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0.1, Introduction

The 1990s have been characterized by increased global concerns on citizenship quality
hecause Of life-threatening issues like terrorism, armed conflicts, HIV/AIDS, global
warming, energy Crisis, desertification, political upheavals, among several others, which the
world grapples with. As a result of these, attention is being drawn to the challenge of
effective citizenship development through education. Governments are challenged to

local and reglpnal responses to the rise of phenomena like poverty, harmful cultural
practices particularly n relathn to women, drug trafficking and abuse, HIV/AIDS, religious
fundamentalism, armed conflicts, and environmental degradation which largely border on
ineffective citizenship competencies. The United Nations through the Education for
Sustainable Development (ESD) championed the course of citizenship Education in the
globe. This she did through various global education conferences aimed at giving people the
oppertunity to discuss why and how to integrate the values inherent in sustainable
development into teaching and learning processes. The need to re-channel educational
efforts towards the attainment of sustainable development is a global one but it tends to be
more pronounced in developing countries such as Nigeria.

Since her amalgamation in 1914, Nigeria has been greeted with a lot of vices which range
from social, economic to political and religious problems. These are manifested in
corruption, ethnicity, war, nepotism, tribalism, secession, religious crises, terrorism,
contempt for law, loss of value, negative attitude to national issues, lack of patriotism,
political gangsterism, prostitution, bribery, fraud, oil bunkering and a host of other
practices, which dents the corporate existence of the nation. More so, in the past three
decades, Nigerians have witnessed dramatic oppressions from military dictators and have
se¢n one authoritarian regime after another toppled in the midst of different forms of political
violence. Even with the entrenchment of democracy in Nigeria in 1999, some of these
problems still linger. Further, the spate of corruption in Nigeria is alarming and transcends to
every aspect of National life from the professionals to the politicians. Consequently, the loss
of value, the imbibing of false values, the lack of sclf-spiritedness, patriotism etc. have

ome the lots of Nigerians. These social ills have sneaked into all sectors, all aspects of the
:‘;:l;tgd that they constitute the essential problems with which in reality, Nigerians have to

: *cording to Chinsman (1996), these ills are likely to have been caused by whathe summed
P as: the seemingly perpetual subservience of the Nigerian population, their inability to
Wwer themselves and put themselves on the driver’s seat of the vehicle for development

g I powerlessness to engineer political, social and economic chuﬁge an:il
"“loMmation. This could mean that a good number of Nigerians are yet 10 understand an
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10.2. Objectivesof the work

Atthe end of the lecture, students should be able to:
L. discuss the problems thathave plagued Nigena;

3. explaintheconcepts of citizen and citizenship;

3, highlight the different types of citizens and ways citizenship can b
acquired;

4. appraise the concept of citizenship education; and

5. State the subjects/disciplines that teach citizenship education.

10.3. " The Concepts of Citizen and Citizenship

g‘;gt:‘;gnb? t:r slattg is:i made up of citizens and aliens. It now behooves on us to draw ackesr
person who haseff:;l ﬁzhgos' In the western perspective, the term citizen is used to refertoa
being granted such rights ,ast; member of a society, nation or country, either by birth or by

gis. In the traditional setting, the term simply means a frecborn person

of any community. A citizen i

: - A citize !

€njoys all rights and privil::lg]cssa :]O‘naﬁde, legal and authentic member of a state. He'she |
constitution of the sta '

m)d they
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-justice
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: -justice citizen is one who
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€, and endeavour to be fair and promote

In an heterogeneous and democratic society
their own outstanding contributions. Good
voluntarily ready and able to weigh different pe
meditate on matters bordering on justice, equa
A good citizenship centres on the willingness
way within a society.

like Nigeria, citizens must be ready to make
citizenship thus implies that citizens are
rspectives, explore strategies for change, and
lity/inequality, and democratic involvement.
to act in a socially accepted and responsible

104.  The Concept of Citizenship Education

Citizenship education in its unique form seeks to involve citizens in their communities and
schools by teaching them the skills necessary to effectively participate in civil society.
Citizenship education is all about teaching citizens how to behave in a state or a nation. This
takes different forms; informally and formally. It encompasses the preparation of young
people for their roles and responsibilities as citizens and, in particular, the role of education
(through schooling, teaching and leaming) in that preparatory process (Kerr, 2004).
Originally, the school is a place for young people to gather democratic experiences and
ruminate upon these in addition to experiences gained elsewhere (Daniels, 2001).
Ruminating on these can contribute meaningfully to the identity development of young
people and ultimately enhance the quality of their participation in society. According to
Oluniyi (2011), the aim of citizenship education is to develop young people into responsible
citizens, who understand their rights and responsibilities and can play an active part in
society. The subject should teach students how to be politically literate using real life
situations. This is because being taught to respect the law without leaming how bad laws can
be changed and better ones promoted, tend to create apathetic subjects rather than active
citizens. Citizenship education involves people making their own decisions and taking
responsibility for their own lives and society. Patrick (1999) observes that the concept of
citizenship is at the core of education for democracy.

