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The Role of Religioyg Leadors iy, he
sustainability of Democraey o . )
Gusli Y in N'F’,‘-'flil
Olumuyiwa Aduralere Aje
Department of Relipio
University of HNorin, 11,

Imnuhi,
s,
rin,

AIJH“nlc)tumm?rall’)’ is simply d"ﬁ”"d as the BOVErnmen of
ple, by the I'(‘()P!l' and for the People, wign this
true democracy is not obtainable gy (4 as
cerned, Corruption !ws caten deep into ghe
democratic system in Nigeria today. The hergeg of Democ-
racy have put their !)ust ,m sustain the democratic system
put, in a way, have failed, The 2015 General Elections had an
element of Democracy in which he immediate past P
dent Ebele Jonathan conceded defeat after losing to the
sition Party. The roles of religious leaders have
ful to the democratic system in Nigeria, Th

aper is to examine the role of religious
sustainability of Democracy in Nigeria becay
class is looking up to them for action, and on
those leaders is to pray for the people in government and to
know the mind of God for them because it is an institution
from God. The historical and analytic method would be
adopted to achieve the aim of this Paper. The real impact of
the religious leaders would also be considered to achieve the
real democratic sustainability in Nigeria, Conclusively, the
paper gives democracy the real pride pf place in the positive
impact religious leaders would play in order for the demo-
crats to achieve a sustainable democracy,

the Pe,.
WS assertion,
Nigeria s con-
whole Cs5ence of

resj-
oppo-
not been hel p-
e focus of this
leaders in the
se the Political
e of the roles of

Introduction

Democracy is simply defined as the government of the people, b_y the
people and for the people. From the backdrol? .Of llberallS[jn{ demci)tc};
racy is a procedural system involving open political compet;n;CnC,O\:nt_
multiparty, civil and political rights guarant‘eed by lzl];wt’ anen i
ability operating through an electoral relationship Ie weSt ol
and their representatives. (International TDEP} 2000). f;] moa ation s
of the world, an important way of evaluating whet ertl fne and
democratic or not is by holding regular and transparently
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Wity
!"'ll' Clections, Recently, a soientific Fescarcy Rl 8 4
"M Africa had concluded that since 1990 4y 4 e o,
OF sl Saharan Afvica have held mul Pty :-l ,”"‘:.
hope that Africa might have risen aliye j, e d

the
v e h’l”,. l

W ALCa's mnont careful obuerver, Mic h-nr,‘ ( hesgyg ";"l‘—‘ } s
YV, “Africa has overemphasized muli frarty, ,.,’," A ,..,h""n Ty
"Cspondingly neplected the basic tenets of Libiey,y MNon, "y, My, "

+ 20006) §ove U T

Nigeria can be said to have been Aspiting 4, ":I:
l“""'-ll democrac y aince it can boast of ""Vj],;, ’,’:‘l/,lllf.' . ,'/“,
“nt Juiclic lary, multi-party nyntem, ”"‘iV“l'h,ll "'"”' fl;q,,"h"],,m'“ ’
Of the military and police, rights (o free gy, “"e Mg,

i
lor some north Fastern parts where theye |, :

‘ll'allr,":-u: y uxrn-rin-nu-d there, as well ag ),
One of the problemes of democracy in Nigey,
wWhy in 1999 when Olusegun Obasanjo cap..
dent, his administration took bold initiatiy.., |
Lo Figs corruption, to insist on transpayency, aned |4;f'"'l'r_d g ¢ Dre..”
tion of appropriate [oreipn governments foy the | g ity
stolen public funds, |1 QU ,,1:!"';'.,
n addition, an omnibus Anti-Corraption 1)) Wik ayl,, o
MNatiopnal Assembly for consideration, which v, ,.w'“;l‘“'“"d.””
‘ll'(l law, M“l""l\/l'l', (’Ih"l-‘“l“”' ,ﬂhl’l“li‘all'nt”lu, "”IH; Ll it
Hshed two b sliees, Peonomic and Finand fal Crimes ‘Ot
and Independent (¢ ‘orrupt Practices and other el ‘m"':"‘“”’.l'(”
Mission (1C1°C) specifically to nanitize the cotntry of H',,,,,:I'" Cony
b e, cupecially in the public sector and suffice jf fay l,,.,.,,llj'l P
two offices were not heard during the .u“lli:ll'd!'n!i:,h of 'N the
Coodluck Jonathan because we only read from the e, ';."""“"
News headlines that they are functioning but none of ¢, t:{",""’
Clavs could be pointed to that was arvested and Charged by llluluj,l.“"]
ficen. About a year after the commencement of f)iw.,u,j,,,-,,‘””m",;’f
tion, he remarked as follows '

y
iy and ., Hi
4-|.1l|'./'_h ”"Fu' My,

’ 4
‘,l"'l/"“ e o,

y “ay (A
O )

ih(“ ” . ”ph'

° P
Yuleny), " Hed
Wit ap,

However, an | had cavne 1o rectmphasize recently, thpe 5 1
question of compromising with corraption, There g 1o e
tion of compromising with an evil that is capable of Wiping
out all our other gains, As a matter of fact, we cannol i’,'ﬂr:
much i terms of socio-e anormie (h-vl-lupml'ul, SUIvival of
demaocracy, or imternational ace eptability if corruplion re.
mains a way of life in our country. Thoue who want 1 dy
business with the country always look forward toa st

