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;\bstract

Crises tensed in the northern part of the Federal Republic of Nigeria between 2008 and 2015
trom 2016 1o 2018 the government asserted different approaches 10 stricken out the menace.
Nigerians, especially those from outside the crises theatre and the international communities arc
nursing diflerent interpretations against the Northerners of Nigeria. They raised tensions.
psychic trauma, insccurity and loss of hope about the sustenance of Nigerian unity. Only a few
ndividuals carc 10 deive into the past relations of the northerners and other Nigerians (O providc
a manipulative strategy against the criscs. However, this study examines the cconomic relations
of the Kanawa (the people ol Kano) and a few linguistic groups of Nigeria, as a panacca 10
adjust the feelings of people who are losing interest in the unity of Nigeria as a nation-state. The
study adopted historical methodology, by making use of primary and secondary SOUTces ol
tormation. The work covers the pre-colonial, colonial and post-colonial periods of relations
amony the ethnic groups in Kano. The paper concludes that the adjustment of the mental attitude
of individuals toward change and sustenance of the country is germane 10 the historical

assessment of 1ssues and events.

Keywords: I-conomic Relation, National Integration. Adjustmen

Introduction

Building a harmonious pation is @ major concem for patriotic citiZens ol ¢very country
Il is imperative 1o note ihat cominon among the nations of the world are those formed by multi
cthnic groups. the existence of a given country is a design ol nature, and culture has been a stron;
(actor that distinguishes one group from the other. Considering the Limirate of Kano as 4
iflustration, this paper examines the merit inherent in the community ethnic groups for nalivni
integration. 1t would cmphasisc the fact that the survival and well-being of Nigeria depen
largely on tandard administration. Importantly, the paper implores the nations of Nigena 1
nroperly manage and sustain the idea/heritage of the cosmopolitan staies of Nigeria to susta
peacciul co-gxistence.

Prelude to the British amalgamation of Nigeria in 19 (4. the ethnic groups In 1t
scopraphical arcas of the Niger arca have been interacting based on economy. S0t iety, politics ai
religion. The elfective occupation and cstablishment of the colonial administration was just, bas
on an identical leature of relations among the people of the arca. The survival of the features
the |rans-Saharan; the success of the Luropean trading companics before the amalgamation ol 1
Southern and Northern protectorate of the Niger arca: the e[Tective occupation and establishms

93



-
-

r .

1 +*

Lapai Journal of Nigeria History ~* Vol. 14 No. 1, December 2022

‘._ ’HI{;}I‘_j'II‘ L l

An Appraisal of Economic Status of the M ulti-Ethnic
Groups in Kano City for National Integration

Suleiman Abdul-Rahman Adebayo® and Onagun Rasheed"
PR Histary, Departienl of Hlistory and International Studies, Facully of Arts, Universily of orin. Horin, Nigeria.
b Pl story, Departaent of Thstory and International Studies, Faculiy of Arts. Lmiversity of Horin. Hofin, Mgera
Corresposdany emaik andulrahman.as amlorinedunge, havehijan @ gmaid.rom

—____________._-——————__'—_
Abstract

Crises tensed in the northern part of the Federal Republic of Nigeria between 2008 and 2015,
From 2016 1o 2018 the government asserted different approaches to stricken out the menace.
Nigerians, especially those from outside the crises theatre and the international communities are
nursing different interpretations against the Northerners of Nigeria. They raised tCnsions.
psychi¢ trauma. insccurity and loss of hope about the sustenance of Nigerian unity. QOnly a fcw
ndividuals care to delve into the past relations of the northerners and other Nigerians Lo providc
a4 manipulative strategy against the crises. However, this study cxamines the economic relations
of the Kanawa (the pcople of Kano) and a few linguistic groups of Nigeria, as a panacca to
adjust the Teelings of people who are losing interest in the unity of Nigeria as a nation-state. The
study adopted historical methodology. by making use of primary and secondary sources ol
information. The work covers the pre-colonial, colonial and post-colonial periods of relations
among the ethnic groups in Kano. The paper concludes that the adjustment of the mental attitude
of individuals toward change and sustenance of the country is germane 10 the historical
assessment of issues and events.

