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e ‘nd According to Roqcn, dcmocracy IN 1tself is not 4 goal, it is 4
M s 080 € ainment of something far more abstract which one might caj]
5 e the contentment, happiness or a life free from fear” 2 The concept of
ﬁ‘” mﬂ" different mcm?ings and Connotations jp
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‘ﬂ, the mder the rule of an accountable majority.”

like all human interaction ar_ld regationships must not be taken for
peocricy must be nurtured and sustained.” The great diversity of African
gﬂ”_i _l;om in the size of their populations and the nature of their political
* es offers an opportunity to explore the challenges that African states face in
5?‘“,:“), towards democratisation.
M.r African States in the very recent times have. embraced democracy, the
e f the factors highlighted by Kabongo above is not Present in majority of
‘fm‘: gmcs_ Democracy characterised by the rule of an accountable majority is
s that is located within the purview of good govemance and the rule of
m governance is a concept that demonstrates the presence of a budding

i Oyil, 0; ‘Nigeria: Democracy on trial’. - Available at
pieww J;a!.m.sdnewsfnewsleu:rlnewsletterpdflmnobi.pdf last accessed 09/06/12, ll_.34am. :

: Rosen, D; (1995) Democracy and pluralism in Africa, ed., (Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers.
“ssociation of African Universities, 1995), pp 41-51.

* Adlasier, A; (1994) Democracy (Minnesota: University of Minnesota Press, 1994) p7

ihdp13 : i
‘Bd.P.35

;,5 . 0; and Mah"g‘mje Ai(ed.) Elements of Democracy, ( Abeokuta: ALF. Publications (1992)
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st this backdrop that this paper interrogates the search for democracy by
[ 12 nation and examines how the ‘militarization of democracy has brought

- il  the current Cross r(.)t_ld. These issues will be addressed by considering
NE”  literature on law; politics and development in Africa, academic journals
isn ources and lecture notes. The paper is divided into parts dealing thh
. oduction; reflections on various constitutional developments in the history
3 du:c country; democratic theories; the militarised democracy; and finally
incl ssions and recommendation. A brief history of pre-colonial, colonial and
;Melonial Nigeria and the constitutional dcve.lopmcnts with an analysis of the
apuct of the years of military rule in Nigeria is also made. At the end of this
o the current trend of Nigerian’s democracy and its military flavour would
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12 The Democratisation Challenge \
The first major problem with democratisation ip Afric
the freedom of the individual as & person. Smmmh,-,w i
Communist Manifesto of 1848 reiterated the opinjon %«Pk':::.h
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an as undifferentiated from the individya] members andntll(:cracy i society s
’ at co

Tmon gog] of

/n;:-—rab' Spring, Libya and Iraq are clear instances that the M e T
] ic govcmmcnts- ts displeasure for non

nce of AU forces in Mali is a clear indication to the refe

g og‘:g::icany the AU declaration on Unconstitutional changes gf go\r;ir:ncfn:fl:ignogg"‘)@ by Africa Leader,
0 It is however, to be noted that the efficacy of the various methods applied intemationally and regionay
¢ 10t COTE CONCEMS of the paper, hou‘/evcr, at tl}c very least it is the authors assumption that non de <irees.
governments have been removed and dcmogragc’ ones put in place. Also the A.U has not really tm

ovisions of the declaration on the non constitutional change of government.
71 Saward, M; “Democratic Theory and Indices of Democratisation” in David B (ed.) Defining and
measuring democracy, SAGE Modern Politics Series Volume 36 (1994)
22 Lipset, $.M; (1994) the Social requisites of democracy, America Sociological Review, 59, 1-22.
23 Gerardo, L. M (2009), Measuring Democracy: A Bridge between Scholarship and Politics (Democratic

Transition and Consolidation)
79



{

N et

BT i ) A Pt e

IS

S,

e

a8 Mrtprdug, ) G,
Jiow .
Bavere ;

v is held in high priority, H()chvcr‘ thers is
the sociely M

citizen's nght. b

Liberal Democracy S . r‘\
22 racy, the concept of indivi du&; b 2
i dcg:e the wil of the mdjority iy "Mpeceap), oo,
mnwm:@cms ,Of fhe SuROCYY. C"mplex:ty of up interest a:r.:,‘ic
with the p.

