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AFRICANISATION OF NUMERAL CONCEPT IN CHRISTIAN
RELIGIOUS WORSHIP AMONG THE IGBOMINA IN
EASTERN YORUBALAND

Aboyeji, Oyeniyi Solomon

Abstract
Human thoughts can be expressed both in words (letters

of the alphabets-ABCDE...) and figures (symbols
representing numbers - 12345...). Numbers are significant
both in the secular (mathematical calculations or statistics)
and the spiritual sense. This work reveals the biblical basis
for the popular adoption of some frequently used numbers
in both secular and religious programmes today. However,
correlation of such numbers identified, reveals that some
of such numbers had been sacred and prominent before
the advent of Islam and Christianity. Methodology used
include: oral interviews, observations, attendance at
ceremonies and festivals for careful juxtapositions and
scrutiny of printed materials. The study concludes that
Christian worship today often appears to be ritualistic in
nature due to the band-wagon effect of traditionalism. God
must however, be worshipped in truth and holiness; His
attributes does not customarily restrict Him to one-way
traffic or formula in his deeds and actions. Neither His
action nor attention can be won via repetitive or magical
use of numbers.

Introduction

A number is a mathematical object used to count, measure and label.
Numbers could be in various forms such as natural numbers, prime
numbers, highly composite numbers, perfect numbers, integers,
polygonal numbers, etc.! It is generally said that “‘numbers are
innocent; the fault lies with the person who is playing with them”.?
Mystical and magical qualities have been ascribed to numbers both in
antiquity and modern times. Numerology is the study of the occult
use or supposed influence of numbers? or any belief in the divine,
mystical relationship between a number and one or more coinciding
ovents. Itis also the study of the numerical value of the letters in words,

Aboyeji, Oyeniyi Solomon, PhD, De.partment of History & International
Gtudies, Faculty of Arts, P.M.B. 1515, University of Iorin, llorin, Nigeria.
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names and ideas.’
the religion that is
Christ. Worship,

expressed in words as well as in deeds. [
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Christian worshi rwise’
hip otherwise called Christianity iy
based on the life, teachings and exampliézitl:? ;Zun

Christians due to rea i
i sons that will be identified. i
et{m?c ;z,u the wcf)rd Igl?omlna, refers to the peopl::e[ong (c);'c;lr]dmg. .
e m;;;ngs ound in eastern Yorubaland -natively s d et
i Igfeda ents across Kwara and Osun States i.e Ifglosrea I i
i i y& gir:Id Ila but also found within and o.uts'd Nigormi i
%\qu l%:eb gr 1131/ and Mosan dialects] and the land the loichgirla]; "
e hseo?;‘éi tbc?en know1.1 to be sacred and carz:full):l Egl'ect d b
Chriatiaest, Obsé::t]:lg);lbomma before the advent of Islame anc}l'
bt ; Y. in all religions, certai
imgo;etralgzeu;;c.i due to their connotative, lil%urgil::aiil:;r:(;ui:lll'(l e
! Biblicalib Is paper focuses on numerology in Christia erapeu.ﬁc
ol usaes;; (;i ;:)eme frequ}?ptly used numbers and tfrllevzroerrfglg;
o cases which is nothing oth i
s of the clergy or carryover of the ritualist?c ancelrrntgzrilcglz(:inm Itkle
ulae,

Church : ;
el ecrl; :;Hl}"oucpl:?g:i Ba.sed' on Doctrine and Worship Styles
the Roman Cat;folaimltyEls divided into three main denominations:
Christianity is hun ¢s, bBastern Orthodox and the Pentecost(.')al;s.
interpretations of sg on some doctrines. Different beliefs o .
Episc0pa1 e ome issues due to church leadershi suc?l 2
denominat,ional d%,ffenan and Congregational inform thg vari g
confirm that “And ;rences tqday,5 Nonetheless, I Corinthians erI%ug ‘
it s diversit'wre are'dfﬂ"erences of ministries, but the same L. ;i
all.” - The Holy Bibl;eflgf activities, but it is the same God who works alolri :
Nigeria (CAN) has cla awenu attests that the Christian Associati b
as classified the numerous churches into:’ ciatioi

1. The CSN: Catholic Secretariat of Nigeria.

2. CCN: Christian C ;
: ouncil of Nigeri o
Ie 5 { geria compr ;
C}?S;n;lumon, Baptist Convention, AfricaI; gg‘f t}ile Anghcgn
5 CPFNC Iimd the. Presbyterian Church rehMetho g
2 ol u{:)I li?:ofl;\l}z.stzm‘z Pentecostal Fellowship of Nigeria and Pent,
Church (CAQ) afjr{% TAhe CPEN comprises of Christ Apoict?;lt?cl
. € Apostolic Church whil
includes all other charlsmatic/ Pentecostal Cliuerf:}Iif fllifcl(::gonent
eeper

Life Church, Redee isti
P ety med Christian Church of God, Living Faith
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4, OAIC: Organisatiori of African Instituted Churches comprising non-
white Missionary founded Churches such as Cherubim and Seraphim
Church and former Aladura Group of Churches and several others.

