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FOREWORD

You are welcome to this bumper harvest
International Journal of Contemporary Issues

Obafemi Awolowo University, lle-Ife,

of many volumes. You would recall that the
in Education is published by the Institute of Education,

Nigeria, afier our annual conference in what looks like a
proceedings. Herein, selected scholarly articles are pecrreviewed and published.

This year conference is tagged “Issues and Trends in Education: A Global Mandate, The
conference was held at the Distance Learning Centre. Obafemi Awolowo University, Moro, lle-Ife

because of the Academic Staff Union of University (ASUU) nationwide strike. It was well attended and
highly regarded.

The conference provoked understanding of the issues that could foster education for societal
transformation on a global scale through diverse contributions from scholars and researchers. Their
contributions were put together in this book for widespread readership.

It is interesting to note that the Editoral Board has applied to African Journal Online (AJOL)
based in South Africa for publication in their Journal outlet and henceforth the inclusion of this journal. [t
then means that these papers would be read throughout the world. Authors will be notified when their
articles can be viewed in AJOL. This is a milestane in our efforts to pupolarise this publication,

We thereby present to you those scholarly articles after thorough review.

I pray that you find if refreshingly educative and useful for further researches and applications in
arcas ofneeds.

Wishing you a happy reading.
Dr. (Mrs.) 0. 5. Agboola (Associate Professor)
Editor-in-Chief
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Abstract

The study examined school environment and upper
basic school pupils' learning outcome in Osogho
Local Government Area of Osun State, Nigeria.
Descriptive research design was adopted for this
study. Three research questions were generated with a
research hypothesis. The sampled population for this
study comprised of five upper basic schools within the
local government area, while the sampling technigue
was simple random sampling, selecting two hundred
(200) respondents, forty each from each school. The
instrument used for data collection was a self-
designed questionnaire and a pro forma. Frequency
counts and percentage were used to describe the
demoagraphic data of sampled respondents, mean and
standard deviation for analyzing the generated
research questions, and multiple regression analysis
for answering the postulated hypothesis, The findings
shawed that learning outcome of upper basic school
pupils in Osogbo Local Government Area of Osun
State was average with a mean seore of 58.6%.; public
primary school environment in Osogho Local
Government, Osun State was favourable (5 3.5%); the
predominant school environment in Osogho Local
Government, Osun State was staff-students
relationship and classroom experience; and there wag
na significant relationship berween sehool
environment and learning outcome af wpper basic
schaols owtcome in Osoghbo Local Government, Osun
Sate. Recommendations were made that school staff
should develop with the pupils a good interaction
which is helpful in promoting pupils’ fearning
outcome; a well-programmed learning and teaching
emvironment which iy conducive enongh to achieve
effective teaching and learning should he extablished:
well tramned and  qualified teachers should he
emplayed for teaching in upper basic schools: and
scheals should be sitwated in Hﬂ".‘:'.fiﬁ"l'r!' eRvIiranimneny
where teaching and learning could take place
suecessfully

Keywords: Eonvironment, Upper basic pupils,
Learmimg oulcome

Introduction
Generally, in the whole world, particularly in Nigeria,
education has been considered o be the cormerstone

for development. It forms the basis for literacy, skj)
acquisition, technological advancement and ability
harness human and material resources towards (he
achievement of societal goal, (FRN, 2004). Educatigy
is very important in any given society. Itis a process by
which abilities and capabilities of individual are
developed. These abilities might be physical abilities,
emotional abilities, social abilities and intellectual
abilities. It is the actualizing of human potential so thas

the individual can become something more than what
he was before,

According to Ugwuanyi (2003), education is the
process established by the society to assist the young
to learn and understand the heritage of the past,
participate productively in the society and contribute
meaningfully to the development of the society.
Bergin and Bergin, (2009) citing Kneller (2000) sees
education as a process by which any society through
schools, colleges, universities and other institutions
deliberately transmiy knowledge, values and skills
from ONE person to another. As a result of deregulation
2 nge rian education, the system of education has two
Main interest Eroups which are — public education and
E:.:E;E Educatlﬂl:h. Public education is the pillar or
P one of society which opens the door of equal

welinnel “PPortunity to all citizens, It is a public

owed meE'!'l hi | :
constantly, Y which attracts public attention
Seco , 1

EChugld?w school 15 the next stage afler primary

1S completed, [t jq generally the final stage of

'-uml?ulsur:rf_ education, Clare Boorn et. gl (2010) sees
ciemcnl;?-rywh?l 45 a school intermediate between
general technicay "0 College, usually offering
i wh““gﬂlr_‘-'ﬂ:catmnal or college, Ff“P“mm.qf
Fuung}im I= Ollins (2003) refers to it as a school for
eighteen Ef ',-u*““”.'f between the ages of eleven and
(FRN, 200, ot the National Policy on Education