. rt of these Ntere l ly
and retain the suppo ‘ tereg, e gy
Sﬂvcmme:‘:ct;ljgo rm of democracy unusual I mogt thirg WOr]d :Ds \
survive m

23  Guided Democracy ‘
on authoritarianism and on th Peopy.
Guided democracy bo?r:sr:s an organic whole with commgy, inl;ee $ d%
the society been perceiv : individuals i radica] en Ieg R
ation of undifferentiated jn Vi . °Cracy‘
aggreg Cy states claim to execute the general will of ghe People
1?31]33:; gy constitutional checks to protect minorities o as i py dic

by the majority, %

24 Socialist Democracy

! ' : enhepreneumhip or 1 |
!Mportations of £00ds tend ¢ upset the €conomijc Plans of the State 28
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yill of the majority will clearly drown the will of the minority in the society

according to Roland Henwood, every noble society is weighed today with respect
i has for its minority class. > In the case of a guided democracy, it in most cases
degenerate into totalitarianism with arbitrary interpretation of social interest that
quites the leaders been in place. This style has also been seen in the Nigeria
democratic government of former president Obasanjo. The Liberal democracy,
presents the situation where citizens enjoy individual freedom, interest is
represented through the election of elected official in the public sector; the
problem is that this form of democracy while sweeping over all other forms of

29 Pinkney, R; (2003) Democracy in the Third World, 2nd ed. 14
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3{1) ?:::::crz rl\,;u(:zggh:cmd 10 mcyLLM 2008 class on Democratisation in Africa Center for Human Rights
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(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1993) p.ix . Democracy: Comparative Perspecu
37MogdvﬂmthnhtokqmnmAﬁiaweoﬁsbomotahnicmik L
WmmB@W'mNMMRMMMm-@%hM%
that are worth . Sierra -tmhaum
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2.9.3 Macpherson Constitution™
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. oc'ugvcm 1963, Nigeria was declared a republic and from then on the political

Mi“‘.s'w;i' Nigeria took a turn which I wish to define as one for the worse.
n

© the content of the various Constitutional regimes is the fact that the

Clear fmmf unequal representation was entrenched. Some regions had more
conce o'ves than other regions, individualism rather than collective attitude
pmmowdbymemanneroftheappoinmmofboththedirectand

ey, »s Constitution, the Legislative made laws for the South and the Governor for the
ﬁW“]'hS: 33, 34 and 35 increased the no representation and also ensure that the governor made
mmmmmmdanm :
gniforms Wm&wwmmhqmammdgﬂm&mofﬂmm
57 The 808 C% .on is made on the basis that the 1954 Constitution drew a distinction between
omsﬁmtaon-'mls and Regional government powers and responsibilities. See Kalu, E (1960);
& Developments in Nigeria, Cambridge University Press; Kalu, NK; (2009) State Power,
im‘"', and Political Conquest in Nigerian Federalism, Lexington Books. o egone
- iher constitutional conferences in London in 1953 and 1954 that led to the Lyttlcton €
?:mﬂt iependence Constitution of 1960, Republic Constitution of 1963 etc.
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dime he

igeria today is confronted with

Challenges
and indeed N
t. The core challenges are numerqy, 2 aljq
nd “’lqu nch ;
d ]r| !

7ati S
mocratization ques ; S ar .
ggnﬂted to, the following; entrenching _C_onst:tutmnahsm and the ;
al state; Prevenung military intervention in r_econst' by
Politicg. ey

coloni
;1:’:}6[:328 for the effective management of ethpic di ver§ity; Promoy; Ingg ™
development and well-cnforc_ed_ propcrt)_/ i ghts regimes: "Unug oy a?"‘*’n;
leadership; elimination of ethnicity and tribalism, lack of gooq govn ,,
d are discussed below to provide ap, inseighanc
b 4

few of the above mentioned ar
importance to Ni geria democratic search.

e importance of Constitutionalism cannot be ignored if
. ik g g L, a
hieved. Several of Africa’s Constitutions haye e lah,

la
of Democratisation in Nigeria Today

31

Afnica

1 and desire of the people and can at best be g,; e
0 be

into consideration the wil

set of laws and guidelines issued out by the military as is the case y;

Nigerian constitutions. The importance of having a people oriented Coinstlith the

has been reiterated by several scholars. For instance, Hansungule is of thetl:,timn
Cw

Firstly, th
democracy must be ac

that;
lack of a broad popularly agreed Constitution that is sanctioned by an equally

popular people -based process and lack of awareness of the Constitution

t for the right

59 As already stated in this paper, true democracy even though a politics of numbers has respec

gg r;n;onct:)cs and must be guided by the rule of law,
e Coup led by Kaduna Nzogwu was hinged on the basic princi i
Th duna N _ principles of trying to wi
;ﬁmms, Osﬂubﬂslequcnt military Interventions of Buhari, Vasta and Babangida allnt-{ladgme samp: l?:éei(;m'\;pt
s : Bab:n :::auﬁdmé aunrsal were defe’ated and corruption rather grew in leaps and bounds. o
po Gemforthcnﬂe T i:llt?i en’Ab?Cha s regimes in Nigeria represent the worst periods of flagrant
iespect gena. It was during these eras that ouster clauses emerged in Nigeria laws

and various Draconian decrees
62 J Mbaku,. and J Thonvbere. Multi
€, Multiparty Democracy and Political Change: Constraints to Democratisation

in Africa (Aldershot UK: Ashgate, 1998) p23.
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- peneral public-what opportunities it provides
AP 5 and partcularly how o use it a8 a means

