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Abstract
[he discourse on lumman sexualing is a complex onc. and it hes been g
comroversial issue from time iommemorial. There have becn several
conneets and arcinmienis by scholars in favor and against sex marriage
The subjects of feminism and homosexualing are very much al the
forctrons of Christian ethnical discussion even i this present (inie
Feminisin means differen ihings 1o different people and v different
picces Thivavork discussed whn the act of Homaosexualin:is con fenmed
heblicatlh and cultirallv in the Nigerian context. There e heen several
comments and views fiom some religions groups as tonching same sex
marriage. In fact. there are arguments that favor and at the same timce
oppose sante sy marriage with equal rights b these eligions
organizations. The same view thai these religions groups Juwve about
same sox marriase is the same it homosexualine s o result
antagonists of same sex narriage have expressed concerns thai 1inmit
their religious framchise. Presenih religion has hecone more visible,
therefore, it is imporiant thar feprinists consider their approacly 1o
religion verv careull most expecially for the sake of otheryeomen it not
for their oven sake. Historical and analviical methods swere adopred in
this work. The motivation for this swork is that moral valies should be
protecied. The main bencticiarios of this ywork arc the vouths and
relicions organizations in our contenporary socieny: inconclusion. from
the study: of Homoxexialiny there should be an insigh that should begin 1o
change the undersianding omwhich other disciplines are hascd.
Keywords: Religion. Gender. Leshians. Gay and Feminism. Homosexuality

Introduction

The main religions of the world contain certain ideas about the appropriate
roles for men and women in the society. and traditionally. this has placed women
in the home and men in the 'outside’ world. This is not true nowadays. where
much change is occurring in socicties within creasing female lahour market
participation and changes in attitudes accompanying this. Religions differ 1o
some extent in this regard. but similar normative claims about men's and
women's roles are present across all denominations. Based on the normative role
of religion and the predominantly gender-conservative teachings of most of the
main religions. it can be expected thatindividuals who belong toareligion will be
less cealitarian than people indicating that they have no religious alfiliation.
Higherreligiosity. both interms of fevel of religiosity indicated by the respondent
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and frequent attend:mce atreligious services. should equally be associated with
more traditional gen‘errofe attitudes.”

It has also been established that gender role attitudes are sharply divided
across societics dep. nding on majority religion Gender inequality belongs amoeng
the most prevalent torms of social inequality and exists all over the world. with
different effects in Jifferent regions. These differences are primarily due 1o
cultural legacies. hivorical development. geographical location. and. last but not
least. the religious rorms which predominate ina society. It is deeply rooted in
peoples’ experience- and influences the socioeconomic and political direction of
socicties. The role of religion is. obviously. complex and it varies across time
and space. We accet the premise that everyone benefits from gender equalin.
Gender roles and t1-+ status of women are one of the arcas in which societics
continue to differ v 11y across the globe. and where clashes are most apparent.
Religiosity is strongly correlated with gender inequitable attitudes. controlling
for & variety of demographic characteristics. In addition. men are found to hold
significantly more —ender inequitable attitudes than women. The nature of
religions as organizational structures. which tend to be hierarchically structured
and conservative rul-based institutions. is a more plausible explanation for their
inculcation of gende inequitable norms.”’

Feminist Framewe ks

The radical bet I of the feminist hinged upon the belief that the male is
inherently evil as a “>sult of his genes which make him aggressive. They belict
nothing good can ¢ me out of the man. This is hinged on the theory that wars.
rape. genocides and e likes are all perpetrated by the male. Some feminists have
even gone far as ac ocating test tube fertilsation and extra-uterine birth. The
women would thus 2 released from their childbearing role. Roles they belicve
contribute to their being looked down upon hy the male dominated society.