[Keywords: 1

Introduction

Building a harmonious nation is a major concern lor patriotic citizcns of every country.
It is imperative to note that comimon among the nations of the world are thuse formed by multi-
cthinic proups. The existence of a given country is a design of nature. and culture has been a strong,
factor that distinguishes one group from the other. Considering the Emirate of Kano as an
llustration. this paper examines the merit inherent in the community ethnic groups for nationi!
integration. 1t would emphasisc the fact that the survival and well-being of Nigeria depend
lareety on standard administration. Importantly, the papcr implores the nations ot Nigeria 1o
properly manage and sustain the idea’heritage of the cosmopolitan states of Nigeria to suslain
peaceful co-existence.

Prelude to the British amalgamation of Nigeria in 1914, the cthnic groups in the
veographical areas of the Niger arca have been interacting based on cconomy, society. politics and
religion. The effective occupation and cstablishment of the colonial administration was just, bascd
on an wentical feature of relations among the peoplc of the arca. The survival of the features of
the Vrans-Saharan: the success of the Curopean trading companies belore the amalgamation of the
Southern and Norhern protectorate of the Niger area. the effective occupation and establishment
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of colonial administration: the independence and post-independent era ol Nigeria are selel
dependent on the pre-existing homoegenous culturat, raditional. social, ccononue and pﬂ“l‘it;ll
interaction of the populace of the territory that was later named Nigeria. Fhe tormation ol the
Northern. Western and Fastern regions by the Republic ol Nigeriu swas not contrarny to
coalescence but a coherent step of administration needed to toster umty aimong cthoie groups
of Nigeria. Although. the creation of the first state by the tederal government of Nigera i
1967 was borne out of abhorrent civil war. vet the ereation of the state was historecathy
recognized as a strategy to abort the menace ol war. Phitosophically . one cannot rule out the
existence of contlicting interests among the executive, legistative. pudiciary. elites and massoes
of a given country as logical imuricacies of the paraphernalia needed tor building and
sustainimg a reputable State.
| e mterruption of the second republic swas designed by the successtul coup detat of
Major General Muhammadu Buliar and Brgadier Babatunde Fdiagbon. The mihitary regenie goes
ana tactical jack of the admimistration by Major Gen: Ihralim Ghadamoes Babangida, Part of
the britliant success recorded by the admimistration of Babangida was the mtroduction and
establishiment of the sin geopalitical zones in Nigera, and the sis geopolitical zones i Nigerna s
Ja major consttutional division in Nigeriao created durtng the regime of President Tbrahim
Ghbadamaosi Babangida' Nigernan cconomic, politcal and cducational reseurces are olten shined
across the zone. T as mperative o aftivm that the zoning practice s essental because Nigera s
made up of approximately 06 ethnig groups and 430 languages Thus there was a need for the
covernment to merge simitar aroups for the offective altocation of resources. bguatly important is
the fact that the creation ol the zones broadening the coneept of mutual mteractions withm the
ceonomic and socta-culturab milieu of Niveria
| he nomenclatures of the ceopobitical zones are as follows:
e North Centrat (Nigeria): Joosely known as MNhddle Belt imcludes Bonue Stae. Kogr State,
Iowvara State, Nasarawa State, Niger State, Federad Capital Territory and Plateau Stae
o North Fast (Nwerad): Adwmmawa State, Baochi stote, Bornu State. Paraba State and Yobe
State
o North West (Nigeria): Jigawa State, Kadona State. Rano State, latsina State. Kebbr State.
Sokoto State and Zamlbara Stare
« South Tast (Nigeriay Joosety known as the formwer Bast-Central State of Abia Siate.
Anumbra State, Fbhony State, Foucu State and Tmo State
o  South-South (Nirgeriay: loosely knosvn as the former South-F astern state of Ak a- ot
State and Cross-River State former River State of Bavelsa State and River State: and fornrer
Mid-Western Region, Nigerta of Detta State and 1-do State
o South WestiNigena) mchndes TR State. Lagos State. Ogun State. Ondo State, Osun State.
and Ovo State.
it should not be overemphasised that the detunct Northemn, Western and | oastern
Regrons ol Nigena were conselidated into the current geopolitical zones ol Niceria. 1t should
be recalfed that the outbreak ofthe Nigeria avit war of 15, Junuary 1966 Novenber (970
borne the creation of the fist 12 sttes of Nicermn However, the historicad relevance of

Chp s punchinge comnew s consttution sy sevpohucal zooes divid notihi- south
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cconomic relations of the cosmopolitan Emirate of Kano is looked into to justify a nced for
continuity and national intcgration.

