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ROLE oF BORSTAL INSTITUT

JUVENILE RECIDIVISM IN NIGER1A

By

Abdulraheem-Mustapha Mariam A *
Abstract

are not “bory Criminals”
Cresultant effoct of which s

cn’minuljustice System's ca
Juvenile offenders into th
cardinal objectiv

with the Nigeria

rdinal objectiyes of rehabilitation and reintegration of

€ society as Jaw abiding Citizens. To achiey
es, the Nigeria Child Rights Acy (CRA), 2003; the Borsta]
Training Institutions and Remand Centres Act, 1962 were enacted to provide for
the rehabilitation of juvenileg who are in conflict with Jay or beyond parenta]
control. Despite the legal regime, the author observes 5 disrurbing trend in the
increase in th Juvenite recidivism Studies have ghoyw
i mitted by chilgre,

¢ these

€ rate of in Nigeria, n an

Jjuveniles, The paper adopts analytic
analysed the eXisting
not there are lapses j

 the areas of juvenile r
findingg revealed ¢

hat the |

al training
5 optimally in ensuring an effective and efficient
reintegration of juvenile delinguents ingo the society, The result
of which is the increage in juvenije recidivism in Nigeria. The paper recommends
proper implementatiog of the mode]g identified,in the CRA together ang Family

therapy models in order to achieve the rehabilitation objective ofjuvenilejustice
Systemin reducing juvenjje recidivisn,

been able to perform their ro]
rehabilitation and

Keywords: Juveniles, Delinquency‘ Borsta] Training institution, Child Rights Act, Model,
Recidivism
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Agamsi ﬁler&mbﬂimm and reintegration objective of juvenile justice system, R ;
s juveniles who come out of those correctional facili
cﬂpabletﬁfbemgxemtegrmd back into the mainstream society.

One of the Nigerian correctional institutions for the juvenile delinquents which is ¢
main focus of this paper is the Borstal Training Institutions.” Borstal training institution in
Nigeria is fashioned after the English model. The government of the Federal Republic o
Nigeria in its publication on crime and quality of life in Lagos in August 1980 postulated
that the establishment of Borstal training institution is aimed at effecting reform b;
inculcating habits of industry, se¢lf-respect and self-control through manual labour;
games, physical training and mental education in juveniles. Meaning that, the main targetg
ofthe institution is the rehabilitation of juveniles.’

Regrettably, there has been increase in the rate of crimes in Nigeria today with th
involvement of both adolescents and juveniles. This assertion can be justified from the
alarming rate of juvenile delinquents in the correctional facilities for committing one
crime or the other.” Evidence from studies conducted in 2013 revealed that out of the 2115
custodial institution capacity, there were 1306 juveniles held in custody for offences?
ranging from property offences (30.72%); offences against person, offences agaiﬁst the
state, moral offences and victimless offences amdng others." This position was confirmed
by the author in a focus group sessions 1-3 at Abeokuta in Ogun State, Horin in Kwara$
State and Kaduna in Kaduna State” where the key informants claimed that, it is no
uncommon to see students discharged from Borstal institutions reverting to juvenile
delinquent acts and some of them even commit crimes and eventually find their way
back to ptisons. To them, this occurrence usually takes place not very long after the
students have been discharged from the Borstal training institutions. This position is in

4 ) Ditts, The New Politics of Crime and Punishment: Youth Justice in England and Wales.?

(Roger Mathews & Jock Young, eds., 2007). i

Presently, the applicable law is the Borstal Institutions and Remand Centre Act Cap B38 Laws of the
Federation of Nigeria, 2004 which is a replication of the 1960 Act.

ibid

L Samctz, J Abren, & S Yuan, 'Rehabilitating Youth through Housing Rehabilitation' (1994) 45 (3).
Jnmnu/ of C ormmomll Education , 142-150.

