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Introduction
In the present day Africa, with Nigeria as a case study, 4

observes politics of greed, corruption and violence. The Machiavel
rulership takes the place of people-centered politics and the desire
the common good. In this regard, political leaders at all levels are:
unable to procure for the general masses what Aristotle calls “a §
life” which is the basic end of any political society. The feeling o
disgust that the current political trend in Nigeria engenders, throv
the question of the relationship between morality and po
Applying historical and analytical methods, the paper mak
assessment of the inter-connectedness between morality and po
using Nigeria as a case study. The paper argues that the disconn
between morality and politics always goes with many socio-p@
vices. The paper concludes with recommendations aimed
engineering the country socially and politically.
The very high hopes and expectations that follow
political autonomy of Nigeria in 1960 have now become
expectations. The foundation of the dashed expectations and k
the dearth of visionary, selfless, morally upright and altruistic
leaders. While, political leadership as a virtue is yet to be cultiy
Nigeria politicians and statesmen, public officials flaunt weg
could never ordinarily afford neither at home nor elsewhere. “C
years, we have witnessed the misallocation of public re
stealing of the common wealth of the people in the name of

ciety as a reference point. Applyi istori :
lethods, the first section of the B cal- analytical

id trace the p}'oble{n of the relationship between morality and politics

\
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service. We have watched helplessly how those who hold positions of

abused such positions and wr
: ecked the people’
Isiramen underscored the woes and dashedp hgp2§

engendered by the divorce of morality from the political landscape of

The Nigerian nation is presently weighed down b
huge external debts, unemployment mas)s/
r?t_renchment, armed robbery, assassir;ations
fixs1nve§trnents, collapse of infrastructures, food crisis‘
Insecurity,... pervasive poverty, strikes as well as
alienating and repressive €conomic policies. * |

unprecedented collapse of the social

political and economic institutions in Nigeri

ns in N inki i
tannot but believe that i e
flature directed towards

lumber. Rather, the undeniab 3 ; e )
that are radically selfish. te and glaring fact is political activities

pqliticians, particularly in Africa, are not by
virtue and the common good of the greatest
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is ethically neutral? Is there natural foundation of justice? Is justice @
morality consequent upon civil society? Efforts to find answers

these fundamental questions would lead to the conclusion of the pap:
since politics in Africa is the very place where the end indeed justi
the means. The politician can make use of thugs, murder or any O i
means, provided they are used with precision to achieve the desir

ends.

\
f

Morality and Politics: AClarification

Due to globalization, most countries and people, Nige i
inclusive, live in multicultural realities which have quciﬁc moral a
political challenges. For example, the issue of legalization of abort
child-rights and care for the aged are moral and political issu
Countries face these challenges differently. So, speaking of mora
and politics today is no easy task. Be that as it may, the task here
situate morality and politics generally, witha look at their origins, #
deepest meanings and main bases.

Morality as a science has a long history. It goes back to
ancient peoples, cultures and religions that produced moral code!
which societies ordered their behaviours and thoughts to enrich hu
live. Etymologically, the word: “morality” comes directly from
Latin root “mores” meaning custom, manner or action.’ The Gi
preferred the term “ethics” to morality from where ethos is def
Ethos designates “the force that maintains and nourishes the |
identity of a people™. Morality and ethics, properly understo 0
.t‘undamentally complementary. Both concepts refer to it
activities and action.

Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) argued that human beings pi
moral nature, which imposes upon them a sense of responsibili
are obliged by their own nature to seek highest good and the I
virtue. For him, morality is a collection of absolutely binding la
which our actions ought to be govemed". The categorical rule g
human actions as individuals and as social beings’. The cone
morality, therefore, is at the service of human beings as Ir
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rati
AR e e i
: J: ard, human bei 2o Zhd :
in a state without moral principles T e
T : iy
social anil:ga;;cciests}:ty DEMICIaIty arshs besatsstuirtan: boings are
5 damentally' elxlril ebmtsctell]ves, they are neither fundamentally good nor
PO BIRET ; but they must be guided to goodness
. = ss. Kant m
Sgll; 2(:;1{?::11 Or::a;§0n hsupenor to “pure reason” because to be moral foilt(sz
Ndugbu st:t:y the Ips to achieve a better society. To buttress this fact
performing a rilora?t;ctilc)):rhalt); ti?e most disinterested reason. for
. is the honest conviction that it is the ri
3‘:&8}:3 rﬂg :l;dtpo_tt .Othf(:; rc;:ason”’. In other words, morality hzl;l: trcig(;](:
ctivities (political activities incl i
upon a ; usive) that are looked
-ansideiegzgi il(_)tll'J ot:lid'p ;l;}l;zr Zo::lc_ept lluﬁhlights conducts that are
' nd just. It directs the : :
one behaves in relationship wi i mannes, in which
p with others in any civi iti :
But are the prece i y civil or political society:
_ pts of morality dependent upo : '
n place
persons 1911; are they absolute and valid for all plff:tes?p s, periods and
thought toeaxrleiﬁonses to the above questions vary from one school of
from divine cgmfrl; Tge SANSIstiAILS wintiin bt iuciit
eipmifne A moan1 w]ou]d argue that despite apparent differences in
Jriam s s und, rl: rules are 1mn'§utable, applicable to every state or
The Stoics 1er which men may live and universally binding on all
are located within this view. They principally believe: X