\Brief History of the Cosmopolitan Stale of Kano

Kano is onc of the ancient towns of the central Sudanic States. 1he history of the ongin
A the town revolves around the traditional legends of Bayagida. Historical activitics surrounding
the toswnship of Kano apparently suggcest that the city has been in existence night from the HO™
AD.

However. a source acclaimed that the exact date for the founding of the city is unknown
but sources put the probable date ol its [oundation at the end of the 9" century.” Kano had gained
prominence as far back as the l:uropean medicval period. Trans-Saharan activitics of the 14"
century could not be disregarded as a factor that sustained and maintained the conncction of the
¢ity ol Kano with other ethnic groups of the Niger area. The cthnic groups include the Taureg. the
Futani. the Wangara, the Kanuri, the Arab and the Nupe. In the 14" century, the Wangarawa [rom
Mali were the most popular ethnic that propetled the spread of islam around the corndor of Kano,
Distance. environmental and economic forces invariably held a sizeable number of the Wangara
(v acculturate Kano. The carliest people who inhabited the place were said to be the [Hausa who
waced their immigrant movement from the Central East. Agriculture was the main occupation.
prior to further exposure to the aspect of traditional artistries and industries. Of course, within the
confines of what was later known as Hausa fand. the Kano partook in ancient wandering activitics.

Ethnic Pluralism in Kano

t-arlier in the pre-Colonial period, nteractions between Kano and other ethnic groups
of the Niger area were perpetual. The westward of Kano to the Yoruba up to Port Novo in the
nresent republic of Bini was having common economic interest with Kano. Caretul hindsight
must be adopted to appraise the ancient Kano-Horin-Yoruba land caravan trader routes that
terminated at Aldah in port Novo to buttress our point. The main trader routes (caravan) from
Kano going to the South and crossing the Niger at Eggan, Lafiagi. Ogudu and Jebba. converged
with:

. Ogbomosho-Ekiti-Akoko:

i, Ogbomosho-Tbadan-Abcokuta-1.agos
1 Ibadan-ljaye-I'idit-Oyo.

Fhe [gbos, the Tjaws, the lisherikis. and the Urhobos to mention but 4 few among the
cast-southern groups had littoral contact with Kano before the advent ol the Luropeans. Greal
cmphasis should be much more importantly Taid on the fact that the Y orubas, espectally the
Horins were among the firstimmigrants to Kano. However. it is generally unduerstood that Kano
recorded its greatest pre-colonial influx of immigrants between the establishment of the Fulani
mirate (1806) and the reign of Emir [brahim Dabo (1817-1846). the Lmir considerably
encouraees Yoruba and other migrant groups to settle in Kano.’

ohapn AN Kame Tu Dabo Cigarn, Zara Borthem Nigena Publishing company. L1978 P 3

Mterview by Usman. A1 and Buko A wath Abdullabi 5 Otowo. Bustness-man Yoruba leader. Sabon-Ger Rano
UEn32000  Aee 70 (bert, 10 Jthnre  Kano Relations ina Nigernia cily A Thistorical Perspective ol the ausa
I_‘__'hv Gatlict 1953199 ibadan IFRA T3 10pe 3 and NAK AR ano Prol 3820, SabonGen Allinrs. N AK /Ko Pral
X2 Sabon-Gan
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I history. mention was made of a time when there was animostty among the nations
of the Yoruba Lmpire betore its finul collapse on the cve of the second decade ol the 9™ century
1he colkapse of the Old Oyo lmpire brought about internedine war. wlneh made many people tlee
to different tocations where they could embrace peace. Having retained the brotherhood selations
with the Awnaa, it was quite comlortable for several Yoribi to micrate to kano A particula
menton should be made of the Tact that states- Horin Teadan. Oebomosho. Abeokuta and Tase
cimerved as political and commerciat centres of Yoruba land as a result ol the demise of the
Oy o bpire. e could be understood thal e sustenance of the cosopolitan aity of Kano o
rom the carly 19" century is important the fact that o served as o hedenut tor asizabie namber
ors cime o Kane i Jarpe numbers danng

