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-This is the. malden issue of our departmental journal, EDE:
Journal of Linguistics, Literature and Culture (JLLC). As the
name suggests, the journal covers various aspects of LngUlSthS
Literature and Culture. This issue contains twelve incisive and well--
researched papers. Eleven of these papers are written in Enghsh.
‘ language while the last paper is written in Yoruba language Each of

the papers is written by one or more experts.

~_Inthe first paper, Ajiboye and Omoloso lnghhght the extent
- to which morphological and tonal modification of English words
borrowed into Yoriiba have affected their semantic interpretations.
The paper employs descriptive model to draw insights .from
relevant aspects of morphological and phonologlcal analyses of
humanlanguage especxally Yorubd. -

- Oyebola, in the second paper, endeavours to account for the
apparently deviant: behaviour of Hausa alveola1 and " palata
consonants with respect to the palatahsatlon process. He provides
‘ev1dence for the cyclxsny of the palatahsatlon role He also

"""""

prowdes _]ustlﬁcatlon for the settmg upofthe levels

Abubakre's paper sets out to investigate the similarities and
differences in the operation of affixation in Hausa and Eggon. ‘The
paper demonstrates that affixation in the two languages performs a
productive role in the lexicon of the languages The paper .
recommends that more 1nd1genous ngerlan languages be studled
and documented for future use. _ |

~ Inthe fourth. paper, Ajiboye lnghllghts the three factors that

© "determine how bare nouns. are construed in Yoruba. He: foctises

: attentlon on the first factor and proposes that the generic Versus non-
genertc construct of Yoruba bare nouns is cruc1ally determined’ by
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the distinctions between permanent and temporary state verbs
Sanusi and Omoloso's paper deals with the role of pr(;Vc: bs

in preserving archaic lexical items and expressions in Yoriba, Trhe
aper focuses on survey ‘of archaic words and expressions in
vant Yoruba proverbs. The paper

pape n a surv
Yoruba, exemplifying with rele
also examines and brings into focus the linguistic problems facing
the younger generation of Yoruba speakers. It also recommends that
the teaching of Yoruba proverbs be includedin school curriculumas
adeliberate policy. i, " sl
.~ In the next paper, Fakuade and‘Amoruwa'cxamine the
attitudes of Polytechnic students towards instructional materials
used in the teaching and Jearning of English. The paper focuses on
the attitudes of students towards paper based and audio-visual
materials. The major finding of the paper is that both the students
and the teachers showed positive attitudes towards recommended
texts. . p0f, LA ‘ (58
7 Ayodabo discusses the’ place of ‘English in  literacy
me English speaking mations with' particular
‘It also examines the efforts of scholars'm
d functions of ’English Janguage' In

developments in sO
reference to Nigeria.
documenting the history an
;_,_\Ijgeria_zind elsewhere., =TT o s ik
i Sharndama's paper examines the morphology and syntax
the Kilba panegyrics. The paper reveals that, praise epithets;
phonoaesthetic and loan Words'arc;the common vocabularies used
m :lhe composition .Of panegyrics. It also shows that well patternce
.:gﬂ:xf‘“‘,““’e,vocabuw ies exalt, laud, entice the patron‘and prompt
"’:f” Adc cm'vs g Ryrerpy 3y ..-,»,- xA ‘ o 7, -‘«‘ _,t,,‘.:
{hat Yorab socie Cfias focuses attention on the dynamic change
oy g clely, o8, expericnced on ‘mioral issues. The paper
to improve the societal rature portrays morality with the intention
portrayal of Y Ol'l:lbla' a “:‘01 al standard. The paper concl udes thatthe
form of p'rf:atc':hinganl::l1 ?rt”- pl 1losophy in Yoriiba literature takes the
o tritintatd) - Il 4 'Caclhmg which persuade crature takes

b e In Orimogunje's paper, C'lipha‘sis?'c‘ e and infect readers.
* veibal s wsed In the incierous healheare derrvery systons He
2 Bl i are delivery systéni. He

yntaX of

-----
i s .a;:_;:g”.?
; R

| 2
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discusses the functions of the verbal arts used in-Yoriibd-indigenous
healthcare delivery system with a view to showing the role literary
genres play. The paper concludes with a stress on efﬁcacxous nature
of the functions of Yoruiba verbal arts. -

