The Contributions of Christian Association of Nigeria for Restructuring and Resource Control
Abstract
[bookmark: _GoBack]Christian Association of Nigeria, the umbrella body of Christian Church in Nigeria was formed on August 27, 1976, to serve as the mouthpiece of the church in Nigeria. However, many people only had the perception that the Association was formed to cater for the interests of Christian alone. The aim of this paper was to critically examine the contributions of CAN to the actualization of restructuring and resource control. Methods adopted in this paper included historical and phenomenological. The findings of this paper showed that restructuring and resource control have been causing problems and disunity among various tribes and religions in Nigeria; and that CAN, had also been lending its voice to the agitation by various interest and pressure groups.
The paper concluded by suggesting ways by which the agitations can be achieved without shedding of blood and division.
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Introduction
	Christian Association of Nigeria was formed to serve as the umbrella body housing all Christian Churches in Nigeria. Prior to its formation, a body known as Northern Christian Association was formed in 1964 to serve as check to the activities of the Sardauna of Sokoto, Sir Ahmadu Bello, who was believed to nurse ambition and plotted to Islamize the whole of northern Nigeria and by extension Nigeria through his activities.1
	The coup that took on January 15, 1966 led to the assassination of Ahmadu Bello. This was followed by other counter coups. Event after these coups showed some suspected actions of the government, like the takeover of schools, alleged marginalization of Christian in Nigeria and anti-church policies. There led to the coming together of Christian to form a uniform body that would serve as voice of all Christian in Nigeria. Hence the advent of Christian Association of Nigeria in 1976.
	Agitations for restructuring and resource control dated to the post independence era, when it was perceived that some zones in the federation unit have been marginalized in the political and economic activities of the nation. A tribe was alleged to have attempted to corner the political machinery of the Nation; which made some tribes to have been left out of the administration of Nigeria leading to lopsidedness in the appointment into positions of authority in the public service. It was believed that certain ethnic groups and religious groups have benefitted immensely while others were left out of the mainstream of the benefits that should be the commonwealth of the nation.
	This had led to improper and imbalanced channel of the revenue that accrued to the national treasury from process of the resources in some areas. It was clear that revenue received from the sales of most products harvested from certain areas were used to develop other areas; whereas areas producing these golden eggs are abandoned. Considering the havocs that the oil storage and neglect have done to the soil and waters of these areas with little or nothing to commensurate for the resources been annexed from them; agitations for such zones to control whatever accrued from their resources for better utilization had commenced various ethnic and pressure groups had been at the frontline of these agitations namely Movement for the Survival  of Ogoni People (MOSOP); Movement for the Emancipation of Niger Delta (MEND); Movement for the Actualization and Survival of the State of Biafra (MASSOB) to mention but few.
	These agitations were perceived to be of ethnic than religious. To this end, no one believed that religious bodies like Christian Association of Nigeria played any role in this agitation. However, this paper examined the contributions of Christian Association of Nigeria to the clamour for restructuring and resource control. In order to determine its contributions to those agitations. What are the measures adopted by it in actualizing its goals? How successful were its activities in the actualization of these agitations? 
The History of the Christian Association of Nigeria
Events and situations in Nigeria between 1975 and 1976, caused much worries for Christians.  These made them to intensify their efforts by holding various meetings.  It was during meetings like these that efforts were made to suggest name to be given to the Association.  Rev. Jatau in his interview with Enwerem explained that 
Those who went from the north to represent the Northern States had an association which was formerly named the Christian Association of the North.  Now (the Northern delegates said) if it is going to embrace the whole country, why not make it ‘Nigeria”.  So we all agreed to suggest the name.  Of course the northern delegates.  It was accepted and that gave birth to the Christian Association of Nigeria, or CAN.2

However, Enwerem gave the account of C.O. Williams, one of the key players in the formation of CAN, which he called a more detailed account of the birth of CAN.   The account of C.O. Williams, who was the national Secretary-General of CAN, stated that Christian Council of Nigeria received a telegram which came towards the end of its general assembly held in Jos in August 1976.4 The telegram which came from the then Brigadier Shehu Yar’Adua, the Chief of Staff of the Supreme Military Headquarters, inviting church leaders to a meeting at Dodan Barracks – the seat of the military government.