of Yoruba azainst the loss of hives: As the Yoruba sctl
this period. they founded the tamous setdement of Yoruba in Kano Lo, Haeiar Aveagr This could
be reparded as an important development e the History ol Yoruba scttlement in Kanoo As i the
Case ol the Arabs fronm the Middle Fast and Warrearavea from Mals the Tong stas ol Yoruba i Kano
coupled with then nvolvement i many achivities with Aanaiva fed guite o Tot af them to b
Latesanized.
Several authors aereed that the construction of the rathsay systeim botween 189G and t9 1]
engendered muass movement of notonly the Yoruba but other croups across the Niger arcato kano
I he dine was opened to traffic on 1 Apnl 19120 Henee: the delivitios of the Rosal Nogor Company
were metamorphosed. I the carly twennieth century. the London and o trading company s
extablished Howas the first imperialist finn (o operate in the s feshoudd be remembered that the
natine spmmung industny of Kane tas been shouldering the respansibilities of exporting varn to
Yorubatand. By and larec. the Puropean Trading Company later ar ned and estabbished m Kano
o hojack the traditional industries based on modem terins

Iostablishiment of Sabon-Gan

As part of measuies to cater Tor the mierest of migrant communities b KNano. Sabon-Gerl
was established i 1918 10 attracted diverse ethme groups nto Kanoo to provide services s
<ervants, clerk and wrtisan” ! and anumber of the road network was opened More Yoruba mizrants
were attracted 0 Kano duting the 19208 becduse of increasing ccononiic oppoctunities I 1912
there were m Kano 1478 Yorubas miost of them were traders engaeed meaither roundnat bas e
or brineing kolanuts. oilsali, futs and Yoruba cloths inexchunge for potasho shins and ivestock
cspecially cattle from Kano ™ The population estimate of Kane Townshipan 1957 mdicated 13-4
Yoruba residents, 2100 m 942 and 2048 m 19437 The nunbors contimue o omncrdase e the
19405 and SOs. fn 1954 Yoruba were the second largest immnigrant groap m Kano with a total of
S174 persons  The 19406 witnessed an upright development among the Yoruba mmgrant in
koano Several assocaations sprang np among the ethine groups include eba Mutaal Associatton,
Liebu Youne Men Association. Owa National Society, Fagos Colony Union and Bt Progressive
Uvions They all performed the statutery Tunction of placemuent azencics tor neweomais (1 catine
cmploviment and accultuiation. Tn 1912 the entire Yoruba cthnie associitions mereed and formad

A tarts Peltoo oo mbiabatanis

ke VA Sowcto- b eerneng Lhstooy o Sabvow-vreantr Bt AR IV U N R R LV T N I
Mthenes TS A
ad ) i Lol atrons 1l N RS FLEES [ lve settbenrent o1 Sabec-Cnars Bearme Doy Do) ol Hlamannitie~ TIERY

Vol N TRt poo n?

NoVR Ko Prot s Popalation Statstes Koo Jossiip Dwropeans Ssoans Sabs Noanee Torerenor
O s |"'J':l';‘-:‘l -

956



Lapai Journal of Nigeria History @ Vol. 14 No. 1, December 2022
55N 2006-0318

the Yoruba Center Welfare Association. which became the main organ for promoting unity.

A host of cthnic groups such as Urhobo, Itshekin, [iaw, and Edo felt their ways to Kano,
at the inception of th e railway in 1912, Some members of these groups engaged in merchandise.
while several were gaining employment with the European Company. Those who reside
permanently served as a mentor for new immigrants that trooped indier the Second World War.
I should however be noted that most of these were identified with lgbos, especially by the lHausa,
whose perception was that every Christian is an Igbo. Opportunity for trade and employment as well
45 social consideration is noticed among the factors that motivated the lgbos 10 Kano. Aiding factors
for the mass movement of the 1gbo include: the invention of railway and the opening of network
road. The Lagos-Kano raitway line (704 miles) was completed in 1911, while the Pon tarcourt-
Kana line (600 miles) was completed in 1926. Coupled with the development of Ports in Lagos and
Port Harcourt hinks, Kano created nerves of commercial and administrative centres across Kaduna.
Tos. Ibadan. Abcokuta, Enugu and Lokoja. In various capacitics, roads were expanded as [eeders o
(e railway between 1917 and 1925, Development of telephone and telegraph industries: and postal
agencies propelled the objectives of National Economic lntegration; hence, there was 4 tmass
migration to the North (Kano). Paden, (1970: 258) attests that’s:

I'rom inception, Sabon-Geri has been largely inhibited by Southern Nigerians,

primarily the Yoruba and Igbo. Initially, the Yoruba were the dominant groups:

by 1912 of 2,000 inhabitants, 1,478 were Yoruba. But following the mass

movements occasioned by the Sccond World War, the lgbo moved in large

aumbers. and soon overtook the Yoruba as the dominant group. In the mid-1950s,

59%, of Sabon-Geri population was Igbo, while the Yoruba were only 24%.*

Marriage Contract and Union

The South easterner settlers of Kano were not all socially isolated [rom having marriage
contact with ausas. Several numbers of lgbo women married from the Hausa, the Yoruba or cven
other ethnic groups. while it's not uncommon to have Y oruba women or Hausa marricd from Igbo.”
Some of the couples have even gone far lo embrace one another’s religion. Yoruba settlers many of
them coming from Kwara/ Kogi states have mixed and integrated more with the host Hausa
community than the Igbo.'" Many of their women have ausa husbands, while some of the older
settlers have relocated from Sabon Geri to areas like Tudun Wada, Brigade and Gyedi Gyedi. with
4 few even living in the holy city." [>epartmentalization, rather than segregation broadencd the
interaction among the ethnic groups. 1t is exemplified by the Nupe at Tudun Nafawa, the Wangara
in Sharifai. the luaregs in Agadasawa and the Arabs in Durimin-Turawa. Fhe dignitarics and
scculturation of settlers reflected. to some extent in the naming of the streets in accordance with the
arigin or culture of the ethnic groups dwelling in Sabon Geri. Thus, we have Warri, Urhobo, B3enin,
Abcukutla. Yoruba. Aba, Nnewi Road, ctc. Furthermore, the formation of unions enhances the basis
of freedom and association by virtue of having the Yoruba Wellare Centre Association. lgbo Central
Union Benin Union, ljaw Tribal Union, Urhobo Progressive Union, lisckiri National Socicty. and
the Country Wide Gold Coast League. Prominent above all is the indigenes Consultative Committe.
which was formed in the 1980s to protect the lives and propertics of Sabon Gari dwellers. The

] ohasa 1 O Trends mMigrant Politeal Organization in Nigenia The lgbo o Kano, dFRA. Unnveraity ol Hhadan,
PO Box 21500 Ibadan Nigena pe. 33
terview with Madam Ada Abduliahi. Food vendor, Brgade, Kano 209415 Age 3l
" e Uree T nes copedia (Wikipedia)
" e

97



Lapai Journal of Nigeria History Vol. 14 No. 1, December 2022

evistence of Christian donumations at Sabon Gari could be g portrait of relative frecdom ol religion
the Anehican, Catholie. Baptist, Methodist and other Pentecostal and native Alrican IluthL-ghIw
the Cherubim and Scraphun and Celestial ceetls” T are bamered with ethnic and cultmal adiimties

Economic Importance of the Cosmopolitan City of Kano

e interrelationship between the Yoruba and KNeancova started about 300 svcars ago as
matter of trans-Sabaran trade. 1he sk and other essential domestic articles such as hiorses clothis
ostrieh Toathers, shin, medicinal armaments as wellas eteh to mention but o fes were subjedtaed o
transactions. As carly as the 17" century . Yoruba traders linked kano commerciatly with the nnddle
Nieer conllucnce as welb as regions m Southern Nigeri :

