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ghous sudie in e secondary school curriculim has heen arijculated. The poals of
redigions studies are related 1o the levels under considerntion. For instance, the goals
al the Sendtr Secondary or Post-Basic level were meant lo strengthen those of the
lower bevel. These goals are:
1. To provide opportunity for the Migerian youths to leam more about Lrod mndd
Iberley develop their fuith i Him;
2. Ta enable the youlh aceept Christ as Saviour; |
3, Tu enable the vouths recognize Jesus as the founder and sustainer of the Christian
Church:
4 To enuble the youths 1o accept guidance of the Holy Sparit in their daily aetivities
5. To help the youths to understand the basic eachings of Chnst and 1o apply these
o thedr daily lives und work. (Okunloye & Awowale 2011} Religion  has  heen
defingsl by the (wferd English dictionary as the beliaf in and worship ol o superhit-
mian contrelling power especially & god, Religion 15 subgective, designating the feel-
ings and sets of men which relate to God. Religion denotes the influences and mo-
fives w0 human duty which are found m the charaoter and will of God. Religion 15 4
high sense of moml obligation and spirit of evidénce or warship which affect the
hiznrl of man with respect (o the Deity
According 1o Ajidagha (2002}, religion is et another term thatl has been giv-
o different meanings and subjected 1o divergent interpretations by the religionists,
religious scholars, exegetes and commentators. Inferestingly, despite the seeming
endlesa difference in the meanings and divergence in the inlerprefations. Opimions
canverae on the centrafity of beliefs as the foci of all religions. The ceniral theme of
all beliefi |5 the extstence of u higher being whose setivities are bevond ordinury
comprehension. In Christisnity, religion is a puided belief and the scceplance of Je-
sus Cheint no the soviour &s illusirted in the Bible In Ishum, religion is all oum's
activitics corried out 1o please his Creator and his fellow humon beings as taught by
the Qur'an and the Prophet Muhammad. Religion has always been seen as a veria-
he teol for teaching and cultivation of moral values (Ajidagha, 2002). As o matier of
established facts, moral valuees can be scoomplished only with the teaching of some
religious. belief This accounts for why religious edocation is pant andd parcel of all
relipgione practices. Scholars apreed that both mornls and religion are inseparable
twing {Dorodola, 2008), 1t is difficult, if not impossible 1o teach or sk 16 mooloate
marale without reference 1o religion. Nigeria is o country that is in dire need of moral
regrnenon and religious rebirth, hence, the soocessive Miperian povernmenis,
ol varlons educational policies, have accorded the teaching of religions recog-
v, | Apdagtha, 200623,
Onlity education is crucial 1o the economic development and socinl stability
i 0 mation ds i helps develop crucial humanitrian values like equity, idernnce, and
penee. Thees values lead 1o sustainable national development, environmenial protec-
tean, and improved family health, along with responsible participation in democratic,
comi il political prooesses {Durodola & Olude, 2005). 1t win further nrgwed that
(e wim af this goal is the quality of what is learmed at school (knowledge, skifls,
anlves aon pttitides) and how well these are leamed (levels of competence attnined
oy learming owlcomes by pupils). Meanwhile, leamers may not benefit much from o
mystem of edication unless there are assessments aimed af delermining pupil perfir-
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msnee levels ot different stages of schooling. Assessmenl SeTves as the instrument by
which students ingtructionsl achievement outcome are measured, {Durotali, 2004 ).

Fxamiination has remainad & major means of moasuring amd assessing sta-
dents” performances anil skills in school syslems across all levels of learmmg not
only in Nigeria, but in many parts of the world. Although, examinations which, s
one of the ways of determining the level of atiiment and achicvemnent ol students
perfirmance, is plagued with many problems, challenges and deficiencies. The types
and wystems of examining differ from country to country al the world, Also, the lev-
el to which the various types of exnmining systems are applied and the utilization of
examinations results in Getormining progress, placement and means of outlet info
further leamimg tnd employment also differ from country (o couniry. In Migena for
example, the mujor types of examinations are classroom 12518, qUIEDES, SSSLYR which
are applied a5 schievement tests, performance lesta i skills evaluation { Abdul
-Raheem, 2012},

Examinations oceupy o unique position and serves as @ meslsure of quality

within the sducational system of Ovo State, Nigerin. They arc either internal or e
rernal {public). lnternal examinations are the exmminations that are set by teachers
within & school system. These could be in the form of tests, continuous asscssment,
endeof-lerm cxaminations or terminal exsminations. Public examinntions, on the
other hand. are examinations that are conducted by recognized examining bodies
wuch ns the West African Examinations Council (WAEC), the National Examina-
tions Council (NECO), the National Bussiness Technical and Examinalions Hoard
(MABTEBR), ete. As such, the examinations such as the Senior Secondary Certifican
examinations (SSCE) and the Junior Secondary Certificate Fxamnation (JSCE) are
regarded as external examinations. This s in the sense thol the cxamining boards
conducting these exsminations did nol themselves organize instructional courses nor
prepare students for the exuminations. They are examinations that are designed and
organized under specific terms and conditions and are based on norms that were re-
garded s standards (Salami, 2008}, They ure desipned to evaluate performance ul
the end af 8 course of study or programime.