The liberal feminist however belicves in the equality of both sexes. They
believe in taking al* olute control of their sexuality and reproductive role. The
fiberal feminist is o st concerned of with ecconomic inequality but gender based
social distribution o' “he means of wealth. Socialist feminist based their argument
on interact class divi<ion within the society. They belief women are oppressed
differently accordin - 1o the cconomic and the social class they belong to. They
believe in the power 1 social enlightenment. roles. advocacy. demonstrations cie.
inachieving needed > forms.

L.esbian feminic o framework considers the fact that lesbianism is a threat to
the male dominanc: this is because the female has no need for men and even
procreation (since t+chnology has developed cloning and other means of extra-
uterine births). Lechian feminism believes that oppressive of the female is
anchored on heteros ~ual relationship. Some lesbian feminist made the conscious
change from heterosxual relationship to fesbianism in order to deny the male the
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sexual support the maic desires. This denial. it is hoped. will undermine the
oppressive power of the male and therefore lead to a more balanced (gender
based) society. Thev are advocated of matriarchal societies.

Religion and Feminism
This article reflects the increasingly more lively debates on the relationship
between religion (religiosity) and gender. It builds primarily on theoretical

concepts provided by feminist geographies and the geography of religion. both of

which have reeenily  incrcased their presence in the academic sphere.
Furthermore, questions of gender continue to make their way into religious
studies.” Thestatus of women within individual religions. most significantly in
Islam. has become a research topic for a number of geographers. Feminist
geograph’  »freligion mostly focus on gender identities and gender relations in
the cont ¢ religion. 1t is even possible to speak of the existence ol a new
paradigmn religious studies. which is tied to the entry of women researchers into
the study of religion.

All world religions today maintain male social dominance within socictal
structures. On the other hand. women are more inclined to participate in religious
life. Empirical rescarches on developments in the individual religions. especially
in the case of [slam. indicate a negative shift in society towards a decreased status
of women with the emergence of the so-called advanced religion. Also. religious

norms and prejudices may reflect patriarchal values. which are characteristic of

all socicties of the world religions. The role of God. or a creator of a religion. is
always taken by a male and the woman is primarily valued as a mother. especially
as amother to ason. Her place is in the houschold. less so at religious ceremonices
or in public positions. The real status of a woman in a religion is more
complicated: however. as in some religions certain women have acquired
significant posts.”

Homosexuality

One may say that homosexuality is the term used for people that feels exually
attracted to their own sex. but other definitions also exist. When one views
homosexuality as the term for people that feel romantically or sexually attracted
to their own sex.” Usually, the term is used to view all the people who are
romantically or sexually attracted to their own sex. as well as those with such
attractions who have not had a sexual relationship with their own sex yet.
Nonetheless. the most visible form of homosexuality is the actual relationship.
Most'evidence' of homosexuality in ancient cultures comes from drawings of the
men inan intimate relationship or sex. because it's the most obvious.

There are many different words to describe homosexual people. Some of

these arc used to insult homosexual people. However. the LGBT (l.esbhian.
Gender. Bisexual and Transgender) community sometimes uses these words to
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describe themselves because the word "homosexual” can sound too clinical. This
is done to make the v ords less hurtful, Some words to describe homosexual men
are g and queer Words to describe homosexual women are lesbian and dvke.
Lesbian is used mo-1 often, Dvke is used less often and is sometimes used to
describe leshians whe are more masculine (act or dress more like men). However.
"queer” and "dyke" ¢ e sometimes used against gay people as insults. so they can
sometimes be offens ¢

Religion and Homo:cxuality

The relationship between religion and homosexuality has varied greatly
across time and place. within and between different religions and denominations.
and regarding dilferant forms of homosexuality and bisexually. Present day
doctrines of the world's major' religions vary vastly generally and by
denomination on atitudes towards this sexual orientations. Among those
denominations that cenerally are negative towards these orientations. there are
many different type - of actions they may take: this can range from quictly
discouraging  home exual activity. explicitly forbidding  same-sex  sexual
practices among 2 'herents and  actively  opposing  sobial acceptance  of
homosexuality. 1o« secution. Religious fundamentalism has been found to
correlate positive v with anti-homosexual bias.! Attitudes towards
homosexuality have Heen found to be determined not only by personal religious
beliefs with predomant national religious context even for people who are less
religious or who do @ ot share their focal dominant religious context. Many argue
that it is homosexu! actions which arc sinful. rather than the state of being
homosexual itself.”