) Yoruba traders in the P77 centuey were also mtrodiced to Kane articles such as ot
Callicator pepperd cone (Uthtopan peppen). ivere (Woest Afrcan pepper). obe obadon and othier
materials 1o sell " Ut the prosents spectiic pepper Ko as afa jos (Jos pepper) e mported
o Yoruba fand Kano wases we mparted o Yoruba lind white the cloths and testle materials arg
direeth tmported 1o IKano from Tagos This trend of interaction between these nations s a produdt
ol Tong-time connections and associations. [naddition, at the eve ot the 7" century . the Yoruba
cicourazed the development as well as spreading of techaieal shills it various hinds of trade and
vocations such as weavine on the orizonta! foom (found in Oso) soad canving, Blacksmithie.
Lulorine. dyeise. embroaders, sk tannmg, ornamental leather warks, shoe making. carpentiy and
honlding Foshould be emphastsed that there swas the presence ol sach mdusiries i Kano but added
SKells were broueht about by the contact with the Yorubas OFmajor importance. weaviing materil
caported 0 Yoruba fand throuzh the Yoruba who had carhicr settded i kano awere ow Aitinbri
o heomba thaud-spin cotton yvard) produced in Kano 1wu kore cloth woven i kano and dyed into
shining black govnwas having avcady market at Hornne I the realim ot thie mdustrial scctor the
Aanana somen were not Lagane bebind Fhey magnanmoushy enzaged mospmning. though
nurdah ver they were assisted by the Yoruba women tithe imimigrants) who served the role ot
maddlcnmen berween the Haosaandthe Yorubas

e fact tiat Yoruba mieiants 1o Kano durmyg the 20th contury were greatdy vontined

e Avaer ward meant that they had bmuted mitcraction withe then host i Kano ety althioozh

some stzeable number of Yoruba could be tound i the Sabon- Gerr but the majonty ol Yoruha

v e Avacer ward are Yo Horm cpeople of Hormy ™ AChs junctireitshould be emphasised

that “Cidan Maliamy Shebo and Cadan Ladun were founded by Aehagr man and QAcfele man Bom

Horn ™ respectinely ™ Between 1823 and ihe fst decade o the 20™ century. a0 Nuoshm,

irrespective of s or her onem from Yoruba fand sas vistual Iy adentihied wih Horme and o

satie ciases dnative of Horm or Vg Horing In consonance swith the above statement s the ot

that peoaple that were pin-pomtediy referred to as Ara Horm e amiy ol Yoruba Trom difterent
settlements or villages of Yoruba land Sinee the middic of the nmetecnthicentury . the Yoruba o
Kano developed various local mdustriies which included bead makimyg. textifes, pottery . teather

" vdamu A The Thasa and o Naehibones anthe Central Sudar o General Tk v ob Moea pp 285 86
Cauascle RE O The Releous bstaatroen ol the Yoruba Nushims on lsano B0y Toogect Ve ARY S Kane o0
L

CSammibe 2 Y Consobidatome the Pec-Coloraal Dhaspera The sea Horm e ko e Sartharnm Naoerne et ol
Lanslonation [903.2005 Apewa House koadduna, 2005 pe I8 ‘

b
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works and blacksmithing. The production of such items fascinated both local and cxport trade.
The South casterners were the major merchants who exported pottery. for instancc, lo [-do,
Bini and part of ljaw land. The Urhobo, ltshekiri and llaje were promincnt in the export
of pottery. Igbo merchants wcere mainly responsible for the export ofthe Kano pottery (o Onitsha.
Orlu and some of the interior of Igho land. Meanwhile. the lgbo were found of importing coal Lo
Kano whenever they returned from cvery trip.

The growth and availability of raw materials such as cotton and indigo, supported by
cheap labour aided the manufacturing industries of cloths in Kano in e nineteenth century Horim
wastraditionally occupied with the production of Aso-Oke orAso-0fi which nceded the supphics of
1« material from Kano. Just as the case may be, the gloss and sofl spackled cloths such as Sanyan
ot riva tisamy (silkgown), Aso-Kajipa orrigargw_gwado, Aso-elu or rigar saki {puinea low!
vowi). Aso-ukenke or rigar Sakakke and _Aso-Panpata or rigar  Awakweild- Were ganing,
commercial acceptance inKano, South East and South West of what is known aspresent Nigeria
through merchandize of multi ethnic groups.