Citizenship education though under different captions like civics and civic education can be
simply defined as the subject that teaches people (citizens) their rights and obligations in the
place where they live (Oladiipo, 2013). Citizenship education is now a widely contested
field. Citizenship education reflecting in Social Studies and Civic Education is one of the
subjects in the national curriculum that teaches about the way to behave in thc_tscfc:‘c(y.
democracy, justice, politics, the economy and the law. Other ways to alla!lj ‘Lju‘fl:.n‘.shhlp
education goals include social sciences, world studies, education for democratic citize nship,
life skills, moral education and character education (Kerr, 1999; Huddleston &Gf’mb"ﬁ"."
2005; Winton, 2007). It is the discipline that centres on the developing of youths for their

adult life within the community, particularly in the area of doing what is right and standing by
it
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10.6. Issue-oriented Citizenship Education

chssrqom-basgd civic education, The second approach is education through citizenship.
The aim here is to engage students in learning by doing, through active, participatory

experiences in the school or local community and beyond. On the long run, this reinforces
the knowledge component through direct ficld experience. The last approach is education
for citizenship. This approach houses the other two strands. It demands that students be
equipped with a set of tools - knowledge and understanding, skills and aptitudes, values and

disposition — they require to participate actively and sensibly in the roles and responsibilities
they encounter in their adult lives. This approache connects citizenship with the whole
educational experience of students (Kerr, 1999).

Education, indeed, suggests that Nigeria subscribes to the issue-based curriculum approach
in agreement with the realities of our environment and the modern world” (FRN, 2004, p.4).
The new Social Studies for Upper Basic Education (NERDC, 2007) put this recognition in
proper perspective by hammering contemporary issues of local and global concerns. These
include issues such as youth unemployment and youth restiveness, environmental issues,
drug abuse, child/women trafficking, and family life education. Others are HIV/AIDS
prevention education, peace and conflict resolution, the mass media, globalization,

millennium development goals (MDG), and Nigeria's National Economic Empowerment
and Development Strategy (NEEDS).

10.7.  Usefulness of Citizenship Education

Huddleston (2017) opined that a consideration of the teaching of controversial issues serves
only to underline the importance of good citizenship education from an ear!y age, Chnld;en
whoare used to discussing their differences in a rational way at the lower basic school are ina
better position to accept it as normal in the post-basic years. They are able_ to investigate and
inquire into topical, ethical and controversial issues. Thf: knowledge of citizenship help.sbto
Prepare young people to cope with problems and turmoils ma.turcly and toleramly: :1hcln|‘ 'y
take responsibility for their deeds and others. In a nutshell, it nurtures them for - : th ;
which entails taking good decisions. The object_ivg: of citizenship education is much more
yond collecting, locating, discussing and describing.

Teacher education with specialty in citizenship, through a variety DLIOu mc}l‘udmi‘\tz f)t
Bachelor's degree, Postgraduate degrees and Profcssnon_a! 'Ccnl‘hcal‘l:;"illii:l L|n .
tremendous help in the development and growing success of (?Ill.ZCthlp € ut¢ o cd.uumon
in Nigeria. The emergence of citizenship education as a SPS’“_"’"S‘ }’"’lh}:grf";“: backarolnds
has alse opened up the teaching profession to a range ol individuals with degre g
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pride of place in the school curriculum, a generat

ople will (or at least may) be deprived of a chance to forrpglly lgam a
?:vigﬁgftze ar‘:d aclivc(ly participate in the political and social con‘mmmpcs within w
they inhabit, This aspect of schooling is too important to be lfqated wph levny..Thz?nks for
relentless efforts of the government of Nigeria in giving cnpzcnsh:p ‘educauon its pride
place by making ita compulsory subject especially in the basic and senior secondary sch

If citizenship education wasn't given a

Anumba (2013) asserted that citizenship education will make members of a society posse:
full knowledge of the state, their duties and obligations to the state, their rights a
expectations from the state, the necessity of total conformity with accepted ways
standards of life of the people, the need for full compliance with rules and regulations a
total allegiance to the state. The essence of it all is the need for relevant education that wi
transform the citizens to live legally in the society and contribute meaningfully to 1
progress. It is this kind of socialization orientation and training that can propcrly be referres
to as education for citizenship. Falade (2008) opined that civic education isa tool that ¢
make Nigeria achieve the aims of integration, cohesion and national unity.

Through its themes, it fosters tolerance and respect for the nation.

Many civic skills must come into place in working for a sustainable future. These include:
desire to investigate issues in the local, school and wider community, a readiness
recognize social, economic, ecological and political dimensions of issues needed to resol
them, the ability to analyze issues and to participate in action aimed at achieving
sustainable future. Building these skills is the realm of citizenship education. Indeed, acti
democratic citizenship is one of the underlining features of a sustainable society. M
importantly, the importance of citizenship education has been emphasized in scve
international agreements and the Nigeria government. '

Citizenship education is not just about teaching alone, it transcends to making studen
demonstrate citizenship through the way they operate in the society. It is an ideal instrume
for exploring the values required by the nation. The usefulness of citizenship educati
could be seen in its function of building character and developing the soft skills th
employers of labour are on the lookout for- ability to work under prcssuré with minit
supervision, social interaction, communication, team work to mention a few

i:; Ol'};; clgrzlflr:nrleg‘t;:::;lnshi.p_is the crlxllrcnching of democracies. In achieving this, actv
¢.citizens who are willing and abl \ponSi f
g . 22 e to take responsibility
giigg.?el}es and their communities and contribute to the political proccfs are neede
iizens should be alive to the following among others: h
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o concernabout the welfare of others;

o critical/objective in their views and,argumcntS'

o capability of having an influence on the world:

o responsibility about their communities: ,

o Dbeingof good character in how they acl‘as Citizens

The above qualities are not inborn hut

* inclusive: An entitlement for all young people regardless of their ability or
background;

s pervasive:
people;
¢ lifelong: Continuing throughout life.