PELIGIOUS LEADERS 1AHD DEMOCRACY
jeh corruption is not tb" esder of the d;“y’ 1 h”'.l‘.
[ ir o give programme support in the areas of infra-
!‘r‘:’_” want ¥ g;i and service, human resource development
i ures h”(bﬂld'”? want to be sure that the money will
ot (.1["‘{“7 Iﬂ vate ;,,,,y;,-t',, as was the case in the past. We
“: end UP m,dptu change the situation permanently for good,
: .d""‘”mmilu:,iu.n'-. that the task will be an easy one, How-
it r!flnj say without fear of contradiction that it is no
w3 usual, (Ibrahsm Lame and Femi Odekurnle,

, wh

art

. ha
VW.

g, W

ever  pusiness as

Jo n ;:4:)’

200¢) » cars (1999-2015) have b :
. oria, the 'ij‘:l'sl‘tff-".tn y .a‘s - e 5) have 'm(.-n the longest
In N‘i:a‘,mucriﬂ:y in the country, g s p(:rm¢~, have been able to
od 7. diers in their barracks, except for the times they were used
por e 5 \d this makes us to know that democracy that we have
k':ﬁt.‘fﬂ”’::;;y needs to be revisited,
o8 sigeri® digious leaders comes to the fore in the sense that a
¥ 'Trlu: r"l;‘,{;{,,';“—g’ﬁristiann leaders wield enormous amount of power
pod P m,,g‘ilivt")’ influence the 'f)CiO-puliti('ul and economic situa-
hat L ria, if the powers are directed toward that end. Very often,
" n.r’z; are unleashed for t:("t'](:‘mla'w'h(?ul concerns alone but some
the P do overlap and can indirectly benefit society, if the Church
pe l‘-]‘:l' ’[mwn at and discriminate against corrupt civil servants who
p,.‘,plc- infru.',l.rucrturt- by ¢;-,r-nb¢.:m,lmy, pgblic funds, life in
" ia may change for the lt;(-tk-r,' Fhe current situation in Nigeria
r.,“;r,«.r’hm be that Christian leaders simply look the other way, or give
;';':'::',),ummrt to the status quo, 5o as to enjoy socio-political and finan-
," p NETAS sousibly,
““', ;:::v:,-r‘.'mtjrljlf-rc, w-.i)l/c-d condemnatory words could be read, par-
icularly in communiguds i%uvdv by bishops and other meetings of
Christian leaders and these political leaders are looking up to these
r,.liy,muuls-ndarw for puidance, to kfu;w the mind of God for their peo-
ple but they seem not to get the right channel due to the menace of
corruption all over the country and in every sector of the Ceonomy,
The paper therefore examines the menace of corruption from various
point of views, the meaning, of democracy and what we have today,
the duties of Independent Corrupt Practices and other related Offences
Commission (ICPC) and its relevance in the government of the day, the
duties and functions of Independent National Flectoral Commission
(INEC), and focuses more on the impact of religious leaders in the sus-
tenance of democracy in Nigeria,
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of value judgment <. T

_ ) arising fro ‘ h_": definie:
’E'Xf-‘??&}‘:jn of the notion of C{}gﬁ-u;;:;;:? iﬁ“fif;_-‘: e
gubnc interest-centre maniff:staﬂr;n:. Ti‘z
“erstanding of the concept because t*-:— 2;:?.:3 x
In the political and economic arrar;ze‘:;:;::,,: i :
Zation of society. (Oloponie Abdu]-P:az;:} P - ~UCh gover

e ’ : - ) ‘y’e =1 K < =i
The United Nation Organization also has the £ -

el
corruption. Through experience, observation, : i O O
reports, newspapers, finding of commission r,,;-j‘:
social-scientific studies, one can make zn end]
instances of corrupt conduct or practices. One can 3]
ous instances assorted labels: bribery, abuse angd
illegal payment, kickbacks, tax, credit and customs
priation and embezzlement, currency violat

oiations, fo

counting, real estate swindles and land speculation
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lations, over-invoicing, over-pricing and transfer-pricing; il

PELIGIOUS LEADERS IAND DEMOCRACY %5

1ization and restraint of trade, hoarding; illegal flight
2 0" Joitation of labour, fraudulent sales, adulterated food or
5 ,.-‘aa 'e‘(«uﬁf" acts of constant or distortion of development plans
j.._ CJ:jfus d‘th:?ff'- (U\O 1980:8) )
»7 o8 o.rpose of this paper, corruption is seen as “the act of di-
}WFS"W ™ resources (particularly financial resources) meant for
o :'Uesf’e citizens in a defined geographical area by a privileged
7 adof oup, into personal use, presumably to satisfy self
ot E yyal OF a2 gr

:adf“i ; emgnt."

oﬂ""mqac‘-' is a system of government in which all the people of a
Deﬂ'"":;jt,.lr are involved in making decisions about its affairs, typi-
a2 oF Po_ot;ng to elect representatives to a parliament or similar
Ay’ s Juko ].O.1988) Democracy is further defined as a govern-
oy le, by the le; ially: rule of the majori
=570 e people, 54 peop ,espec‘ y- rule of the majority, a
et Of ont in which the supreme power is vested in the people and
B py them directly or indirectly through a system of represen-
;"?’ﬁjeiaﬂ‘w rinvolving periodically held free elections. (Free Merriam-
-,,-,é:-ﬂ;‘:m ctionary) According to political scientist Larry Diamond,

'-'-'f*'“:? semocracy consists of four key elements: 1. A political system for
2007

- ing and replacing the government through free and fair elec-

S5 The active participation of the people, as citizens, in politics

i?a;lﬁc life. 3. Protection of the human rights of all citizens. 4. A rule

=+ in which the laws and procedures apply equally to all citizens.