Problem Sialemani

The predictive strength of certsin examinations has been 4 mofter of con-
e 1o ey (osearchers (Al-Shorayye,2006). While some researchers were of the
gpinian ol cormin examinations such us the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) could
predict anlvertity grades in some courses (Al-Shorayye, 2006). Others argued that
cerinl love-livel (low siake) examinations such 8s the terminal examination, mock
oo v ealbon v contimpous pssessment test could nof effectively predict performance
st Bigner level exammntions (Omonijo. 2001, Adelugba, 2003). For instance Mjoku
(2001 javesips od (he relutionship between Continuous Assessment (CA) and Na-
ional Ceetifificain Examination (NCE) education courses ai the Federal College of

Edytion (TCT), Okene, and found » gemerally low relationship between perfor.
dsn e i Continuond Asssssment ond examination. Also, Daniel (2012) examined
e way Continnoun Assessment (CA) and examination results compare in the ENG

121 English arals prectical ¢lass in Federal College of Educution, Okene. The resuli
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showed u low but significant relationship between Continuous Assessment (CA) uid
eximination results in English oral practical.

Lawal, (2010) examined the comrelution between the performance in mpck-
SSCE and SSCE exanunations in mathematics from 1990 10 1994 at Ajibade Gram-
mur School, [badan, The correlathon analysis was employed 10 determine the rela.
tionship that exists between the mock and SSOCE examination o examine the coniri.
bution of the mock examination on the final SSCE examination. The findings
showed that the mock- SSCE and SSCE results were closely reluted 1o the periad of
stucly (2003-2009). These results however, showed that there is less relutionship amd
msignificant correlation between the two sets of grades for mock- SSCE and SSCT.

However, many of the stodies as carried out by eminent scholars werk on
Continuous Assessment, Mock and JSC examinations. None of the above studiey has
been carried out on CRS terminal examination in relation 1o SSCE in Ogbomoso
South Local Government Area of Oyo Sinte, Nigerls. [ence, this lefl o gap in the
body of knowledge which the present study intended 10 fill. Therefore. this sfudy
compared siudents” performance in terminal examination with their academic perfor.
mance in S3CE Christian Religioes Stadies.

Purpases of the Study

speaifically, this sudy nimed at examining;

I} the poliems of students’ performance in terminal exumination in Christion
Religious Studies i Ogbomoso.

2} the patterng of students’ performance in SSCE in Christian Religious Srud-
1es in Oghsumoso

31 the relauonship between students” performance in termingl and Senior
School Centifiente Examinations in Christian Religious Study,

4) the difference in the performunce of male and female students in terminal
and Senior School Certificate Examinations in Christiun Religious Studies.

Resourch Oirestions

The illowing research questions were employed 1o guide this study

1 What ste patterns of students” performance in terminal examination o
{liriiuen Religious Studies in Ogbomoso!

<1 What are the patterns of students’ performance i SSCE in Christion Reli-

s Siudies in Ogbomosa?

A In there any relationship between students’ performance in terminal and
Sealor Hehool Centificate Examinations in Christian Religious Studies?

1 s there mry difference in the performance of students in terminal examina-
ow = ¢ hestian Religious Studies on the basis of gender?

33 1s there uny difference in the performance of students in Senior School Cer-

Henie Examnation (SSCE) in Christian Religious Studies on the basis of
penchir ™
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Ruescarch Hypalhpsas

Rased on the research questions raised, the following mull hypotheses were
formulated
1} There is po significant relationship between students’ performance in termi-
nat ond Senior School Certificate Examinutions i Christian Religious Swd
=]
) There iz no significant difference in the performance of mule and female
students in terminal examination in Christian Relijgious Stulies.
1) There is no significam difforence m the performuncé of male and female
gudents in Senior School Cerifbicate Examinations in Chrstian Religious
Srudy,

Mathodology

Ex-post facto rescarch design was adopted for this study, Gay (1998) de-
scribed on ex-post feoto research as an aficr faet study which does not involve the
maripalation of varmbles, Termmal and SSCE resulis in this study were collected
from the school examination records of sludents; The population fior this studdy com-
prised ol the Senior Secondary School students in Oghomaso South Local Ciwvern-
ment Area af Oy state. The target population consisted of Senior Secondary School
students in public schools. There were 23 public senior secondary schoods in Oggho-
moso South Local Government, These schools were comparable m terms of owner-
ship, location, funding, admission policy, admousirative siruchure, musterinls pnd
resources for (eaching, A total of 300 students were sampled using multi-stage mn-
dom sampling techmigue.