' ) il is the form of education children

receive after ne I
stilgre herp Ay education and before the tertiar

.i\'..‘i.'i,lrl.ll"rlg o Aoy

Nenge (20 Secondar
school educatign la Be (2018), Junior

515 3 vears (from 12 1o 14 years)

T
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c senior school education takes three years

cobably from 15 to 17 years of age) when training is
received on @ rather diversified program aimed al
nereasing the knowledge of students and their
horizons. After r:nmplr._:tm‘g, the course and passing
west African Examinations Senior Secondary
gchools Certificate Examination (WASSCE),
siudents receive O'Level certificate, The former (also
ceferred to as Upper Basic School) expose students 1o
varions subjects of different disciplines in order to
proaden the knowledge and skills of the students while
the later provides the students with a more specialized
career-based subjects.

Environment i a system within which living
organisms interact with the physical elements. Hence,
school environment is a leaming place where the
learner learns and interacts with learning fgeilities in
order to be socialized and face the chalfenges in the
society. Agusiegbe (2004) secs environments as
consisting of all elements existing around man and
which exert some influence on him. These include
physical, biological and social attributes.
Psychologists see environment as the aggregate of all
the external condition and influence affecting the life
and development of an organism,

School environment is the thread that connects the
multitude of activities on the school. In many respecis,
this thread is almost invisible; yet everyone
experiences its influence. Dudek (2000) opined that it
could be said to be the external influences in the school
that ean influence academic achievement of students
imespective of their intelligent quotient. School
environment can also be considered as the second
teacher since space has the power to organize and
promote pleasant relationships between people of
different ages in order to provide changes, promote
choices and activities and for its potential to serve as
catalyst to different types of social and affective
leamning (Okeke, 2001). It has been generally accepted
that environment and heredity can hardly be separated
from education in influencing achicvement, hence 8
child's life and ability are influenced by nature and
nurture. Heredity provides the natural disposition
while a healthy environment makes available a
window of opportunities to the learner (Ohuche,
2001). The environmental differences and the
differences in the quality of instruction from one
school to another can create differences in the level of
knowledge acquisition of the students. This shows that
the learning environment and {ncilities children are
®Xposed to have great influence on their learmng
ﬂutmml
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School environment includes the school building and
the surrounding element such as noise, physical
plants, temperature and lighting as well as physical or
biological factors and the extent these factors
encourage students' safety and health (Mick Zais,
2011). School environment can then be seen o include
material and human resources, a leaming place which
consists of the which interaction?. The school
crrvironment is both the natural and artificial settings
where teaching and learning take place. Balog (2018)
refers to learning environment as a major component
that affects students learning, this component includes
individuals, teaching aids, curriculum and conceptual
settings, in which teaching and learning are carried out
as deliberately planned.

Mondal (2012), learning environment encompasses
classroom surroundings, physical facilities in the
classroom and teacher and pupil relationship. Studies
on the relationship between learning environment and
students' academic achievement have revealed that
learning environment determines learners'
performance. (Tsayga, 2011). Environment is a very
important factor in achieving the goal of any
educational programme. People acquire most of their
knowledge through the interaction with facilities
provided in the environment for leamning. Also,
learning is influenced by the environment in which
people are exposed to and the facilities provided in
such environment lead to experience as it is in the
words of Piaget ( 1964) that active intcraction with the
environment is regarded as the most basic requirement
for proper intellectual development.

School location exerts a great deal with one's
expectation on students leamning outcome. School
could be located in the urban or rural area. Schools
located in rural area generally inferior to urbam sggools
as schools in rural arcas lacked human and material
resources needed for success at school. The location of
school whether urban or rural affects a child's ability to
study and perform at the level expected of him.
Oworye (2011) revealed that there is a significant
difference between students’ academic achievement
and aspects of the school environment (rural and
urban) in senior secondary school examinations. The
researcher also revealed that the graphical location of
the school significantly influences students' academic
performance. Also, the individual student's academic
behaviour is influenced not only by the motivating
forces of his home, scholastic ability, and academic
values but also by the social pressure applied by the
participants in the school setting. Also, differences in




location imply  differences in the existence of
demographic and socio-cconomic parameters of the
school,

