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Ahstract

) Whun innovalions are fo be made in he
H;FHEUHHH Curticulum Innovations can be said to be any
change

1 many faclors are lo be considered. These
nclude“the psychological impact of what is lo be in lhe

curriculum on he recipienls. The Nigerian policy makers
lend to make innovalions that tend to impair rather than

cnhance academic sludies for sludenls. This paper delves
e this and how different innovations in the curriculum in

Fhgena have boeon more of impediments  rather  than
cnnancess o the ingipienls

Introduction

Commcubom mnovalions worldwide relate(s) o (hat
winch 15 a devialion i the curriculum, Curniculum
nmovation(s) pertains lo new idea(s), method(s) and
devicets) in thie chirdiculum 1t could be. an improvement on
deas, melhods and programmes. Many faclors determine
curficulum nnovalion(s). These include lhe purpose(s) ol
education in any given sociely. What the conlent of the
curriculum should be, the natives of lhe society and lhe
ullure of the people.

- The curriculum should reflecl a sociely's goal(s),
aspirations and ideals. Il should be made lo work lowards
ihe goals and ideals. This being so, every efforl should be
made lo see thal any;innovalion lo be made mus! be

sraperly planned and execuled lo,bring aboul positive
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o Noed tor a Curri ulum Innavatlon In tha Nigerian
Uyl atlona)l oy oy

:'1|_'\I

NIty educational syslem was  pallerned

e Gaiomal maslers educalional syslem during 1he
TR Peved The Curncutlumy comtent of most subjects
Merelvte pallerned alter what obtained in Britan,
Pocamisance of diterences in environmental learning
s, hstory of the nation o antecedents of students
countty Thus far example, whila gnany Nigerian
shafonts could recite poems that originated from  the
Ceie il masters own eiwirgnmenl, indigenous poems were

ok v il

LR
2k 11] h

LT

ather suivecls bhe geography, studenlss were taught

aboul e aoegraphy of Britain, they were virlually not
Lavah that of Nigeoa. ' In Biology, studenls were taught
aluees of lrees i summaer and winters which had no
clovance W e experience(s) of the studenls, In history,
slodenls wore more conversanl with British histary than
Nigenan  hestory,  lterature books were  foreign, Alter
seependence, Shanges were made on some aspecls of
Mo vanous subjects alter the clamour for this.  From
thehee, Bnovauans and changes has continued lo be
made Mowover in many respects, whal oblained al
colamal ime stll abtains now. For example, in mos! of the
LoienNee subyects, Whe  curnculum  contenl  was
edominantly  knowledge  for knowledge's sake, rather
than knowledae lo solve praclical problems. Expernmenial
exponence was not stressed while litlle emphasis was
placed on acquisiion of scientific skills,  Till date, not much
mas taken place, to change this trend, for while some
schools  do  have  laboralories, wheare ~ expenmental
gapenences are expected lo lake place, hmiled experience
or e expenence at all may.be whal the studenls may face
mhecause of lack of necessary equipments and lools, Mot
anly this, many students still lend o view the science
subjitels as end i themselves rather than means o an

~ S
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srLandary sehools I ihe 19505, biokogy, chamnusttg antd
pliysins were mbtraduced for the tast three years af e
::r.::}rizu]ﬂri‘.ljj-? erm' Il is noteworthy that in“this respect. N9!
A change has occurred (Il date, These three Subjec!s
are still avanlable for students 1o learn only al the last Ihree
years r_‘.nl'_ secondary school. This may parlly explain wny
stience 1s yel lo be part of the average Nigenan life
As al Independence in 1960, Nigena was operaling
the: legacy lefl behind by the colonial masters in farm of the
§:6-2-3 Syslem (Adeyinka ,1991) cnlicisms against 1he
syslem prompled the government to put in the machingry
far change and this change came wilh a policy paper of
the: 5-3-3-4 syslem of Education in 1881
The 6-3-3-4 systemn of education could be said |
Ihe: major educalion policy inngvation 1N Nigend after
independence. The mind of those who "birth” the sysiem
al lhe 1969 conference was lo model the American System
of educalion, which lhey thoughl, would take Nigenz ig Ine
"promised land” in science and technology Fupils were 10
spend six years al lhe primary school sysjem, three years
each al the Junior Secondary School and Senior
Secondary School respectively, before sludenls proceecd 10
lhe Universily for a four year programme minimum
Sludenls were lo be guided al the Junigr Secondary
School level (J.5.8) as to whal subject choice they should
make al lhe Senior Secondary level (S.§8) The School