In the first stage, sunple random samplng technigque was used 10 select 3%
of the total sehools. That is, 11 schools were selected from 23 schools in the local
grvirnment. Al the second stage, stratified random sampling technigue wae used to
sclect 28 students (male and fomale) from e chosen schools. Stratified random
sampling is 1 method whereby the population is divided into homogenous subgroups
containing members who share comman characierisnes (Oke, Olosunde & Jekayin-
. 2005). The instrument for this siudy was a profirma tagged Chrigtion Religious
ruddies Achinvemnment Test (CRSAT), The instrument had ecolumns for gender of the

fhests g well g their grades in the terminal and S50 E results,
iereriptive siatistics of frequent counts and percentages wero used o pro-
cide oriowerd 1 the researeh questions land 2. Inferential statistics of Pearson Prod-
et Motnenit Coreelation Co-efficient was employod L0 lisl hypethcss one and i-tesl
wna cuaployen 1o snalyze the hypotheses 2 and 3 ot 0,05 levels of significance

Uatas Analysls and Resullts

1he demagraphic profile abowe shows that 153 (%3, 7%) of the respondents were

Maiiile snd 1 4% (48.4%) were male respondents. This reveals that more female stu-
demtn efirnlled far Christion Religious Studies than their mile counlerparts (See ble

oot Uhe nasEt mage )
17
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i Teble 1t Demaygraphic Profile of the Respondents

Gender Freguemey Percentage (%)
- Female 155 a7
|
i Male 145 48.3

Fisdal J00 T (3

Research Cuestion One: Whar are tie parterns of students ' pevformance in lermil:
mal Cheistien Religions Snadies in Opbomoso South Local Crivvermmeet

Table 2: Frequency Counts and Percentages of Stodents’ Performance in Chris-
tian Religious Studies in Terminal Examination

Larudes A Bs B Ca Cy [ P X Es Fu

Frequemcy 0 0 2 1219 7 55 B TR
i & Per- (0% (0% (07 (40 (63 (237 (183 (21.0 (260
centRpes ") %) %) %) WRL) ) A BLY B

| he wble above shows the frequency counts and percenlnpges of stedents’
academic performance in Christian Religious Studies for the year 20014 May/ June
: WAEC across the selacted schools, A total of 2 {0.7%) mnd 12 (4.0%) respondents
hod grades B, and C, respectively. 19 (6.3%) and 71 (23.7%) of ihe students hod Cy
angi Ly grodes respectively, This menns that a total of 104 (34.7%) mudents pesscd at
credit level among the sumpled respondents. While 118 (39.3%) students had pass

gmdcs (Le [y and Eg), 78 (26.0%) of the sampled respondents failed the Christian
Heliglous Studies. See appemdix (2) and table £2)

Research Cuestion Two: Whar are the paiterns of studdents " performance in S5CE
hriztiar Religiows Studicy i r_]yh-_-m.--m Enithy Logal Cremvermimenr®

Table ¥ Frequency Counts and Percentages of Students’ Performance in SSCE
| Christine Heliglous Studies in Ogbomoso South Local Government

Cirmiiyy B By Ly | & ¥ E; Fq
TRy | 5 11 24 P’ T 44 il
\ereen e (0.3% (LT (3.7 (B0 (263 (233% (183 (203
B (] B) 0 Wa) Ul ) 5] ?"Iﬂ o)
Faliy

acve shows the students” scademic performance in Christimn Rali-
gimn Shuddsen for the year 2014 MayiJune WAEC across the selecied schools, A total
‘ Pl (0.3%) %) and 9 (3.0%) students had B,, B, and C, grades réspectively,

P AR and 79 (26.3%) of the students had Cs and Ly grades respectively. This
i niplies that « total of 120 (40,0%) stdents passed at credit level among the sampied

171
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respondents. While 119 (32.6%) students had pass grades (Le [ and Byl 6l
[20.3%) of the sampled respondents failed the Christion Religious Stadies. See ap-
pendix (3) and tmhle (3}

Hypotheses Testing
The hypotheses generuted in this study were analyzed wsing nferential stanis-
ticz of Pearson Product Moment Carmrelation Coefficient (PPMC) and -test at 0.03

levels of significance.