As posited by Cedefop, (2017), Leaming outcomes
e defined as ‘sets of knowledge, skills and/or
competences an individual has acquired and/or is able
to demonsirate afler completion of a learning process,
either formal, non-formal or informal, Learning
autcomes are defined as "statements of what a learner

knows, understands and is able to do on completion of
a leaming process, which are defined in terms of

knowledge, skills and competence’ (Cedefop, 2014),
As documented by Cedefop (2016), a student is said to
have acquired the required learming outeome il he has
achieved leaming, creativity and social competence at
the end of a learning sequence. Fajola (2008) used the
notion of academic self-concept in referring 1o
individuals' knowledge and perceptions  about
themselves in leamning outcome, and convictions that
they can successtully perform a given academie tasks
at designated levels, Learning oulcome could be
related to the achievement of competence in the three
Bloom Taxonomies which are Cognitive, Affective
and Psychomotor Domain,

From the forgoing, one can see that school
environment plays a crucial role in students' leaming
outcome. The problem of poor performance is more
pronounced in ill-equipped schools, hence, it has
become necessary to find out the influence of school
environment on the learning outcome of pupils of
upper basic schools in Osogbo LGA, Osun state,

Purpose of the Study

The main purpose of the study is to determine
relationship between school environment and upper
basic school pupils' leaming outcome in Osogbo
Local Government, Osun State

Specifically, the study intends to investj gate:

1. The leaming outcome of upper basic pupils in
Osogho LGA

2. The condition of upper basic school
environment in Osogbo LGA

3. The predominant school environment in
Osogbo LGA

4. Relationship between school environment and

learning outcome of upper basic school students
in Osogho LGA.
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Research Questions
The following research questions will guide the Study
.  What is the Ir.::_lrning outcome of upper hau;'r

school students in Osogbo LGA? .

2, What is the condition of upper basjc Sehog|
environment in Osogbo LGA?

3. What is the predominant school ENvironmep in
Osogbo LGAY

Hypothesis

One null hypothesis was formulated to guide the study
and will be tested at 0.05 level of significance,

HO,: There is no significant relationship between

school environment and learning outcome of
upper basic students in Osogho LGA.

Methodology

The study employed a descriptive survey where the
opinions of the participants were sought for. This
rescarch design was selected because this study
intended to check the relationship between school
environment and learning outcome of upper basic
school students in Osogbo Local Government Area,
Osun State. The population of this study comprised all
upper basic schools in Osogbo Local Government
Area, where 25 (twenty-five) schools were sampled as
the targeted population. From this, 8 (eight) students
were randomly selected. For this sample, simple
random sampling techniques were used to select 200
participants for the study.

The instrument adopted for this research work was a
self-designed questionnaire and the achievement
scores of students (pro forma). The first questionnaire
was designed purposely to gather information from
the respondents on school environment. The second
one elicited information on affective domain of the
respondents. The questionnaire was close ended,
comprising of Sections A, B and C. Section A
comprised of demographic information of the
respondents while section B and C comprised items on
school environment and students' affective domains
respectively. The response format was be a four Liker
Scale of SA-strongly agree, A-agree, D-disagree and
SD-strongly disagree.

The questionnaire items of the demographic data in
section A was analyzed using frequency counts ;
percentages. Section B was calculated using
percentile, mean and standard deviation for the
research questions, multiple regression was used 10
test the hypothesis generated.




[NTEHN

ple 1: Demogra phic Data of the Respondents

ATIONAL JOURNAL OF CONTEM PORARY ISSUE

5 IN EDUCATION (Vol. 4, Issue 2, 2022

Ta :
variable Frequency Percentages (%)
"--E}-I:E der —
Male 425
Female ?fs 57.5
Total 200 100.0
r"l.g'E
9-10 years 3 2.5
11-12 years 125 62.5
13 years and above 70 35.0
Total 200 100.0
School Location
Rural 168 34.0
Urbanl 32 16.0
Total 200 100.0

Resulis in Table 1 showed that 200 students
participated in the study out of which 42.5% were
males and 57.5% were females. Also, 2.5% were 9 to
10 years old, 62.5% were within 11 to 12 years of age,
and 35.0% were 13 years and above. Furthermore,
84% were selected from schools located in rural area,
while 16% were selected from schools located in
urban area,

Answering of Research Questions

Three (3) research questions were answered in this
study. Research question 1 and 3 were answered using

mean and standard deviation, research question 2 was
answered using percentage. The outcomes of the
analysis are reported in Tables 2 to 4.

Research Question 1: What 1s the learming outcome
ofupper basic school pupils in Osoghbo LGA?

To answer research question 1, the leaming outcome
of upper basic school pupils in Osogbo LGA was
analyzed using mean statistics with a benchmark cut
off score of 50% as shown in Table 2.