o O

the studenls through the J.S.S. levels and guide them o
their subject choice al the S5 S level as well 35 couns
them in other areas of life. Sludents who were -
academically oriented were lo be chanelled 1o ot
vocalions in L.fhi::h lhey are seen lo be proficient be 1
vulganising, carpenlry and the like. They would then
irained in such vocalions lo be experis ang at the za~
ime hiterale,

3590

s e w



THICT AV T (T implementation of
WaGatbion el walhy MmN

e vl J'-IIf'r|1-..f:||L'||i}.bfnhmcups' For slarters, many
, LSHTUNEINS were not aware of when

e impiementation would really start if \hey really knew ol
a change n the lirst inslange, Many were lheremre caught
T AT WHr;H ”'H,"f ]El'éirl"ll “of IhE A ﬂﬂhﬂy‘
impternentation: Not enly this.' \he implementation did nol
negn al the sdame !|[]‘H’: E"“Dﬂg l.hE N:gﬂrian slales Whlle
some: had started few years, afler |he policy’ was oul in
1T _some did not starl for m'any years after. While some
ewen starled,  l was jusl a policy on paper, and announced
by the Slale(s) to have slarted, there was nothing concrele
on ground Lo show hal the Stales were prepared.  Further,
many ol the equipments and malerials for the
implementalion, especially al the secondary school level
were expensive and many Slales could not afford lo import
them, for example the introduclory lechnology machines
and Whe woodwork machines, Therelore, the Federal
Governmenl had o come to the aid of the Stales by buying
and distribuling these machines. However, nol all Slales
could gel the machines and the number given to each
Slales varied while some_could not gel of all (Mowiaye,
1694).1t followed Ihal nol all schools could gel the
machines and materials, not only this, afler the distribution,
lhere were virlually no personnel to operale these
machines, nol lo talk of knowing how lo use il to teach the
cludents. Whal happened therealter was thal many of the
machines and malerlals, were lefl al the minislries or
schools lo rust, while many were stolen and vandalised. Il
was even ‘[egn_ngdhtlhg\;gl-,;fjle',;pur!ﬁ.'Imany‘had be!en stolen.
Therefore, milions, of el ISFIPTE, Ihe machines wen
koo r

down the drajn.,igwseamieabi Aun
Furth .f{i?é??f%xl-l- 3[[_ ]1}]5{;-?.9'1’31"' there was
np way sci.ﬁ;:pi Coupsellorsiy ;

he 6-3-3-4 system

)y gb"ﬂr involved very

A6 )