The Norin weavers specialized in the production of Gwado or Ase kijipa and
akakke cloth or Avo-vakakbe. while the Igbomina towns of Omu-Aran, Oro, Omupoand
their neighbouring villages were unique inthe exportation to Kano and Benin Republic. The
Gwoado gown was avery thick cloth popular foritsusc asblanket among the Kano people while
the Salakle was worn by Kano women as wrapper since it came in different colours. Also
produced in llorin was the guinea fowl cloth or Aso-etu. Theclothwasinpopulardemand
necause 18w as used to make the then fashiopable hular Sakv or Sali caps. which the Lanan v
valucdalot.

Akoko-Edo, produced beads (Hekedbebe otjigida) that the Yoruba merchants exported
o Kano. The actual place of the production from Akoko-Edo people was Sabongida. Ora. [twas
named so because of the Hausa inunigrants that scttled there before the amalgamation of thc twenticth
centuny. liche/hebe is a big type of common beads used by women and ladies to adorn the shape
of their waist. 1t was highly in vogue among the Yoruba. Hausa and Nupe up to the 1
when their pereeplion of modem civilization begins to creep upon their minds. against it

Other articles of trade which the cthnic merchants engaged in. were efia, o of ketlw et
(locust beans). vse dudu (black soap), adr or alayvadi (skin jelly). FEha production IS
rooted in the traditiona! economic of the Hausa-kanawa. It involves tanning the skims of animals
and cxposing to high tensity of sun for preservation. |t is an accompanying stuft of common
food among the llausa, Yoruba and ncar ethnic groups. On the other hand, {vere is the raw
material for producing iri or daduwa among the Yoruba and Hausa groups respectively. 1tis very
reach in protein and of sound flavour as scasoning for human consumption. Ose-dudu 15 cssentiitl
for bathing as well medicinal  when mixed with other ingredients among various cthnic
croups in Africa. Apart from being dircctly used as body cream or pomade ., Adi s regarded
as input for many local industrial production and medicinc across Alrican raditional industrics.
As far as the cosmopolitan city of Kanu is concerned, idcas and technigues on uscs of ilems or
articles of trade varied. meanwhile, the groups interrclated to share idcas and techniques. In other
words, ideas, techniques. talents ele. were cross culturing among the cthnic groups.

From the sixteenth century, kola nuts imported into Kano wcere brought from Gwanja.
through the popular Gwanja route that ran south-wards from Kano. until the 1880s when the
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trade craduatly shitted to the 1 ages-Horm-Kano youle.

| e evonumig dcp|'u~,-,|u|1 ol the 1930y '.1d\L‘1’.HL'|} h-.unpcrul the nin porlalion Oy ane,
Lobs nuts ™ On a historical busis. the existence of kola nuts trees i Yoruba and s as old as e
heritage of the Yoruba in the Tand. Also. there has been s caportation to olher parts o
Alrican countres lhmu“h the trans-Salutran trade, but incredsed rate of rapouar and mterrelation
among the Tausa and Yorubae Adsos the Kros and Saros trom Sierra Eeone exposed the Y oral
o commereral production and exportation 1o Flaosa fand and besand. Gy e ko nets muist e
been dialectically mnditied by Yoruba o @bi-ebanga ov ¢haipa simce the discovery ot the best
of ats Lope tormally imported nom Gaanga and exported Trom Yoreba Lind  The Yoruba alw
procduced Ob-abara thota nut of swamp savannahy and white kola nutsowhich the 1lausa knosvr
As fernt cono, O the varieties of hola nuts focalhy imported from Yoruba Land (by the st
Y ortba i kanoy from F930s cazan v and sorova and abidir ovhianrourc g g TYpes are prominen |
Meanw ule, the Horm merchants dealt mamly o the abidinr. hason g tvpe This particulan
variets s vataed  for it aed coloar and it was highly demanded by kano womenwlio
substituted it lorKNpnheart,