Not limited to schools but an integral part of all education for young

The study of citizens must not be relegated because of its feasible importance as citizenship
issues are topical; current today, real: influence people's lives, sensitive sometimes; can
affect people at a personal level, especially when family or friends are involved; often
controversial; people disagree and hold strong opinions about them: and finally moral; relate
to what people think is right or wrong, good or bad, important or unimportant in the society.

Citizenship education helps learners to develop self-confidence and successfully tackle life
changes and challenges like bullying and discrimination. It gives leamers a voice in the life
of their schools, in their communities and in society at large;. More so, it gnablcs them to
make a landmark contribution by developing the expertise and experience needed (o
claim their rights and know their responsibilities and training them for the challenge:s ang
opportunities of adult and working life. With its css_c_nual c'lqmcnts' like knqwlc;igc an

understanding, skills and aptitudes, values and dispositions, citizenship education focus on

the development of individuals.

z Y says. This
Today, citizenship education has changed the altitude of'N|g‘c:3';Z ll;‘alS\?mn;?:!yo:;\ac)rf public
could be seen in the fact that orderliness is now being maintal nm to be law abiding in the
places where people queue. It is the prerogalive of th;: gnuzc;‘:d in this regard. More so,
society. The teaching of citizenship education bas greatly 1::5 it is unlawful to break traffic
through teaching, awareness and advocacy, citizens .kn'ow $

rules bearing in n;ind the penaltics accrued to defaulting.

' i ssolino and African
‘Hittler, Benito Musso

i jan. These political demagogues

and dignity of human persons.

The policies adopted by some world Icad‘crs llk:n‘: ly dracon
leaders like Idi-Amin, Gbagbo, Mugabe a'rc'b overnment
Ve no respect for democracy, representative g
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where cmz::;sgg’y important roles i0 the dfvziz%est. Those types of c!tlzqnshlp educati
°"v:'?§u'33n of education may be relative )Lmdc dialogue and discussion in the classroo
contri

. .al climate and include : : includes classroo
that involve the Pedagoglca:,(c of citizenship. Citizenship education that o suc; lassr.
can promote the dcvclopmen of a formal educational method or p(rogf et as cvy
activities carried out 2 P' the development of citizenship. The forming of the ming
instruction can also promote beig responsible and conforming to the socie

capable of taking informed declsions, Despite the integration of citizenshi

standards i iti ip education. ; ' :
od d r ls]::t;h‘;f?:,:snl:il;l;::zt:t{is;‘;pCivics, Social Studies, Social Sciences and ultimate}
ucalio

ion, | veritable instrument of breeding nation:
s ‘chxafcgr:);:?cn?e ::d :;orging national unity. It is not out of place ¢
consm&;s:;e s;sllagmwing experiences, which include formal education, help people to develog
Z?l?zcezship ?;ompetencw (e.g., civic knowledge, sl.cills,. anirudes_», and {eﬂecnon) and th
hecome active citizens.Though the Nigerian nation 1§ bedgv:lcd w1th SO many vices
citizenship education if well internalized by students is quite useful in tackling th :
However, a lot still needs to be done. The following are recommended to make citizenshig

education deliver more good fruits:

10.8. Summary and Conel

109. Recommendations

1. Since it is not only the school that helps in the teaching of citizenship education,
home, religious bodies, mass-media and agencies like NOA, ICPC etc should
intensify efforts in fostering the education of citizens.

2. The curriculum contents of citizenship education should be more detailed 2
comprehensive to accommodate some other issues.

3. leﬁcatnon In citizenship education should be used as criteria in eetting so0
appointments, employment or issuance of licenses ete. - t

" S;:cnship education should concentrate more on the dialogue and cooperation
pmcttif: :_‘l‘_‘dem; during class. This will enhance active learning and enable them t0)
ttizenship (lcaming-by-doing) and accumulate democratic experiences.

Revision Exercise
1. . |
. Isav _ . N
3 Rghts and resp(,nsibi“ti:smablc channel and too] for educating citizens about thetr
- ccording to Westheimer ‘
types of citizens. 'mer and Kahne (2004) there are  dufferen!
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Through advocacy, awareness and Sensitization, agencies like

3 and ___now teach citizenshi y
W education can be taught both A,

- . and

4. igerian educational research and . $
The Nigerian ¢ Search and development counci ivi

5. education curriculum for basic schools in launched a " civic
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