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RACT

This study surveyed the influence of school library on students’
sic performance in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara
It gave suggestions that could improve the functions of the

wructure and educational facilities. Survey research design was
od for the study due to the number of respondents involved, and
w sampling techniques were used to select one hundred respondents.
wesearch questions were drawn on significance of library to teaching
Searning, effects of library use on student’s academic performance,
ge of library collection, location of library and quality of library
The result of this study showed that there were problems to effective
¥ school libraries by the students such as financial constraints by the
es to match service available and materials for teaching and
we. poor orientation of students on the importance of library and lack
Bsate and qualified staff in most of the school libraries studied.

DUCTION

The desire to read and the appropriate skills for doing so are
# by the youth of this country. The problems that stand in the way of
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WEST LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA OF KWARA STATE

procurement of these skills are complex, both in and out of the school.
Among the areas of concern are the factors of interest, both in relation to
learning and environment that include school and homes. Students vary

1971).

Having realised the importance of library for the youths of this country
and the government policy position, one is seriously disturbed with
findings on visits to most of the schools especially in Ilorin West Local
Government Area of Kwara State. The area is metropolitan in nature with
forty nine (49) secondary schools comprising (32) private and seventeen
(17) public schools, (Abdulahi, 2006). Visits to most of these’ schools
showed that majority do not have libraries at all and few that dedicate a
room or two for libraries, they are in the state of disrepair with dilapidated
building assigned as libraries, inadequate collection of books and outdated
collections that are not arranged. Having in mind the importance of
libraries in schools, this work intends to show the relationship between

students’ academic performance and the use of library. The impression
students have of the libraries are that of a house for keeping books and they

feel it is an extra burden on them to go and use it, more so when they have
Notes on various subjects. Students see it as a waste of time to use

textbooks or other materials. Further interactions with students showed

that they are indifferent to the use of library materials. This study is set te
bring out the benefits that can be accrued from using library facilities whes
provided by the students.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Library can be described as a place where people can study on their
own, borrow, or use many kinds of materials both printed and non printed
for reading, research and entertainment. Omopupa and Salawudeen (200
refer to libraries as collection of relevant information materials (books.
journals, magazines newspaper, radio, T.V., tapes, cassette, ' video,
computer, telephone, films etc) which have been gathered, processed.
preserved and organized for casy retrieval. There are different type of
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caries namely academic, public, special, national and school libraries.
wh of the types of libraries as their names implies perform different

=ctions and majorly libraries are also categorised according to the patrons
ved (Ahmed, 2000).

School library was defined by Fayose, (1995) as that part of the

o0l where books, periodicals, magazines and newspapers, films and film
spes, video tapes, recording of all types, slides, computer, study Kits,
wiia and other information bearing resources are housed for- use by
shers and pupils for learning, recreational activities, personal interest

§ interpersonal relationship of children in a school. So the relevance of

wol library in the training of youths cannot be over- emphasised taking

sognisance the use of various media.

The school library aims at equipping the young ones from
adation ages with skills required to face their future academic and social
Jenges. School libraries also provides an all encompassing wherewithal
wouths to live in a multi cultural society like Nigeria. In this country,
» the non-usage of library by adults stemmed out of the fact that the
&= do not received enough orientations in the use of library for their
gemic and recreational growth. The country’s education system placed

or no importance on acquisition of skills required for the use of library
ma, (2004) posited that no education system can rise above the
bev of its library and information services, that is to say that growth of
@ and sustainable education system should have its backbone in an
sised and well equipped library. This was stated in the national
gtion policy as quoted by Makama, (2004) “that proprietors of schools
4 provide functional libraries in all their educational instructions in
4ance with the established standard™. It further states that they should
g for training of librarians and library assistants for this service.
1977) in a study of the curriculum needs of sub-Sahara African,
= that, a good school library could contribute to academic
wement of the students. This confirms that if a school library is well
ed and staffed, it will contribute to the students academic
mance.

ARCH QUESTIONS

The following research questions are set to guide the conduct of this

different OF
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I. Does the use of library have any significant effects on the
teaching and learning process?

2. Does the use library by the students have any effects on their
academic performance?

3. Can the shortage of collections in the library affect
implementation of the school syllabus?

4. Does the library location and the quality of library staff affect the
use of the library by students?

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The study covers public secondary schools in Ilorin West Local
government area of Kwara State totalling seventeen (17) out which ten (10)
were randomly selected for the study. From the ten schools selected one
hundred (100) students were also selected using random sampling to give
all members of the population equal chance of being selected. The selection
was further restricted to respondents from Junior secondary 11 (J..S.S III)
and senior secondary III (S.S.S. 3) the terminal and final examination
classes for each segments of secondary education levels in Nigeria. See the
table below

Table I: Demographic distribution of respondents by schools

SN SCHOOLS NO OF
| STUDENTS

1. Govt Day Secondary School Adewole, Tlorin. 10

2: Govt Day Secondary School Alore, Ilorin. 10

3. Banni Community Secondary School, Ilorin. 10

4. Queen Elizabeth School, Ilorin. 10

5, Govt Girls Day Secondary School, Pakata. 10

6. Baboko Community Secondary, Ilorin. 10

T Govt High School, Adeta, Tlorin 10

8. lorin Grammar School, Ilorin. 10

9. Mount Carmel College, Oloje. 10

10. [ Govt Girls Day Secondary School, Oko Erin 10

TOTAL 100

76
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RESEARCH INSTRUMENT

The researcher used questionnaire
The questionnaire had two sections.

personal data of the respondents such
The second part consisted of the items drawn on problems under study. It
contained items with responses in 4-likert scale as follows strongly agreed

as instrument for data collection.
The first section dealt with the
as sex, age, class (Art or Science).

ect the

st Local

Eh ten (10)

lected one

ing to gIVe
he selection
i (J.SS 1)
examination
ria. See the

10
10
10
10
10
10
10

pls
Sex Numbers %
% Male 60 60
10 ¢ Female 40 40
Iﬁ_ Total 100 100

fo 4

AS), Agreed (A), Disagreed (D), Strongly Disagreed (SD).

ADMINISTRATION OF THE INSTRUMENT

The instrument was administered to one hundred respondents (100)
from the selected secondary schools in Tlorin West Local Government
Area. Copies of the questionnaire was administered to them on the spot
sfter the researcher had given necessary information to guide them in
ompleting the questionnaire. Direct administration method was used
vhereby the researcher with the help of some teachers directly
wdministered this instrument (questionnaire) to the respondents and waited
for the respondents to complete and return them. Simple percentage was
ssed to analyse the data collected from the respondents.

PRESENTATION OF THE RESULTS

Table 2: Distribution of respondents by sex

The above table shows that 60% of the respondents were male and

10% of them were females.
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