( 'onclusion

Micration of people toa specitic destination depends onstructural famthar and accrdenta
basts. A structurad cosmapolitan state endears its people (o form ditterent types ol associatione
or untons to meel up with the challenee ol the bost or demimant sroup. A cosmoepoelitan state tha
cvolved onatambiar basis subjects s eroup to asstnilate irrespectinve ol the cultural settmy o
Atihation  Conversely, @ikl cosmopolitan town ¢ty emanates as iresult of femieration o
people taa destimation arrespectne of having ties of assoctation with the host croup Mos
costopohlan staes that entauated i the pre-colonal eraare characternzed by detmbalizano
by virtie ol assimglating the iost cultire Those cosmopohitan states. that crouped ap durimyg th
calomial era, are charged with the feature of mugration of unshilicd Libour Whereas: the post-
colomal emerged  cosmopolitan dates are mostly structured once. e the sense that poeratin
ol labour, both shilled and unshilled stand as twebasts Tor the emergence al the cosmopolitan states
Whichever kind of mgration, bronght about the enistence of a caosmopohitan state . adequate i
claborate attention s needed not ondy for the survival of heterogencous states to exist but to ke
performimy s statutory role as a promary source of national inteeration. A carclul study ot the
heterogencous communits el lano was carrred ot as o sample  The paper anticipates that the
corvernent and masses Glahehotders, lustorians, legal practiioners, students cte yshalb he of crea
advantage i praper attention s shitted towards the well-benre ol the Natron

|'|‘11.|
) ”‘I!.l
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wade gradually shifted to the Tagos-Horin-Kano route

1 he coonomic le_-Pr'L-ggmn ot e 1T930s ;|dxu|'\::|} fhllllpi.‘ll‘d e IIIIPUI’[LIIIE‘IH alt Orwnga
Lola nuts ™ Ona historical basis. the existenee of keda nuts trees i Yoruba land is as old as the
heritaee of the Yoruba m the fand. Also. there has been s exportatton o other parts of
Alrican countries throueh the trins-Saharan trade. but Increased rate ol rapour and mitereelations
among the | lausa and Yoruba, Also, the Ratos and Sareos Irony Sieeri b eone Caposedd the Yoraba
(o commerdial producton and exportition el fausa lond and bevond Gaanga kola nors must v e
been dialecticalbv modifred by Yoru vy Obe-vhainga or ehanga. sice the discosers ol the best
of its tvpe formatly imported from Gwanga and eaported rom Yoruba fand The Yoruba il
produced Obi-abara (hola nut of swamp savannah) and white hola nuts, sohich the THausa know
s farmr coro O the saneties of hola nuts Jocally imported from Yeruba land (hy the setthed
Y ooruha at Koot rom 1930s vo g b annd worova and abediorr ovhanraica [ pes are pronyinet
Moeanw e, the Horin merchunts deadt mainly i the abidien Jeanrca tvpes s Parlicular
vatiels was salued for s red codour and e was e hi Jemandad by Kano women s

substitvted ttlon A serrifraer

Conclusion

Vieration ol people toaspecihic destiation depends onsstructural, Fanuliar and accdental
basis .\ structural cosmopolitan state endears its people to Torm dificrentiy pes ol associativin
or untons Tomeet up with the challenze of te host or dominant croup A cosmopolitan state that
evolved onafamitiar basis subjects ity eroup to assimilate srespective of the cultural settine o
AUhation  Conversely - aadatd cosmopolitan town ity emanates as aresult o tenvgration ol
people to . destination nespectine ol havimg tes ol association with the host cronp Mot
cosimopolitun stiaes hat emanated me the pre-colonial eraare characterized by detnibalization
by virtue of assimitatng the host caltine Those cosmopaolitan states. that crouped ap durmy Ui
cofonil cra are charged with the Leature of mgration of unshdled fabouwr Whereas, the post-
colontal cimerecd cosmopolitan Qates are mosthy stractured once. e the sense that mseration
ol Tabour, both skilled and unskitled stand as hebasis Tor the cmergence ol the cosmopaolitan states
Whichever kind of migration. brought about the existence ol a cosmuopolitan state. adequate and
claborate attentron s necded noet nll|} tor the survival of hrlul'ugunuuuw slites Loy exast but to ‘\‘-'i'r
perfonming it statutors role asaprimary souce ot national integration A\ caretub study ol e
heterogencous conmunity of Keno was carried out as a saumple. The paper anbapates that the
con crinment and sasses (stakeholders historians, leaal pracuiioners, stidents ety shall be ol coeat
advantaze 1l propor attenuon s shidted toseards the weli-bome ol the Naton
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