The  meeting, which William said lasted for almost forty minutes, turned out to be a gathering of Christian leaders of a large number of denominations.5  Present at the meeting were thirty-three church leaders from thirteen denominations, namely: Roman Catholics, Anglicans Baptists, Methodists, The African Church, Presbyterians, The Salvation Army, The Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria (LCCN), The Apostolic Church, United African Methodists (UAMC), The Evangelical Church of West Africa (ECWA), The Church of Christ in Nigeria (COCIN) and The TEKAN Churches.6 
He continued that, at that meeting with the church leaders, Brigadier Yar’Adua read out an address which dealt with vital issues.  The detail of the vital issues was not mentioned by Williams, but he stressed that the Federal Government wanted to consult the church leaders on the “National Pledge” which was being recited in the schools and wanted to know their opinion.  As the Church leaders were not prepared to give an impromptu response to the address and for them to speak with one voice, they delayed their response and assured the Chief-of-Staff that a prepared rejoinder would be brought to the government at a later date.
As a result of this, the Church leaders, according to Williams had a brain wave and thought that, if the government could call the Church leaders together, why is it that they could not call one another together; why should they wait for the Government to call the various denominations?  So they decided there to retire to a convenient spot where all the church leaders would meet.  And the most convenient spot at that time was the Catholic Secretariat.  So they all went there, and that was how they decided to form CAN.7
Enwerem, however, added a significant but minor incident that happened in the meeting of the church leaders with Brigadier Yar’Adua which Williams did not include in his narration.  This incident according Enwerem was reported by Habila Aleyideno thus:
One of our members asked that the participants at least round up the meeting with a prayer, despite the fact that the meeting had not opened with a prayer.  Brigadier (Shehu) Yar’Adua, the host, and the Chief-of-Staff, said that, since there were various denominations, he did not know who could be called upon to lead prayers.  We were so worried that the government should make this observation about our not being united, so we decided that we must do something.8

If there was a challenge that hits the church leaders as a thunder bolt, the incident narrated above actually passed more messages to the hearers than the purpose of their gathering at the Dodan Barracks.  This challenge spurred the church leaders to action and thus broke the remaining walls of pride and self-centeredness in their midst.  The Holy Spirit used this to stir the zeal of oneness and unity in their hearts; though they have been clamouring for this opportunity as Williams puts it that:
The Holy Spirit had another plan ... The church leaders were destined to be founders of a very important Association, which by the grace of God will ultimately bring together into one fold all those who claim the fatherhood of God through Jesus Christ.... And so, what for many years appeared– the coming together of the Roman Catholics and an impossibility different shades of Protestants – became under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, a simple, spontaneous and effortless achievement.9

William’s submission here differs from the view of Okogie who puts the success of the birth of CAN at the door mouth of the Vatican or Roman Catholic Church.  Aspiring the success to the Holy Spirit is acceptable to the Church leader, as they perceived it to be the tasks of Holy Spirit in making the birth of CAN a simple, spontaneous, and effortless achievement.  To them, the efforts of the Vatican can only be effective on Roman Catholics and not the Protestant. 
Technically speaking, the incident narrated by Williams gave birth to CAN on 27th August, 1976, at the meeting held in the Catholic Secretariat by the Christian leaders which followed the meeting with the government.  It was in this meeting that a rejoinder that befitted Christians in Nigeria was given to the government on the issues of the ‘National Pledge’.  In which they assured the government that they would raise no objection to the national pledge, as long as school assembly is organized in such a way that God (prayer) will come before the salute to the flag and recitation of the pledge.