' - AbdulRaheem's paper focuses attention cm: the influence of
Arabic Language on Yoruba literature. The paper dlscovers that -
traces of Arabic cum Islamic elements are found in litérary génres of
Yoruba literature. The paper suggests that Arabic and Yoruba
scholars should make more efforts to expose Yoriiba literature to'the
world through original works and translatlons o

Adeosun's paper examines the effects of gIobaI:zatlon on
Yoruba culture, particularly marriage institution. The paper also
considers the adverse effects of economic, political, technological
and . scientific. development on the Yoruba cultural.settings. It
recommends the total return to the proper and orlgmal cultural ways
ofllfe among theYoruba 02 sinnns? bas aoissiishoM o]
.. Professor Y.A.Ajayi

Editor-in-Chief
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AFFIXATION IN HAUSA AND EGGON: A
COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Samiat O. Abubakre
Department of Linguistics and Nigerian Languages,
Faculty of Arts,
University of llorin,
llorin. Nigeria.
sammieng06@yahoo.com

Abstract )

Language is a vital tool in human and societal development
The dynamic nalure of language requires continuous studies n
order to keep pace with development and expand the fronfiers of
knowledge. The present study is an atlempr in this direction. It

closely examines affixalion, a morphological process, in Hausa ar{d
Eggon with a view o describing and analyzing its manifestation in

the two languages. The similarities and differences in the operation
ed  The study shows

of affixation in Hausa and Eggon are focus
among others, that affixation in Hausa and Eggon performs @
productive role in the lexicon of the languages. Hausa is a member
?f the C.hadic sub-group of the Afro-Asiatic language fam ily. Eggon
;; ed ?\if!ﬁecé as a Benue_-Co;’i oo language, which is a sub-member of
losiom Cf;e’; f;ﬂgo Jamily. The choice of two genetically different
oF maitaral /2; ust Uﬁ’)’ he fact that some of the universal properties
irrespective of t h(gzag; )c{o VLR ﬁ‘O{?z language to language
contribute to the slug ,m{w ’f"_] al {Ozvs-th. This study is an atfempt 10
the challen v of our indigenous languages in order to mee!
 E—— ges of development, most especially in the aspects of
Trsch ge Ieac/rmg and learning. Our method. '/} iy g i
the ]agped that this study will Jurther enh odology Is descriplive
8uages and consequently nalio;;n ance the development of
d al development. Therefore,

this pap
er recommey
. ‘ 1S canono -
igerianian . - ng other things, th ndi
. guages be studied and docwm‘egm"eafcgrmom AHERGEHO
use.
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3 5 : Y o : Samiat O. Abubakre

1. Introduction " - 29 b e
" “"'Hausa isclassified as a member of the Chadic phylum of the
Afro-Asiatic language family (Comrie, 1991; Newman, 2000; SIL,"
'2008). Hausa is one of the three major indigenous languages in
‘Nigeria. Eggon belongs to the Benue-Congo language family,
whichis a sub-group of the Niger-Congo language family. '
- "' “"Hausa is said to be the single most widely spoken language
in Nigeria and Africa apart from Swahili.* In northern Nigeria, -
Hausa is the first language of at least 25 million people and as many
as20 million people speak Hausa as a second or third language (SIL,
ZOQB).' Asa result, it has become the lingua franca in most parts of
~ the northern Nigeria. ' Although, there are about seven dialects of -
Hausa, they are mutually intelligible. Hence, no dialectisregarded