“"Ee;nogaqf contrasts with forms of government where power is

er held by an individual, as in an absolute monarchy, or where

—ower is held by 2 small number of individuals, as in an oligarchy.

{zvertheless, these oppositions, inherited from Greek philosophy, are
~cw ambiguous because contemporary governments have mixed
dsmocratic, oligarchic, and monarchic elements. Karl Popper defined
demoracy in contrast to dictatorship or tyranny, thus focusing on
spportunities for the people to control their leaders and to oust them
without the need for a revolution. Several variants of democracy ex-
iz, but there are two basic forms, both of which concern how the
whole body of all eligible citizens executes its will. One form of democ-
racy is direct democracy, in which all eligible citizens have direct and
active participation in the political decision making. In most modern
democracies, the whole body of eligible citizens remains the sovereign
power but political power is exercised indirectly through elected rep-
resentatives; this is called a representative democracy.
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oving expressions of human will and supreme poyye, _““"‘»r
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2 free electoral system. Lincoln Diamond defines democy,,.. , ™ lng

ernment of the people, by the people, and for the peqpjer 1 Y Foiny
he word ”Dr;rr.r)(racy” is coined from Greek Words o
(dgmokratia) “rule of the people”: “demos” (people) and .,
n ': ”P‘-""‘p;‘:": rule” (}{f;nry (;f:(.\]’g@ l,.idd‘:ll, PO}JL‘I’[ 5(’)“/ ]'jl’)( d n
be one of the concepts in political science in which they, 1."'{‘ 55
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ment on definitions. According to Diamond, Joseph Schum
fined democracy as a system “for arriving at politica| d(.(r, " de
v:!‘.zch individuals acquired the power to decide by m,.un!;('f'll';p-. in
pw’:j"it]'/(: struggle for the people’s vote”. Yusuf quoted /\hn,},\ 4 o,
coln’s definition of democracy as ”...government of the peo h'f”‘ n.
people, and for the people”. According to him, d(-mncr;wyr;., by th,
ment by the people in which the supreme power is vested iy, I}I;\r.’.‘”'
ple and exercised directly by them or by their elected agent 4
free electoral system. This means that in democratic £OVernmen, e
masses determine who should govern and have a say in the gnvl(,”v'
ance of their country by their elected representatives. They hay, , =
in the passing of the laws of land and can to some extent congy ﬂ;:d
contribute to the decision taken by their elected leaders.

Consequently, in a democratic setting, there should be freedgy, of
speech, of the press and of opinions, as people are free to express
views and to question decisions taken by their leaders, Akubor ;.
serts that freedom and democracy are often used inlerchangeably, but
the two are not synonymous. Democracy is indeed a set of idea ap4
principles about freedom, but it also consists of a set of practices ang
procedures that have been moulded through a long, often tortugye
history. In short, democracy is the institutionalization of freedom, For
this reason, it is possible to identify the time tested fundamentals of
constitutional human rights, and equality before the law that any
society must possess to be properly called democratic. He maintains
that democracies fall into two basic categories, direct and representa-
tive.

In a direct democracy, all citizens, without the intermediary of
elected or appointed officials, can participate in making public deci-
sions. Such a system is clearly only practical with relatively numbers

G

™.
Peo.

i
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2]
mmunity organization or tribal council, for 87“"’??12
4072 ¢ 5 labour union, where members can meet in a 5105
ot O sues and arrive at decisions by consensus of major-
a5 ihe most common form of democracy, whether for a
J‘:‘ is representative democracy, in which citizens e_!ect
L pati® L’L‘ pnlitical decisions, formulate laws, and adm}nxste'r
10 m“h'_, public good. Whether the method used, public offi-
"_7-.5"1';,1-’ ¥ '._,nmtive democracy hold office in the name of the peo-
o 3 pre> -countable to the people for their action.
F gt omd d:-,m that permeates each of these definitions or any
", L‘J-‘]cf;uq;mcracv" is that if truly analyzed and practiced, it
From . of L,rnmeni in which the people through elections freely
g m:;:rs who will represent and govern them well”. Thus,
. a philosophy of government in which the supreme
in the people and exercised directly. Kaur asserts that,
‘ . “Democracy” means government by the people”, and
i ,alog‘?ahe’big problem. According to him, today there is no coun-
S \ake public statement that is not government by the
el at €N i,er the question is, what do we mean by people? There is
cr.‘;,Pm. K Ow:ha; never been a state or city where “the people” means
Et,; an¢ tdh;:fl;dual in the state because of either social economic, reli-
L::,:s :;d Potiticul differences.

m‘fﬂ(.
Piadli®

s | rle
oV nelf *=
M et <" 18

oNi erian Democral?c l_ixperience . . B

. ,independence in 1960, we have Wltnessed different unsuc-
oy yempts to democratize. This was a proof that Nigeria was
@ lated from the prevailing democratic aspiration of those days.
ot ins nrgely because, since the collapse of communism, democracy
: {sgzcome fashionable in almost all the parts of the world and a
- qure of progress in most African countries and Nigeria was not an
ﬁ'puon. However, our collective experience shows that we are still
;5, away from a true democratic culture. Some recent experiences in
(he African continent seem to suggest that we are one step forward
foday and ten steps backward tomorrow.

