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Chapter 11

Herdsmen, Farmers and the National Security under
Threat: Unveiling the Farmers and Fulani Herdsmen
Violence and Conflicts in the Niger Delta Region of

Nigeria

Odeigah, Theresa Nfam & Munyaradzi Mawere

) attoduction

the people of Nigeria. Though now practised at commercial level, the
iCtivities are still being practised at subsistent level. Nigeria and
Specially the Niger Delta Region is blessed with vast fertile land,
egetation, favourable climatic conditions and a large human
opulation. The favourability of climatic conditions have, however,
enerated fertile grounds for violence and conflicts between farmers

etween herdsmen and farmers have also become common in the
iger Delta Region of Nigeria because of the cattle open-grazing
stem. Because of the open-grazing system, the Fulani herdsmen’s
itle often eat up most of the crops on the farms. The consequent
olence between the farmers and the herdsmen has resulted in loss
lives, wanton destruction of crops, herds of cattle and other
opetty. The herdsmen in the Niger Delta Region are mainly of
lani ethnic group and this has brought ethnic and religious
ouration  to  the  conflicts and resulting  violence
altaaproject.com, 2018).

The security challenge in the Delta Region is serious especially
ause some of the herdsmen are from the neighbouting countties
il s Benin, Cameroon, Chad, Niger Republic and Equatorial
iiea as well as from amongst members of the Boko-Haram the
mic fundamentalist sect that is opposed to Western education and
S trying to create an Islamic State in Nigeria. Herdsmen have
implicated in the assassination of prominent people in the Niger
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Delta Region. They have also been implicated in armed robbeg
cattle rustling and other forms of criminality rampant in the regios
Open-grazing of cattle has been known to cause “road traffi
accidents” involving road crashes that attract reprisals from thy
herdsmen. The elite and highly placed Nigerians ate also reported]
said to own herds of the cattle being reared by the herdsmen. h
new and dangerous security challenge in the Niger Delta Regio
arising from conflicts between farmers and herdsmen, is that som
of the herdsmen are now well armed with sophisticated weapot
such as automatic rifles and pump action guns, knives, daggets, bows
arrows and dane guns. The farmers who are more in number, on thy
other hand, are usually poortly armed with only machetes and hoesa
their farm implements (Nairaproject.com, 2018). This means thattk
farmers remain vulnerable to attacks by the herdsmen. Mote so, thel
farming activities are interrupted exposing themselves and the natio
to food insecurity and related problems. '

This chapter critically examines the conflicts, the resultis
violence and criminality that have been associated with
relationship between herdsmen, farmers and the generality of
people of the Niger Delta Region. A historic-structural at
multidisciplinary approaches are adopted in this study owing tof
complexity and multifatious nature of the problem(s) und
investigation. The study reveals that conflicts and violence bety g
herdsmen and farmers of the Niger Delta are not new. They hayt
long history dating back to the colonial period — a period that fif
exposed the Niger Delta farmers to land and food inse utl
Concurring with Animasaun (2016), the chapter advances that f
recurrent herdsmen and farmers conflicts and the resulting pocke
of violence are a national security threat that should be nipped inf
bud.

The Fulani Herdsmen of the Niger Delta Region

The Fulani herdsmen are referred to as a group of people]
northern Nigetia, also known as nomadic or Fulani pastoralists, T
Fulani (as they are also fondly known) are populated and spread:
over Africa, but predominantly in West Africa. The main Fulagi
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igetia are in Fulbe Sokoto, Fulbe Adamawa, Fulbe Mbororo and
lbe Gombe, among other areas (N airaproject.com, 2017). These
ople are engaged in random movement with their cattle, goats and
eep from one destination to another, and returning later after
veral months or years to their original camps. The Fulani herdsmen
¢ mostly found in the Northern part of Nigeria and other parts of
est Aftica (facts.ng 20018). The bulk of the beef consumption in
fa is from the livestock supplied by the herdsmen. The cattle,
vever, are owned by very privileged Nigerians in politics or
iness. These cattle owners have powerful union known as the
etti Allah Cattle Breeders Association of Nigeria (MACBAN)
ich is said to be a very powerful group that has tremendous
luence on the government of the day. Some people have alleged
it this group is a very powerful and influential group and that this
ld be one of the reasons why herdsmen have not been arrested,

din the court of law and convicted for ctiminal offences so far in
getia (Toromade, 2018).

