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Abstract s i .
Creativity is the act of originality, ability to do things in a way that is virtually different from the way
other people do it. It is often said that it is good to do things creatively in order to know, while thinking
is the ability to ponder deeply in order to find solution to a problem or to criticise it. It serves as a L
skill for survival in the vast challenging contemporary world. The purpose of this paper is to
encourage individuals, especially learners of the Yorubd language, to develop the ability of or the skill
of problem-solving. Also, it focuses on how individual students could use whatever they learn in
Yoruba language and literature to liberate them from the problems they might run into and become
critical thinkers. Creativity and critical thinking made us to appreciate literature and creatively
compose a poem for our teacher, Abdul-GaniyyAbdus-Salam Qlddosu in both Yorubd and English
langaages. The poem actually eulogises the totality of Qladosi. In conclusion, language learners,
specifically Yoruba language learners are therefore, encouraged to be innovative, creative, great
thinkers and cultivate the ability to solve problem of whatever nature. *

g 'KEywqrds: Creative, Critical Thinking, Yoruba Literature, Problem-solving, Approach
- Introduction
People tend to respect those who possess extra ordinary quotient of everything. The quotient
varied from one kind to the other, it may be knowledge, intelligence, richness (having too miuch “'.
money), beauty, handsomeness, creativity, critical thinking, singing and dancing in musical industry.
Thinking remains onc of the major requirements for good quality life. Creativity on the other hand, is
ired from every child; this helps him or her in coping with various activities in his or her immediate
iety in particular and larger society in general, Literature, be it written or oral, encourages
jals. {gm by discovering things by themselves and also helps them to solve problems by
ypractical way of dealing with them, learning from past experiences. By implication therefore,
) red from literature could help individuals to solve one life problem or the other.
iture, children could learn that their future and that of the society depends largely
perpetuation of the institutions, laws, language and values inherited from
edge of literature could prepare and equip children with the
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knowledge, skills, mode of behaviour and beliefs for playing their roles in adult life. In the Yorubé I
society, especially in traditional society, for an individual to be regarded as educated, they should '
conform to the norms of the society; they must be of good character, obedient to constituted authority; ]
and must have respect for customs, conventions, superstitions and laws of the Yoruba society. '
However, someone who could not think deep may not see any virfe in such societal norms.

S Young people and adults alike are, of course, constantly learing the basics of survival and

"% being part of a community (society). As they study and apply wha they acquire or leam in language
and what they gain through literature, they would run into one problem or the other. The way they
approach and solve this problem depends largely on their creativeness and critical thinking
ability. Therefore, the focus of this work is to look into how creativity and critical thinking enhances..» »
originality and solving problems in education through Yorubé literature hence, the production of a
poem in both Yoribd and English languages to acknowledge the work of Professor Abdul-
GaniyyAbdus-Salam Qladosu.

Concepts of Creative and Critical Thinking

Every individual is specially created and endowed to specifically accomplish-a mission on
earth. To accomplish this mission, one needs to be creative. Creativity is the ability to generate noble
response to problems and challenges as well as the ability to generate and implement new ideas
(Amala, 2016). It could also be described as originality in the way or manner of creating or inventing
something. The ability of individuals to produce composition, products or ideas of any kind which are
essentially new and novel could also be regarded as creativity (Iroegbu, Unegbu&Ndoh, 2016).
However, without critical thinking.one cannot be creative.

Creative and critical thinking is needed from every leamner of Yorniba language at every level
of education, be it informal, semi-formal or formal education. This could be the reason some of the
set objectives of teaching and learning Yoruba at the basic and senior secondary education level centre
on learners’ creativity and critical thinking. Being creative involves having and using original or

" unvsual ideas to accomplish something (Halpern, 1996). Creativity is a highly desirable attribute since
micro and macro societies increasingly needed members who can solve problems in innovative ways
in tae face of an uncertain future. There are particular traits and conditions needed for creativity and
problem-solving to flourish. Some of these include: a spirit of inquisitiveness or cunosity and

- adventure; an ability to respond intuitively to visualise possibilities, a willingness to consider ideas
divergent ways; and the provision of a safe but challenging learning environment that enables

individuals to take risks, make mistakes without the fear of ridicule, and feel free to solve problems in
their own ways. -

One of the skills needed for success and survival in this complex 21% century is cntical
thinking. In sciences, most people equate critical thinking with problem-solving and apply their
anderstanding of basic concepts to a task for which the solution is not known in advance (Johnson,