3 ¢ 5

as superior to the others. |
" “The ‘major dialects -are ‘Western, Northern, Eastern and-
Southern. There are also Ghanaians and non-native dialects. The-
Kano variety also called Kanancil, is usually referred to as the
'standard’ Hausa. It is the variety used in nearly all printed materials”
and ismost heard in broadcast media, both local and international. - *
~ ““Y"Eggon is the language spoken by a large number of people-
" in Nassarawa state, Nigeria(Ayeni,2004). It has twenty five (25)
locally recognized dialects but their status is unclear (Gordon:
- - 2005). The web edition of the Ethnologue (2008) puts the; number of
speakers at approximately 200,000 people. Eggon is still regarded
as a minority language going by the population of the speakers. -
According to Uwe (2008), Eggon is still struggling to emerge-as a-
‘major ‘language for ‘literary development. However, it hng Foe
dictioiary toitscredit, - - e T T
“"' " 'The purpose of this study is to closely examine affixation ﬂg*_
aword formation process that has enriched the lexicon of Hausa tg‘l :
13,88011,;,'Iﬁ,’c1'oing this, we discuss the functions of the affix typest ﬁtt’ |
afe attésted i the morphology of both languages for the P.m'l"’fse g. :
- Somparison, -Thus, the analysis and- exemplification 'of 4 '?’l
affixation processes in the two languages form the c_:en"' al ff"'ﬁ“’ O
the study. The finding of the study is that genetically different -
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Affixation it Hausa and Eggon: 4 Comparative Analysis 3

or may not exhibit similar phenomenon.
a common and productive word formation

d it is also productive in the languages under
both lexical and grammatical functions in
by contributing to the development of the

languages may :
Affixation 1S

rocess in languages an
study. Affixes perform
the two languages there

languages. ,
Iexical functions refer to the effects of affixes on the free
t or stem in the word formation

morpheme that acts as the roo
‘ons of affixes on the other hand

rocess. The grammatical funct
e roots in which case, the class of

refer to the effects of affixes on th
the roots / stems does not change but there is added information such

as plural or tense marking. These details will be presented in the

present study. , e
It is hoped that this study will further enhance the
e positively to the

development of the languages and contribut

linguistic situation in Nigeria. Since language is the chief means by

which human beings communicate and interact, its development

will go a long way towards erthancing national development.
| Therefore, this paper recommends among other things, that more

indigenous Nigerian languages be studied and documented for use. '

2.The Morphology .. Tausaand Eggon
The branch of linguistics that studies the word formation

processes in languages is known as morphology. Morpholo
according to Crystal, (1990:225), is “the branih ot‘%glguistfgs whi%)ﬁ
studies the structures or forms of words primarily through the use of |
morphemes”. The morpheme is the basic concept of the stud of
rules guiding word formation. It is the most fundamental um}; in
morphology. Oyebade, (1992:82) defines the morpheme as “the |
mmn;_ml meaningful unit of grammatical analysis which may
;:Sonstltute a word or part of a word”. When it is a word on itsown, it ‘
regarded as free morpheme. Examy.ies of free morphemes in
Hausa and Eggon are shown in (1) below: iy

(D). . Hausa Eggon Gloss
(1) [ruwa] [ami] 'water'
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o (v) . [magani] . [agumu] = 'medicine’

Each of the words in. the examples above consists of only one
morpheme that cannot: be sub-divided intoany meaningful parts,
That is, each has independent existence and meaning. Thus, it is
regarded as a free morpheme. But when it functions as part of a free

or another morpheme it is called bound morpheme otherwise -
known as affix. BT e BAS vivet

3. Affixes in Hausa and Eggon ' ' ./
Affixes appear as sub-parts of another morpheme, usually

the free morpheme. It does not occur in isolation. It is meaningful
only when it is attached to a free. morpheme (i.e. a root/stem). An -
affix may occupy the structural position of a prefix, in which case it
occurs before the root or it can occupy the position of a suffix, -
occurring after the root (Oyebade, 1992:85). In. some other
languages, we have an affix occurring in between two morphemes.
Thisiscalled aninfix. it P il 5k o e pmE a

- ' Suprafix is another type of affix. Tones, stress, pitch, syllable
and other suprasegments or the prosodic features are examples of
suprafix. Hausa and Eggon are tone languages and as such tones
perform both lexical and grammatical functions in the languages.