5. NEF: Nigerian Evangelical Fellowship is Kwara State fashion of what
the National Constitution recognises as ECWA$/TEKAN"’
Fellowship Mission minded Churches in the category of ECWA,

UMCA?" and many others.

Biblical Basis of Frequently Used Numbers
Opinions are divided on the religious use of certain numbers in
carrying out some activities in the act of worship. While some see the
adoption of traditional repetition of certain words, prayers and
injunctions to be unbiblical, carryover of ritualistic or magical form of
liturgy; others see it (as characterised by many Christian worship
today) to be well rooted and established in the scriptures. For instance,
shouts of Halleluyah; Praise the Lord; the name of Jesus; Amen; the
Blood of Jesus; the Holy Spirit; Holy Ghost Fire; Holy; or recitation of
phrases and verses such as I shall not die, but live to declare the glory
of God; surely, goodness and mercy shall follow me, all the days of
my life and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever and ever, etc.
often times in frequently and specific used numbers such as 3, 7, 21
are used in public worship. In spite of the various denominational
differences and varying importance attached to numbers in the Bible,
it is quite obvious that the Bible uses numbers in pattern which no
doubts are not without deeper prophetic and spiritual connotations.
The Prophecy Code bulletin reveals thus:

Both in the Old and New Testaments, numbers reveal hidden
concepts and meanings that commonly escape the casual reader.
And throughout history, men with great minds, like Augustine, Isaac
Newton, and Leonardo Di Vinci, showed more than just a passing
curiosity regarding the importance of biblical numbers. Once more,
Jesus said, “‘the very hairs of your head are numbered.” (Matthew
10:30). So obviously, Bible numbers should be carefully considered."

t deal with all the numbers in the Bible but some
ith Christian worship today. At least 12
d out in this regard: 1, 2, 3,4,5,6,7,10,12,
with one or two
on and are not

This paper does no
commonly associated w

numbers in the Bible stan
40, 50, and 70. These examples well substantiated

Biblical examples merely serve as an introducti
exhaustive by any means."



404 FUDMA JOURNAL OF ARTS (FUDJARTS) VOLUME 2, SPECIAL EDITION 2010

1. The number of Absolute Singleness, Beginnin
Deuteronoxpy 6:4 (“Hear, O Israel. The Lordgour G(‘)gd,a ll;\‘t’: Il,{::':i
Ic;;\ei,: Ephesians 4:4-6; (One body, one spirit, one Lord, one fa ith, o
be;()) Iim, )(?Ielff;od and Father of all...”), John 17:21, 22, (that all m

2. The number of Division, Union and Witnessing: The Son hay |
natures: human and divine; two Testaments: The Old and Nu
Man is male and female. Romans 9 speaks of two vessels: one |
honourable use and the other dishonourable use. Two .typal
people: .sheep (good-heaven) and goats (bad-hell). There are
ages: this age and the age to come (Matthew 12:32, 13:39-4() a9,
M_ark 10:30). It represents the truth of God’s Word i.é. h«;o or tiuﬂ'
witnesses (II Corinthians 13:1) and a sword with two ed (]
(Hebre{ws 4:12), Jesus sent the disciples forth by two (Mark 6;
two witnesses and Olive trees in Revelation 11:3-4. Notabl l;: :
used 21 times in the books of Daniel and Revelation. s

3. 'I"he number of Godhead(Trinity or Divine Perfection: This number
is more often used number among different denominations The
Irmlty' consists of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The angel; or

