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. , Teligious penetration through
missionaries, deceits and treachery. Lagos and ljiebu were conquered in 1851 and 1892 respectively. Due
o the long-drawn wars among the Yoruba, which characterized the period between 1877 and 1893, the
Btish colonizing forces had little difficulty in overrunning, wherever necessary, the Yoruba speaking area
miitarily. This was because the people were already war wearied and could only put up weakened
resistance against the superior fire power of the imperialist army. Precisely, the colonising British
authorities became involved directly in the Yoruba wars in Oyo, Ibadan, Ekiti and ljesa homelands and
concluded various ‘treaties” in which they claimed th

at the indigenous rulers ceded control of Yorubaland to
Briish authorities. Thus, through one form of negotiation or another and in exchange for imperial protection,
Governor

Carter of Lagos signed ‘treaty of friendship and commerce' on the 7t January, 18932 with Egba land, while

the remaining Yorubaland came under British control in piecemeal fashion. With the exception of Egba
land, the establishment of colonial authority over Yorubaland was established.®

The British Centralised Despotism in Colonial Western Nigerian .

The British concluded the subjugation of Yorubaland through diplomacy, coercion and subtle force
wherever it was deemed necessary. In other words, the incursion of British conquerors into the
hinterland was accomplished gradually through a combination of diplomacy and military campatgns;].
It could be said that Egba land was one of the few African states that survived the scramble, thoug
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One of the negative effec tali :
of indigenous social and elioorfocﬂgr:?hsm on African societies was the disruption and replacement
global capitalism, for the purpose of ructures, sub.-st_ructures and superstructures with structures of
benefit of the metropolis Ad]::) f 01 éasy appropriation and expropriation of local resources for the
ccondary sources, this -Studypézgqc‘;hedhtlstorlcqlIresearch method, consisting of both primary and
British colonialism up to 1960 plored the political economy of Yorubaland from the inception of
i of e Y , and revealed how the British supplanted the well tested pre-existing
Pt R ol € Yoruba people with the Native Authority system. The study found that the
i . 10d t? q e British predatory tax system in Ago Iwoye in Yorubaland, which the people
T b e iy a”d, _””friendh’, rendered the people and their culture vulnerable to the
exploitative tendencies of British colonial machineries. It also found that the British predatory and
parasitic tax demands triggered the violent resistance that erupted in Ago Iwoye, liebu Province in
1954. The study concluded by deconstructing the racialised argument that taxation will always lead
to societal development. In reality, if a tax system is unholy, exploitative and burdensome on @

people, it has the potential, always, to degenerate into disturbances, war, anarchy and other dire
consequences for the polity.
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Historical Background
Britain conquered Yorubaland through the use of superior weapons, re

missionaries, deceits and treachery. Lagos and ljebu were conquered in 1851 and 1892 respectively. Due
io the long-drawn wars among the Yoruba, which characterized the period between 1877 and 1893, the
British colonizing forces had little difficulty in overrunning, wherever necessary, the Yoruba speaking area
miltarily. This was because the people were already war wearied and could only put up weakened
resistance against the superior fire power of the imperialist army. Precisely, the colonising British
authorities became involved directly in the Yoruba wars in Oyo, Ibadan, Ekiti and ljiesa homelands and

concluded various “treaties” in which they claimed that the indigenous rulers ceded control of Yorubaland to

British authorities. Thus, through one form of negotiation or another and in exchange for imperial protection,
Governor

ligious penetration through

Carter of Lagos signed ‘treaty of friendship and commerce' on the 7" January, 18932 with Egba land, while
the remaining Yorubaland came under British control in piecemeal fashion. With the exception of Egba
land, the establishment of colonial authority over Yorubaland was established.®

The British Centralised Despotism in Colonial Western Nigerian -

The British concluded the subjugation of Yorubaland through diplomacy, coercion and subtle force
wherever it was deemed necessary. In other words, the incursion of British conquerors into the
hinterland was accomplished gradually through a combination of diplomacy and military campaigns.
It could be said that Egba land was one of the few African states that survived the scramble, though
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conclusion

This stut_iy has Fjgmongtrated that the British colonial administration adopted direct taxation in order to
finance }ts admmls_tratlon t.hrough the instrumentality of the Native Authority who operated a severely
oppressive fax regime, while the abuse of office by tax officials etc., provoked disturbances and riots in
Ago-lwoye In Yorubalalnd. One could also say that the Ago Iwoye riot was organised by dissatisfied
peasanf groups, who violently protested against economic pressure and misrule imposed upon them by
highhanded rulers. In fact, tax related issues between the people and the colonial government
constituted a reason for the disaffection of the people towards the colonial government policies. Also,
disruptions of the Ago people’s social events, unfair and discriminatory tax regime, arbitrariness,
favoritism, new judicial impositions, and prejudice associated with the newly imposed tax, all combined
to spark the people’s anger against the British overlord. The people were generally opposed to the

socio-economic and political changes that came with the imposition of colonial rule, changes that
conflicted with the sociopolitical culture that existed before the coming of the British.

Indeed, we have seen that the indigenous people, particularly the resource poor peasant farmers, were generally

uncomfortable with the British new tax regime and could not tolerate the intemperate nature of the Native
Authority government's coercive compulsions. In fact, the high handedness of the Oba, v\fho could no longgr_be
relied upon to competently protect his people against perceived parasitic colonial economic, cultural and political
impositions was also significantly responsible for the restive tax war lh?.:lt occurred _1n.1954. One could say that
the peoples displeasure with the predatory and pqragitic colonial tax po!lcles and the‘bulrden they
imposed on the people triggered the reaction of the indigenous people against the authoritarian nature
of colonial rule.

' ‘ it ' ' ' d the authoritarian
Finally, this study concluded that the British predatory coloptal taxation policy and the r
naturg of their Na}(’ive Authority was @ fundamental major clog in the wheels of sltablhty. during the British
rule in colonial Southern Nigeria. Indeed, the British policy formulators were |n§en5tt|vg to the S'{t)cti)?é
cultural milieu where they operated. Most of their policies were not premlseq on a just, fair and eg LIL i ;
arangement. They failed to put the issue of taxation in proper perspective and thus came
resolving the age long antagonism between the ruler and the ruled.
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