Examples are not farfetched. Kenya and Zimbabwe quickly come
to mind. The attempt to democratize is either a farce or an attempt to
take leadership by hook or by crook, which has often resulted in wan-
ton destruction of lives and property. This has been the tale of some
many communities in the Nigerian State. O'Neil (2006) notes that:
With regard to the failure of democratic advancement, Nigeria ap-
pears to be in a class of its own. Here in a country, which as far back as
1979, when large sections were under various kinds of dictatorship,
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organized a free and fair election which successfully tra,
mance from the military to elected civilian rulers. -
lause of such a singular event died down, the Nigerian =~ the” -
ided to plunge the country into diehard obscurantism, c-,—::‘ s,
oncern among the military has all but completely atrop}:;:?? ‘
postponements and cancellations of elections which are PErc.;_ '
mere ploys to perpetuate incumbents in power. Nigeria '-va: :
forefront of the liberation of South Africa from the darknes.
apartheid system to a modern democracy.

From the annulment of June 12, to the sacking of the Intep: "
tional Government, the failed Abacha transition programme P s
current democratic experience teaches us that democracy is an . “ur
sive project, in both human and material resources. It requires
pline, patience, vision and commitment. Kukah (1999) observeddgQ
“s0 many vears of experiencing the traumas and layers of OPpressj..
from the colonial and the neo-colonial states rendered many an Aiﬁc_:
can too weak to fight both in defense against and for democracy.

As such, no sooner had new democracies emerged in Africa
they began to crumble with ease, threatening to return to the state r}
nature for many”. However, the Nigerian case seems to be ‘miqu:‘
Democratic processes have been brought to an abrupt end by militap,
coup and counter coup. Meanwhile, the politicians manipulate thej;
way to power only to be manipulated out again. The drama evenp,.
ally led to the enthronement of Olusegun Obasanjo as a military heaq

of States. Obasanjo tactically handed power to a civilian admi'nisn-a_
tion in 1979 and gave Nigeria her first executive President in the per-
son of Alhaji Shehu Shagari. The situation took on a dramatic tum
with the reelection of Shehu Shagari in 1983. He was barely settline
down when Major General Mohammed Buhari in another militari
coup chased him out of power. Within two years of his reign, Genera)
[brahim Babanngida in 1985 toppled Mohammed Buhari. As the dramg
unfolded, this led to Babangida’s controversial “stepping aside” on
23rd August 1993 to make room for the Interim National Government
headed by Chief Ernest Shonekan.

General Sani Abacha cashed in at this confusion resulting from the
nullification of the presidential election of June 12 (believed to have
been won by Chief M.K.O Abiola) and the illegitimacy of the Interim
National Government and sacked the Interim Government. He was
still perusing and perfecting his self-transition programme when death
struck. This saw the emergence of the child of necessity staged by
General Abdulsalami Abubakar. Abubakar eventually handed over

leadership to another ex-military head in the person of Olusegun

5f,
Step,

Before 4

]

0,

~

i
v —

e Q ' - el Yo a
RELIGIOUS LEADERS IAND DEMOCRACY 3

. the ballot. With Obasanjo we have at least past the

i ghh“;l;-is transiting from one civilian administration to an-
Cl'.';'-nurdlc th we had the Late President Umaru Musa Yaradua2007
"’;L., in “'hltomes in the administration of President Goodluck Ebele
"ot® rhf‘?“:m 2009 - 2015, while we have the incumbent President
‘l',n.nh,m f]’“j guhari who was sworn in on the 29" of May 2015.
¢ m.lnﬂ“.
M ot Corrupt Practices and other Related Offences Com-

€
indef® 1 cPO)
misélon( ndent Corrupt Practices Commission (ICPC), (in full the

The IndepPe s = :

.ndent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Commis-
lﬂdepits a Nigerian agency that was inaugurated on the 2%th of Sep-
t‘“::l) ser 2000 following the recommendation of President Olusegun
¢

gbas&“io' The mandate_ is to receive and in\'estigfa\te reports of cor-
uption and in appropriate cases prosecute the otk_ender[s], to exam-
inés review and entorcg the cgrrecb:on of ‘corruptu.)n prone systems
and procedures‘of public bodies, with a view to ehmma.tmg corrup-
tion in Publlc l}fe, and to educate and en.hghtel?_ the pubhc .on and
against corruption and related o{fences with a view to enlisting and
fostering public support for the fight against corruption.

The desire and commitment of the present leadership to place in
the past the period of compromising pecuniary indecency as a consid-
eration for effectuating officials and private dealings has been demon-
strated by the present civil administration in the making of relevant
laws and the establishment of institution to fight corruption. More
than any other efforts in the past, the administration of President
Obasanjo has not left anybody in doubt about its commitment to
ensuring that the legal tools directed against corruption are imple-
mented and enforced in an effective and sustainable manner.

Surely, the Independent Corrupt Practices and other Related Of-
fences Commission Act No.5 of 2000 (‘the Act’) passed by the National
Assembly and signed into law on the 13" of June 2000 is momentous
potent and far reaching legal instrument that has a very great capac-
ity to combat the malaise of corruption in Nigeria with great impact.
The effectiveness of the law will depend largely on the far reaching
consequences of the punishments or penalties in the law to deter brib-
ery and other broad activities that qualify as corrupt conducts or
practices. Prior to the enactment of the Act there were other laws in
place containing provisions to deal with corruption in public offices.
The criminal code applicable in the Southern States and the Penal code
applicable in the Northern States provided for and penalize corrupt
Practices. There are other criminal codes just to mention a few.
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The inadequacies of the Criminal code and the penal ¢,
which contain anti-corruption provisions to properlly addr’eS;’th of
ruption were not only in regard to difficulty in having 5 Sticee Cor,
prosecution of corrupt practices, but also in respect of insufﬁcimssflu
punishments prescribed for corruption. If there was then reluctcy of
in bringing corrupt people to book in the past, one then can imag: ¢
the attitude towards sentencing and punishment. Though Ay dae
with both public and private corruption, most of its PTOVisionSea‘_lS
more towards the prescription of acts and omissions of Public o t
holders who at the expense of the public seek private and extra f,lce
and advantages front the public offices they administer. Therefgg:m.s
is indisputable that in passing the Act, the manifest intention Qfet’ l
legislature was to prescribe the offering, demanding, giving ang r ¢
ceiving of what may be generically termed as secret profits by Woﬂe(:
ers in both private and public sectors.