Holy” three times to the triune God (Isaiah 6:3). See also Matthavg
28:191 IJohn 5:7-8 God’s divine attributes are three fold: Omniscient,
Omnipresent, Omnipotent; Love, Light, Spirit; Holy, Righteous an
Just. To so¥ne, it is also the number of divine perfection. There at¢
three qualities of the universe: Time, Space and Matter. To exisl
(except for God), all three are required. Each quality c;msists of '
Fhree elements; therefore, we live in a trinity of trinities e.g. Time
is one yet t.hree (Past, Present and Future); Space is one y‘et. three
(Height, Width and Depth); Matter is one yet three (Solid, Liquid
and Gas). Trichotomists believe that man is made of thre/e pgrts'
Body, Soul and Spirit.”* Human abilities are three (thought wordl
and.defad); three bear witness-I John 5:8 (Spirit, Water and élood)'
Ch;lst. is three Shepherds: a (I John 10:14-15) The Good Shepherd-'
speak.mg of His death b) (Hebrew 9:24) The Great Shepherd-
speakfng of H.is resurrection c) (I Peter 5:4) The Chief Shepherd-
speaking qf His glory. The three appearances of Christ a) He hag
appeared in the past to put away sin (Hebrews 9:26), b) He is
pr_esently appearing in the presence of God (Hebrews i3'20) and
will surely appear in the nearest future to those who awéit Him
(Hebrews 9:28). Again, the Father (God) spoke from heaven three
times (a) Matthew 3:17, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased” b) Matthew 17:5 “This is My beloved Son...; listen to
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Him” ¢) John12:28 “Ihave both gloriﬁed it [The Father's name], and will
glorify itagain.” Both the Tabernacle and the Temple consisted of three
parts: The Court, The Holy place and the Sanctuary.

. The number of Universal Truth or Creation, as in the four directions

(north, south, east, west) and the four winds (Matthew 24:31,
Revelation 7:1, 20:8). In Acts 10:11, a sheet with four corners
symbolises the gospel going to all the gentiles. The fourth
commandment is the first that refers to the earth; the fourth clause
of the Lord’s Prayer is the first that mentions the earth. The
materials of the tabernacle were four and so were the coverings
and the ornamentations.

. The number of Teaching and Grace (Redemption): First, there are

five books of Moses. Second, Jesus taught about five wise virgins
and used five barley loaves to feed 5,000. Israel came out of Egypt
five in rank (Exodus 13:18), David picked up 5 smooth stones to
fight Goliath (I Samuel 17:40). The Holy Anointing Oil was pure
and composed of 5 parts (Exodus 30: 23-25).

. The number of Man: Man was created on the 6" day (Genesis 1:26,

31); man labours for 6 days only (Exodus 31:15); the Serpent was
created-on the 6t day; the 6™ day commandment is “Thou shall not -
murder”. Also, 6 x 6 =36.36 +35+ 34 + 33 +32+31+30... 5+ 4 +
3 + 2 + 1= 666. 666 is the number of the antichrist significant in the
book of Revelation, as “666” identifies the beast (Revelation 13:18).
This number of man also signifies his rebellion, imperfection, works,
and disobedience. It is used 273 times in the Bible, including its
derivatives (e.g. sixth) and another 91 times as “‘threescore” and “60".

. Represents spiritual Perfection and is the Sign of God, Divine

Worship, Completions, Obedience and Rest: The prince” of Bible
numbers, it is used 562 times, including its derivatives (seventh,
sevens) See Genesis 2:1-4, Psalms 119:164, Exodus 20:8-11, etc. The
number is also the most common in Biblical prophecy, occurring
42 times in Daniel and Revelation alone. In Revelation, there are
seven churches, seven spirits, seven golden candlesticks, seven
stars, seven lamps, seven seals, seven horns, seven eyes, seven
angels, seven trumpets, seven thunders, seven parables in Matthew,
seven promises to the churches, seven heads, seven crowns, seven
last plagues, seven golden vials, seven mountains, and seven kings. *
There are also seven days in a week, seven colours in the spectrum.
Seven of the Ten Commandments begin with the word “not”. There
are seven eternals in Hebrews (Hebrews 1:6, 9, 6:2, 9:12, 14, 15,
13:20). Jesus said seven things on the cross (Luke 23:34, 43, Matthew
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27:46, John 19:26, 28, 30, Luke 23:46). Halleluyah occurs 28 timeg op 47
Hosanna occurs seven times; milk occurs 49 times or 77; Abaddon ol i
7 times; after the order of Melchizedek occurs 7 times; etc.
8. The number of New Beginnings: 8 people on Noah’s Ark (I Pater
2:5); circumcision on 8" day (Genesis 17:12). God made 8 covenaiil
with Abraham. ‘
10. The number of Law and Restoration (Divine Perfection): Of coura,
this includes the Ten Commandments found in Exodus 20; a-~ tently
of a Christian’s income is his tithe (Malachi 3:10); there were fon
plagues on Egypt (Exodus 9:14ff); 10x10 silver sockets formed the
foundation of the tabernacle (Exodus 38:27); there are ten “I am'
spoken by Jesus in John (i.e. I am the Bread of Life [6:35], I am the
Bread of Life which came down from heaven [6:41]; I am the Living
Bread [6:51]; I am the Light of the world [8:12]; I am One that bears
witness of Myself [8:18]; I am the Door of the sheep [10:7,9]; | am
the Good Shepherd [10:14], I am the Resurrection and the Life [11:25);
and I am the True Vine [15:1,5]). See also Matthew 25:1 (ten virgins),
Luke 17:17 (ten lepers); Luke 15:8 (healing, ten silver coins).
12. The number of Church and God’s Authority (Governmentul
Perfection): Jesus had 12 disciples and there were 12 tribes of Isracl.
In Revelation 12:1, the 24 elders and 144, 000 are multiples of 12,
The New Jerusalem city has 12 foundations, 12 gates, 12 pearls, 12
angels, 12 thousand furlongs or stadia in measurements while the
wall will be 144 (12x12) cubits, a tree with 12 kinds of fruit 12 timen
a year eaten by 12 times 12,000 or the 144,000 (Revelation 21). Thera
are also 12 months on the Gregorian calendar. '
40. The number represents a Generation and Times of Testing
(Probation and Trials): It rained for 40 days during the flood. The
- Israelites wandered in the wilderness for 40 years (Deuteronom
8:2-5), Moses spent 40 days on Mount Sinai (Exodus 24:18), 40 days
.of Jonah and Nineveh (Jonah 3:4), Jesus fasted for 40 days, etc.
50. Represents Power and Celebration: The Jubilee came after the 491!
year (Leviticus 25:10) and Pentecost occurred 50 days after Christ's
resurrection (Acts 2).
70. Represents Human Leadership and Judgement: Moses appointed
70 elders (Exodus 24:1); The Sanhedrin was made up of 70 men;
Jesus chose 70 disciples (Luke 10:1); etc.