5 o ) i X

figure 1: The Fulani herder, grazing inside a farm

ourie: Vangnardngr.com, 2018
Ihe main occupation of the Fulani herdsmen is to manage the

8, by moving them around in search of grazing sites. In northern
tia, the business of rearing of cattle is dominated by the Fulani

239




and they have migrated to other parts of the country. Thel
herdsmen provide security around their settlements by m
security tools like dane guns, knives, bows and arrows fo
protecting themselves and their livestock.

Over the years, the movement of the Fulani herdsmen had
peaceful and not much of violence was tecorded because of
general low population density especially along their grazing g
(Sotiola, 2018). The fact however remains that, the Nig
population, including that of the Fulani herdsmen, has over the;
grown to about 180 million (Vanguardngr.com, 2018). This ing
in population around the country has encouraged blockage o
grazing routes of the Fulani due to personal and official strug
being built as well as increased population of the herds of cattle
the yeats. As a result of this obtaining reality and the increase{
rate of consumption of livestock meat in Nigeria, the
herdsmen move with their cattle to places where water and
sufficient for theit herds. As noted earlier, the herds ate ug
owned by individuals who are into business and trade. More 5o,
rearing of cattle is expected to boost agriculture from lives
farming and also to increase the agticultural yield of farmers and
to encourage violence and conflicts (Gambari, Agwai et al, 201 8).

The random and planned trans-human movement of the Fy
hetdsmen is primarily because of the grass and water that theit g
need in a seasonally changing environment. Because of the rive
terrain and the vegetation of the area in the Niger Delta, most Ful
herdsmen bring their cattle to the region in search of good paé
and water. The herdsmen, most of the time, would carefully stug
particular area before embarking on any journey with their cattle,]
availability of grass for their cattle is always the most important fac
and prized priority considered by the herdsmen, and also to ens
reduction of excessive gtazing in a particular spot. It is also pettin
to note that cattle’s grazing in Nigeria is a private business and ng
government venture. The political elites and rich people in Nige
are the main group of people in cattle business in the countty, us
the Fulani herdsmen, whose main occupation is cattle. This gl
could explain the enormous influence that the herdsmen wield s U




as the privilege of carrying Ak-rifles as they move from one location
to another (Abubakar, 2017).

Fulani herdsmen and farmers conflicts in the Niger Delta
Region

Decades ago, the Niger Delta farmers and the Fulani herdsmen
‘have somehow lived together in harmony. In the 1960s, the Federal
Government of Nigeria made attempts to introduce legislation to
guarantee major grazing routes for the nomadic cattle herdsmen to
avoid destruction of farmlands. However, because cattle rearing are
Aptivate business, this move could not be achieved and the plan was
eventually aborted. Part of the failure of the proposed legislation was
hat farmers and other citizens of Nigeria were not ready to cede any
of the land to the herdsmen. The Federal Government of
ligeria in the heat of the crisis mooted the idea of the establishment
f cattle colonies for grazing (or grazing reserves), but this was
themently opposed by some States like the southern Nigeria
loromade, 2018).
But when exactly the Fulani herdsmen and farmers’ conflict and
blence started did, remains a mind boggling and critical question.
e question is critical in that it lays bare the genesis of the conflicts
dviolence in the Niger Delta. In view of the question, we note that
Fulani herdsmen and farmer’s conflicts and violence have always
ed in the past, but it was always limited in scope and to some
5. Only between 1996- 2006 about one hundred and twenty one
ople were killed by the herdsmen having conflicts with farmers
huabunwa, 2018). The cattle herdsmen have also reportedly
ountered several cattle rustlers and a lot of such complaints had
i to the government and the necessary authorities. Unfortunately,
mpts to solve these problems have failed as the Fulani headsmen
P trespassing farmlands, destroying valuable crops. Farmers, most
fe times, are overpowered because of the weapons and firepower
he Fulani herdsmen (Adetula, 2016). In 2016, over one million
; hundred herds of cattle were said to have been rustled in
:a State of Nigeria one of the thirty states in Nigeria which
ominately 2 Fulani state (Vanguardngr.com). Several herdsmen
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(Edoko, 2010). In recent
Fulani herdsmen hag bec