The Act 2000 establishes in section 3 the Independent Corrupt Pra,..

tices and other Related Offences Commission (ICPC) with respong;.
bilities that can be outlined as follows:

Investigation and Prosecution of Corruption, Study of Sys-
tems practices and procedure that encourage corruption and
review thereof, Advising Government Departments on ways
of minimizing corruption, Educating the public on bribery

and corruption, Enlisting public support in fighting corrup-
tion.

The above duties are onerous and their effective implementation
requires the orientation of the entire public service operation by crimi-
nal convention, which has been hijacked by the inordinate greed of
officers entrusted with public offices. The whole essence of discussing
the duties of the commission as regards fighting corruption is not just
to punish offenders but also to facilitate the creation of a corruption
free society by engaging in a systematic overhaul of the machinery of
the state which hitherto has encouraged administrative lapses and
thus occasioning widespread corruption. The era of graft, compro-
mise, want of integrity, dishonor and impunity should be put behind
us as we strive to build a corruption free Nigeria and this is the whole

essence of having a democracy that the masses would benefit from,

the poor would be able to appreciate the government of the day in
terms of what they would benefit in all spheres of their lives.
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dent National Electoral Commission (INEC)
mdepe‘;ndependent National Electoral Commission (INEC) set up in
T‘n?s the electoral body to oversee elections in Nigeria. The origin of
1998&‘ oes back to the period before Independence when the Electoral
NE n%issiO“ of Nigeria was established to conduct the 1959 elections.
Coml:ederal Electoral Commission (FEDECQ), established in 1960 con-
e red the immediate post-independence federal and regional elec-
d.uCS of 1964 and 1965. The electoral body was dissolved after the
bq‘l‘_ (ary coup of 1966. In 1978, the Federal Electoral Commission was
mlnlstimted by the regime of General Olusegun Obasanjo, organizing
iﬁe elections of 1979 which ushered in the Nigerian Second Republic
under the leadership of Alhaji Shehu Shagari. It also conducted the
eneral elections of 1983. In December 1995, the military government
of General Sani Abacha established the National Electoral Commis-
sion of Nigeria which conducted another set of elections. These elected
institutions were not inaugurated before the sudden death of General
Abacha on June 1998 aborted the process. In 1998 General Abdulsalam
Abubakar’s Administration dissolved NECON and established the
Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC). INEC organized
the transitional elections that ushered in the Nigerian Fourth Repub-
lic on May 29, 1999.

The Commission was established in accordance with section 153(f)
of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. The functions of
the Commission as stipulated in Part I of the Third Schedule to the
1999 Constitution are as listed below:

Organize, undertake and supervise all elections to the offices of the
President and Vice-president, the Governor and Deputy Governor of
a state, and to the membership of the Senate, the House of Representa-
tives and the House of Assembly of each State of the Federation, Regis-
ter political parties in accordance with the provisions of this Consti-
tution and an act of the National Assembly, Monitor the organization
and operation of the political parties, including their finances, Ar-
range for the annual examination and auditing of the funds and ac-

counts of political parties, and publish a report on such examination
and audit for public information, Arrange and conduct the registra-
tion of persons qualified to vote as well as prepare, maintain and re-
vise the register of voters for the purpose of any election under this
Constitution, Monitors political campaigns and provide rules and regu-
lations, which shall govern the political parties, Ensure that all Elec-
toral Commissioners, Electoral and Retuming (lJfﬁcTrs takefa'rt\d sub-

3 ice prescribed by law, Delegate any of its pow-
Sf,_illii t,_,ont}?%?aiiﬂ;eonftog:ac;oaal Commis);ioners, Carry out such other



[
i —
(ADUNA JOURNAL OF HUMANITIES, VOLUME 2, NUMBER 3,

D1g
functions as may be conferred upon it by an Act of the Nap:
sembly, atiop,

INEC shall be guided b
its duties: Nee
Autonomy: INEC shall carry out all its functions inde "
free from external control and influence PEndenﬂ
Trapspargqcy: INEC shall display openness and trang g
all its activities and in its relationship with all stakehoi?rehcy in
Integrity: INEC shall maintain truthfulness and honestyei;.ls‘
all it

al
y the following values in the Perfory, .

dealings at all times.

Credibility: INEC shall ensure that no actj
support of any candidate or political party.
Impartiality: INEC shall ensure the creation of '

for all political actors. @level playing fielq
Ded‘icatio;\f:. Il_\IE(li shall be committed to providing quality elecy
services efficiently and effectively, guided b i g 0
practice and standards. EASES s mtematmnal

Equity: INEC shall ensure fairness and justice i . )
stakeholders. Justice in dealing with 4

Excellepce: IN EC shall be gommitted to the promotion of merit and
professionalism as the basis for all its actions.