Others which are given significant recognition in both spiritual and secular
gatherings include the jubilees such as the silver (25), golden (50), diamond
(60, 75); the centenary (100-year period in dating system), etc.™
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‘raditionalism in Modern Wotship
ll‘ml.ly, many people claim the Bible says what it does not. Laclt: of
Biblical knowledge makes it very difficult for some chuth mem e;:‘s
(o differentiate between traditions (occult/magical practice) and the
li{ble. Christians, like adherents of other religions are expected to relate
with God in spirit, word and deeds. It is ngtal clegr‘that manyfgf (;hez
ronverts (Christians) from African Trad{tlonal Rehgpn (ATR) fin C;
very difficult to consciously or unconsciously part wﬁh some words
of incantations, Yoruba figures of speech and maglcal numbers in
prayers or Christian worship. Some prayers are.tl%l d'ate regardecel
(ncantatory in form. Intermarriage between Chrls.trfmlty an sg)lm
aspects of Yoruba figures of speech/ prover!as, idioms, para .tes,
yimiles, philosophy, and logic are evident. For instance, why idnus. a
(‘hristian ignore making references to the scriptures d'u.rmgl
congregational prayers or sandwich such references with tl‘éfl 1’;1(;;\a
uxpressions such as: water quenches flames as ’the s’h'ov’ve\r.s\ ofa kst len
rain quench or put an end to dry season (on 1 pord ind, 0jo kata : tz }’:l
pord ogbtlé); the wind does not blow wifhout tou.chmg the t}'elclas 1pts lcfe
forest (aféfé kan koni f' ké md kan igi oko_ lam)‘; the river replenlisb es kl Oe; .
(ibiidw ni £ omi, abitdw ni t 0do); flowing river dqes nqt loo ba? (
koi san ké bojii wehon); a dog cannot snatf:h or kill a tiger cub from a
ligress, its mother (ajd kvijd Iml léhvn 'kiin); when fire dies, it covers
itself with ashes, when banana tree d,ies,/it\s sgcke.zr replaces it t(}Zln ind
bikii, afi eérii bojii, bi ogede bdkii, afi Iml ¢ dipo); it will be well wi ' y(l)lu
ill the end, it will be easy for you, cocoya’rn’fet’ﬂ? Cf)m\fo’rte?ble in :he
garden (yi 6 y* [ kalé, yi 6 ro6 l6run, gbede i r’I kol/co.l’agl.ulzla’); }usf gs’k e
leaf falls off a tree without harming it (gégé bi ewe t.um jdbo ldra igi ti lzg
pa igi lira); a vulture does not die young ux}les§ it becomes. \;lery 9 it
(igtinnugiin kof ki I'éwe, afi k6 dariighd kang?); it will be well ;Nxt Ileous,)o
is always well with the pigeon, the dove alway§ feels comforta e,w i]i
like the pigeon, it will be well with/ you, and l,1l<e’ t:he’df)\\rs,\ l?{olll’ i
always feel comfortable (Yi 6 y* 6, yiy* ni y' 'ylé, riro ni ro adaba ofr .
yid de o l6rin miike); parrot does not die in the cause of seeking its otoh
(odidré ki kii s'6ko vwd nkan j'); a banana tree; do?s\no’t st}a)\/ r\lea.r e
river and become fruitless/barren (0gede kvi gb.odo ko ya agan),.etc.
Usually, many of the items mentioned in the .o'hke ethe mcantghoni
might have been used to prepare occult medlc_mes 1l;ecause many o
such medicines are accompanied with incantations. .
It stands to reason therefore, that when some 'people .le.ave
traditional relfgions, it takes many years before? traditional rehiglons
can leave them. In the real sense, Christ and the Bible are above culture.
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The use and application of some numbers in Christian worship today i
notl}mg other than carry over practice of ritualistic formulz: s;i:ltl:uteo/:hl“{l.
For instance, some people say, “in the name of Jesus”3x before they uay:
any other thing in their prayers. Recently too, some church leaders in M
course of leading public prayers and sermon, do instrt;ct th
congregations to repeat after them, tell somebody at the left and right )
back apd front several repeated words such as “Call the name of%al
threg times with fire on it” or “Call the name of Jesus three times and als
theil fire of the Holy Spirit to it”, “You shall not die this year”, “It is wall ;—
Ia:s 4 sr’erslgz‘r:?s"e. to concluded prayer in the superlative is “ Amen/3x, i\
Al‘l said in these specific numbers, be it- three, seven or twen
one.tlmes, are practices which have no root in the Scripture. Jesus
Cl}rlst only publicly shouted in a loud voice “Lazarus” once Wl';en H.»l
lrla}sed h_im from the dead (John 11:44) and “Talitha cumi” mean :
. “little girl, I'say unto you, get up” in that of Jairus’ daughter (Mar “
5:41)-. There is no instance of repetition or use of long words in all Hiy
healing and nature miracles in the Gospels" (Matthew 8:15, 9:6, 28, Mark
2:5; 3:5,. 5:8, 34, 41, Luke 8:24, etc.). Efficacy or potency is therefo;e not
determined by the number of times the name of God is called bu;: the
state of heart of the petitioner with his God (or faith of the supplicant/‘
clergy in conjunction with the congregation) and most importantly, the
unmerited mercy and grace of God. Folaranmi attests thus: @