ftequency and scope because the cattle herdsmen now carry
itomatic weapons against the farmers who most of the times are
larmed, resulting in multiple clashes and fatal reprisal attacks (Odey
)1 7)
* These attacks have also occurred in several other parts of Nigeria
ch as Benue, Nasarawa, Taraba, Ondo, Cross River, and Delta
ates, among others (Ohuabunwa, 2018). In the Niger Delta Region,
ese same attacks have occurred and maintained a regular crescendo
gulfing farmlands and farmers. In the Niger Delta states and
pecially in Bayelsa State, people have been thrown into mourning
llowing recurrent attacks by the Fulani herdsmen and this has led
: people suffering unprecedented hardship and insecurities in the
nds of the herdsmen. Perennial suffering and tears of sorrow
lowing as incidents of killing, rape, robbety, destruction of
mlands have always been afflicted on the people. In a recent
ident, the Fulani herdsmen attacked a 52 year old woman and her
year old daughter on the farm from Ofumwengbe village in Ovia
uth West Local Government area of Edo State using machetes on
em (Osagie, 2018). Such attacks have become a major threat to
mers who are no more able to do their business because of the
at of being attacked by herdsmen (Nairaproject.com, 2018).

In their quest to find good grazing sites for their cattle, the Fulani
tdsmen have also attacked the people of Okuku in Yala Local
overnment area of Cross River State living a lot of people dead and
vetal others displaced (Calabarreporters.com, 2018). Some of the
gtims were students of the Cross River State University of
echnology, Okuku campus. Consequently, most farmers in the
et Delta Region have abandoned their farmlands because of fear
the Fulani herdsmen (Abdul Abdul-Rasheed, 2017). It has also
enl reported that the Fulani herdsmen in the process of grazing,
ped 2 women and injured three other people in the Delta State in
tiocha North and Ughelli South ateas of Delta State (Nseyen,
18). The recurring attacks of Fulani herdsmen have become a
oblem to farmers, especially amongst Cross River State indigenes
bdulsalam Abdullahi, 2018), who feel insecute and vulnerable not
lly to attacks by the Fulani herdsmen but also to famine and hunger.
ftacks have become a routine in Cross River State; in the 7% of
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December, 2017, the Fulani herdsmen attacked
community in Odukpani Local Government atea f¢
invasion of the herdsmen living over 200 hundred familié
(Ike, 2017). This community was also invaded by the hete
took their cows into the farmlands of the people. Duting#
it was discovered that the Fulani herdsmen had so
weapons that were used against the farmers, whid]
community fleeing from their farmlands and homes (Effic
On a separate incident, it was reported that the offici
Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation wete attacke
suspected herdsmen at Tse Torkula, a border town
Nasarawa and Benue States, during their official duty ong
pipelines (Dutu, 2018). Many of the workers wete injuted
to the hospital for treatment. Worse still, there have bee
incidents and attacks of this nature in the Niger Delta coft
and Nigeria as a whole and this has caused a lot of hat
farmers and the people (Ohuabunwa, 2018), in general wh
exposed to both land and food insecurity. As revetbetal
Tope’s (2018) report on the Urhobo people when he notes
issue of Fulani herdsmen and farmers conflicts has become te
and caused communities like the Urhobo and other ethnic g
the region to live in fear and unable to enjoy a good quality o