Ty There is no stgnificam relatfonship berween students ' perfarmance in terming
cered Sewvior. School Certificate Examivarion o Ohristian Relimicuy Srudfiey

Table 4: Summsry of Pearson Produect Moment Correlation Coefficient be-
tween Stodents” Performance in Terminal and S5C Examinations

Variables N Mean 5D Df  r-cal  Sig.
['erminal Exam 300 331 T.75 208 0338 0.000
CSCE (WAED) N0 60T 843

*Sienificant of p=0.05

The resilt of table 4 shows thal the caloulated Tevel of significance (0.000)
bt lesy than the chosen level of significance (0.05) that is he calculated r-value of
(.54 is grealer than the eritecal r-value of 0195 at .03 level of signilicance. This
imgelies that there 1 a positive significant relationship between students’ perir-
mance in lerminal and SSC Examinations in Christion Religious Studies. Thus, hy-
pothesis cne which states that there 15 no significant relationship between studenis’
performance in termmal and SSCE Christion Religious Studied m Ogbomuoso is re-
Jected,

Hos: There s no vigeifican difference between mole and fewmale Siydents” perfor-
e i ferrmind cesmiination (w Chriation Religiows Shiedio

Tabide 5: Hesnlt of Mule and Female Students® Performance in Terminal Exami-
pnfions in Chritinn Religiouns Studies
Vi kdon N hMeung SD i t=cil Eig.
Sl mile 143 44,39 12131 98 ra3 (000
Sipmu Hesid af pee 03
i1l Srows that the enleunbuted significant value is less than the chosen

(.05 levely of significence. Hende, the null hypothesis is rejected. This means that

S
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thare iz a significant difference in the performance of male and femaie students (n
Chrestien Religious Studies in Opbomoss South Local Govermunent Arca,

Hoy: There o no significant difference betwesn male aned foervale svwderisy’ pefur
mance in S5C Examination in Christian Religlous Snudies,

imble & below shows that the caloulated significhnt value (0.016) is Jess
than the chosen 0.05 levels of significance, Hence, the aull hypothesis is rejectad.
This implies that there is a significant difference in the performunce of male and
female students in $SCE Christian Religious Studies in Oghomaso,

Tuble 6: Result of Male and Female Students’ Performance in SSC
Exnminutions in Christinn Religious Studies in Ogbomoso

Variables N Means 5D af  t-eal  Sig.
bdale 14  5&. 10 015 a8 202 016
Female |57 ST.18 B.as

*Significant at p<0.05
Summary of the Findings

The findings of the study showed that mapority of the students hod pags
grades (et s 20 (40.0%) in Chostisn Religions Studies in terminal exnmination,
while majority of the smodents passed at credit level in SSCE Christian Religious
Studses 118 [39,3%), However, tormine] examination recorded higher number of F,
i Christisn Religious Stodies than SSCE for the My June 2014 exmminations
ugroes the sampled schools

The findings ulse revealed that there is a significant relationship between shs-
dents’ academic performance in terminal and SSCE Christian Religions Studies in
Ogbomoso South Local Government Area. The outcome of the study indicated
thnt 0 signilicant difference existed in the academic performance of male and female
sttidetits in terminal and SSCE Chrigtian Roligious Studies. This s alen consistent
with the woek of {Lawal 20071,

Conciygsin

Haged om the findings of this study, it was concluded that minjority of the Sen-
W econgary Sehool students sampled in this study hisd pass grades that 15 [ and
tg) 1t lermingl amimation in Christian Religivus Stodies for the year 2014, Major-
ty ol the respondents pissed st eredit level in SSCE Christian Religious Studiey for
e yenr 2004 Mawhme WAEC It was also shown Uil more snidents recorded Fy
Brmian in vermmins] evamination than in the SSCE siross the sampled schools.

Ihe outcome of the study showed that there was a significant and positive
clitinship between students’ performance in terminal and S5 Examinations in
Chnitian Religious Stodies; Alsa, the findings revesled that there was a mignificunt
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difference between male and female swdents” academic perfirmance iy Lermmimal wnd
$SCE Chiristin Religious $tudies for the year 2014

Recommendations

1n view of the findings of this study, the following pecommendations were
made to the students, teachers, governmenl and parcnds.

Gacondary school studonis should chunge their perception towards Christian
Heligious Studics 28 o school subject. A change of amitude towards o the subject
will not oaly affect scademic performance ol the Sudents positively but also their
mioral and spiritoal life. '

Teachers should enlightened the students on the strong and positive cela-
vicmship between terminal and S5C ewamination that is their performange i fermi-
aul exam will go n long way to delermine their performance in Senior School Cernifi-
cnte Examination

Government should make Christian Religious Studies compulsory for all sec-
ondary school smdents. Governmend shinild deemphosize Christion Religious Stod-
s fue the Arts students, i our society 15 to be nd of moml decadence. The belief
that Christian Religions Studies is female domain should be dispelled
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