Y 1 fund
tion of \hgn‘n) and fundamental human rights

for the ¢ izenty, how
for dispute resolution,
and freedoms are also

o at & people hased r‘consmu‘tion }Vi“ entrench a viable Constitutional
o fo! ‘m.vv The posili Ve _‘"‘F_‘“*F‘ of a Constitutional democracy is also reiterated
;k‘""f:‘h‘-@jo|c thus: “The judiciary as an important arm of governance is saddled
By irr-hé . nif‘f‘l""'.““m of the law.and a major player in democratic govern v
with i synﬂ‘““”‘“o_" of const:tuthnal justice ™™ Premised on this ag:cc
gnd ‘m». i( {s imperative to state that if Nigeria must entrench constitutionali ve
[,\gztl;‘ Jilds 8 viable post colonial state to take its place among the comit l:arr:r
a8 "m-: it must Sve towards achieving a constitutional framework whichytl(:e
tt**‘:;ﬂc' ust lay claim to and abide by the rule of law and constitutional justice

) :
acondlys milli}ﬂfy intervention in a nation’s politics represents the situation in
5ect " he military at_tc_mpts to dl§mpt a democratically elected government i
wh‘;:‘ “ solving @ political quagrrure..Most times for the success to be profounl(;l
?huis. intervention cr;;l olziiazlgsoilgl \rlth its attendant economic harshness and
disrcspca for the ru ¥. volvement in governance is an aberration of the
{ the task that the military are expected to engage in, to wit the territorial

oals O A ’
defence of the nation. Some factors are therefore identified as occasioning the
ilitary intervention 1n pplmcs; socio-economic  development, political
elopment, the centrality of military, conflict, and i omal
dev 66 Nigeria's hist f mili i : ’ PREIOR
Jifferences: Nigera ory of military intervention has been anchored
/ :
Democracy and Governance in the S {an® ;
‘Challenges and Prospects to Y ance in the ADC Region
ggy workshop on May 52008 at the Centre for Human Rights University of Pregtloria TR
4 Egbewole, W. O3 (2012) CONSTITUTIONAL JUSTICE AND DEMOCRACY: WHAT IMPUTS AND

LINKAGES? Available at http://unpan].un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/cafrad/unpan050906.pdf

(accessed February 13, 2013).
e 5 ANTONIO, F: (2004) PREVENTING MILITARY INTERVENTIONS: A Policy Issue Paper

available  at http://pcij.org/blog/wp-docs/Trillanes_Preventing_Military_Interventions.pdf (accessed

February 13, 2013). g :
66 Murat, O: What accounts for military interventions in politics: A cross-national comparison available at

{pi//www.e-
= oficele.aspkonu=WHAT%20ACCOUNTS %20FOR %20MILITARY %20INTERVENTIONS %
20IN%20POLITICS:%20A %20CROSS-
TIONAL%20COMPARISON&kimlik=1285708304&url=makaleler/monder- Lhtm (accessed February

13,2013).
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; litary and Democracy in Nigeria
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Muory Ogung Azubsike

f Subsequenm
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history of the militgry in the Nigeﬁa polity, it is clear that the
the Federal Repgbhc of .ng'ena had been severally bastardized
from these men in khaki. 1t is also very disheartening to note the

ST IR U Saro Wiwa, Kudirat Abiola and i i ivi
Dele Giwa, Ken Saro Wiwa, 1012 and incarcerations of activist attests to the fact
Murder _"f in Nigeria had little positives a!:out it.
e malitary e8I EE: The Military, Ethnicity and. Democracy in Nigeria available at
= | Auﬂswh"""m'h edw/DMC/African%20Journals/pdfs/social %20development/vol 1 6n02/jsda01 6002007 1

s cbeuary 13, 2013). -
1 coup is one in which the sudden and decisive change of government illegally or by force is

:i;m individuals in positions of an;thority who are themselves part and parcel of the ruling regime

" The pressure heightened after the m@hng of the June 12, 1992 election assumed to have been the most

4 and fair election in Nigeria. An interim government was put in place headed by Chief Emest Shonekan.

% General Abdulsalami Abubakar handed over power to a new democratic elected president in Nigeria on 29
Vv 1999, Olusegun Obasanjo thus became the president for what is largely referred to as the new
&gimm of democracy in Nigeria after the military juntas took over governance in Nigeria in 1985. see
zerally  hitp/iwww.waado.org/NigerDelta/Nigeria_Facts/MilitaryRule/Omoigui/NorthCounterCoup.htm
fr 2 detailed account of the various military coups in Nigeria last accessed 11/03/2012, 2.00pm.

78 Decree No 2 ( Suspension and Modification) 1984, known as ouster clause was a notorious law by the

=iieary 1o render the provisions of the constitution numb.
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&1 The Structural Adjustment Programme remain the most notorious of this policies.

82 W Reno War Lord Politics and African States,(Boulder, Colo.: Lynne Rienner, 1998), p.184.

83 Nmoma, V; (1995) Ethnic Conflict, Constitutional Engineering and Democracy in Nigeria in Gy

:l séui) Ethnic Conflict and Democratization in Africa, (Atlanta: The African Studies Associaton
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