Table 2: Learning Qutcome of Senior Secondary School Students in Osogbo LGA

_ Minimum Score Maximum Score

Mean of the Overall Scies 5.D

320 72.0

58.55 7.34

Results in Table 2 show the learning outcome of upper
basic school pupi[s in ﬂgughn LGA. As shown in the
lﬂble, the leamjng outcome of upper basic school
Pupils in Osogbo LGA was average with a mean score

§!‘ 38.55% considering the average benchmark of
0%,

Research Question 2: How is the condition of upper
basic schaol environment in Osogbo LGA?

To answer research question 2, students' responses on

school environment in Osoghbo LGA were summed
and subjected to percentage analysis. The minimum
score, maximum score and range score obtainable
were 28, 94 and 66 respectively. The range was
divided by the two status of school environment
(favourable and unfavourable) and the cut off was 33,
Respondents with scored from 28-60 were regarded as
learning in an unfavourable school environment,
while respondents with scores from 61-94 were
regarded as learning in a favourable school
environment. The result is presented in Table 3.

Table 3, Upper Basic School Environment in Osogbo LGA
e ——

School Cut of Range Frequency Percentage (%)
— Environment

Favourable 61-94 Il ﬁi5

Unfavourable 28-60 133 Iﬂﬂ.g
—_Total :

79
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HHE'r:h Quﬁ"ﬂﬂ 3: What iS thE prcduminam

" sic X
Results in Table 3 showed the condition of upper ba school environment Osogbo LGA?

school environment in Osogho LGA, As contained in
the table, 44.5%, of the sampled students learnt under
untavourable school environment, while 55.5% leamnt
under Bavourable school environment, This i that
upper basic school environment in Osogho LGA was
tavourable.

To answer research quesrilun 3, students’ respopgg, o
the different school environment in Osogbo | ¢
were summed and subjected to descriptive Statistes of
mean. The output is presented in Table 4.

Table 4: The Predominant School Environment in Osogbo LGA

SN Items Mean Ranking =5
I School Physical Structure 234 4th
2 Classroom Experience 2.53 2nd
3 School Location 2.50 Ird
4 Stall-students Relationship 2,57 Ist

Results in Table 4 showed the predominant school
environment in Osogbo LGA. As shown in the table,
the predominant school environment in Osogbo LGA
was stafl-students relationship,

Testing Hypothesis
HO,: There is no significant relationship between

Table 5a: Model Summary of Relations hip Between Se

Basie Students in Osogbo LGA

school environment and leaming outcome of, upper
basic pupils in Os0gho LGA . nmm——m

[n order to test the hypothesis, responses on school
environment and leamning outcome of upper basic
students in Osogho LGA were subjected to multiple

regression analysis, The result of the analysis is
reported in Table 5,

Model R R Square

Adjusted R Square

Std. Error of the Estimate

| 0818 0.33 0.008

1.100

Results in Table 5a revealed that school environment
accounted for 0.33 representing 33% of the variation
m leaming outcome of upper basic students in Osogho

Table 5b: Regression Analysis Sh
Outcome of Upper Basic Studenis in Osogho LGA

LGA, with adjusted r square of 0.008 and a standard

eror of the estimate of 1,100, The significance (p-

;uh]ut} and F-valye of the analysis is presented in Table

owing Relationship Between School Environment and Learning

Model Sum of Square Mean Square = s
Regression 0.818° 7.958 1.507
Residual 234.662 194 1.210 1.32 0.26
Total 242,620 99

a Dependent Variable: Leaming Outcome

b Predictors: (Constant), School Environment

*P<0.05

Results in Table 5b indicated that school environment
significantly contnbuted 1o leaming outcome ofupper
basic students in Osogbo LGA was seen in the degrec
of freedom of 5 and 195, with F-ratio of 1.32 that is p-
value of 0.26. On the basis of the results, the null
hypothesis was not accepled. This means that there
was sigmilicant relationship between school
environment and leaming oulcome of upper basic

students in Osoghg LGA. The
each of the Components of
presented in Table Se.