: 2018). By grappling with a challenging problem, children extend their leaming. Critical thinking
i about literature is not so different, If someone wants children to engage in higher order thinking as
i they read, perform and discuss literature, the following some important elements could be included in
problem-solving activities. | - -
x One of such key elements is genuine-intriguing questions. Before individuals can be creative
- and think critically, there must be something to be creative in and think critically about. Everything in
“‘this ever-challenging world needs to be thought about and the thinking should not be a mere one; it
r Another one is divergent answers. Just as genuine problems in science allow for
ies and solutions, a discussion-worthy question about a piece of language or literature
multiple interpretations or answers. In shared inquiry discussions, considering divergent
, children to find deeper meanings in a given task (text) problem.Another major &
followed is ample evidence, As in sciences, for an answer or a solution to be i
evant reasons behind it. Likewise, ideas about the meaning of literary text (i.e. S

il_ il
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| dmmq‘ poetry or prose) must be supported with evidence from the work itself. Evidence and reasoning
make ideas valid and debatable; this is because without evidence, ideas are simply guesses.

The Yoriiba encourage their children to make conscious choices and find solutions to any given
problem through creative processes The Yoribé children learn by working on problems, this enables
them (o acquire new knowledge while solving problems. The children are expected to observe,
understand, analyse, interpret, find solutions and perform applications that lead to holistic
understanding of any givenconcept. Tackling or solving problems in an imaginative, innovative and
creative ways involve criticalthinkihg. _ ~.2%, -

Critical thinking is used to describe the use of those cognitive skills or strategies that increase
the probability of a desirable outcome, thinking that is purposeful, reasoned and goal-directed: the kind
of thinking involved in solving problems. Halpern (1996) equates critical thinking with desired thinking.

This, according to him, is because both concepts focus on desired outcome.Critical thinking involvesa .- -

wide range of thinking skills, leading to a desirable outcome. Modemn society is becoming more
complex and information is becoming more available and changing rapidly, prompting users to
constantly rethink, switch directions, and change problem-solving strategies. This is because the world
itself is a changing phenomenon. Hence, many things experience changes in this ever-changing world. -
Thinking creatively helps every child, irrespective of the society he or she belongs to develop -
higher-order thinking skills by prompting him or her to relate new knowledge to prior understanding;
think in both abstract and conceptual items;apply specific strategies in solving tasks; and understands
his or her own thinking and leaming strategies (Daramola, 2004). In the face of this complex society,
itis important to prompt creative thinking in children to support them in their transition from childhood
to adulthood. Doing this is to shape their (children) own thought processes,because this period isan
ideal time for them to begin to develop thinking, leaming, and metacognitive strategies. Creative and
eritical thinking provides children and adults alike with the skills to mentally process learning

experience and identify what they learned, and modify their understanding based on new information
and experiences.

The Concept of Problem-solving

Everyone is bound to make mistakes at one time or the other. This is because mistake is part
# oflife. Once the youth (children) realise that they can solve problems and no one will punish them for
making a mistake or tease them, they will look forward to tackling more problems and become self-
reliant in all areas of their lives (Zock, Francopaulo&Laroui, 2018). Building confidence in the
children in their quest to solve problems will definitely be a big feather in any society’s hat.The
children that are exposed to Yorubi literature would know that they can make an impact in the world
and solve problems and resolve issues with the knowledge acquired from Yorub4 literature. Armed
with knowledge gained from literature, the Yoruiba children can forge ahead to new problems to be
s . solved in creative ways.

Problem-solving is everyday’s life task. Once children accustomed to facing and solving
problems through critical thinking, they become stronger and greater assets, not only to themselves
~ but also to their family, as well as their micro and macro societies respectively (Shipley, 2003).
Today’s challenges are examples that involve immense problem-solving among many nations. From
. global warming to national security, the ability to solve problems, big or small, affects not Jjust the

g problem solver, but the society as a whole.
G i Being vast in literature and applying precise and appropriate language could improve the rate
- atwhich Yoruba children solve problems correctly. Children who are creative in their thinking would
- be able to recognise difficulties or complication, identify possible solutions, implement them and
ally make follow-up to ensure they are successful.Problem-solving is perhaps, one of the most
skills that a Yorib4 child can learn. In a world that is filled with information where work is
h the cliek of a button, problem-solving is a vital skill. Not only is creative thinking critical

oblems, it is also critical when working on problems with others,
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 Solvinga complex problem comes with a process (Elliot, 1997). According to him, this process
~ involves taking a series of steps in a certain order. Knowing how to tackle a problem as a whole is an
~important life skill. Also, learning to look at things as a process and accomplishing them is a positive
%1 benefit of problem-solving. Solving problems takes time — seconds, minutes or hours depending on
~ the complexity of such problems. Complexity in the sense that a particular problem may have different !
~ parts that needs to be completed. i
" To ensure that every Yorubé child becomes a creative and critical thinker as well as a problem
~ solver, three out of the seven broad objectives of teaching and Jearning Yoruba at the senior secondary
school level focus on creativity and critical thinking (NERDC, 2007). For instance, the third objective g