In the subsequent meeting held between 7-8 September, 1976 the issue of the name of the Association was resolved, and this tallies with Reverend Jatau’s version of the formation and naming of the Association.  According to Enwerem, a sub-committee was set up which consisted of: F.O. Segun (Chairman), Emmanuel O. Alayande, J.A. Adegbite, C.M. Smith, A.E. Obine, Andrew Sawa, E.A.A. Adegbola and C.O. Williams to suggest name to be given to the Association.  The Committee after much deliberation came out with Christian Association of Nigeria, instead of Christian Association of the North which it bears before to make it all embracing for other parts of the country.  After this a constitution that will be provisional was then drafted for it.10
The version of Williams on the history of CAN was supported by CAN in its official website.  This gives credit to Williams’ narration that it was established on 27th August 1976 and the at the circumstances that surrounded its establishment were accurately described and explained by Williams.11 In a meeting which took place later, His Eminence Cardinal Dominic Ekandem (Catholic), became the first President of CAN, while the other positions were filled thus:  Reverend Habila Aleyidemo (National Vice President), Mosignor J.N. Ogbonna (National Treasurer), Reverend Dr. J.A. Adegbite (National General Secretary).  The Association’s National Trustees were: Anthony O. Okogie, Mosignor J.N. Ogbonna, I.G. Sakpo, C.O. Williams and Chief C.M. Smith.  These were the pioneer executive members of CAN.12 
The first state branch to be formed was the Lagos State branch and it was inaugurated on Sunday, April 23, 1978 at 5.p.m at the Roman Catholic Holy Cross Cathedral.  According to Enwerem, by the end of 1978, branches in ten of the then existing nineteen states of the Federation had followed Lagos State’s  lead in carrying out CAN’s directive.13  And since then it has been spreading across the country with zonal, local government and individual churches.
Aims and Objectives of Christian Association of Nigeria
 Christian Association of Nigeria, was established with the following objectives.14 The objectives of the association were enumerated thus:
(a)	to serve as a basis of response to the unity of the Church, especially as contained in our Lord’s pastoral prayer:  “That they all may be one”.  (John 17:21);
(b)	to promote understanding, peace and unity among the various people and strata of society in Nigeria, through the propagation of the Gospel;
(c)	to act as a liaison committee, by means of which its member churches can consult together and when necessary, make common statement and take common actions; and
(d)	to act as watch-man of the spiritual and moral welfare of the union.
History of Agitation for Restructuring and Resource Control in Nigeria
	Resources control can be simply defined as channels and manner by which all revenues incurred by the government are shared among the tiers of government. This includes the ability of these tiers of government to oversee how resources harnessed from their zones are being used. Steemit opined that, the greater the proportion of total revenue allocated to both state and local government, the greater the degree of autonomy of these government in carrying out various economic tasks.15
	Crude oil exploration was first discovered in 1956, in a local town known as Oloibiri. During this period, Nigeria was yet to gain her independence, as she was still under the British rule. The colonial masters were controlling resources in Niger Delta; since they had interest in harnessing the resources derived from the zone than in the administration of the zone, decided to use all available means to control the resources derived. Therefore, the entire control of the minerals and other resources on land, in water or any other areas was vested to the British government.16 This gave the government absolute power over little gains from agricultural produce such as, rubber and palm fruits. Little attention was paid to the areas from where these resources were gotten.
	Nigeria became the controller of the resources as a result of the laws made by the British colonial master. Revenue realized from harnessing of resources from the Niger Delta was used to improve and develop the infrastructure of other areas, while the zone producing these resources had been neglected. They were seen as the minorities and were left with obscurity, no resource allocation was given to them. This led to protests and agitation, which made the colonial administration to set up various committees to look into the various protests and agitations.
	To this end, Willink Commission of 1958 was set up, to ascertain the facts about the fears of the minorities and proffer solutions to these problems.17 This was done in order to maintain the federation status of Nigeria. The Commission, however, recommended the development of special areas that should be placed in the concurrent legislative list. As a result of some lapses on the part of the Commission, such as ignorance of the boundaries and identities of various ethnic groups in the riverine areas, its recommendations did not give absolute solutions to the problems of the minorities.