Causes of Homosex rality

The causes of he mosexuality and bisexuality are controversial. Some peopte
see homosexuality @ad bisexuality as a choice that a person makes. However.
many modern scient s have theorized that homosexuality is not a choice.” The
causcs of homosext lity are not all understood. butgenc'lics and the effects of
prenatal hormones( hen a baby is growing in its mother) and environment are
sometimes thoughtte be causes. Scientists also show that homosexuality happens
not only in humans. ~ome animals (like penguins. chimpanzees. and dolphins)
often show homosesality. some even show it for lifelong periods as is the case
with human."”

Doctors used to “reat gay people as if they had mental illnesscs. However.
homosexuality is no fonger called a discase by doctors in many countries. There
arc some religious arI non-religious groups who still try 10 'cure” homosexuality.
this arc sometimes called ‘conversion therapy'.” In therapies like this one.
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homosexual individuals have tried to change themselves to heterosexual and
have even claimed they were changed. but most people do not believe it is
possible."

Conversion therapy or reparative therapy aims to change sexual orientation
from homosexual to heterosexual. 1t is condemned by medical and psychiatry
aroups such as the American Psychological Association. American Psychiatric
Association. Roval College of Psyvehiatrists. National Association of Social
Workers. Roval College of Nursing. and the American Academy of Pediatrics.
These scientific and educated groups are concerned that such therapy is a
violation of'the ethical principles of health care. and violate human rights,

Many  people believe that it is unfortunate to discuss causes ol

homosexuality and bisexuality without discussing causes of heterosexuality.
too. Although it is casy to understand why heterosexuality exists (heterosexual
sex produces babies). that does not explain how the brain develops to produce
heterosexual people. Heterosexuality. homosexuality. and bisexualite all have
causes. and some people believe that to discuss only the causes ofhomosexuality
and bisexuality suggests that there is something wrong with people who have
those orientations.” Tt is further asked rhetorically whether homosexuality is
genetic or the result of upbringing. and whether it is biological or psy chosocial
problem.

Nature Arguments

Those who advocate a biological cause have argued that homosexuals
possess different hormonal mechanisms. brain structure or cenotype. Such
hiological explanations may not be unrelated as genes lay the blucprint for
hormones which in turn influence body structure.”

Nurturc Arguments

The pure biological view is that homosexual orientation is programmed in
genes. fashioned by hormones and displayed in brain structure. The pure
psychological view is that the environment writes upon the developing child as
one draws lines on a blank sheet of paper. As with biological arguments. the
nurture arguments include the cultural environment. family environment. peer
group environment and moral environment with interrelated causes.

Problems HHomosexuals Encounter

In many countrics. homosexuals are diseriminated against. A homosexual
person can be fired from a job heeause he is gay. even il he is a good worker.
Homosexuals can be denied renting a home or heing able to cat in a restaurant
because ol'theirsexual oricntation.