Team work: INEC shall create a conducive environment that
motes teamwork among its staff at all levels. pro-

on or activity ig taken ;
In

One major problem in Nigeria’s democracy is the existence of an
unhealthy electoral body called the Independent National Electora]
Commission, INEC. The commission is largely not independent as their
value states it. Every successive election conducted by INEC after 1999
suffered loss of credibility. Two major national elections conducted ip,
2003 and 2007 produced the most controversial, highly discredited,
notoriously unreliable and widely cancelled results in Nigeria‘s po-
litical history. Governors, senators, House of Representatives mem.
bers and state assemblies lost their victories at the various tribunals,
The 2011 national election did not witness a major radical departure
from the floppy parody of the past, Sadly, each election was maost oftey
seniously marred by INEC's poor organization, widespread procedural
irregulanties, lack of essential transparency, significant evidence of
fraud dunng the cojlation of results, disenfranchisement of volers al

different stages, lack of equal conditions for contestants and numes
ous incidents of violence

Violence affects the integrity of an election because it undermines
constituted guthornty and its legitimacy, Plections did not live up to

S e —
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os and expectations of most Nigerians beca‘use the process was
the hOPnot credible. INEC must seek knowledge widely. Elections were
wrgel cted even in States with difficult terrains and most materials
coqd:d Jate at the designated places and some were not even brought
ar”‘l’l to the polling booths. The appointment of Professor Attahiry
at @ a5 INEC chairman inspired Nigerians who then greatly applauded
Jega}:e deral Government.
errhere is no doubt about Jega’s clarity of thoughts and boldness of
sion but what he strongly needed was indomitable courage and
vi eccable political will to perform his duty which he was able to do
1ﬂ’11;n extent despite the various threats of top political class and we
i uld see from the last concluded election of March 28, 2015 that Presi-
f;:nt Goodluck Jonathan lost the election to the opposition candidate
Pre_:,iclent Muhammad Buhari which he conceded to defeat. Jega deeply
anderstands and strongly appreciates that policy practicals are radi-
cally different from academic theories, otherwise, he would have for-

otten any optimistic result that could be considered better than the
detestable records of some of his predecessors.

The Roles of Religious Leaders

Under Sixteen years into the life of the new civilian constitutional
democracy, there is already mounting evidence everywhere that Ni-
gerians have grown disillusioned and disenchanted with the obvious
‘non-performance’ of the government at all levels. People easily point
to the fact that life has grown increasingly nasty, brutish and short for
Nigerians in spite of all the sweet promises of the democratically elected
leaders. For hard proof, there is still no electricity, no petrol, no water,
no personal or proprietary security and life has generally and pro-
gressively gone awry for many, That appears to be the regimes’ in-
terim scorecard, The only notable exception to the unending tale of
woes is the fact that, at least today, the personal freedom of the peaple
has been partially restored as they can now air their views on virtu-
ally anything under the sun without the fear of immediate arrest or
outright death as was the case during the time of the military,

The fact that Christianity is one of the main religions in Migeria
malkees it pertinent to ask what role can and should the Chrstian lead-
ers play in the sustenance of democratic culture In Migeria, According

to an interview with the Overseer of Daystar Miniatey by Pastor Sam
Adeyermi on Channels TV Programeme of Sunelse Daily on the 19 of July
2015, T said that “leadership s all about character, (s all about maor
als, An average politician belongs either o a mosgue o to a church
and an a pastor, Heach them s a Jeadership consultant and 1 belieye
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that someone somewhere is listening and to hg|

ture; L?f being a good leaFier and having a life gettin o Jualjy
Religious leaders can bring about sustainabe politi & transfgr

through the inculcation of high sense of Morality, secal deyg D?EG.'-
less service, public accountability, respect for jy Dse of lmem

: or hu « y,
one’s neighbour, sense of humanity, abhorre man liveg 7 Se)g.

p hav
Y fo.
~a.

: * lo
peace, contentment with what one can IegitiI;f:tgi V;Izlence, 10\7: Ew
free, justice etc. in the citizens as well as the leaders (on:,: ' cormpﬁs '

If a religion fails to inculcate a sense of morality in the “egbe, 2003.n
it has failed in its creed and is not in a position to hel };)e?ple' the).
good governance and sustain political developmentin a clz)u Ting abour:
it has failed to raise the moral standard of the people. Ad;try Whey,
religious tenets by the leaders and followers will greatly enr.erehce to
cal activity. Embedded in each religion are the beliefs praéfih Polit

. : % ce

ethics that serve as check for excesses in human behaviour. Ty, > ang
ues in religion are viable mechanisms for political stability anq csl vl
opment. In addition, religion can function as a unifying factor foivel‘
lftical development, since religion influences every aspect of hyp, >
life and serves as a basis for human existence. Religion can boost int: i\
religious dialogue which can ultimately bring about religious tole;:
ance in the society. Inter-religious dialogue is a platform where reli.
gious leaders can discuss and orientate people about the essence of
religion and its efficacy in the society. Hence, it is important for relj.
gious leaders to guide against hypocritical teaching that can disrupt
peace and political stability. Therefore, exchange of ideas removes ig-
norance and eliminates religious conflicts.

