iit1i('ii:ntly con~rs a ,~search 
;11\';1 

· ~kills in thl' use of web 
urowsrr 
N:iYig.ating w~bpages and 102 37.6% 130 48.0% 39 14.4% 0 0.0% 
usin~ web browser with ease 
Clearing cache from web 16 5.9% 70 
browser to speed up Internet 

25.8% 101 37.3% 84 31.0% 

speed 
I ntegrating Skills 
-Sifting ~ll forms of 51 18.8% 128 47.2% 92 33.9% 0 0.0% 

information to bring o~t the . 
most useful content 
Summarizing and synthesize 29 10.5% 133 49.1% 95 31.5% 14 5.2& 

information from a variety of 
types of sources according to 
specific criteria in order in 
or~er to compare inforll)ation 
and make a decision 
Creating Skills 
Formatting and editing a 39 14.4% 126 46.5% 102 37.6% 4 1.2% 

document according to a set 
of editorial specifications 
<;:reating a presentation slide 20 7.4% 156 57.6% 84 31.0% 11 4. 1% 

t_o support a position on a 
controversial topic · 
Management Skills 
Categorizing e-mails into 27 10.0% 154 56.8% 78 28.8% 12 4.4% 

appropriate folders based on a 
critical view of the e-mails' 
contents 
Knowing how to arrange 20 7.4% 135 49.8% 110 40.6% 6 2.2% 
personnel information into an 
organi~tional chart 

·sorting.files, emails and 13 4.8% - 95 35.1% 151 55.7% 12 4.4% 
database returns to clarify 
clusters of related information 

Key: VH = Very High, H = High, L = Low and VL = Very Low 

What is the frequency of use of databases by faculty for academic researches? 
It was ooserved that ProQuest usage at the University of llorin has a response rate of 
149(55.0%) weekly, Emeraldlnsight database usage response rate was 96(35.4%) weekly and 
Jstordatabases usage response rate was 120(44.3%) weekly. Also, it was observed that Google 
search engine/Google scholar was the most widely used research database with response rate 
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t) t' \ 73(6\8%) and this could be ntlributcd to its open ucccss nuture uncl th_e downloading or m,\tcria\s without use,~ restrictions. Thouijh ProQuest dutnbuscs also hos fmrly high usage on weekly basi:- but when compm-cd with ovcrnll dutnbusl.ls provisions; the usage statistics wus l0w, Tht' databases thut wc,-c ncvct' used by some rcspondcnts were JStor and Agora with 1~SIX'"~e rate of 3(3.8%) und \ 3( I 6.2%). Nevt!rtheless, it can be observed that databases ure lx~n used but the overall usuge is low when compared to 285 respondents that participated in the study. Skills needed to use, downloads ~md retrieving of materials downloaded from ~ubs~ribcd databases were low among some faculty in the study. It study therefore deduced that the possession of higher ICT skills will facilitate high usage of research database. 

Table 5. Frequency of usage of databases by facultv at the Universir ' of Ilorin Dstnbnscs Doily Weekly Monthly Quarterly Yenrly Occasion oil Never 
V 

F % F % F % F % F % F % F % -... 

ProQ'u~sf. :=.: 10 3.7% . ~·149 55.0%' 11 4.1% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 10 37.3% 0 0.0% 
I Emerarctn1Si e.ht 0 0 .0% _·71 26.2% · 96 35.4% 19 7.0% 0 0.0% 80 29.5% 0 o.oo/;-

. . '. \ ~ 

JStc>'r ·" · ,. · 9 3.3% - ,20 44.3% 49 18.1% 34 12.5% 8 3.0% 45 16.6% 3 3.8o/;;-·.\ . •~k ~\ -· % Hina.ri . ~-\- 25 9.2% . 159 58 .7% 42 15.5% 7 2.6% 7 2.6% 30 11.1% 0 o.oo/;-... ...... ,..., .... " 
' Agora . ' _, 0 0.0% 22 8. lo/~ . 18 6.6% 43 15.9% I 0.4% 11 43 .5% 13 16.2-. ~l 'l1 U~ ', 

8 % Oare· st .il 8 3.0% ; 11 4.1%1• 16 5.9% · 15 5.5% 0 0.0% 62 22.9% 0 0.0%-, d , (" , '1 ·: , ,· -
Go?ile(Q~ogle 173 63 .8% j 3 26.9% 7 2.6% II 4.1% 0 0.0% 7 2.6% 0 o.oo/;;-Scholat' ' '- ) . 

Institutional 133 49.1% 114 42.1% 8 3.0% 10 3.7% 0 0.0% 6 2.2% 0 o.oo/;-ReoQsjfonf J ·, . . ,. 
S_ci~~~~P.lfect 99 36.5% ~o 29.5% 29 10.7% 3 1.1% 8 3.0% 52 19.2% 0 o.oo/;;-
Ebscohost 27 10.0% 68 25 .f¾ 91 33.6% 9 3.3% 0 0.0% 76 28.0% 0 o.oo/;;-c-
Res~~!(Gate 14 5.2% ·92· 2+.9cro- 10 37.6% -· 13 4.8% 0 0.0% . 75 27.7% 0 0.0%-

2 - - -·- · .. Keyc11Daily, Weeldy, Monthly. Quarterly, Yearly, Occasionally and Never 
7-·•-'- - ..... 

· , ,,· . . i . 
Conclusion and Recommendation 

-~. ~-1T-ICT skills is ess·eritial in the usage of online databases provisions. The result of the -:anal-¥sis shown that usage.9fdatabases provisions-were low because faculty possess low needed _ 'skUls, ,The ICT examined are crucial and they form basic necessary skills to retrieve :-- iiiforrn~tion materials from the Internet. It is tnerefore imperative that faculty members pay adequate attention in acquiring this_skills. Thisjs because the goal of every faculty is support tea9.1~fig, learning and research. Publishing and ·reseai:ch is core to faculty responsibilities. · Re~µ1tfhg from the findings, the fol-lowing recommendations were made: 
1 ,. ;_1 1tFh.e university should. engaged in intensive sensitization and enlighten programmes to ;_. .. --~~Hi.lcate faculty in ICT skills. This is because ICT skills acquisition is believed to facilitate . ~: ~ t{e usage of daiabases ,provision~-
2:..__I h.e study recomITl.~n<Js that J CT skills seminar, workshop and training should be a _ · · ·r,·ccintinuum so as get all faculties to be acquitted with the skills In-service training on ICT . . ~_skill literacy for fas:ulty shoul~ pe institutionalized as part of the development plan to -.•. ··) ·enhanced databases 'bsage. 

,,J_.JJ
1
fit~ulty should p~t \?

1:more effq~s in s~l~-development on ICT skills acquisition by paying · '. lo acquire the skills !)r from onl,me trammg. . • . 
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.. 1 , university should support 'II\ I . · 1 , , , 1 ; 1 ll . · • 1. 1
. ' c prov,( c cn:1bl111g onviro11111c11t for ICT 11 kill 11 11cqu1 111t 0 11 

· •trill' by pl'OV tl mg re 1 ·tbh.• Int , • · I t 
t ( ) ~ _. ,, . . . , • , . ' , . c, llCl _sl'rv11.:cs: good networking lnfrustruclurc for n,tcrnc 
~l-n Ill~ and p\mc1 backup Ill cuse ot power cut for networking devices such ns sw1tcl1c:1 
:lllll t\)\ltcr. 
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