much in the programme,-buljasigiihe.-ime the programme -

\ook off, there were Ve ‘a.EFW.C ﬁlj:urﬁ for the schools. In
\"-I: -:?L.;E I ::.' I_ '.._ i
T G T
T e
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S:E:HE_;:I‘;;? inut‘:”?fﬂl}i% did nol have guidance and
o instiilies .IE"" given curriculum, 'so lhere were vVery
ey !51 0 lrain CGUI‘I-EE_HIDFE for lhe schools. Even
Fllan. Dﬂ'—"' < ;3‘3”5 Fﬁﬂ nol have a single Counsellor, ‘-':-"““1‘
her.:a{:se u[nsar{:-rs in schools cannol ﬂperale_eife;tlvehr’
atidet = SHDHE{QE of counselling personnel vis-a-vis lhe
5 5 population. Coupled wilh Ihe paucity ol
counselling personnel, was the jealousy exhibiled by other
school leachers and the adminisiralors lowards (he
Counsellors because of the belief ‘thal they were us!
‘loafers” by the nalure of their work and  so refused lo co-
operale with ‘the Counsellors in, their work.  Many
Counsellors were equally made g leach subjects N
schools along wilh lheir counselling dulies because af
paucily of teachers in some areas,:or oul of jealousy.
Some of the school Counseliors themselves were nol really
conversant with whal their duties were nor how lo go aboul
it. Coupled with all these problems, was the general low
morale of the leachers and school administrators generally
because of poor renumeration and overload of work. Many
were therefore not motivaled to find innovalive solutions 1o
the problems al hand. |

For many subjects, especially newly introduced
subjects both at the Junior and Senior levels of lhe
secondary school, there were no ‘adequate number of
teachers and this meant that many schools did not have
teachers for these subjects, especially for subjecls like
metal work, wood work, introduclory technology, e.l.c. In
fact, many schools could nol introduce some of the new
subjecls lo their sludenls because ‘of this. Al a lime, some
school administrators in some states toyed with the idea of
getting personnel from the cream of proféssionals who had
a thing or two to do ’w'rth some of ' the subjects. For
example, gelling carpenters to teach woodwork-but the
idea had lo be jetlisoned when it was realised thal such

392
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any  resoried 1o t?””M W dor memial jobs and T il
et e B and cry al such

YOS WY

siplus ol stodents B
RTCTLATIRTH IR LR IS (45 Iy ‘11“ Soresorled 1o Juit | I"{j[||t]l|||fi [} prs
students o dhe 555 Jevels after the, exammations (oither
ey Pk, OF fol)  Laler, some r|1::1!||1|| v this, and waould
give Tesil o examimabions to the J S5 taluwres  boeloie
Mowing theim proceed 1o the . S 5.8, and Usually, al
sludents would pass theyesil, ,
The channeling ol ‘-ltl._lt,iLr‘I.l“ lowards an appropnale
cateer s virlually non- ‘---1'-II'JLI_,|“|Ir students choose subjec 1
as Whey bike, Therelore, "'IL primary purpose ol e noew
uu!u,y N many fmerH coould  nol be achieved
Furthermore, even al the. primary school level, [he
toundational level for the 3-3 lier ol 1he EﬂEﬂl'ﬁdﬂl"f school,
the curnculum content(s) and melhod(s) did nol change
much from whal il used lo'be belore the new policy.

Many years afler the Irnplnmenlahun of the puolicy,
some slales did nol know if they were supposed 1o cancel
heir  School of Basic Studies. or nol. Some, cancelled i,
some did not. . Till rp::-w.,lhis status quo is still being
maintained {N‘IDwalyL 19‘34] ‘while_the programme has
differenl names NOW. p

Since an Jmpnrtant aspect pl’ the 6-3-3-4 syslem ol
educalion is, lo ; jee, J Jhe, nation's . ‘science and
lechnological adv@ceme i, ,El{qrj§_uugrml to have been
made lo see Ihat Es,se“hhal fac:aflles for the' teaching of
science EUD.JE r{*ﬂ"ﬁ ﬂ”d Equrpmenla