' .. .« InHausa, plurality is marked by changes in the tones of ,
the root word in addition to the changes in the segments as shown iy
theexamplesbelow: - .

£ ~('i)g[mot.a]'. ~ [motootsi] . - e motor(s)" |
¢ 2o (il) [sufana] .~ [sufanooni] .. Sgge‘“;’;‘(’ég"
.+ (i) [riga] . [riguna] i3 S) ey

G : P g e e
- (iv) [dzaka] [dzakuna] - . i T
.. (vi)[kwando] . . [kwanduna] . EESE
. (viD) [kwano] . .. [kwanukal ..o gO ST
o (Vi) [kage] ... v, - [karenukal oot i FURRS e
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A _[ﬁ.ra:iah in Hausa and Eggor: A Comparative Analysis 38
(ix) [gida] [gidadze] 'house (s)’
(x) [wuri] [wurare] ~ 'place(s)
I;‘l these examples, the plural form Is derived first, by the

addition of the plural suffix, and thenone of th'e tones of the singular
form also changes. This is a language specific rule that must be

; : in Hausa.
red to produce well-formed structures n .
Obe)eSimIijlarly'in Eggon, the tones are used to mark plurahty as

s
t8)1ImNSin‘gmrlar Plural 'Gloss |
[akld] [akla] 'monke):(s)
[én1] [ena] " 'fowl(s)'
i 151 I AR |11 RER goat(s)’
i pey] 1 iR T Tseed(S)
-~ [aku] | " [aku] ‘'mountain(s)’
' [4%n4a] ' [a?4na] 'match stick (s)
Sl Rt S [akel-- * 'room(s)"
 [etsuka]  [etsuka]  ‘market(s)
[junt] RS A ] " 'frog (s)

 Asshownin the above examples tones are also significant In
the lexicon of Eggon. For instance, the tone of the first syllable of
thé singular form usually changes to the mid tone to indicate
plurality itrespective of the type of tone that the form previously
carried. nea Bshade ka : ik
' Inaddition to the suprafix discussed above, Hausa and
Eggon also attest prefixes and’ suffixes. As mentioned earlier,
infixes are very rare in both languages. The following prefixes are
found in Hausa: ma-'doer of', /mai-/ 'owner of', /ba-/ 'a native of,
/maras-/ 'not', /yar-/ and /dan-/ meaning 'a man of or 'a son of.
Hausa also has the following suffixes: /-n/ and /-r/ which function as
gender _maker, determiners or markers of definiteness as well as
possessive marker. a3, Ao, :
'the' bu t'If:::iilgy’ ESQOI} has thé. 'f?rgﬁices /1-/ x}rhich'lit?rally means 4
Thus, i prOVidesrt% genenc-rneampg; and /mala-/ meaning 'd_oer.oil".
added in the word foe agentive notion to the verb stem to which it is

Imation process. Inthe examples in (4) through
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39 - ' " Samiat O. Abubakre

(8) in the next section we discuss the affixation processes in both
languages for the purpose of comparison. o

i 4.A Comparative Analysis of Affixation in Hausa and Eggon
Affixation is the morphological process by which
morphemes are put together to form new word(s). According to-O'
Grady, Debrovolsky and Katamba, (1996: 138-139), affixation is
the addition of an affix to a free morpheme that acts as root or stem.
In this section, we will discuss the types of"affixation in the
languages under study. o ;
Affixation is a productive morphological process that entiches
the lexicon of languages. It is found in Hausa and Eggon
performing different lexical and grammatical functions. ' Affixes in
both languages are used to derive new words as well as to inflect
existing words for grammatical functions. - The -affixes are. thus.
derivational and inflectional. Thus, the additions of the prefixes to :
the root morphemes result in changing the class of the root
morphemes as well as providing additional information. :
The differences occur where Eggon'marks gender ‘with
prefix /l-/ for masculine and feminine whereas, Hausa uses the
allomorph /ni-/ (for masculine)-and /r-/ for feminine. Also; affixes in
Hausa have wider coverage of deriving new words and inflecting
the existing“ones for gender, number -and tense. The Eggon
language has fewer examples of the derivational use of affixes. The
bulk of the affixes in Eggon perform inflectional function through
suprafixation. The examples below show the various functions of
prefixes and suffixes in Hausa and Eggon.- “ '

- Noun Formation by Prefixation in Hausa .