	This opened doors for political restructurings like creation of states and regions, with the belief that, by so doing, development would be closer to the minorities. In 1967, General Yakubu Gowon regime created twelve states, which was followed by the creation of additional seven states by Murtala Muhammed regime in 1976.18 Despite the creation of states, there was still an imbalance situation, as the state creation failed to solve the problems of the minorities, as they still lacked social amenities in their regions. This led to serious agitations from Niger Delta people that the zone be allowed to control the lion share of what was realized in their zone, which had been laying the golden egg (oil) since 1956. Due to the political manipulations in Nigeria, successive administrations did not implement or agreed with the agitators. This culminated to hostility towards the agitators of resource control. These agitators formed various activists or pressure groups such as Movement for the Emancipation of Niger Delta (MEND), Movement for the Survival of Ogoni People (MOSOP) and other groups to clamour for resource control. Activists like Adaka Boro, Ken Saro-Wiwa, Ledum Mittee and others. Some of these activists paid the supreme price for their stands on resource control by the Niger Delta people. Ken Saro-Wiwa was killed by Abacha government in 1995.
	In spite of these killings, agitations for resource control still persisted as it became one of the conditions issued by the people of Niger Delta before supporting or voting for any political party. During Obasanjo’s presidential campaign in 2003, the issue was raised in all South-South athe development of the oil producing states that included the Niger Delta. But in spite of this, the problem of neglect and dearth of amenities still persist in the region. Creation of states had not yielded the expectations of agitators for resource control, as the process did not favour them. More states were created in the other parts of Nigeria, increasing their accessibility to infrastructural development, while Niger Delta remained neglected with inadequate infrastructure. 
	As a result of the neglect encountered by the producers of these mineral resources, call for the restructuring of Nigeria became inevitable, as this had to do with the politics of how these wealth are allocated and distributed. These agitations had led to various upheavals and uprising, to which many people had paid the supreme price. These people were referred to the martyrs of the agitation. Kennule Saro Wiwa and killed in 1995 by General Sani Abacha regime as a result of their unwavering struggle and agitation for resource control. Agitation for restructuring led to the surface of various ethnic groups like Movement for the emancipation of the Niger Delta, Independent People of Biafra (IPOB), Oodua Peoples’ Congress (OPC), Afenifere, Ohaneze Ndigbo and other ethnic groups restructuring is believed to be the arbiter of balanced Nigeria where all the benefits and commonwealth of Nigeria would be evenly distributed.

Causes of Agitation for Restructuring by CAN 
	Events in the last three decades showed that Christians in Nigeria were being threatened, as various activities of the government do not encourage and not friendly to the Christian. Most of the activities of governance tends to favour Islamic religion than Christianity. This portends threat to the secularity status of Nigeria as it was stated in the constitution that she will not embrace any religion as state religion. But the introduction of Shariah into the legal system of the nation, coupled with some discreet acts of the ruling class in giving preferential treatment to Islam. The Christians under the umbrella of CAN also joined the agitation for restructuring. The agitation increased as a result of the activities of Boko Haram terrorists group and killer herdsmen. These groups have killed thousands of Nigerians; with Christians having the highest causalities as victims of the dreadful activities of these groups; coupled with silence from the President of Nigeria Muhammadu Buhari who is a Muslim and Fulani man, made the clamour for restructuring to increase, with the belief that if restructuring takes place, it would be easy for each state and geo-political zone to control the resources found in their territories.
	Prior to the advent of Muhammadu Buhari’s administration in 2015, various had introduced channels to discuss the problems facing Nigeria. It would be recalled that General Sani Abacha, Nigeria military ruler introduced, 1995 constitutional confab to examine the problem facing Nigeria. The outcome of the conference was believed to have been part of what formed the 1999 constitution which was believed to have been faulty as it still contained the flaws found in the past constitution Olusegun Obasanjo administration also bowed to clamour for constitutional conference 2005, while Goodluck Jonathan administration also convoke another in 2014.