were in pacg ﬁ?‘?. ﬁljid ré Eﬁj TI" ﬁU‘W many

schools qan,r?,m %: PE n{ lhnsr who
have, are puﬂr -E ppa tlﬂn:u cannol ‘be

ThLH
i
Wy Wl b e ol sl Blaeas i
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taugh! theorelically. For :
maller how intellecty I 2 LEEIEnr;,E onented sludent, NO
lhese facilities ca Ay equipped he/she may be, lack ol
nnol be encouraa; may be, 1a
make sludenls la excal uraging, molivating nor can Il
can make for EEiEntih:; and only the spiril of excellency
(Mowaiye, 1994), innovation (s) in the sociely
Anag L o
nomadic E{;th;ﬁlﬁg iInnovalion was the introduchon 5]
the nalional palicy o rhe "Dr_nal:ls. ITh_e implementation of
managed. As E!ther:' "ﬂmﬂﬁlc &ducah::an was also poorly
avidencs Hhal (ke ima of implementation, there was no
noe that th "ﬂ'maq5 had been persuaded lo accep! il
h fa Jesd had been informed that such a policy was ifl
laﬁ: rs;'.nrnru_'tg fur_the_m. Years afler il was supposed lo have
>n off, it is slill difficult lo gel data as regards number of
teachers available for them, studenls enrolment, specific
centers of schooling, specific curriculum conlent for the
students. where and how that would fit into the 6-3-3-4
syslem of education, nor how the nomadic teachers are
rained, and the malerials that are available for the nomads
remain unclear. For one thing, there are more gueslions
\than answers available on the nomadic education. It
seemed the policy was conceived and hastily announced.
It could not but be a still birth.
Now in year 2006, lhe Nigeria Government says it is again
out for a new educational policy. Confusion has lrailed lhis
announcement. Even Govenmenl spokespersons have
heen contradicting themselves. While some say the
primary school lever is extended to nine years from its
present six years. others say this will be upe_ra!mnal in
schools operating ‘the Universal EESJF lEdur:ahgn (UBE)
only. The contradich SErBthpr?rEQl_.JlﬁiIFs to failure.
It must be noted that many states in Nigeria are just gelling
far as the 6-3-34 syslem is

their feel so o say &S
the Government has announced oul

nation is again having a change and

of the biues, that the |
this lime itis to be 2 g-3-4 system of education and to lake
394
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sariaat o it Some say the common entrance
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way nlllrrfg. bﬂcauﬂﬁ WL Urthar i .
EVery life an h LRI |

e, it tak g Morg | r-,?} EYF.[‘W‘ ol
obe meaningf, oy taterson 1
Furlhprnmr
. €, Irom Kindergaran ... iR §
and SEEGHGHW Chooi mu‘,!}!gq ]l‘r--r e ... s
psl-,v::hpltngmally 0 makg 51.,_,;5:}“1; §ata
scientific muniputallgn{g}‘ thinking B s 2
example | developpg NONS; tven < ne g Fe
level, there are 2

:Irl n ]

: sclentific oys and 1022 l27 chi‘dren 1o >
with, PITH}'E and  fiimsg 1, Walch to show spianer .
mnnipu’,ﬂllnns. filmsg

| 1o walen toy r
thinking and the lika, which Bre virtua

Nigeria, The mass media radio, newspaoers, ane
lelevision which Could be usad Innevalively towards the
sclentific orientalion are nol  used. Evar sCnogl booxs
which can ba ygeq 8re nol being used Mgy
pupilfstudents arg Yot 1o know whal a compurar 5 NoT 1S
Machinalions and workings., And ths 5 marn st
rural areas, Mnrw public schools in man ctles noi go
0 use compulers in ther daly achvites. Tha above
situation is so even al e tertiary instiutions

Il must be stated that the Governmany 3+s Celloy
makers;' do ool take into cngnis:mce_ e psyctologica
orientaftion of the pacple and psychologica eifects of poiizy

annovntements on pupils and guardians sacess

Cxample, there were many parenis A;H'-JI -'-‘1. 1
e deslabllised when they suddenly found 1ks

Wards/children oul of school, nol I».r*.w...'hil,-':~ : -: h; H
hemselves, after failing the JS.8 examnaron at .
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et of e 6.3.3.4 systom of odue ation AL e

etz worn oecod to withdraw fiom e 18 ATS T % P
t'l|'l: T Ii:';'b'{'r'll'lll.'?liyl."._lll'!',‘ HI:'“““”[”I} I'n'l-'h“.'“ I"li LOme o
mintal instodihity Many could not i ther teel sines
anid becamo socolal mistins