Prefixation is the process by which an affix is aﬁached ‘
before the root. The prefix /ma-/, is attached to verbs.to derive
noun of Agent, instrument and place nouns as shown in the ..
examples in (4). . - sapre R

)
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Prefix Root morpheme Derived word Gloss
(i) /ma-/ + /dinki/ [madinki] — ‘tailor'
'doer of 'sewing'
(i) /ma-/ + - /sOji/ [masoji] —>  'lover'
‘doer of’ 'loving'
(iii) /ma-/ + /duba/ [madubi] —> = 'mirrorr'
'instrument of' 'look’

(iv) /ma-/ + /kulle/ [makullif —> ‘key'
'instrumenf of 'open’ -
(v) /ma-/ + /karanta/ [makaranta] —> 'school

'place of' 'read’
(vi)/ma-/ + /sallate/  [masallat?i] —> ‘mosque’

'placeof  'praying'

The prefix /ba-/ which denote 'tribe / native of or place of origin is
used to derive new words as follows:

(5) Prefix Root morpheme  Derived word Gloss

(i) /ba-/ /hausa/ —> [bahause] '"Hausa man'
'tribe/native of' 'Hausa'

(ii) /ba-/ + /jarba/ —> [bajarbe] "Yoruba tribe'
'tribe/native of’ '"Yoruba'

(iii) /ba-/ + /nupe/—»[banupe] 'Nupe man’
'tribe/native of’ 'Nupe'

(iv)/ba-/ +  /ture/ —> [bature] "White man'

'tribe/nativeof - 'foreign land'
The prefix /mai-/ has the notion of adjective or possession in.

these examples
(6) Prefix  Root morpheme  Derived word  Gloss

(i) /mai-/+ /kudi/  [maikudi] 'rich person
'owner of’ 'money’ —>
(i) /mai-/ ~ + /gida/ [maigida] landlord'
'owner of’ 'house’ — o
(iii) /mai/ + /noma/ [mainoma] ‘farmer’
| 'owner of' 'farming’
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© (iv) /mai-/~ + = /nama/ - [mainama] 'meat seller'
'ownerof  'meat’ ‘ = E
‘The prefix /maras-/ 'not' has the notion of negation and can only

attach to adjective to derive another adjective as shown in the
following examples: it .

Prefix " Rootmorpheme” - Derivedword  Gloss
(i) /maras-/ +  /lafia/—> [maralafia] 'the sick one'
- 'not’ ~'well/healthy' -1 |
~ (ii) /maras-/ + /dadi/ —» [maradadi] - ‘bitter
'not' 'sweet’

- (iii) /maras-/ + /tauw/ —[maratau] -+ 'bad(one)' ‘'
uodnlan'goth o iigoodt L : it
= (iv) /maras-/ + ¢ - [lafia/* —»  [maralafia] - . 'thesick one'
“iie . 'not! . 'well/healthy’ - ol e

“The prefix /dan- 'son‘of/ or:/yar-/ 'daughter of' provide adjectival
“notiontonounin Hausa as follows - Kot 3 skl
(8) - < Prefix - Rootmorpheme  Derivedword - 'Gloss
i (i) /dan- -+ /kano/ — ‘[dankano] = 'Kanoboy/man’
'son of’ 'Kano' - Seoeoig e 2a
(i) jar</ - <+ /kano/ —» [jarkano] - < 'Kano girl/woman'
'daughterof ~ 'Kano’ i % '

Prefixation in Eggon s plgenhnidrvonsFi i)