. We are told by our Saviour to pray in His name. Six verses are
devoted to this injunction in the book of John (John 14:13-14; 15:16;
16:23-24, 16:26 cf. Matthew 18:20)...The traditional way is tc’) m;kc
or present your requests after some words of gratitude (with the
congregations response of amen only at appropriate places) and end
Ehe prayer with “I pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and
Saviour. Then the people will say (the final), “ Amen.” Each prayer
item may not end with “in the name of Jesus”. Prayer is like writing
a letter; you do not sign your name on every paragraph or at the
end of each point. No matter how long or how many pages your
letter has, you only sign at the end of it." o

He (Folaranmi, 2013) further argues and submits that:

However, I do not see anything wrong ...where the naine of our
Lord and Saviour is mentioned several times at appropriate places
We can start or continue or even end the prayers using varieties of"'
phrases but we must not employ words that will ridicule the church
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and our Lord. Mentioning the name of Jesus a number of times
before you say anything is a ritualistic formula, a magical use of the
name of Jesus. Calling the Holy Spirit three times as a formula (in
prayer meetings, night vigils, deliverance services, etc) is
meaningless and unbiblical... Apostle Paul wrote, “Brethren, do not
be children in your understanding...” (I Corinthians 14:20). He
contended, “If therefore the whole church should assemble together
and all speak in tongues, and ungifted men or unbelievers enter,
will they not say that you are mad?” (I Corinthians 14:23). Similarly,
if the whole congregation will shout “ mi Mimf o! ;mi Mimf o!! mi
Mimi o!!l”” Holy Spirit Holy Spirit Holy Spirit, will people who are
passing by not regard this as madness or insanity? God is not deaf
(Isaiah 59:1). Praying this way is paganism... In the same manner,
our Saviour did not tell us to pray in the name of “the blood of °
Jesus” (let alone repeating it at specific number of times). *