M

Many toachers sottarsd i low self T TP prR

ey Tound thoy could not laach pleiviely son aspects ol
e cuttleulum ey worg supposed lo teach, bocouse of
new lopics of the subject matler ot the 55 8 leviel  Fow
examplo, I subjocts like geography and bestory, opres
which hitherdo wode Laught in ety instdulions wiste mow
mcluded In the .88 opics to oxpand the l'l.lrlll'l.llwll and
iy leachers found themselves inadeaquate we Bandieog
the Wopics, smce many had nol gone for higher degrises o
Lanng,  whete such lopics could have Im-nn Lacighl B ven
more enitical 1s the 1act thal many becoame delensmee ol
tronsior tholr pgaression o e stodents and the students
nol belng taught woll could amd mighl hoave equally sutfered
from lealings of inadequacy and low sell esteem, and s
could have led to the Tear of falure syndrome

Mosl imos, changa ol policy invanably also means
change of lext materipls and books. Many parents/chaldien
hind themselves incapable of buying such new texts. Lack
of required materials can bo disonenting  For sonmae
sludents f.!:;|1t.*{‘.|;1ll1|,-f thi mdhigent students,  agething tosl
books from those who have passod through the classes
they are in, is the norm and whon texts are changed
suddenly, it may be psychologically disonenting, bBecouse
ol the himancial I|1|?!|qu;1tii.m|[:a'; of procunng the reguined tesls
or the inability (o procuro.

The reonfuslon” thal new  pohicy  statements o
implementations pull 'up can pul students off acadenes,
espociolly “studontstwho! are nol acadenncally ooenled
hitherto, T The fear ofowhat will bocome of them alter the
J 5.5 il they fall, the fearthat aven a new policy may come
up belore they finishithelr own'oducation considenng how
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Y Olher important A8yehal Aane hinancally
Fﬂ"all’c'r" thal canng b yehological facler 1o curricuium
Policy implementation l::ar? over locked 5 slutdenl needs
sociely  any policy g Tﬂr”m ba In isslstion of the type of
sludents and leachars NGr ean il hae in asolation of
many school age J,'.'-‘U- I Or 1he Nigasan sociely, whee
makers mus not ml;nz are oul of achiool, the pahoy
policies bul mus| Elau?bg concemed with making ntew
Sich policies ion the stk i i sffedts of
must see that the poli akeholders and the sociely They
lhe society. They m 'C;ES would have pasitive effects on
supnoged 16 b y must see 19 il thal thase who are
; 8 In sthool are IHers 1
ol any policy making Thotealle
need r 1 ictealler. other vartiad
natiui of the students should then bz considersd Int &
r
Moo ;ggrdqd as gne of the poares! nations of tha warld {
A 006).impression(s) must hot L2 given that policy
EnE-:li ETEI do not :ﬂr&iahﬂul the slakehn!ders, so lhal al lhe
maraﬂ? tlh& day, o does no! resull in any lorm aof
b !us mént oh the parl of the sludenls, school
a ministrators, lgﬂﬂhm and paren!s/guardians, which will
rnvariqh!y resull in school matadministralion and socialal
maladjusimenis.
Conclusion
fEtmzation is the bedrock of societal development
Policy,magikass must not toy with il nor wilh the lives of
slakeolisrs. There must be long lerm planning of an
; 3. g ¥
policg 2d effeclive implemnentalion, 1here mus! be no Lol
and error in policy implementation because ke surgary in
medicine, il is a crilical operalion and “errors” can be Iatal
Policy change mus! not be left 1o the whims and capncels)
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of who is the minisier in charge or Goeamment of fhe ¢

Conlinuily must also be maintainzd In
The mass media is an imporiani ool af
implementation.
must be projections in planming, ol
problems anfd solutions. When necnss
then Nigeria would probably be 00 115
laking gianl slrides in all seciors ol the zocwely.
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