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Introduction

U URING THE COURSE OF ITS EXISTENCE AS AN INDEPENDENT COUNTRY, NIGE-

ria has had several incidences of inter and intra-ethnic violence, and the is-
sue is thought to have become worse and more persistent over time. More

than twenty thousand Nigerians have died in several distinct confrontations along
ethnic, religious, and other intra- and inter-communal lines since the end of military

grounds and In many cases, immigrants brought value t0
the economy by offering supplementary services that were unfamiliar to the local
population:
‘Among Nigeria's biggest, most politically engaged, and economically oriented
ethnic groups e the Yoruba and the Hausa, who are lso renowned forhavinga wide
range of rligious and cultural practices. Along with its many languages and multira-
“ial culture, he diversity s reflected in the variety of religions, The Hausa are a large
ethnic group primarily found in northern Nigeria, knov for their rich culture, lan-
guage, and history, with a strong influence in West Africa and predominantly Mus-
Jim faith whereas the Yorubs pri 4 in the South-West

P

part. The settlement of Hausas n the Southwest of Nigeran cites of Ogbomos vas
facilitated by the trade in kola nuts and livestock, as opposed to other factors. Over
time, this d i

forboth forge friendly
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tention “to contribute positively in callaboration vith Muslims
i a various groups”(Olomoluwa 2015)

ive examples of how Christians and Mustirs
The primary researches questions that this
- What basic circumstances backed the peaceful co-exis
“and Islam in Ogbomoso? What kind of patterns.
mmunities have in terms of their inter-religious
3

e two groups in the selected coi
lations? What a i relgions
the selected communities? How does inter-religious

it e i

relation between the

Oghomoso? How can

serene co-existence
gerta as a whole?

sonal services. The reason was due to the fact that after the affrmation of Lagoy 1y

f { take-

over of Ibadan, the irstset of people that were employed by the Brtsh nationals g,
Yorubas. i h ot

o

the process of laying the railway sleepers and tracks on the track bed that connects

Kano to Yoruba land contributed massively to these contacts. Ever since, the Hausy

ely cordial relationship.

forms of contex.
sects in Nigerta,
encounters concerning people may soon become attributed to lack of friendliness,
istrust, and panic. Ethno-religious clashes have been a pers
the country since the 1980s. In reality, this distrust and lack of goods
many ethnic components are the causes of it. (Nwanaju, 2005, p. 35)

On the other side, Ogbomoso has received accolades for its success in fostering
harmonious intergroup interactions from a variety of sources. At the beginning of
2012, 0n the occasion of the Soth birthday of the late Soun of Ogbomoso, the Para-
mount ruler of Ogbomoso-land, His Royal Majesty, Oba Oladunni Oyewumi, praised

the Ogbomoso community as *a pleasing exemplary of religious open-mindedness
where Hausa, who are primarily Muslims, and Yoruba community coexist and work
together in peace and harmony.” (Osuntokun and Oduwobi, 201, p. 201)
Unaffected by their religious affiliations, the Ogbomoso communi
with the Hausa community. According to a scholar at an Islamic Institute
Sheikh Mohammed Ogunsola said in a media interview that *it has defini
ple for other Headded i f the Hausa and
Yoruba populations “cannot be said about other communities that had experienced
religious ity among Christiz d Muslims.* Og interg
dynamics between the Hausa and Yoruba communities in Ogbomoso as aestheti-
cally pleasing by stating, “Our relationship is characterized by beauty” (Daily Trust,
2016). The Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN), Ogbomoso Branch praised leaders
of Islamic religion for “their unwavering obligation and assistances towards religious
coherence, concord, and National structure” in the beginning of February 2015. The
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but then the hamlet was ey
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Hiausa Community in Ogbomoso
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‘and other ways transitory from end to end Yoruba land..
10" hen Hausa immigrants in Ogbomoso asked for property in 1890 Soun Laoye.
the Baale (monarch) of Ogbomoso at the time, gave them a field that ultimately be-
e Gambari town. Many Hausa people moved there and eventually turned thelc
Felds into  Hausa village. This drew more Hausa residents from Ogbomoso's neigh-
Tbadan, Norin, Abeoku ind others.
. bari,inhab-
Ay of
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ftedby the I
fruits and P d
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but he rejected the offer and went back home. In recompense, Alaafin command-
ed Soun Ogunlola to take authority and be charge of the community he came from,
Soun's appeal to reside there and to keep to that spot was approved, hence, the place
became to be known as % Y g: “the home-based

samig
the ) boundaries. C
compass the present-day site of Abuduka Town.
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nd their Yoruba
commercial incentives, specifically in the form of inter-
regionaltrade. In contrast o the firt Sabo village in Yoruba land, which islocated in
Thadan, the foundation of the Sabo community in Ogbomoso was peaceful. While
Sabo Tbadan was being established, strong commercial rivalres existed, and Ibadan
satives even threatened to drive out Hausa merchants. One may wonder why these
Gistinctions exist. The Hausa in Ogbomoso asked for both farmland and a place to
build their homes. b i in the Gui

h i

The Hausa C d

primary imp
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>123<




LASU JOURNAL OF RELIGIONS & PEACE STUOIES | Vol 7, No. 1, February 2025

The primary hindrance to the founding of Sabo Ogbomoso was the
Parities between various communities, as it aimed to secure the economic
of the Hausa people.

0, situated northeast of the town, was the primary reason for the emergence o
iarters in Ogbomoso, & z
was traded, as was the case in other Yoruba settlements. The
sided over by Sarkin Zango, who was responsible for the ma
market. Th p i
individuals who occupied the aforementioned positions were freq
descent, having travelled to Hausa land and acquired fluency in the Hausa
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the Quran and Islamic teachings.
1n 1920, Soun Bello Afolabi Oyewu
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The setting up of Sabo quarters facilitated the allocation of power from host'

marketplace leaders to the ‘strangers’ traders. Establishment of Hausa col
i imed te i ‘hanism jal

tween buyers and sellers. The commission agent of Hausa origin commor

to as “yan Awanisho;” gained the trust of his fellow northerners who sought to pur-
chase livestock due to his perceived higher level of dependability in comparison to
his Yoruba counterparts. From the buyer catde, or “/aada” in Hausa, these brokers
got ission. The Hausa tradi present in Hausa land includ-
ed this. Similarly, Hausa landowners seemed to provide housing for Hausa land and

that we
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as “laada;’ the Hausa com-
traders. In
if din

e P
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munity initiated the p
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derstanding at the grassroots.

The application of the theology of

prosch the discourse with an ope

and ter
all

a,
Chris

universities
5. Itis Imperative that political leaders refrain from exploiting religion for
any purpose.
ought (0 be avoided.

Conclusion
Throughout the history of inter-religious ties in Ogbomoso, there exist numeros .
ic The, dy h: that the
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‘Conference of the Historical Society of Nigeria, Toadan,
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66.

stances of peaceful inter-
iding in Sabo, Ogbo intained
of several politca)

relations with their Yoruba counterparts, despite the occurrence
d g of

crises that
Nigeria, This has been accomplished via peaceful trade and business relationships,
inside the town, and the creation of

the formation of a quarter for the Hausa group i
i h ddition to market authorities.
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