Symbolic Objects and Coded Numbers

Regular and irregular jingling of bells centrally hung around the church
premises are traditionally decoded in most Igbomina villages to
announce or remind of normal (scheduled) services and as well as
emergencies (i.e. obituary). In most cases, bells are successively jingled
or rung for the number of times at the discretion of the sexton. Usually,
the warning (get ready) bell precedes the final, in the interval of thirty
(30) minutes in order to ensure promptness and punctuality. When
the hung bells are jingled intermittently (usually at interval of three),
it suggests unpleasant occurrence or bad omen. Again, like the ringing
of hand bells in most Aladura churches during worship, the Catholics
do pray the rosary® (in numbers) which is the story of the New
Testament. Through the beads, the life of Mary is followed from the
angelic visitation till the day she was crowned Queen of Heaven as
well as that of Jesus from the moment the Holy Spirit came down on
Mary, through his childhood, his public life, his cruel death on the
cross, the joy of Easter when He rose from the dead, to the day He
ascended to Heaven in glory.! Howbeit, the point of emphasis of this
paper is not the prayers of the Rosary, its importance and formulae but
the notable and specific numbers with which some of the actions involved
are carried out. Such numbers include: 1, 9 325 7:10,12-20, etc.?

For instance, praying the rosary include: Christ Have Mercy (once);
One Glory Be and the “Fatima Prayer” to finish the first decade; Lord
have Mercy (twice); Hail Mary (thrice); each Mystery®has five decades;
seven Sacraments; Hail Marys (ten times after Our Father/Glory Be
which ends the first decade); 12 The precious blood chaplet; there are
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20 mysteries to think about - 5 the Joyful Mysteries, 5 the Mysteries uf
Light, 5 the Sorrowful Mysteries and 5 the Glorious Mysteries, Comimiun
during the Mass are: 3 repetitions of “Oh Sacrament most | loly, €
Sacrament Divine-All praise and all thanksgiving, be every momenl
thine”; 3 times repetition of Jesus I Love You, All I have is yours. Yours |
Yours L want to be, do with me whatever You will”; 3 Bible readings in eveiy
Mass (1* and 2" by the laity and the 3™ by the priest).*

Causes of Bandwagon Effect of ‘Ritualistic’ Use of Numbers i
Christian Worship
i. Interdenominational Influence: Frequentjoint interactions du rln#

local/state/national Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN)

programmes, change of pulpit® arrangement during the annual
Bible Society of Nigeria Week of Prayers, invitations (crusaces,
concerts, pilgrims’ valedictory and thanksgiving services,
deliverance services), ceremonies (weddings, burial) and use of
external guest speakers are strong magnetic factors leading to liberil
or relaxed doctrine.

ii. Traditional and Cultural Mentality: Before the advent of Islam
and Christianity, some numbers were frequently used and already
had their spiritual connotations. For example, the tradition of oi¢
king (Iba) on the throne per time; one human head; first (beginning)
number of a kind; one sun; one moon; annual events/festivals
annual crops/farming; etc make number one (1) noteworthy. Paits
of some parts of the body or items; prerequisite for contests (lwa
sides opposing sides in games and competitions); comparison,
agreement/ treaties; Ifz Corpus (Okanran Méji); twins (Eji); breaking
or cutting of sacred items into two equal halves (kolanut, yam);
palm tree with two heads in Odo Ir! (c}pl ya meji ni Akitim[);* two
seasons of the year; etc. make number two notable. Number three
is the most important in: making abracadabra; invoking the spirity
of the dead (*mlta laun pe oku ni popo); calling upon the ancestral
gods of most of the Igbomina gods; usually three strange souns
of a bird Pogun! Pogun! Pogun! or PlgbIn! Plgbln! Pighin! after which
twenty or thirty people must die in Ila- Orangun?; ritual foods
taken to or found in T-Junctions-Orita Mita; three days celebration
of Esii Festival in Oke-Oyi (propitiated with one fat pig and twa
big snails); triplets (,ta); three main times of the day and life
(morning/afternoon/evening and birth/wedding/burial); el¢,
Other numbers prominent in their activities include: four, as in the

ii

=
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four cardinal points (igun inérérin agbiyé), four-seeds play in Ayo Game -
(jerin); five, as in fingers, a symbolic representation of a hand, sorting
of money/ coins in five, and the most common interval of five market
days (Ija [riin) days in popular markets such as Ganml, Idifian, Oro,
Omu Aran, etc.; tradition of the first seven crown princes and

rincesses of Yorubaland®; seven days of the week; no false claim in

ta lji Shrine lest such died before seven days in Iji Isin®; seven days
celebration of Alaguso Festival in Jjara Isin; eight (8" day naming
ceremony; Idun Oro-the Festival for the king in Ila-Orangun for thirteen
(13) days starting with Eka ritual on day one to Isinro on the thirteenth
day;* Aworo Ose Festival in Ila Orangun for fourteen (14) days);
Egungun Festival in [la Orangun and Oke Ila for seventeen days (17);
twenty four (24) hours of the day; restraining from or performing
ritual acts for specific times and dates prescribed by the seer or during
festivals as dictated by custom; forty (40) days mourning by a widow
usually in black attire; etc.