AE. Idy gh, Report on Chall of Borstal lustituti Remand Homes, Reformatories and
Approved Schools in Nigeria submitted to the Fedeval Department of Social Welfave, Federal Miniswy
of Women A flairs and Social Development, Abuja, NigeriaJune 2013,

9 Focus group session at Abcokuta, Horin and Kaduna dated 12" Maych, | 1% April, 8° May, 2018,

o
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come out o;thOSel :ojrlfstxc'e SYStem, thendem with the existing literature like Danbazau," Alemika and Chukwuma,"
Teevonal faclht‘e%wadialo” and Abdulraheem-Mastapha” that Borstal training institutions are not

Soctety, - equipped to serve their statutory functions and the stated objectives of rehabilitation and

+ reform are defeated.

[

b
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g&ve::; eio::.tt;:r:elz:il?:t;‘:ﬁn i‘g s&gafnst .thisvbackground, this paper aimed at exa}n'ininlg thf: rgle oflcorrlectignél facilities
life in Lagos in August 1980 p:stulizct ‘; g hmx_tmg its scope to a'l) the thrfze Berstal trammglmsmgnons 1‘n lN‘lgena in order to
ion is aimed at effecting 1 af ~ascertain how Borstal ullterlvennon has reduced _)uv.em]‘e rsectdmsm. The author
‘muposefully selects these institutions because presently in Nigeria, they are argued to be

that, thie s:i;a!:f’“’ the preferable_ juvenile correctional institutions that provide for both education énd
' get?i}ssca(ion trainings. To confirm this assertion, is a study that shows that Borstal training
Zstitutions ranked first in the juvenile justice administration with 663 out of 1.258
-sespondents representing (53%). With 554 (44%) out of 1,258 respondents, Remand
Home was ranked 2" in the Juvenile Justice administration. With 517 (41%) respondents,

eform by,

uveniles, Meaning

of erimes in Nigeria today with the

ed from the;

F7d

o

e

i

A

mes and eventually find thejy ways |

RINg institutions. This position is in

z‘ng/mld ane Waley, 71

Centre Act Cap B3§ Laws of the

| Homes, Re form.
sacial Wel

Government Approved School was ranked 3% in Jjuvenile justice administration. This was
wed by Prison with 501 (39.8%) and lastly the Police Cell with 457 (36%)."

Fasthermore, the paper interrogates the extent to which the Borstal training institutions’
imeerventions have enhanced the economic and social well-being of the juveniles in
Mageria. To achieve its set objectives, the paper poses the following questions: (i) Is there
‘@dequate and effective legal framework in Nigeria that help juvenile delinquents to live a
.ameee positive life as opposed to recidivating to crime and or delinquent acts again? (ii)
e the Borstal training institution rehabilitative models effective to cause juvenile
%quems to live better lives free of criminal activity? (iii) If yes, are the models
fective to address juvenile recidivism in Nigeria? (iv) If no, what model would be more
Wpﬁatc to address juvenile recidivism in Nigeria and (v) To what extent has the legal
mmework and inodels complied with the international and regional instruments dealing
mith juvenile recidivism.

institutions Teverting to juvenile

akes place not very long after the

habilitation’ ( 1994) 45.(3),

Dainbazau, Criminology & Criminal Justice (Nigeria Defence Academy Press, 1999) 48,

Akemika and Chukwuma, (n. 3), 72.

Wszdialo, The Criminal Procedure of the Southern States of Nigeria, (1985)Ethiope Pub.Co.Benin-City 93
4 M

BX A ipha, Child Justice Administrati iPAfrica (2019), Palgrave Macmillan, 120.
i 35-36

atorics and
Ifave, Federal Mipisay

" April, 8* May, 2018,

KWASU I,
SR Page 22 KWASU LAW JOURNAL




KWASUE.J, VOL, | NOL T, 2020

5 In order to give a clear view of ths peper's investigation on Borsial truning imnstitutiond

pventle recidivism, 1t adopts anzlytical and qualitanive  research meths gl :

des o content analysis ol e existing literature e of Mamewark 4

L with reierence d

orsta. imshitetions’ syonerpy nreducing juveaile ree

m Nigeria. C quently
the paper wdenbities and recouits 2 small number of samples that previde 1<y

wefrmazion sbout the centel phenomenon. Uitimately, tie author secured pot less thals