Also, the observance of the oath of office by the political leaders
will sustain political development. Political office holders should al-
low their religious tenets to guide them continuously. Adeleye (1988)
asserts that: Religion breeds an ideal heart in man to be able to be
conscious of the need to have a clean heart. By this, he will grow to
have a philanthropic or patriotic thought before venturing to lead or
represent his people in government of the state. In another words,
religious leaders will prepare human mind to be a good politician
who will constantly fall back upon his religion to guide him. The teach-
ings or tenets of religion are expected to guide him to be able to lead his
people aright as a politician with fear of God in him. He will never
consider himself first, rather he knows that he is the servant of the
electorates. Religion in an idealistic set up, therefore, serves as oil to
lubricate politics. This is to say that religion bears peace and love,
both of which are vital ingredients that can sum the interests of soci-
eties together for an ideal and a very healthy and purposeful politics.
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ofore, i achieving good governance and political stability, reli-
'e:\ should serve as a guiding factor in all political activities that the

g\ ntry €ngages in. The impact of religion on politics can enhance
cod inable development if the impact is positive.
sustal . s : g . : o :
Accol‘dmg'to Ablo]e .(2,002) in his article said that political office
polders are misusing .rehglon as a tool to get to power while religious
jeaders ar€ mlshandlmg_ it to get personal gain from tk}ose whg hold
ublic office. Man_y Ch‘rlstxan leaders are accused of crimes which in-
clude money-making ritual murder (cfr, for instance, The Leader Vol.
XLINo. 1, Owerri, January 24,1999, PP. 1 & 3); armed robber)’ (cfr., for
instance, Weekly Trust, August 23-29. 2002. P. 10); duping (cfr., for
instance, Saturday Tribune, 20 September. 2003, P5), and so on. There
are discernible signs of anti-clericalism, as indicated by reports of
armed robbery attacks on some Christian leaders in their mission
houses (cfr., for instance. Sunday Champion, August, 11 2002, p-3. and
suggestions as to why churches should pay tax cfr, for instance, Sun-
day Champion, May 26, 2002, R2), If the influence of Christian leaders
can be measured, at least to some extent, by whether many Christians
abstain from crimes and anti-social activities, then, the influence can
be rated low, since many Christians are involved in various forms of
crimes that are committed in Nigeria, including the ones listed above,
and others, such as bribery and corruption, embezzlement of public
funds, nepotism, ethnicism, and general abuse of office.

The enumerated reasons above are not to conclude that there are
no good Christian leaders, as well as saintly Christians in Nigeria.
Many churches founded schools, established hospitals and health clin-
ics. Some expatriate Christian leaders in particular sponsored the edu-
cation of several Nigerian youths. Leprosarium and some other reha-
bilitation centres were also founded by some Christian Churches. Yet,
Nigeria remains a perverted and crime-infested society, to a large ex-
tent, because on both sides of the divide (i.e. the leader and the led), the
saintly are always in the marginal minority.

One can affirm, based on the research for this paper, that a good
number of Christian leaders wield enormous amount of power that
can positively influence the socio-political and economic situation in
Nigeria, if the powers are directed toward that end. Very often, the
powers are unleashed for ecclesiastical concerns alone. But some poli-
cies do overlap and can indirectly benefit society. For instance, Quot-
ing from Abioje’s article that the Catholic Arch Bishop of Owerri,
Anthony ].V. Obinna, was reported to have told the members of his
extensive archdiocese that anybody who dressed indecently would
henceforth not be allowed into the premises of” any church under his
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Conclusion

Looking at the
erty,
ing,

problems of Nigeria in the last twenty years: poy
unemployment, insecurity, lack of water, lack of adequate by,
crime, corruption, rural underdevelopment, low industrialiy,
tion, technological backwardness, nepotism, ethnijc distrust, religion,
violence, deteriorating, infrastructure, illiteracy, poor pay for work.
ers, lack of social sec urity, unreliable power supply, poor public trap,
portation system, malnutrition, high maternal and child mort
inuc.h.-quahr health SErVices, political int,lnl':ilily and rasc
Nigerians are not happy any longer. That is the crux of leadership and
democracy but bad leadership cannot enhance democracy. Bad lead-

ership cannot promote accountability, disc iphine, social justice and
£00d governance,

Bad leadership cannot “ncoura
iy, unity, and patriotism, B

ality,
ality, et

ge discipline, productivity, creativ-
ad leadership and bad governance are
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fated, But what exactly ig pood povernance, By pood goy-
RO y W: :'l'f;'l' to the existence of an environment lh.l'rllrnlll‘uil".
ernantt tinty, social justice, fincal discipline and responsibility, trar,
""‘.”“”l., service delivery and accessible leadership, Good gover
i ‘l'“'““ that the people remain primary in the deployment of
ance I""]l:“m"‘ powers, the allocation of programimes and policies
5”"“["‘1' enources, Good povernance demands a leadership that ema
well 827 m the prople and functions within the context of dialogue,
patet ”'“Ii(m and constitutionalism, In an environment of pood poy
‘\““m”-"-’ llll“|$ul1|itf will and public good dominates, and the people,
"'"rlfji";‘"'nlll'l.ll'lil'l‘ff» and constituencies are consulted before POV
g "l”'ln'li”“-‘» are taken, Cood povernance 1s about the preople, their
”M;:l-::, ;il’(‘illl\h, rvl‘.:liuuhhip-;‘, cultures, values, and ;;vnurql SOCHO ulJ
it‘t‘::atl environment, Can we sy tluayl ’:Nv have been experiencing an
"niuy'll’\j', ,"'””d }',UV‘!‘I‘I\.I‘H‘ whi Nl."',"r"“ sy Lo the peaple, 1t atirae i
Good leadership brings hope and en iy to I. peop §‘| o
the best minds as well as local and external "“I'P”‘"'" (",'M’ jfr'.':"' 'I'“”f‘
prings about quality and pood povernance, l'"'"r’,"'ul s p ,'; i ;’ I'
piness in the people, and peneral dynamism, (’mmi leaderahip ,,‘m":
out the most purposeful, ereative and innovative qualities of citizens
and expands the capacity to share the pairvs of reform and to :-',l.:hl'r,h
strong, pim(nrme, of tolerand e, mutual support, ”,,,l,,.r’m,,”’ innova
tion, and social justice, Infact, no matter the level, there is no ,,lu-r],.,,,.
tive 1o purposeful, honest, focused, dedicated, and patriotic {t-;;r :r»
ship. A pood leader encou rages the emergence of :,lli.‘-r |l'r;lfl" (ri:, ,";;-
courages people to take charge and to want to make a differenc . }r i
dent Faure Eyadema, 50 Birthday Lecture for Prof, Julius thonvbere,
Benin City, 2006), ‘ W
From the above considerations, it has been nh'.vr.w'd t 1 r"I-,..’r,;
tainable democracy and good governance to h(‘.. u(}u:-w‘rd’ "Ir';:-l;dl';"’.
the role of religious leaders cannot be Wu‘n’zd anide, l.':l;;',:}e_;‘l',lf,m;”J,ry
have a great deal to contribute to mul"ul rr:!UVt:rnutlf;rn r’: li i }],_1 ".“()d
in Nigeria, Good moral promotes fertile soil fr;r‘dnr‘n‘n.r/r:nr{r:w ’[’!r-li-
governance to germinate, grow, flower and bear |a f“”é ] el
7 i indispensable instruction for the promotion of moral va
gion is an indispensa w—— 4 govemanie © gIOW
that will help the nascent democracy and goo ’I’j : :
like other advanced democracies all over the worlc