	Despite these, the problems and challenges still persist, as some zones championed the call for restructuring that would lead to resource control. Christian Association of Nigeria was also represented in these conferences, as it believed that the voice of the church (Christians) ought to be heard. Events since then had not shown any improvement, rather the problems escalate. Thus Christian leaders posited that if restructuring takes place, it will solve the political economic and social imbalances taking place in Nigeria.
	Oritsejafor, opined that while some ethnic group in Nigeria suffered and were deprived of the benefits derived from the resources extracted from their areas leading to various environmental pollution with little or no attention from the central government, other with little or no resources gained abundantly from the sweat and labour of these areas. “The duck that lay the golden eggs suffered while, the idle ones enjoy.”19The view expressed my Oritsejafor was his response when he was asked to explain why people from the Niger Delta zone and other oil producing states clamored for resource control. He was quick to ask for caution and dialogue from the agitators of resources control. 20Although, when he represented CAN at the various conference, always preached peace and understanding, since he represented CAN and not the Niger Delta zone where came from. He was a frontline agitator for the restructuring of Nigeria of Nigeria to solve the problems of imbalance created by the lopsidedness in the socio-political affairs of Nigeria.
	While commenting on this event Avwomakpa expressed total shock and disappointment at the attitude of the Muhammadu Buhari led government.31He said restructuring would have put an end to the senseless killings of Nigerians. He expressed this as a leader of CAN in the south- south zone of Nigeria. According to him.
It was not in Benue or Plateau states that the killer herdsmen massacred their people; but it also took place in Warri sometimes in 2017, when they killed some of our people here. They even amputated the hands of some, seeing these terrible things, makes one sad. And that is why people agitating for restructuring have intensified efforts on their demand.21  
	Avwomakpa expressed the mind of various Christian leaders, who had at a time or others tasted bitter pills administered by the leaders of the state (Nigeria) or their agents. Restructuring is believed to be a tool that would empower each state to control proceeds of its mineral resources, this creating zonal independence and limiting the power at the centre.
	Christian leaders as represented by CAN believe that with restructuring, every citizen will have absolute right to practice his/her religion without intimidation from any quarters, as prescribed by the constitution of the federal republic of Nigeria that gives every citizen freedom right to be members of any religion association. While commenting on this, Ayokunle the current President of CAN condemned situation whereby some states decide to introduce Sharia legal system and tried to force such laws on non Muslim.22 He stressed further that a Nigerian must be free to live in any part of the nation without fear of intimidation.23 On this, it is good to accept his view but these were not the cases in some states in the core north; as Christian were maltreated; even in states that have large number of Christians, they were marginalized in the sharing of political offices. For instance, in Kwara State, Christian Association Of Nigeria in 2013 also complained of marginalization of Christians in political appointment as it protested against lopsidedness in the appointment of officials into the state executive council and other boards.24 This had led to various actions by various branches of CAN, for instance Echioda also gave credence to this when he protested on marginalization to the then Governor of Niger State.25
	Ayokunle stressed further that restructuring becomes necessary for Nigeria to be at peace and move forward. Failure to do then, he said can lead to anarchy.26 Ayokunle, a southerner from Oyo State clamouring for restructuring cannot be seen as just a voice but voice speaking for many voices as President of CAN, he only added his voice to the voices of his predecessors as he believes that it all sections of Nigeria are at peace among themselves, there would be substantial progress in the nation.