i. Hymns and Lyrics: An example is Hymn 22 “Holy! Holy! Holy!” in

Sacred Songs and Solos;** Alleluya! Alleluya! Alleluya! in Yoruba ECWA/
UMCA Hymn 111,%%stc. Some of these are also found as bold

- inscriptions at church entrances, on the wall, banners, etc.

iv. Revelations/Prophecies: Like Prophet Isaiah heard the angels say,

“Holy! Holy! Holy!” (Isaiah 6:3), so can it be received of any in
dreams, vision or trance to do certain things in a specific way. Like
Pastor Isaac Omolehin, the founder of Word Assembly
International’s progressive graduation from forty (40), seventy (70),
and now one hundred and twenty (120) days Shiloh Annual
Crusade (though outside Igbominaland); so do others with varied
instructions. Such could be good news, a message of impending
doom or remedy with immediate action within 3, 7, 21, 40 days
lest death becomes imminent following 3, 7, 21...days.

. Apparition: The origin of the Holy Rosary which is widely used by

the Catholics can be traced to the receipt of the Holy Rosary by St.
Dominic Guzman, the Spanish Priest® from the Blessed Mother
Mary. Sequel to his futile efforts in Christianising the Cathars/
Albigenses in Southern French countryside in the year 1208, he
prayed fervently for their conversion and a remedy for his failure.
Then, Mary appeared to him with the message of hope and taught
him a specific method for preaching the Christian truths of salvation
according to the mysteries.*
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vi. Speci i 1 i
Special Services and Transfers: Little is no influence of externgl

t;;lreeaéhers a;d service leaders in the course of the worship. They holid
Subf):gs an thus blow f:he tune for the congregants to spontancouuly
. ds‘ifflously or hesitantly respond. Periodic transfers of clm'glﬂ'
' a different background and from one region to another sug ol
- importation .and adaptation of new habit and practice. g
ILC%ZEZ; Ii;r)é-slvgfracle: In tlge iourse of seeking solution to the multifarion
man and his insatiable wants in solution
' ns rou
:iers, pll;gphets, del{verance ministers like doctors prescribe ogr d ecll‘;lr'l‘
PS:;; St }Ialsgts (reading/recitations of chapters in the Bible-usually
, fasting, prayers, bathe) to be done at i
mmonths and postures without questioning. .
v111MiCI;ssir5t;dlyzof Bibl;cal Heroes: Jesus for instance, started Ilin
years, fasted for 40 days, rose from ;h
. s e dead (
third day (Luke 24:46); Prophet Elisha commanded Naman l'll'::

Syrian captain who became leprous to bathe in River Jordan sever

g)stti;n?s (2 Kings 5:10,1.4); Esther and all the Jews in Shushan
o ; . I:{)Irm ?>a dgyjjanﬁ nights to ensure victory (Esther 4:16); the
nded Joshua and the Jews to march d Jeri o
Gl hroun Jericho seven
: y (Joshua 6:15-20); Daniel was noticed
praying three (3) times daily (Daniel 6:10); Job el
sanctification of his children early in every i P
. ific : y In every morning (Job 1:5); et
ix. Individual Will, Social Sta . i
; tus and Societal Infl !
Remembrance services and anni ies i s moa
versaries i.e. days, weeks,
ye;rs, decade rerpembrance Silver Jubilee, 40t13, birthda; nézl;‘tjl;s:;
Jubilee, 70th anniversary, centenary, can be done at will ,

Purposes of Numbers

[(jlzr;esalrilely,l :1 number is a matl'lematical object used to count, label and
e T..Od COHI}? .be a concise equivalence of words expressed in
Churc.h leazy, choice numbers have become a tool in the hands of
il O ers, svents progra.mme co-ordinators, prophets and
bk Cal:lc:)l:real(;;etltl(; icl)lctf‘me, leadin(g:hof the Spirit, faith and
: vironment, oice numbe
employed or emphasized by corporate and individuals f o
up purposes such as: Adoration/Doxolo (i.e HuIa ;5 iy
P.rophecies/Revelations; Therapy (i.e fasgt)il it O)'I"HOIY! HOIY!);
rivers, etc as prescribed); Il;)rya;ers/De?i;erf:;rj;?tzgob;tgll:rgldl?