Factors prompting the Herdsmen and famers conflicts

There have been a lot of theories and concern over the
of the people behind the attacks in the Niger Delta. There ate
main schools of thought. The first one views the Niger Delta ¢
and violence as a result of the Fulani herdsmen being mantpulat
the Boko- Haram. The second school of thought views the viol
and conflict as a result of the Boko-Haram members masquera,
Fulani herdsmen. More others are of the opinion that the hetd
ate from other West African countries that have illegally mi
into Nigeria. This could be as a result of poor management of
Nigerian botrders. The Nigerian Immigrations Surveillance Office
not really lived up to expectation. Whatever the real force and pet
behind the violence and attacks could be, what remains cleat is¢
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the Fulani herdsmen clashes are driven by a combination of factors
mnging from climate change, environmental factors, political factors
and land scarcity (Adetula David, 2016).

Climate change, which is one of the critical factors affecting the
attle business, is one of the reasons prompting the Fulani herdsmen
to move from one place to the other in search of grazing sites. The
change in temperature has prompted the herdsmen to move to areas
hat have comparatively lower temperatures such as the Niger Delta
Region where there is adequate rainfall almost all the year round. The
environment in the northern part of Nigeria has contributed
immensely to the conflicts in the Niger Delta because it gets very dry
and at times with very little rain in the year causing the land to dry up
and unable to sustain cattle grazing. This climatic challenge is a poses
2 big problem for herdsmen, who then embark on pastoral nomadic
movements as they search for better pastures for their cattle.

More so, the focus on grazing has also shifted because the Fulani
herdsmen have been involved in other forms of criminality such as
armed robbery, kidnapping, assassination and rural banditry. All over
the Niger Delta, the issue of the Fulani herdsmen eventually has the
potential to limit agricultural production and the involvement of the
people in arable farming, because the farmlands are no longer
conducive and safe for farmers (Odey, 2017).

The Niger Delta Region is undergoing several security threats
that have in turn impacted negatively on the people economically,
politically, socially and religiously. Adding on to the conflicts that
arise as a result of oil exploitation, the Niger Delta remains a
shimmering pot with prickled holes. In fact, the frequent attacks on
oil installations by the militant groups has been a source of concern
to the people and therefore adding the problem of the Fulani
‘herdsmen and farmers conflicts is a serious challenge to the region
(Nimo, 2017).

Beyond the Fulani herdsmen and Farmers conflict
The Niger Delta Region, with its abundant natural and human

tesoutces, has become both a source of hope and despair to the
people of Nigeria. Even though, the Niger Delta is known for the
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tich production of oil and gas and account for the bulk of
foreign exchange earnings, agriculture remains one of the!
occupations of the people. The Niger Delta happens to b
both oil and fertile soils suitable for agriculture. This w;
region to people from almost all wotks of life, who ate:
cither by the rich oil resetves or by the fertile tracts of land,
Taking it from a sociological perspective, whete there‘f
people there is likely to be more conflicts as well. This is'
conflicts are inevitable where numbers are high. This has&
case in the Niger Delta where the problem of the conflicts]

noted by the Global Terrorism Index (2015), the Fulani Milit
the fourth deadliest terrorist group in Nigetia as far back as
is for this obtaining reality that the herdsmen’s activith
associated violence have resulted to fear, hunger and starvatios
land (Omawumi, 2018). The recent attacks by the Fulani heg