	Apostle Zilly from Rivers State also added this voice to the agitation for restructuring and resource control, as a result of the experiences of people from Niger Delta who encountered various acts of neglect from the central government over the inability of the government to make people from the area benefit from the proceed of the resources harnessed from their zones.27 Zilly protested at a forum that, 
We have been comforting our people to be courageous and hopeful, with the belief that their voices would be heard and given serious consideration backed up with action. But it seems our voices were not loud; you can see various degradation, oil spillage and pollution taking place here. We church leaders, CAN leader from this zone and at the National level have taken these issues to the president and National Assembly.28
He was the Chairman of Rivers State branch of Christian Association of Nigeria; he urged his fellow Niger Deltan to come together and speak with a voice with the hope that their voices would be heard one day. The agitation that had spanned decades was not limited to the Niger Delta but from the pre-colonial era could not be said to have succeed as it still continues till now. The concern raised here is that, why must CAN also join the agitation? This, according to Adewole, was to rise up in defence of many Christians who were victim of the result of these marginalization by trying to interact with the government through dialogue, and, at times through legal battles by going to the court.29 According to him,
You can see that Christians are at the receiving ends of these problems. But if we are able to achieve the aim of this restructuring, everything from political, social and economic activities in this country would be balanced. When each zone controls its resources, there would not be cheating, we shall all have a sense of belonging. Our children would be able to boast that we all own Nigeria together, when they enjoy the proceeds of the resources harnessed from their places of birth, through developmental programmes and projects. With the joy that we shall be treated equally and fairly without you changing your name and religion.30   
As part of its contribution to the agitations, can had also organized symposium and seminars to lend its voice to the agitations for restructuring and resource control. For instance in July 2018, CAN organized a workshop in Ilorin where its leadership called on the Federal government to have a rethink and reconsider its stand on restructuring and resource control before the election of 2019. Ayokunle in the conference said restructuring is necessary for these killings to stop. Onaiyekan at a conference organized by University of Ilorin Interreligious Council in 2018, also wondered why restructuring and resource control is becoming difficult to actualize in the face of all the vices being perpetuated by political groups. He suggested caution while agitating for their rights which also includes resource control.31 
	CAN leaders have been at the forefront of the agitation; but the question to be raised in that why is CAN throwing its weight behind the clamour for restructuring and resource control? To these, Adewole’s view could be used as a sort of response.32 But what has CAN got to gain from the success and implementation of the agitation, Opoola said that,
	If Nigeria is able to get it right on restructuring, she would also get it right in all 	other 	facts of activities as this would have positive impacts on the economy and the 	political group will also not make governance a do or die affairs.33
His view can only be submitted that it will reduce the unnecessary selfish ambition of politicians who could be desperate to attain power at all cost; as there would be limited power at the centre, since the federating unit seems to arrogate absolute power to itself. With restructuring, more powers would be given to all regions, this will also weaken the power at the centre, thus, allowing each zone to oversee its affairs including the proceeds of resources amassed from its territories.
	Byal though a northern from the Northeastern part of Nigeria also agreed that restructuring could put an end to the activities of the insurgent groups, especially Boko Haram, which insisted that it wanted to Islamize Nigeria; and this had been killing people since 2013.34 He opined that, it restructuring takes place every religious beliefs of every Nigerian would be respected. Bakare also shared the same opinion with Byal, this became glaring as the Mallam El-Rufai, Kaduna State Governor favoured Islam religion and introduces some anti Christian laws in the State.35 With restructuring, it is believed that every religion would be treated fairly and equally without special treatment for a religion above others.
	Asake, a former secretary of CAN at the National level, also painted a picture of neglect from the political power at the central during various attacks on the church and Christian places of worship.36 He protested the nonchalant attitude of the President Muhammadu Buhari government when CAN protested against Muslims forcing Christian girls who were underage into marrying Muslims who were old enough to be fathers. Asake pointed out that the lopsidedness in the process of governance in Nigeria could be overcome if we truly restructure this country politically.37
Pam Yakubu also believed that for Nigeria to experience tremendous growth, every ethnic, religious and social groups must come together for serious dialogue and understanding to take place.38 But why is the government afraid of restructuring after setting up a committee headed by Mallam El-Rufai, Governor of Kaduna State, before the election.
	Conclusion
This paper has been able to examine the roles of Christian Association of Nigeria to the agitation for restructuring and resource control. Contrary to the view of people, CAN as an umbrella of Christian Churches and groups in Nigeria, through senstisation, dialogues, various programmes like symposium, conferences and seminars have been contributing tremendously to the agitation for restructuring and resource control in Nigeria. This paper has been able to enumerate various efforts of CAN on restructuring which is believed to be an important direction to the solution of Nigerian polity. 
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