Il(lnowledgg of the functioning of the universe as a
W 919 provu!es us with knowledge and of how each
1nd1v1glual thing must behave. Every one most follow
thf: ratlona_le.will of the universe and live in conformit

with the divine laws of nature, just as everyone mus);

follow and live i . -
s+ live in conformity with the laws of one's

Promi
ominent opponents of the natural laws theory, some contemporary

xistentialists and dialectical materialists, claim that moral percepts
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are subjective, and they argue that they are derived from human's
instinct of self-preservation. Acts, for them, are morally good if they
promote the self-preservation of the individual and evil if the contrary
is the case. Ndugbu sums up the teaching of the opponents of the

natural law theory thus:

There is no Divine Being whose commands ought to be:
obeyed. Man creates his own essence, or rather his
values through his everyday choices and it is by sO
doing that he gives meaning to his lifeand to his world”

| materialists, particularly Engels, submi
that all morality is always the product of class struggle, thi
consequence of the economic and political stage which society ha
reached at that particular time. Engels cites the instance of th
injunction. “Thou shall not steal” and argued that “it is only in a state
private property that this moral law is common”". For him, this c0 1!
not be an eternal moral law ina society in which the motive for stealir

" has been eliminated. y
Politics, taken from its ancient root, is the Greek word “poli

meaning city or state. It is “the art and science of taking part i
civilized society”"'. That is to say that politics is the consideration
life in common with men and women according to the essen

structures of human society. In essence, politics is the science of hun
affairs, people's happiness and good. Buttressing this fact, Ume

agrees.

Furthermore, the dialectica

For the Greeks, politics is a noble and indispens
profession involving every member of the city §
Thus,... politics is the most developed part of 1
morals: mans full participation is ... achieved by li

in intercourse with fellow citizens ... and, prefer
12

involved in the business of government... ‘
In his Politics and E thics, Aristotle set out to X-Tay’
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mode of li i
s m]lﬁ:) lt}ugr::g I‘Eappmess cons_ists and to discover
-5 ment and soqlal institutions that
A guaranteed. With these dual tasks
B rl; cv1dent that the state is a creature 0;‘
mgmes Ume_an_ 1s by nature a political animal”"
o hum;m - Jest averred, the connection betweeri
BB i e s e 2% sk Ay
: orw 1
(r;u;;%es Eltaheg abeastoragod", ol;{l:lsitrilgsnes:ejvoofiiit
s mbitions promises to all people happi
lon and security of lives and propeftl))/ I}iSSa,

perfectly organized m o
point when he said: anner Umejesi alluded to this

Man i i :

. evei;ic;stzgfd by nature to live in a state, but the state

el ofscommunlty or institution is established
ome good. Thus, the ~nd or function of

the state is to e
nsure supreme
moral and intellectual life},)“ good of man, namely

being of all people. The goal itics

e . ' of politics is the same as th ics or
e stg;l Olzlrzliill:e /Te v1ta} well-being of the individual’?t'"'mlﬂ-;:::\l‘):/1 i
that morality and L11_g93tlne, Aquinas ahd McNabb " are of th ey?r,
e differpo }thS are two different categories. The CIVILW
o Se;]t evels. For example, Augustin%atedlihp Eé:_ed
ot 0\?{ as the dlor_n‘am of morality, over the earthle .
g ;) ;:mal activities. In other words, the propo oo
g conl(l;i t filan_'n that morality respo;lds to FE] Iil:?ts' e
to norms of duty each?;uxlig]gﬂflslll‘eiﬁmde s ks accor?irifg
. 18 > ihili |

conducts . While politics on the ot{wrehlz::lscllJ ‘}I;SSI;(:LIL); ?(t; lt]lllse/};er (cjiw?“