rences o S
‘ll:tfeernational IDEA (2000) Democracy in Nigeria, International Insti

tute for Democracy and Electoral Assx{s’,lan,;.; T
()ny'\b(,: M. “The Dark Side of Democracy”, in the G



7y VAGE JA O AR S /) A 7, st e #y

et Sunday Wia 8, 2000

Ohrmsanies  Husegun, Open Addresy at the Iernationl ¢ .,

Conraption snd Orgarywd Crime in SO0z A bajley,, “*«,
Willeriumm, Proceedipgs of an nternations) Combererg, o ,’: %
Pbnsia, Sigena, (eds ) by Toratom Lamne wnd Vet Cdekagyy,” My,
bpurn Berks Liseted, Jhadan e

pdbeginte Latewd (1991 ), Vomards the Bydistion A 8 Conragh. b, .

vty The Vole and Duties oA the ctizepry in LEZAVE 2770 v Z 1
Oty (ods ) Perspectives on Corruphion and ohbey g, , "
Crimes in Yigeria, Lagow Federal Mirastry of Jastics, | 4,y ﬂfli
Series, Prirded by Fabog, Nigenia Enterpriswes o
Thw Sherier Onlond English Dictionary, VoA, p AYL Rerrmin 44,0
Razaq ., b Vohitval Beomenny of Corruption and Undey. {,.,,,.”
mura, (Toadar: Yaculty Lecture Series 5o 10, Vartage V";m*::
124, 197, pyp 1794 Py

Ak 10, Local Comemrapent Resouree Meobilisation and | ey,

s in Tewdede Jocal Covernment of COryo Sate, (e Mo 1, " .
Sished Phd Thesis, Obafermi Awolowo Uriversity, 1%, v

Daskarition of Demgeracy in Orford English Dictionary

Dunessacy < Lwdimntion and Maore from the Froe Mertiam - Wetppey g,
Qonary '

Dnamemd, 1., Laeture “What is Demerracy” at Hilla Universey 4.,
Humarsstic ‘Puties Jaruary 21, 204

Herry Conge Liddell, Robent Som, soiiefiatha in “A Creekbngy,
Lexicont”, 3 Peroeus

Usssmond, 1., Develomng Demercracy toward Conselidation, L umde,
Johw Hoplins Uriversity Prews, 1999)

Fhsben, B0, " Trw Yehe o Beligoon in Natiomal Building and the 1,
grea st A Wistoneal Perspeetive”, Journal of Christian Ve
gpom bducation. VA5, 1o 2, Zaria: The [igenian Avsociation foy
fw Pudy of Croistian Religion and Education, (2010)),

Wisem, W € (BIF,) Encyclopedin of Ancient Creece, V5B O-415497%34.1,
Show Yo Ranitiedye, P511.

« vy emireh oA v niad Sesme e K500 5 2276 T8N Vo, 2 (6), Decormber
w2, pp LI

SHAKIL, Srdeperdent Coarupt Practices and Other Related Offences
Commermon - 8 baud Overview”, Independent Commission Agaires
Corraghom (Hong Kemg). Betrieyed 2009-10-10

wn scrngptia g INEC Nigena”, Independent National Electors)
Commminmon:. Kettieved 200741319

Faoy Ve .

“INEL Mhstory”, Independent National Electoral Commission. Re-

trwved 25104213

ee—

il

HELKIS LEMUARS, WO LEMOS B0 #

<ale, Harvard Law School, Cambridge, MA, USA, Wednes
hars oy 27, 2066
T gsl  J1., 2003, Religious Ideals and the Question of Covernance
GH‘:W ica. I Oguegicfor, §.O, (Ed.), Philosophy, Democ racy and Re-
Wble Governance in Africa. Transaction Publishers, New
owick and lxmdt:y»_p;r 5295742
e R\; f; g&;&:; Re:}g;yr}iglﬁim and %c'w!y, In: S A Adewale
(ed), Religion and < - The Nigerian Experience, Tbadar Orita

p.75