relative contribution of
school environment is

Discussion of the Fiy ings

One of the resulis of (e findings showed that senior
secondary 1HE|Illl-LI| sudents leaming  putcome in
Osogbo LGA is on the Werage with a mean score of
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46%. As pnﬁilﬂﬁ by E:Edﬂfﬂp, (2017), Learning

jcomes are defined as 'scts of knowledge, skills
T::.l-' "+ competences an individual has acquired and/or
# ble to demonstrate afier completion of a leaming
: css, either formal, non-formal or informal.
L -smlh':g outcomes are defined as 'statements of what
"mm.gr knows, understands and is able to do on
ﬂ,,m ietion of a learning process, which are defined in
{erms of knowledge, skills and competence’ (C edefop,
2014). As documented by Ceqcfﬂp (2016), astudent is
caid to have acquire the required learning outcome if
he has achieved leaming, creativity and social
competence at the end of a learning sequence. Arul
Lawrence and Vimala, (2012) view academic
performance as the knowledge acquired in formal
sstructional activities usually obtained through a
score, prade, average or assessment. Fajola (2008),
used the notien of academic self-concept in referring
1o individuals' knowledge and perceptions about
themselves in learning outeome, and convictions that
they can successfully perform a given academic tasks
at designated levels. Leaming outcome could be
related to the achievement of competence in the three
Bloom Taxonomies i.e. Cognitive, Affective and
Psychomotor Domain.

Also, the finding showed that upper basic school
environment in Osogbo LGA 18 favourable (55.5%).
This finding is in consonance with the study carried
out by Arul Lawrence and Vimala (2012) who carried
out a study on the school environment and academic
achievement of standard sin students, the study
reveals that the urban schools have betier school
environment than rural schools.

School environment can also be considered as the
second teacher since space has the power 10 organize
and promote pleasant relationships between people of

flerent ages to provide changes, promote chmg:es
and activities and for its potential for sparking
different types of social and affective learning {Okeke,
2001 & Mick Zais, 2011). It has been generally
aceepied that environment and heredity can hardly be
separated from education in influencing achievement,
hence u child's 1if: and ability is influenced by nature
and nurture. Heredity provides the natural disposition
“"h']f a healthy environment makes available a
Window of opportunities to the learner, learners also
Need safe and healthy environment 1o grow and learn
(Byoung-suk, 2012). The environmental differences
and the differences in the quality of instruction from
e school to another can create differences in the
leve| of knowledge acquisition of the students. This
Shows. that the learning environment and facilitics
ch"ldf““ are exposed to have greal influence on their
leaming outcome.
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Furthermore, the study revealed the predominant
school environment in Osogbo LGA to be stafl-
students relationship and classroom experience. This
finding was in agreement with Ellerbrock & Kiefer
(2010) who reported that trusting., caring, and
respectful relationships between students and
teachers, provide emotional and cognitive support,
and are crucial for students’ development. Building a
caring relationship includes maintaining a connection
and a reciprocated relationship. Teachers can also
exist as a bridge between the students and the school.
Teachers play a major role in helping the students
learn positive, caring attitudes towards their school,
including their sense of caring towards their school
community. Teachers should also seek to create a
supportive environment in which students feel they
are important, respected, and cared for.

Conclusively, the study showed that there was no
significant relationship between school environment
and leamning outcome of upper basic students in
Osogbo LGA. The finding is in line with study of
Olokooba, (2020) who investigated School Variables
and Upper Basic Students' Performance in Social
Studies in [lorin, Kwara State, Nigeria, the study
posited that School type and school structure are not
statistically significant on students’ performance in
Social Studies in the upper basic schools, Odeh. R. C
etal.,

This finding negates Odeh, et al (2015)who
investigated the influence of school environment on
academic achievement of students in secondary
schools in zone “A" senatorial district of Benue State,
Nigeria, the study reveals, that school environment
has a significant influence on students' academic
performance. Maduewesi (1990) referred to teaching
and learning environment as the setting, physical and
conceptual, in which teaching and learning are carried
out as deliberately planned. Learning environment
means classroom surroundings, physical facilities in
the classroom and teacher — pupil relationship.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the study investigated school
environment and upper basic school pupils' learning
outcome in Osogbo local government area of Osun
State , it revealed that learing outcome of senior
secondary school students in Osogbo LGA was
average with a mean score of 58.6%. The study also
revealed that the Senior secondary school
environment in Osogbo LGA was favourable to
promoting students' learning oulcome. The
predominant school environment in Osogbo LGA is
stalT-students' relationship and classroom experience.
Alsgo, it was discovered that there is no significant
relationship between school environment and learmning
outcome of upper basic students in Osogbo LGA.



Recommendations ;
Based on the findings of this study, the following
recommendation were made:

I Teaching and non-teaching staffs in SChDDu];
should develop with the students a go
interaction which is helpful in promoting
students' learning outcomes,

2. A well-programmed learning and teaching
environment which is conducive enough to

achieve effective teaching and learning should
be established.

Well trained and qualified teachers should be
employed in secondary schools
4.  Schools should be situated in a friendly

environment where teaching and learning take
place successfully.
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