. . eed o

@




Patrick U. Nwosu, PhP.
JUSREL

L he classics,
is when he wrot¢ For.t
norms. Ndugbu contemplaf:ntgzrg life and political life. The good

is no distinction betw : itizen within the
there is no dlsu\:}f:ofulﬁls ones ‘function as a citizen
man is one

ey 11 : ; ' ate that is
R light of the above, Aristotle opined thatt{?r? tcs)tvirtue, for
trhly solct:i;{:;l argld is not a state in name mx;;t :;1); ﬁ;;e:ce st
: erc . 2 28
: .community becomes m : at live afar.
Othfrwf‘,:;ﬂt};: the other alliances, tlh:;ed(;tf'l :tlll;e;egllthy state, be it
in local ; losely linke el
=43 orality are clO lis was as ethica Y

Thus, politics and m Barker says, the polis Wi

i temporary. As . ociety, became
anc!e:‘; Ognfiogoliti%al science as science of such society
society;

i ial
. 1" ® Politics, then, would remain the soci
predominantly ethical”. :

i ilty. There is no
issible despite human fra_llty.
wiesntt pem}ssv?ilt?cal slr):ience and ethics. The good of

essential difference between po of the society; ones

g the gOOd 5
deally the same as olitics is

thp human perS;)iré;tSi;n th e)\’rimle of the state. In other words, p
virtue is by implicat

ics. : had proposed
the supreme cthics ot extreme Sophists who had pr¢
ing strongly agains : idea of justice as a
olitiizz}cst;?f%satisffction, Plato came up with theidea o)
ap

: t aside all selfish desires

. in virtue of which pepple se o the stall

QUSHW.:E ﬂﬁ: ;2(1)3:::;1 a brand of pOhtlFSfth?to‘:(())l{l'lgorl?gl(:ians- ol

s, SR 1d for the self-satistacli ! sons {10!

s fr(t)r:tgglaitt ttlli:ﬁs(:atc cannot be a chance congeries of per J
demonstr

hat it
T or e hat, on the contrary, t .
: est individuals but that, o d for tH
be exploited by the s?ron%sou]ls rationally and necessarily umteccll o

would be acommunity 0 Plato's political an ,

< insight to : ,

g ral end. Giving an 1nsig that behind the

pursulli Of?\]rir:;get explains that “a bold effortléo ;t;z:{ity accessible 0

feoine t‘S,l rld of the senses there 15 a WOT 10 real instead of the
mercurlal :: a world composed of the timeless rea

rcason alone,

' i fthe senses’. y
. tis the sole yield of’ : 1 ool
e appalgfaiggavision of the political cormnu{}gzsatr;l atphas ,
i i oli 1
hor;hgrsl’ rationalism and morality. For him, p
anc

beautiful.
e but also good and

' o 3 ality is not only true but 5 those whoca
o e alifd o cngasnpls

this regard,
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for the state most and those who care for it most are those who believe
that its welfare is their welfare and its mishap their own mishap.

Modern Political Thought and Morality
The most profound conflict that characterized the modern
political era was the attempt to eliminate morality from politics. From
that moment the problems of socio-political order and ethics set in.
Hence, the issue of natural law and natural rights became vivid realities
in the modern period so far as philosophers of both politics and religion
were concerned”. The consequent result that followed modern
political and moral crises was the emergence of a new understanding of
nature, politics and morality. The public-spirited program of the
classical political thought was substituted with political realism based
on the natural inclinations of human beings. -
However, there were some scholars who made sincere efforts
to sustain the link between politics and morality. Shaftesbury for
example, did not deny the tendency of the individual towards self. He
notes, 'we know that every creature has a private good and interest of
his own, which nature has compelled him to seek”.” But, according to
him, man being part of a system, must have all his inclinations and
affections... suitable and agreeing with the good of his kind or of that
system in which he is included and of which he constitutes a part”.
Because human beings are social entities, their inclinations cannot be
perfectly balanced unless they are in harmony with the larger society.