PR S R P18 A AT

expects the leamners to acquire the ability to read and appreciate major genres of oral and written
literature as works of art, and as vehicles of culture and history of the people. Also, the fourth and the
- fifth objectives state that leamners should be able to develop the ability to collect and transcribe oral
literature and also to create oral and written literature; and manifést creativity through composition of
short stories, plays, poems, etc. respectively. : | =
Though individuals who are not creative and critical thinkers may be able to read literature, :
however, they may find appreciating it difficult. This is because appreciation of literature goes beyond -
the surface of the text. Similarly, for individuals to be able to collect and transcribe oral literature; they
must have had an in-depth knowledge of this form of literature. Above all, creating and/or composing
any form of oral or written literature requires individuals to be creative and critical thinkers.Therefore,
3 critical thinking leads us to creatively compose the following poem on retiring lecturer of Arabic =
- Education, Professor Abdul-GaniyyAbdus-Salam Qlddosu.

Abdul-GaniyyAbdus-Salam Qladosu: Ake Ninti Akoni
Olorun iba Re

Oba t6 té sanmo-on bi eni téni

Oba t6 dayé oun orun

[ba ni fiin E 16j6 gbogbo

Mo wa riba ogaa mi pelu.
Abdul-Ganiy Abdus-Salam omo Qladosu
Ostip juba foorun
O tanmole farayé
Etu 16 ji ti ko ko K’Oliugbo
Y66 fese kokun ode ni :
Ddeni6pad : |
Onisonani 6 sifawo ¢ ranndé :
Kayé 6 lé ye mi
Ni mose wari fay¢
Kﬁtﬁ 6] lé ti mi ' . ‘
Ni mo se seba ¢éyan

Omodé ki i jis¢ fin baba ¢ ko jiya

no ki i jisé fin baba ¢ korire

10 0 sighodo jisé fin baba ¢, ko rarinnu

isalimi t6 so-Fasiti Ilorin r6
e

Scanned with CamScanner



nguage, Education and Religion

Abdul-Ganniyy 0 gaga alusi -
“Abdus-Salami 0 si kird bilisi %

Omg Qladosu o sanraa baadi

Bi eni iléitd 1t yo I¢nu

AT Ko si 16yiin sikin A : ' W

Bi ¢ni 6 ti mi likudi ' e o
AGAS 0 tin-in-rinbi ¢ni ebi i na nipasa ’
Ogd wa o diidd banabana
1wontﬁn-w6nsil’Adédéé- s¢dd ¢

Béré ba deré opolo

Qladosu &é weyin wo réra

Baba ni i se nini onimo

Baba ni i se nini ka mohun t6 yeni’
O kémi niweé, n d leegbaghé 14é

O kémi niwa ti o seégbagbé bord
Emi o kuku réhun ti baba 6 mo

O féran ¢k kojda yeyé

O féran ¢k¢ kojaa ka-si-n-kan

Eni baba bik) niwéé tikd bAmo on
O déju onitohtin 16 m6ri opé wé séyé
Eni t6 si k¢ niwa ti ko gbon

Bda ba fawé eléyun-unya, kdléewo

Omo Qladost gbagb¢ bii Muhanmodu
#Kikeé atgla 6 mia ba a
- Ojiléowé Musulumi ti ki i feruku siwaja ni
. Ogidi Miisulumi ti ki i farahdn poun i gbaawé

Boti fi sésin, bée 16 1 seld
Boti ii gbg terilétin i gbd tomo

i O dérita méta ya si métééta

Okita bii kéhin o si

Ko si sirtu iyg lawijo éépé
~ Abi, ta 16 réegun bi eyin ri?