Instructions/ Announce
2 1 ments; Records d
; Sanlerin ( ates, calendar) and EpOCh-

il v

*
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I'he Facts in the Study

I'o call upon the Name of Jesus in prayer is scriptural (Psalms 50:15,
John 14:13-14). However, there is nowhere in the Bible where it is
prescribed that Jesus’ name should be called three, seven or any
specified number of times at the commencement of a prayer. Neither
is it scriptural to pray, as some people do, “in the name of the blood of
Jesus”.® The number of times to pray is simply put as “pray without
ceasing” (I Thessalonians 5:17) ; to give thanks always (5:8); rejoice in
the Lord always (Phillipians 4:4); making requests (Matthew 7:7); ete.
No particular number of times is enforced.

The Bible does not negate mourning the deceased as it has records
of those that were mourned i.e. Abraham mourned his wife (Genesis
23:2), Joseph mourned his father (Genesis 50:1), Israelites mourned
the death of Samuel (1 Samuel 25:1); etc but it does not state specific
period to mourn. Records of times/days the Israelites mourned their
beloved vary i.e. Jacob was bemoaned for 70 days in Egypt (Genesis
50:3); Moses for 30 days (Deuteronomy 34:8); Aaron for 30 days
(Numbers 20:29); Saul and his children for 7 days (1 Samuel 31:13);
and no records of mourning days after the demise of Joshua (Joshua
24:29-30); Eleazar-(Joshua 24:33); Miriam (Numbers 20:1); Eli and
children (1 Samuel 4:18-22); Stephen (Acts 8:2); etc.% It therefore
suffices, that the forty (40) days customary mourning for a widow is
nothing but a carryover from the traditional practice.

Vis-a-vis forgiving one another and church discipline, truly, Jesus
answered Peter to forgive 70 times 7 times (Matthew 18:20) but in the
real sense, Jesus does not give a legalistic or mathematical formula.
Rather, He means limitless forgiveness.”” Holy Communion is also
decided by the discretion of each church administration as the
injunction in I Corinthians11:24 is simply put after He broke bread
“_..do this in remembrance of me”.

On the whole, only by the faith, obedience and holy living of
everyone, shall he be heard, accepted and healed by God. The
agreement of the congregation or an individual or oneness in the spirit
with whatever is prophetically or prayerfully pronounced (i.e.
prophecy, dreams, prayer and fasting) or prescribed (do’s and don’ts)

is germane.

Conclusion
It has been well established that from time immemorial, certain

numbers have been so significant and sacredly treated because of what
they connote. Often times till today, prayer becomes so repetitive that
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eff_lc'acy comes to be attached to the correct repetifion rather than to (i

spirit and content of prayer. It is also believed by many Igbomina (hut g
certf:un elements of prayers must be repeated or prayed a stated nuim by
of tlmgs or the whole prayers a prescribed number of times a day al
presc.rxbed hours, special divine names called a number of timey |y 4
certain order. This has erroneously come to stay. Since the Bible does 11l
specifically and compulsorily recommend some commonly uged
numbers and repetitions of them as it is today, it only shows that tlig
adopted use is principled on the cultural setting of the people, doctring
of the church as well as emulation from case studies from the ’Biblc. )
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THE NIGERIAN MILITARY AND INTERNAL SECURITY
INTERVENTIONS SINCE 1999: ASSESSING THE
CHALLENGES TO NATION-BUILDING IN NIGERIA
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Abstract

Since the return of democratic rule in Nigeria in 1999, there

has been increased involvement of the military in the

maintenance of internal security in the country. Several
Internal security operations have been undertaken by the
Nigerian military under different codenames such as

Operation Lafia Dole, Operation Zama Lafia, Operation
Crocodile Smile, Operation Safe Haven, Operation Python
Dance and recently, Operation Ayem a Kpatunia to forestall
peace in different parts of the country. But certain questions
that beg for answers by majority of Nigerians stand clear.
For instance, why is it that the military are quick to respond
to internal security challenges in other parts of Nigeria, but
feet-drag in her responses to the same internal security
challenge in another region in the country? Are there
specific types of internal security challenges which the
military are expected to defend against in the country? If
not, why do they respond to other internal security
challenges and totally ignore to do same to other similar
internal security threats around the country? The way in
which the military performs or responds to internal security
challenges coupled with the politicisation of military are
serious setbacks to nation building efforts in Nigeria. This
paper through the use of documented information and oral
sources, examines how the military’s internal security
operations in the country have impinged nation building
process in the country. The paper suggested increased
numbers of military personnel; reorientation and retraining
of personnel, increased funding and purchase of equipment
as well as entrenchment of professionalism in the institution
enable it perform her functions to the nation adequately.

Aondowase Hembe, Department of General Studies, Modibbo Adama

University of Technology, (MAUTech), Yola. i
Lt J.A. Hembe, 4 Demo Battalion, Nigerian Army Infantry, Jaji Military

Cantonment, Kaduna.