In trying to discredit the classical political thoughts and sustain
the modern socio-political disorder, Machiavelli (1467-1527) taught
that human beings are not by nature directed towards virtue. Rather.
people are radically selfish and a wise politician will construct his/her
politics on this assumption.” It to be noted that in addressing the
questions of means and power in politics, Machiavelli threw up several
“immoral” doctrines which influence the style of governance till date.
To guarantee political stability in the society, he argues that what is
needed is the smartness of a political leader, himself animated by
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have shown beyond doubt that a polity without morality can only be a
wily contraption that works only for the self interest of the depraved.”
Nigerians have past and recent experiences as a nation to show for this.
Speaking on the topic: “Promotion of Ethics and Integrity in the Courts
System and Improving Citizens Access to Justice,' Femi Falana noted
that Danbata Suntai, the Governor of Taraba State, acted immorally to
have abandoned governance in his state to engage in selfish venture.
According to him, “the action of Suntai, by attending a pilot course
while serving as a governor, is a dereliction of duty and ¢onstitutes an
impeachable offence under Nigerian law™*. Falana went further to
describe as irresponsible on the side of a serving governor of one of the
flood-ravaged states in the South-South to spend a whopping 50
million dollars to acquire a jet meant to facilitate his law school
programme in the United kingdom. This act of political immorality is
committed at the expense of the flood ravage masses in the state.
Because morality has no prime place in Nigerian politics, the common

good of the greatest number is rendered meaningless, empty and

irelevant.

Kant's objective principle of morality becomes instructive. For Kant, 2
theory of politics is inevitably a part of metaphysics of morality. This i
because politics deals with the issue of what one oughts do in a sociz
and political contexts. It is concerned with evolving platforms b
which the citizenry can enjoy good governance and receive qualit
service from their leaders. Kant, therefore, succinctly submitted thé
“politics ought to be adapted to morality””. In Kant's estimation,
politician worth his/her onion is one who conceives of the principles €
political expediency in such a way that they can coexist with moralit
These kinds of politicians are yet to be seen in Nigeria. For now, tk
country is populated by political gladiators who fashion their morali
to suit their own advantages. Nigerian politicians consistently cau
misery for their people through their unbridled corruption and th
internal economic mismanagement. Yet, they hip the blame on glo
insecurity and economic recession when, indeed, politics is ab

In the light of the wobbling political experiences in Nigeria,

J
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leadership and dynamic visio
‘ : ns to guarantee human welfare. In these
trying periods of morally devoid politics, Nigeria desperatf;]y neggt

e . : : .
aders with moral authority and integrity.” To entrench sincerity of

purpose and moral integrity i igeria politi
806 i enie egnity into Nigeria political space, the followings

3 ancif_:nt Greek political thoughts.
) ;Iﬁlaer ;gfea pf"‘w?rﬁr take all” and political “bomboyism” that are
ristic of Nigerian politics are no lon ' '
ti ger fashionable
globalhpohtlcal. trend.‘ These syndromes should be exterminatelg
Npm the psychic of Nigeria politicians. Political “bomboyism” in
1geria h?lS to do.w1tl.1 “who gets what, when and how” in the ruling
glarti/_. This is Nigerian factor. In his remark, after Obama's re-
heec “:(mi c{{omney, tl?e Repubﬁcan Presidential Candidate said that
= ou put part.ls'an politics apart and join hands to build
America. This spirit of statesmanship should serve as g
. Inspiration for Nigerian politicians. . i
3) tI; rtllsle 2; c;ntpry, politicians in Nigeria should work so hard to
cend ethnic, tribal and sectional tendencies:
al . cies; and serv
::l:tlzlens w1th0ut. l-mdue selfish ambitions. The aim should be fo tl:]i‘:
w aeS ?:;ln?cft pohttlcal ma:]un'ty punctuated with moral integrity. It
1ve 1o note that during the last elect; ' ¥
e s ections 1in America,
. ima and Romney carried and way
; ed
;At:::;ll;ir; tﬂasg_, expn:ssmg love for America rather than political
it sinee almost all Nigerian political princi
: . principles are
:i(:agt\t/;ic:l ftr}(l)m tthe Anlliencan system, then we should be chgllenged
e stage w igeri 1
i g ere we love Nigeria as Americans love their
The above recommendati
. ons, when followed, would ut i
g;)no-n the urgently needeq social and political. re- engineerli)ng :?1
geria to guarantee “desired peace, stability and prosperity” “
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