Ethiopia East Local Government areas of Delta State, fot ins
has led to the killing of not fewer than sixty people (Osagie O
2018). The attack also resulted in the displacement of peop
destruction of property worth several millions of naira. All
attacks have imposed danger and brewed insecurity to §
economic activities of the people in the region (Animasaun, 20!
Food secutity has become a problem in the Niger Delta Ry
where supply of food has become limited as a result of the E
herdsmen’s conflicts with the farmers. The farmers now fi
difficult to go to their farms for fear of being attacked by the F
herdsmen who can strike any time of the day. Consequently
conflicts have resulted in an increase in the prices of basic |
commodities thereby causing hardship for the ordinary people if
region (Adetula, 2016). A recent empirical research carried out by
Global Humanities Organisation with the British Department
International Development (BFID) between 2013 and 2016,
tevealed that the negative effects of the conflicts between
herdsmen and farmers in Nigeria are a perennial one that"
negatively affected the country’s economic development (Gl’
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Terrorism Index 2015). As the Global Terrorism Index further
teveals, the States affected by the Fulani herdsmen and famers
conflicts loss an average of 47 percent of their revenue from
agricultural produce. This poses setious threats to the country’s food
security and Gross Domestic Product.

The Fulani herdsmen and farmers conflicts has also created
unfavourable atmosphere for business. It has stirred and created
unptecedented fear in the minds of [potential] foreign investors, with
the result showing down on economic growth and national

‘The Way Forward

The solution to the Fulani herdsmen and farmers conflicts and
violence are not easy to come up with, owing to the complexity of
the problem itself. During the gathering of data for this research, it
became apparent that the cattle are owned by individuals who are
wealthy and highly placed in government and politics. More so,

attle’s rearing in Nigeria is a private business and not a government
yenture. The major solution therefore is for the government to enact
alegislation that outlaws the open grazing of cattle, but before that
there should have been sensitisation of the herdsmen on this new
approach. This approach is likely to be successful because cattle are

healthier when they are ranched since they are not exposed to

diseases and stress on open grazing.

Mote importtantly, the herdsmen should be educated on this new
approach and if possible given soft loans by the government, to
acilitate 2 smooth transition from their current way of life. The soft
loans may also help to lure the nomadic herdsmen, especially in the
Benue State (of Nigeria) — the middle belt which is the food basket
of the nation.

We further argue that the establishment of cattle colonies or
mational grazing treserves is likely to intensify conflicts. This is
because the national grazing resetrves would warrant government

‘needing to acquire peoples’ land or may result in government using
land for a purpose that most Nigerians feel is a private business.




More so, we note that security agencies such as the Police and
Immigration Service should mop-up the various arms a
ammunition in the hands of the people who ate not licenced. Thost
who are apprehended should be made to face the wrath of the law o
the land. The security agencies especially the Immigration Setvid
should control and monitor the country’s porous bordets to ensuté
that people from within and others from neighbouring countries
not involved in this criminality.

The inability of the Nigerian the national security agency 0
contain this mayhem for this long remains a challenge to the peopl
and the national economy. In view of this problem, we urge that the
government properly train and equip the Police, so that they ca
bettet handle conflicts and violence. Most importtantly, the Fedetd
Government should facilitate dialogue and education among ti
Fulani herdsmen and the farmers (Gambari, Agwai ef a/, 2018) &
avoid unnecessary violence and conflicts.

Conclusion

Fundamentally and historically, the Fulani herdsmen have alway
grazed their cattle in the open along the roads and farmlands i
almost all the parts of the Niger Delta Region. But recently there b
been an upsurge in the herdsmen trespassing of farmlands af
destruction of crops and other valuable products, exposing f
people of the Niger Delta to both land and food insecurity. Beside
the menace has caused a lot of violence leaving a number of peopk
dead and property worth millions of dollars destroyed. The herdsme
are involved in crime, and violence leading to unprecedented feat
till the land among the farmers eventually. This has negative
impacted on the land and food security in the Niger Delta. Althou
the government has proposed grazing reserves to address the confli

and violence problem between the Fulani herdsmen and farmes
the Niger Delta, we submit that this is not likely to work in Nigeft

because cattle rearing is a ptivate business. We note that
enactment of anti-open grazing bill has not produced the defi
results and so there is need for propet sensitisation and involveme
of the herdsmen at evety stage of the bill.
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