In some countrics, homosexuals can experience violence. For example.
Islamic law s used in some places to Kill homosexuals or place them in jail. Some
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groups believe over 1000 homosexuals have been killed in Iran since
hecause of their sexal orientation. In 2005, after fourteen months of pris()n )
torture. two techage ovs were hanged in Iran for homosexuatity. N nd
In modern tim- <. homosexuality has become more aceepted in WQ\
countries. Most we tern countries have laws that protect homosexualg "
violence and diserin “nation. In the United Kingdom. homosexuality used g, I:’”‘
crime. Oscar Wilde. “he famous Irish writer was imprisoned forit.and asa v
it destroyed his repration and career as a wit and playwright. Alan Turip ,WL
man who helped the \llies in World War 11 by breaking the Enigma used ! the
Germans. was con cted of this crime and ultimately killed himself Ovey the
effects of the attemyp to cure his homosexuality.” the
Today in the | vited Kingdom. homosexuals are safer. I'lomoscxual
between adults is oot a crime. Gay and leshian couples can marry in En ) S%
Scotland and Wales. In Northern Ireland. they cannot marry. but they caﬁ\' .
"civil partnerships” “hat have some of the rights and benefits of marriagg e
people can be in the ilitary. So. although the United Kingdom has changeq ‘ ]"”)
things. homosexual- -1ill do not have full equal rights there. In most of the '™
homosexuals still d- not have the same rights and freedoms that hctem%\ﬁrhl.
have. ~aly
In the United Sates. people in denominations who are against say
relationships are lil- ralizing quickly. though not as quickly as those iy = N
affirming groups. [n " figeriathe summary of the Same Sex Marriage (Prohihiw?wC
Act. 2013 prohibits ~arriage contract or civil union between persons of sy, ann)
and provides penalii s for the solemnization and witnessing of same.” ()hq :(\
Alimi. a gay activis* and husband to be. posted an article about homosey '
heing part of African Culture contrary to what people think. He said “the ig \,‘] i
homosexuality is "\ ostern' is based on another western import (‘hristinnil\‘ that
African Culture celebrates diversity and promotes acceptance.” Furthermg - he
said in digging up to- is 1 found that. while many Africans say that homosey "."K‘
is un-African. African culture is no stranger to homosexual behaviours ang ,‘q\]”}_
He gave example in his local language (Yoruba). a word for 'homoscx((u\-‘
‘adofuro’. a colloqui-Tism for someone w ho has anal sex. It might sound inxu‘ll -
and derogatory how:er. the point is. there is a word for the behavior. "He S ]_“‘_‘:'
not a new word: it i< as old as the Yoruba Culture itsclf. e also satd in N, ‘( s
part of Nigeria. heosexual is called 'van daudu’. a Hausa term to dg \)%‘"”
cffeminate men whe are considered to wives men. *Crihe

Findings

The findings of "is work are that sexual morals vary across colture. p, i
. . . - . . . ]
and historical peric Is. The Biblical view acknowledges that there y,, dion
. . N . . N oy N
psvchological and ' ological influences in the development of homosey be
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The framework of Feminism in the Nigerian church does not belong to human
conviction but largely to divine intervention. Feminism emerged due to women's
resistance to the way they were treated by their societies.

Recommendation

God created Adam and Eve and not Adam and Steve. It is therefore
imperative that a further rescarch is done into the issue of homosexuality. It is
recommended that homosexuality. being against the run of nature should be
discouraged. Homosexuality can never be at par with heterosexuality (as the
proponents are clamoring for) but should ¢ seen for what it is: a deviant
perversion of nature. Homosexuals should be empathized with but the tendency
should be condemned.
Conclusion

There many religion and belicf systems in the world with dilferent religious
outlooks on homosexuality. although some of these perceptions may seem to be
discriminatory or “anti-guy.”In this 217 century many of the religious
institutions have been re-evaluating and modifving their tough stance on same-
sex or homosexuality so as to be more inclusive and adaptable to modern
sexuality inevery of its expressions.

Integrating gay identity with other intersectional identity like religion may
take some time: nonctheless. it can be extremely fulfilling and successful
process. Slow but steady progress is being made as the relationship between
sexuality and religion continues to evolve. Religion and sexuality are two aspects
of a person’s identity and the two can coexist peacefully and provide immense
personal fulfillment. Is it really possible to change someonc from homosexuality
“to being straight? Human sexuality is a good gift from God and the church has a
great stake in upholding sexual morality as clearly commanded in the Bible. The
21" century Nigerian church should know that homosexuality is a sign of the end
time.
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