{3 Key Informants " in cach Borstal wostivnoen
State’ where all the Bo
cachi.”

n

rstal metutions stoated, (hoth g

VORI M s LN R

Participants |

1 s 3
and professions &

nersornel. ' Soctil Workers, P

nologists and Secioloiss, The cuaitan
analysed using content azaivsis W delgrmine the role of Berstal innomng instwitons i

T

reducing juvenile recidivism in Nigena e order w arnive at proximal co
findengs. The table below s

cluston on the

s detanls back ground wtormacon o the par
Horstal tramming tostitutions '

tcipants iron

§ Qap v el e

S wn J Dk

(Lurdeey, O30 fonia,

LS LA ¢
2 & fur e pumoss of s pemes are
of e Poces Tocge sad tizy are saddod wali the respocsibil
costoute ihe Juvesule oltender 2 C

o e 2

KWASE LAW JOURNAL



20

o Barstal training institions
tve’ research methodo ogies
“ature and fegal framework 1
Al lramework with reforence o
‘ism i Nigeria. Consequently,
amples that provide n-depth
he author secured not Jess than
focus group sessions in each
ipscomprised of' § participanis

¥4 [Tom various backgrounds
2 institwtions' <12f,” Police
5. The qualitative data were
arstal teaining institutions jn

1 oxy

conelusion on the
ition of the parucipants from

® TSI ANCL] prgictinnes,
racedires ned Toctalyucs

Hz e ke v a1 281 ol ol
rE s ch

e f Fives (i o
Chanme Kty

e Col Sein,

0ol Siwg god

Poasibo sor of secviging
4. Se2 Borsul g
i

st & March 2016

CWASU LAW JOURNAL

W

)
’.

KWASUL.J VOL. I NO. [, 2020
D i Unli of .A'ml_\;h

Suft ul ool me i

Occapetin Lecatisn

Teaching, Muw'wal . wuin

Kerirormamg <13 leacheng, s S5
1 I XS
sl
| Key Irtormans 113 Iexching, Vae Abockula s 1
| azd wralive
vall
Focam Crrap Sewwine: | ¢ ooz o DY

e |
Fes Uruup Ses<un ? | % i Redare L]
l'uul}mlrs.'lcm‘. Sovesilensd Wernesa Cenee | Molice tocee Abockaly | PhEes

1 Mirsstry of Women AlTeirs ard | Secn! Wieser, ionn | s

| Caik Cevelopren #10 |

ey AfTare ard | Scery! Worssr, Radens
ad
cinoga

— e e —
Focus Girogp Sesaon d ary of Waren Affsore ard | Sean
| il Develigreent

: BACKGROUND TO THE BORSTAL TRAINING INSTITUTIONS IN

NIGERIA

The busis for the proteciion and rehabiltation of juven:le offenders has its buckground
fram the Constitution ol the Federal Republic of Nigesia 1999 (s altered), Specifically,
Section 35 (13 (d) of the Consutution which provides thet:
Every pesson shall be entitled to kis personal liberty and no persen shull e
deprived afsuch likerty save in the following ceses and tnaccordance with a
procedure pernutted By law- in the case of a person wha has rot attained the
ape of eighteen years for the puspose of his education. o2 welfiare
The imtendment of this constiwutional pravision can be underscored from the fact that a
child who is adjudged o be in conflict with the faw, peeds special care and protection or
child beyond parental control should be specially treated for the purpose of reintegrating
them back 1o the society. It 1s on this premise that the Borstal triming institutions are
educating, rehabilicating and reforming the child offender
. In order 10 realise this constitutional
create conducive environmnent for the

established for the purpases
for effective rantegrated back into the soci
provision therefore, it becomes germane to
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