" There are only two prefixes, /I-/ and /mala-/ in Eggon. The
prefix /1-/ performs grammatical function in the language because
it only provides additional generic information to the class of the
root to which it is added. On the other hand, the prefix /mala-/’
perform a lexical function because it is used to derive a new word
whose class is different from the class of the root morpheme. In
this case the prefix / mala-/ changes the verb to noun. Consider
the examples in (9) and (10) below i '
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(9) prefix Roofmorpheme - Derivedword Gloss
(i) /1-/ - /anumu/—>[lantmu] -~ 'maje
- 'thet-~ . -~ 'man’ g _
(11) =lup b /ase/ —» [lass -~ 'female'
'the' 'woman’ -
(10) _
(iii) /mala-/ +. /trd/—>[malatrd] =~ 'shooter
. -'doerof ~ 'shoot' . g
(iv) /mala-/ + [éze/—>[mala eze] 'dreamer’
'doerof ' !dream’. TS
Suffixation in Hausa ' ; ' |
Suffixation is the process by wlnch bound morphemes are attached
ords. Whena

after or at the end of the root or stem to form new w
suffix attaches to the root in Hausa the result could be a change in thf[:
grammatical class of the root or just to pr ovide additiona
' information. In other words, new words may or may not be formed.
In Hausa the suffix /-n/ and /-1/ are first, gender marker, maker of
definiteness as well as possessive marker. In the examPIeS below;
the suffixes /-n/ and /-r/ function as gender markers, determiner 'the’
aswell as possesswe markers.
~The /-n/ is--usually added to; masculme .:noun

while /-r/ marks
femmme asshown in the examples in(11) below: . '

(11) Gender Marking in Hausa

Rootmorpheme :::Suﬁix .. .« Derivedword . Gloss
(1) /baba/ . S0/ sl [baban]- w1010 father’
masculme mflrker
(u) /uwa/ ooty [T Py iy [uwar] ., 'mother’
; 'femmme marker ool '.
(“1) /_]aro/ LR T [yaron] %1, -'theboy'
masculme marker ! it ‘ 1

(W) /Jarana/ + [t/ —». [jarinjar]. . - 'thc:girl;,

'fcmmmc marker
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' -(12) The/-n/and/-1t/ functlomng as determmers in Hausa .

Root morpheme Suffix. . Derzvedword G!oss
(i) /gona k- ) —> [gonar] 'the farm’
.. 'Farm' i |
(i) / gida + —n/ — [gldan] 'the house ' ..
PHOUSE o oot T g0y BAL00 O p e on
(m) / mata "-t- ;..-_rA i [matar] - .'the woman®
Woman AN FxYamibmety o a:iréx‘f r ' -] YT
(iv) / miji -n/ i [mljm] 'the husband'
' 'Husband? = =0 oLy
v) /yaro SRl 0| A []aron] S theboy
iy 7 BOYE ; g bt :
(vi) /yarinja . - ;-F._,.i -_'1'/ PRty []aun_]ar] the glrl'
Fds 'Glrl’ !

(13) The suffix /-n/ and /-r/ also functlon as gemtlve or possesswe
markers in Hausa as shown in the followmg examples :
, (1) gida +-n. .~ Audu,—»~ gldanAudu 'Audushouse
house of ;Audu. . . 1 ,
(11) mata +-r Yahaya—> matarYahaya 'Yahayaswxfe
iy i bowife - 1of 5 +Yahaya ;
(111) kasuwa+-r dere —. kasuwar dere ‘night market’ |
market of mght g s
- (iv) baba +,-n:gida-.. .y, babanglda 'landlord'
- father : of house £y £ 5 sy

5 Concluszon
We. have been, able to show in thls paper that bound
‘ morphemes (affixes) are used in Hausa and’ Eggon to derive : new
words and to inflect the meanings of the existing ones. This shows
that in both ways, derivational and inflectional affixes enrich the
Jlexicon of the languages. This study shows that affixation is a
productive morphological process that enriches the lexicon of both _
languages. Hence it helps to develop the languages.
‘We hope subsequent researches into the two languages wﬂl
bnng out more interesting facts about the languages which wxll 5
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further enhance language development. We therefore recommend
the studies and use of other indigenous Nigerian languages.
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