Ko sékin miiran nigbé m¢ -
ba ti mi kanréanjangbon B o
sl magba #i "
AS nii rinmo nisé tii fa yati i

5L

o

tawodi-oke 6 fi gbgmolo
1 Sivjd ni

e s

Scanned with CamScanner




g da
b i v by
R s

By

% - Kiiki nibi bame

Agba t6 b 16mi n
fo dghd 16maa fipariwo

Qladogii 16 Iebtn-un k4 dékékodh mé dunji

I kiokan w4 ﬂ’mdalﬁnﬂél«)é

ye ighi thkékgo
B6o b pa ldlual‘ e léékpn;;bgba time

Olidogu o blwon sf ni dif 4big
ladogu & bawon sf nidif 016 dun tgiibélékun
nda Elédumare 1§ ko geé farawé
gni Adla bati ge logo
£0 nda ni ti¢ 16j0 gbogbo
Igi tAdla ba lokan, ki { wajilé

Awa tée ko nda réé o
A dupe peyin tée sabi 1€ 6dbbu
Eyin dadie 05016
Eyintif dakiik lggan 1ésé

dié mi nipé
K’Oba dké & métii il paya akéko
Titi tiwon 0mo bibi ré o fi Je dagi so
K’Oba 6 56 ¢ dé1é
K*Oba 6 si solé de ¢

To AGAS; the Proudly Prolific Pundit
Homage to You, God

The Lord that spreads the heaven like mat
Who created the heaven and the earth

At every break of dawn js Your homage due

I pay homage also to my master '
Abdul-Ganiy Abdul-Salam, the son of Oladosi
As the moon bows for the sun,

It nocturnally lights the world

The antelope that disregards the presence of the king of the forest

Shall be trapped in the hunter’s mantrap

And has its last breath with the huntsman

As amulet shall its skin be made by the craftsmen,
Fe i

25 s etﬂwtgmsh'ialboonstobemme,

Scanned with CamScanner




" ;"J.—;-‘;'_M Bk ‘3;.4‘ SRS A e ol g i R o 4 y A AN I AR AN e PV
SRR AR Ll e adeay LA

: Languﬂc, Education and Rellglm ‘ar National Dwew

I bow, I pay my homage.

We are one, the masthead that holds the' poles of the University of Tlorin

As no bird can act as the peahen, e i :
So is there no one that calves as the woodpecker. o

As there is no sprinter as the hare on the field,

So is there no one that somersaults as the brown #honkey

No bird flies headlong as the bat

Who can swim as the fish in the rives? - i

Abdul-Ganiyy is not tall insanely

Nor is he short demeaningly

The son of Qladosu is not fat ﬂatulently

As if infected by a dire ailment

Nor is his belly protruded like the Pregnant King
As the one who swallowed a trinket of talisman
AGAS is not ruefully slim

Qladosu is not outrageously black complexioned
So perfect! The Creator created him as a creature

When it comes to intellectuality,

Qladosu does not retreat

He is the core among the intelligentsias

The arch among those who know what befits someone
He taught me, I can never be forgetful.

He taught me morals that can’t easily be forgotten

I have not seen what he knows not

He loves education above board

He loves education far beyond imagination

He, who is taught by him and understands not,

No doubt, such is with empty head

He who is taught morals by him and remains want of wisdom,
To tear the certificate of such person is not a felony

The son of Qladosu believes as Muhammad

(Peace and blessings be upon him)

A devotee that does not engage in soothsaying

A true devotee that does not show off while fasting

A politico-religiously exposed person

He cares for both slaves and freemen

He who paths the three paths of a T-junction concurrently
The like of salt cannot be found in the midst of sands

“There is no other rope in the forest

After the selection of Kanranjdngben g —
And of Aghba, =

- AGAS sends and stands with his emissary

Unlike the carelessly forgetful hen

s back against her chicks for hawk to prey on.

duck and her ducklings,
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‘we are, your students
thank God that your hatched eggs are not wastes
The eggs that are now cocks
~ And hens to other chicks
My mantrais:
~ That the Time’s mother should live longer
Until her offspring will become clock

: Before the public service is performed to the virtual brim 4
B * To have taken on the public work to a restful degree 8
k& Without a blemish of ineptitude,
oy Glory is due to the Creator of man. :
As you retire from the public service, 3
Bt May the Good God and His angels be your company
e ~ Till on your restfully beckoning chair you reckon.

Conclusion - ' .
The researchers concluded that it is good to be creative and critical in one’s thinking as it

enhances great esteem and respect in the field of academia. This is so because people tend to respect

.those who possess extraordinary quotient of knowledge (intelligence). Creativity and critical thinking
also lead to innovative ideas i.e. originality or things that have not been done earlier by somebody.

_ Thus, the writers are the owners of this poem used to eulogise Professor Abdul-Ganiyy Abdus-Salam B

~ ° Qladost and it is relevant in the field of language learning and literary appreciation. Yoruba students,

- learners, tutors, instructors are therefore advised to be creative and critical in their thinking. This is

' use a teacher who is creative is bound to win the heart of his or her students and bound to be loved

oy them. Creativity and critical thinking could also minimise the act of plagiarism, otherwise known

ary theft and copying of other people’s research projects, dissertations, theses and other creative

rary works.
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